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EDITOR’S NOTE
CONTRIBUTORS

In none of these cases did the new
president settle for his predecessor’s
status quo.

That was President Franklin W. Johnson, in
April 1940, not long before he turned the
presidency over to J. Seelye Bixler.
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All indications, from the story’s lead
paragraph to the closing quote, are that a
new and exciting era in Colby’s history has
just begun. Access, reach, reputation—it
appears (and the sources in the story
support this) that the College is about to
launch itself to a new level. As I read the
story I found myself figuratively reaching for
my seatbelt to buckle in.

As I was thinking about writing this piece,
I started flipping through old copies of
The Colby Alumnus. (The geezer thing, I
know.) I landed on an installment of “The
President’s Page,” a version of which will
begin appearing again in the next issue of
Colby Magazine. It contained this sentence:
“The vitality which pervades the College,
the widely expanding clientele which is in
evidence, our financial condition greatly
strengthened during the recent difficult
years, the improvements in our curriculum
and instruction which have raised the
standards of our intellectual life; all these
furnish abundant proof that our program is
sound and that its completion is assured.”
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For that reason I read Ruth Jacobs’s cover
story with more than an editor’s eye. I
read it for clues about the new president’s
priorities, for glimpses of his vision for the
place.

students—and people—go out. Those
graduates, as President Greene notes, go
out to do good in exponential ways.
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David McKay Wilson ’76 (“Design
or Punishment,” P. 42) is a
New York-based journalist who
writes regularly for magazines
at Colby, Dartmouth, Columbia,
Harvard, Stanford, and other
colleges and universities.

Not to sound like a geezer but this is
the third presidential baton-passing I’ve
witnessed. I was a year out of Colby when
Robert E.L. Strider handed off to William
R. Cotter. I came on as editor of Colby the
same year President Cotter handed off to
William D. Adams. And now Bro Adams has
turned the College over to David A. Greene.
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Robert Weisbrot
(“Remembering the March
Against Fear,” P. 19) is
the Christian A. Johnson
Distinguished Teaching
Professor of History and the
author of, with Professor G.
Calvin Mackenzie, The Liberal
Hour: Washington and the Politics of Change in
the 1960s, among other books.

The beginning of a new and exciting era
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Margaret Sargent ’14 (“Family
Portrait,” P. 46) hails from 20
minutes outside of Boston and
graduated in May with a major
in psychology and a minor in
theater and dance. She plans
to move to Austin, Texas, where
she hopes not to be homeless
and also to have a cat.
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Christina Dong ’17 (“Quieting the
Voice in His Head,” P. 40) is
an English major who writes
regularly for Colby Magazine
and insideColby.com. She
works for the Echo as assistant
news editor and is writing for
her hometown newspaper,
the Palo Alto Weekly, this summer as an
editorial intern.

The more things change, the more things
must change. Here we go.

Of course, this isn’t a race for racing’s
sake. Good students come in. Better

Gerry Boyle ’78, P’06
Managing Editor

on view this summer

BERNARD
LANGLAIS
JU LY 19, 2014 - JA N U A RY 4, 2015

Lois Dodd
C U LT I VA T I N G V I S I ON
J U N E 7 - A U G U ST 31, 2014

free and open to the public
colby.edu/museum
5600 Mayflower Hill, Water ville, Maine 04901 207.859.5600
Tuesday–Saturday: 10am–5pm; Sunday: 12–5pm, Closed Monday
LEFT :

Bernard Langlais, Around Four, ca. 1959−62, painted wood, 72 x 48 x 2 in.

RIGHT :

Lois Dodd, From 85th Floor Looking East, 1998, ink and gouache on paper, 12

3/4

x9

3/4

in.
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