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News Reporter

and
Conall Butchart
Co-Editor-in-Chief

President Greene and 
other faculty members 
spoke about new initi-
ates and updates at Col-
by during the State of 
the College address on 
Feb. 8. The meeting took 
place in Page Commons, 
and students were en-
couraged to attend and 
ask questions or share 
comments.

Among the discussed 
initiatives were the im-
provements made to rec-
reational athletics pro-
grams at Colby, a division 
that was developed in the 
last several years. Greene 
noted that the College 
had added 20 sta! mem-
bers to the Athletics De-
partment. 

“The experience over-
all has been much better 
than in past years when 
club sports were not as 
professionalized,” an 
anonymous club leader 
said. 

They credited Ti!any 
Lomax and Nashid Bra-
cy for their help which 
has made the operation 
of club sports much 
smoother. 

“The creation of a mas-

ter facilities schedule has 
reduced the number of 
con"icts between di!er-
ent teams and has made 
reserving spaces in the 
athletic facilities easi-
er,” the anonymous club 
leader continued. “As 
far as moving forward, I 
think taking some notes 
from non-athletic clubs in 
terms of budgeting would 
be helpful. At the mo-
ment, club sports are not 
told exactly what the de-
partment can and cannot 
pay for ... It would make it 
easier for us to know the 
exact amount we have as a 
club so that we can easily 
budget ourselves over the 
long-term.”

Greene also announced 
important upcoming 
changes to COVID-19 
protocols. During Jan 
Plan, the school had 254 
student cases and 87 fac-
ulty and sta! cases. In 
light of declining infec-
tion and hospitalization 
trends,  the College will 
be testing less frequent-
ly this spring and will be 
li#ing the requirement 
for masks in most situa-
tions.

Colby is also under-
going academic expan-
sions. This year, the Col-
lege has a record number 
of faculty members, to-
talling 260. 

Greene highlighted 
his goal of creating new 
majors and expanding 
existing academic de-
partments in the hopes 
of adding 60 new cours-
es to their curriculum. 
Going forward, Colby is 
also working to ensure 
that faculty will be better 
supported with greater 
research funding.

Regarding the Davis 
Institute for Arti$cial 
Intelligence, Greene em-
phasized the importance 
of liberal arts institutions 
taking the lead in the $eld 
of arti$cial intelligence, 
which has been tradition-
ally dominated by larger 
universities. Colby is the 
$rst liberal arts college to 
have a cross-disciplinary 
institute for arti$cial in-
telligence.

Greene also said that 
the money the College 
has invested in Water-
ville is fundamentally 
changing the city, noting 
that this is the $rst time 
since the 1970s that the 
Waterville population 
has increased. He spoke 
of the positive impact 
students have had on the 
Waterville community, 
citing civic engagement 
projects and students 
who work for the Water-
ville Fire Department.

Additionally, Greene 

touched on the expan-
sion of arts programs and 
facilities. He hopes to 
make the College a cen-
ter for studying Amer-
ican art and envisions 
Waterville as a national 
hub for the arts crowned 
by the Gordon Center for 
Creative and Performing 
Arts that is set to open in 
the fall of 2023. 

Greene also addressed 
Colby’s accessibility and 
a!ordability, stating that 
the school has invested 
more in this area than 
any other aspect of Dare 
Northward. 

Greene also spoke of 
upcoming expansions to 
student housing. He not-
ed that this year’s hous-
ing issues were mainly 

due to COVID-19 and a 
related policy decision 
which allowed students 
to take leaves and come 
back at their own dis-
cretion. New student 
housing projects meant 
to mitigate the housing 
crunch will be located 
along Johnson Pond and 
contiguous to Mary Low 
and Coburn. 

In response to a student 
question, Dean Karlene 
Burrell-McRae `94 dis-
puted student concerns 
that student-athletes are 
held to a di!erent stan-
dard regarding College 
drinking policies. 

She recognized that 
individual coach poli-
cies may di!er, as each 
coach is responsible for 

curating a unique team 
culture. All, however, are 
aligned with the institu-
tional goals of maintain-
ing safety, and encourag-
ing learning rather than 
punishment. 

  Max Schuermann `22, 
captain of the Colby Men’s 
Tennis Team, agreed with 
her statement. 

“I think both the Col-
lege’s and Athletic De-
partment’s policies on 
drinking are pretty much 
exactly aligned,” he said. 
“There are no real dis-
crepancies that I know of 
... My coach is in lockstep 
with Colby’s policies. He 
updates us when there 
are changes, and he 
changes his policies ac-
cordingly.”

Greene unveils new initiatives at State of the College

COLBY COLLEGE ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

BY KRISTEN SHEN
News Reporter

For the past several 
years, Colby’s Academic 
Affairs Committee (AAC) 
has been analyzing grad-
ing policies. In 2018, 
they released a report 
detailing the College’s 
general grading trends 
as well as departmen-
tal and program trends 
between 2001 and 2015.

According to these 
statistics, there was 
an 11% increase in 
the number of A’s giv-
en between 2001 and 
2015, while the per-
centage of A+’s has 
remained the same.

Sophie Xu `24 
feels that this sta-
tistic accurately re-
flects her experience. 

“If you have enough 
practice, you are able 
to get a grade gener-
ally [in the range of ] 
A and B, while A+ is 
very rare,” Xu said. 

Data reported by the 
AAC document demon-
strates an uneven distri-
bution of grades across 
different departments 
and programs. Exclud-
ing independent stud-
ies, honors research 
projects, and intern-
ships – all of which 
do not usually use let-
ter grading – the AAC 
grouped different ma-
jors into four categories: 
Natural Sciences (N), 
Social Sciences (S), In-
terdisciplinary Studies 
(I), and Humanities (H). 

Comparatively, nat-
ural science majors 
have the lowest scor-

ing, while interdisci-
plinary studies majors 
have the highest scoring 
with over 50% of grades 
awarded being A’s.

Though the AAC re-
vealed that there are 
inequities in the eval-
uation standard when 
considering dispari-
ties in grading between 
different academic 
departments and pro-
grams, some students 
are not concerned 
with the issue and 
tend to agree with cur-
rent grading patterns.

Among these students 
are some that believe 
different subjects may 
be particularly acces-
sible to certain people.

“[Though] I have 
heard some people 
mentioning that biology 
or chemistry is harder 
[compared to other dis-
ciplines], I think courses 
[in these departments] 
are easier and more 
friendly for me than 
those in other programs 
such as humanities,” Xu, 
who is a double major in 
Chemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology, explained.

Other students, how-
ever, did not share 
Xu’s experience. 

“In the STEM depart-
ments it’s hard to get 
an A,” an anonymous 
student said. “My An-
thropology major GPA 
is more than a full 
point higher than my 
Biology major GPA.”

Further, students tend 
to agree that it can be 
difficult to make in-
terdisciniplinary com-
parisons of difficulty. 

“It is hard to access 
skills across different 
disciplines consider-
ing their distinct na-
tures,” Laney Bagwell 
`25 said. “Also, if you 
do get a lower GPA be-
cause you have a ‘hard’ 
major such as Chemis-
try, when you are look-
ing for job opportuni-
ties, employers usually 
are aware of this issue.”

Bagwell explained 
that Colby’s liberal arts 
education provides 
students with the free-
dom to take courses 
in a wide range of dis-
ciplines, all of which 
factor  into cumula-
tive GPA. This freedom 
also allows students 
to create a schedule 
they feel is balanced. 

Nevertheless, Nat-
ural Sciences courses 
that include lab com-
ponents do sometimes 
require more work 
compared to other 
four credit courses.

Xu commented that 
although the over-
all workload in non-
lab and lab courses is 
about the same, more 
in-person class time 
is sometimes required 
of students in labs.

In 2018, the AAC 
proposed adopting 
clearer standards in 
grading guidelines. 

Students generally 
find that their current 
academic experiences 
may not require this 
adjustment as they 
are generally satisfied 
with the guidelines.

BY ELSA RUSSELL
News Editor

In his f inal days on 
campus, Walter Thilly 
`22J went on a hunger 
strike to protest Colby 
Dining Services. 

On Sunday, Jan. 23, 
Thilly made his way 
to the Dana Dining 
Hall for dinner after a 
workout at the Athletic 
Center. 

“I confirmed Dana 
was closing at 7, as it 
usually closes at 8,” 
he recounted. “But at 
6:45 the doors were be-
ing shut to the dining 
hall.” 

Thilly and other stu-
dents who had hoped 

to enter the dining hall 
at the same time were 
confused. 

“Fellow students 
started to get very up-
set, some of them even 
at the staff,” Thilly 
said. “I was upset that 
there was no commu-
nication with us and 
upset that Colby had 
allowed a situation in 
which staff workers 
were put to blame in 
the short term.” 

After attempting 
to speak to President 
Greene in both his 
home and the Eustis 
building, Thilly went 
to Security and decid-
ed to take matters into 
his own hands. 

“I asked [Security] 
if there was someone 
they could call to help 
the students who didn’t 
get food. They told me 
no,” Thilly said. “I was 
going to go on hunger 
strike so that this mis-
hap would not be un-
heard of by the admin-
istration.” 

Thilly explained that 
in addition to raising 
awareness of the issue, 
he also went on strike 
to stand “in solidarity 
with those who could 
not afford to buy din-
ner instead that night.” 

Thilly alerted Greene 
and other members of 

Student hunger strike highlights insu!cient dining 

Continued on Page 2 
ELSA RUSSELL

During Thilly’s hunger strike, he refused to eat in all dining halls, including Roberts Dining Hall. 

Colby grades experience historic upward trend
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BY DONOVAN LYNCH
Columnist

In November of 2020, a 
group of $rst-years came up 
to my friend and I behind 
East and West. It was a Fri-
day evening, and we were 
sitting on the tan colored 
benches daring each other 
to go for a swim in the foul 
waters of Johnson Pond. 

A#er we introduced our-
selves and began talking, 
one $rst-year turned to me 
and asked: What are things 
normally like at Colby on a 
weekend night? 

I answered fast, conjur-
ing images of packed rooms, 
loud music, and funny co-
incidences. I felt like I was 
bragging, talking about the 
past as if I were remember-
ing Big Papi’s last at-bat. 

But it felt exactly like that 
– like the life of the College 
had gone into retirement. 

At the time, COVID-19 was 
booming, vaccines had yet 
to reach the $rst arm, and 
many in the Colby commu-
nity feared for aging rela-
tives and friends. The uncer-
tainty in the fall of 2020 was 
at times unbearable – you 
could feel it everywhere. 

Colby felt like a monas-
tery, compelling us to show 
devotion and temperament. 
But over many hard months 
and many stellar vaccines, 
the dangers have diminished 
and the mood has changed. 

Enter Feb. 12, 2022. As one 
the largest uno%cial events 
in nearly two years, the Polar 
Patio saw hundreds gather 
outside the senior apart-
ments for a night of dancing, 
mingling, and engaging with 
elevated surfaces – all under 
the dubious sponsorship of 
Polar Seltzer. 

The outdoor party came 
on the back of an all-college 
email announcing the loos-
ening of masking and testing 
requirements. It was a debu-
tante ball for a new age. 

A giddiness took over as 
the stream of students hik-
ing up the well-salted paths 
(you owe me one, Facili-
ties) saw the crowd for the 
$rst time. Where last year 
mass-socializing bordered 
on the subversive, here it 
was encouraged.

 Looking around at the en-
ergetic talking and dancing 
between friends, acquain-
tances and near strangers, 
I couldn’t help but consider 

the importance of it all. 
While the last few years 

have encouraged us to fo-
cus on the necessary, some 
free-"owing revelry felt 
essential. Better yet, Polar 
Patio saw attendance from 
every corner of the col-
lege, putting many students 
shoulder to shoulder with 
peers they had never met be-
fore. 

This was a watershed mo-
ment. It stirred us to see a 
more expansive way of be-
ing, a way that gets you to ask 
questions like: Why the hell 
am I on a three foot block of 
snow in a sleeveless vest? 

Polar Patio was the shock 
all of us needed to mark the 
end of a long and gradual 
opening of the Colby world. 
Where at one time we found 
ourselves counting heads to 
ten, the invitation this Satur-
day read “we cordially invite 
you, and every single Colby 
student you know, to the re-
turn of the Polar Patio.” And 
it was undoubtedly a return 
– with many users on YikYak 
praising this weekend as “old 
Colby” being “back.” 

The mood was clear; a re-
naissance in student life is 
under way. This new time 

we’re entering might be the 
best yet – more than ever we 
understand the pleasure of 

sharing a moment in the cold 
with everybody we know, 
and everybody we don’t. 

Polar Patio: A Return to Normalcy
    COLUMN: OPINION
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“For most of the class-
es I have taken, the 
grading standards are 
very clear,” Xu said. 
“Like what percent-
ages of each exam or 
assignment contrib-

ute to the total score, 
and the expectation 
of the instructor.” 

“I think that like 
most of the professors 
I have had have been 
really clear about 
what their expecta-
tions were,” Bagwell 
agreed. “It has always 

just kind of been an 
open-door policy as 
well. If you didn’t un-
derstand a certain 
grade or a certain as-
signment, you could 
always go to their of-
f ice hours and talk  
about your con-
cerns with them.”

the Colby administra-
tion of his plans. Word 
of the strike spread 
quickly through the 
student body, many of 
whom were supportive 
of his motives. Thilly 
cited social media, 
particularly Yik Yak, 
as a driving force in 
publicizing his pro-
test.

Thilly was able to 
speak with adminis-
tration the following 
morning and agreed 
to end his hunger 
strike upon confirma-
tion of an open con-
versation with Dean 
of Students Barbara 
Moore and Director 
of Administration and 
Chief of Staff Steph-
anie Sylvester. This 
meeting was held on 
Jan. 26 over Zoom. 

Sylvester explained 
that the Dana Dining 
Hall had reached ca-
pacity on the night of 
Jan. 23. 

“We were closing 
because there were no 
seats left,” she said. 
“The goal was then 
to allow students to 
come through and 
have their meal once 
we did have those 
seats open up.” 

“The team didn’t 
effectively commu-
nicate to the group 
that we’re going to be 
able to get everyone 
in to have a meal, and 

that ’s something that 
we’re working on,” 
Sylvester continued. 
“I apologize, because 
I understand that peo-
ple were left frustrat-
ed.”

“The dining services 
are here to serve you 
all,” Moore added. 
“This is your home. 
This is where you’re 
eating your meals. We 
don’t want any student 
to go hungry. And I very 
much so apologize that 
students felt that they 
were turned away and 
didn’t get dinner that 
evening. I do apologize 
and I’m sorry that that 
happened. We have to 
do better.”

Moore and Sylvester 
outlined the feedback 
programs currently in 
place and highlight-
ed the dining survey 
as particularly help-
ful for implementing 
change. They also rec-
ognized the need for 
additional feedback 
channels. 

“One thing that 
we’re going to be do-
ing is implementing a 
flyer with a QR code so 
that you, as a student, 
if you’re having is-
sues with a meal or if 
something isn’t right, 
or maybe something’s 
great and you want 
to see more of it, you 
can communicate that 
directly to our man-
agers,” Sylvester said. 
“Administration will 
have insight to that, so 

that we can make sure 
we get different things 
implemented that are 
being requested.”

Students were then 
given the opportuni-
ty to raise additional 
dining concerns. They 
brought up limited 
hours of operation, 
poor wages for dining 
hall staff, lack of op-
tions that account for 
vegan and gluten-free 
diets, faults in the 
system in place to la-
bel such options, lack 
of healthy protein op-
tions, and raw or oth-
erwise unsafe food. 

Students also re-
quested more trans-
parency between the 
administration and 
students regarding 
the solutions to such 
issues and suggested 
additional Zoom meet-
ings as a means of 
communicating prog-
ress.

“There’s a real need 
for information and 
communication and 
ongoing follow ups 
and updates,” Moore 
agreed. “I’ve heard 
that really loud and 
clear.”

Sylvester added that 
the changes will take 
time, but that they 
hope to put together 
a formalized plan re-
sponding to the con-
cerns raised at the 
meeting and detail-
ing program updates 
which will be present-
ed to students.

Student hunger strike  
highlights insu!cient dining  (cont.)

Date:
02/01/22
02/01/22
02/01/22
02/01/22
02/01/22
02/05/22
02/05/22
02/05/22
02/06/22
02/06/22
02/07/22
02/08/22
02/09/22
02/11/22
02/11/22
02/11/22
02/12/22
02/13/22
02/13/22
02/13/22
02/13/22

Time:
12:44 A.M.
11:15 A.M.
11:15 A.M.
9:59 P.M.
11:43 P.M.
1:30 A.M.
3:36 A.M.
11:06 P.M.
2:00 A.M.
1:31 P.M.
10:14 P.M.
1:00 A.M.
11:32 A.M.
12:50 P.M.
2:45 P.M.
11:55 P.M.
11:41 P.M.
2:34 A.M.
9:57 A.M.
9:58 A.M.
9:58 A.M.

Location:
JOHNSON
GODDARD-HODGKINS
GODDARD-HODGKINS
LOCKWOOD
OFF CAMPUS
HEIGHTS
WILLIAMS
ROBERTS
AVERILL
MAYFLOWER HILL DR
MARRINER
PIERCE
MARY LOW LOT
PARKING LOTS
CAMPUS WIDE
SCHUPF
ALFOND APARTMENTS
TAYLOR
AVERILL
AVERILL
AVERILL

Comments:
NOISE COMPLAINT
THEFT
BURGLARY
THEFT
ALARM-INTRUSION
NOISE COMPLAINT
NOISE COMPLAINT
NOISE COMPLAINT
ALCOHOL VIOLATION
ACCIDENT
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/ VANDALISM
NOISE COMPLAINT
ACCIDENT
THEFT
NO CONTACT ORDER
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/ VANDALISM
ASSAULT
NOISE COMPLAINT
TRESPASSING
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/ VANDALISM
TRESPASSING

Security 
Incident 
Report

Log

KRISTIN SHEN

ELIZA POHLE
Students gather outside of the Alfond Senior Apartments for the party.

Colby grades continue to 
trend upward (cont.)
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BY MATT ROCHA
Local News & Features Editor 

After peaking in 
mid-January, the 
United States’s CO-
VID-19 transmission 
rate has dropped 
throughout the f irst 
half of February. On 
Jan. 10, the nation re-
corded over 1.4 mil-
lion new cases. About 
a month later,  on Feb. 
13, it  counted almost 
34,400 positive test 
results,  a decrease of 
about 97%. The most 
recent case counts 
mirror those record-
ed in early December.

The United States 
has seen a similar de-
cline in its rate of CO-
VID-19-related hos-
pitalizations. During 
late January, the na-

tion peaked at an av-
erage of over 150,000 
hospitalizations per 
day. Over the f irst  two 
weeks of February, it 

has averaged about 
92,000 hospitaliza-
tions.

While not as en-

couraging as the 
nation-wide trends, 
Maine’s rates have 
also decreased. 

In late January, over 
1,000 Mainers con-
tracted COVID-19 per 
day. During this past 
week, that number 
fluctuated between 
830 and 950 cases, a 
slight but not marked 
decline. Like the rest 
of Maine, Kennebec 
County has seen a 
marginal decrease in 
its infection rate.

Despite these en-
couraging trends, 
neither the United 
States nor Maine has 
seen a decrease in 
their rates of COVID-
19-related deaths. In 
early January, an av-
erage of about 1,330 
Americans and eight 

Mainers died from 
COVID-19 each day. 
Last week, about 
2,600 Americans and 
nine Mainers died 
per day. That said, 
Maine’s COVID-19-re-
lated death rate is the 
fourth lowest of any 
state. 

While national in-
stitutions are wait-
ing for more data to 
change their recom-
mendations, state and 
local off icials,  en-
couraged by the im-
proving trends, have 
begun to relax their 
COVID-19 protocols.

Several states, in-
cluding Connecti-
cut,  Massachusetts, 
and Vermont, have 
announced their in-
tentions to roll  back 
school mask man-

dates. While Maine 
does not have a school 
mask mandate, its 
COVID-19 guidelines 
recommend mask-
ing. Throughout the 
pandemic, the Maine 
Center for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion has given similar 
advice.

On Feb. 7,  instead 
of extending its mask 
mandate for another 
thirty days, the Port-
land City Council  vot-
ed to end it,  a move 
supported by Port-
land Mayor Kate Sny-
der. 

Critics have argued 
that the choice to end 
the mandate was pre-
mature, as the United 
States Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) 
still  considers every 
Maine county a high 
transmission area.

The council  prom-

ised that if  hospital-
ization rates tick up 
again, it  will  consider 
reinstating the man-
date.

The College, whose 
COVID-19 case counts 
have dropped since 
January, recently re-
laxed its protocols.  In 
a Feb. 11 email,  Dean 
Karlene Burell-McRae 
`94 announced sever-
al changes. 

Colby increased the 
number of people 
permitted at informal 
gatherings from 20 
to 50. It  also reduced 
the student, faculty, 
and staff testing fre-
quency from three to 
two times per week.

The largest change 
pertained to the Col-
lege’s mask mandate. 
For most spaces on 
campus, it  l ifted its 
indoor mask man-
date. Masks are still 
required in class-
rooms and labora-
tories, as well  as in 
a select few public 
buildings, including 
the Lunder House and 
Colby College Muse-
um of Art. 

In her email, 
Burrell-McRae ac-
knowledged that 
some community 
members might still 
wish to continue 
masking. She en-
couraged everyone to 
make a decision with 
which they feel com-
fortable.

“We hope that ev-
eryone will  honor and 
respect the choices of 
those who are con-
tinuing to mask and 
comply respectful-
ly with requests to 
wear masks at events, 
meetings and in other 
contexts,” Burrell-
McRae wrote.

In the coming 
weeks, the College 
will  continue to mon-
itor local and nation-
al data and will  make 
more adjustments as 
necessary.

College administration relaxes restrictions as nationwide 
COVID-19 infection, hospitalization rates drop

Brain death: a new dimension of death?
BY SAATHVIKA DIVITI

Columnist

Brain death, a con-
cept distinct from tra-
ditional circulatory 
death (when the heart 
stops beating),  has 
long been a concept 
diff icult  for the pub-
lic to grasp due to the 
lack of adequate pub-
lic education.

As def ined by the 
Ad Hoc Committee of 
the Harvard Medical 
School,  the criteria 
for brain death is  as 
follows: unreceptive 
and unresponsive;  ab-
sence of movement, 
breathing, and reflex-
es;  and a flat  encepha-
logram (essentially an 
X-ray picture of the 
brain that provides 
information of elec-
trical  activity);  all  in 
the absence of con-
founding factors that 
remain unchanged at 
an interval  of  24 hours 
or later.

In essence, both tra-
ditional cardiorespi-
ratory death and brain 
death are forms of 
death accepted by the 
medical  community — 
the difference is  that 
a brain-dead person, 
generally supported 
by a ventilator or ma-
chine, does not dis-
play the typical  visual 
signs of death such as 
a stopped heartbeat. 

In fact,  this differ-
ence can raise con-
fusion. Only 28% of 
family members of 
patients that had been 
brain dead could cor-
rectly def ine brain 
death. 

However,  debates 
have been ongoing on 
whether it  is  appro-
priate to accept brain 
death as death. Criti-
cism for the concept 
arose in the medical 
and philosophical-
ethical  community.

It  is  hard for many 
to understand brain 
death as it  differs from 
our idea of a “sensual 
perception of death” 

and does not have a 
visibly def ined time 
point of  death. 

From a philosoph-
ical-ethical  point of 
view, some medical 
experts remain con-
cerned that brain 
death could be used 
“as a means of prag-
matically redef ining 
death.”

In other ways,  stop-
ping l ife support for 
supposedly brain-dead 

patients may indicate 
an inclination to end 
human life for more 
util itarian reasons.

From a neurophysi-
ological  perspective, 
some argue that brain 
death could not be 
equated to circula-
tory death. They rea-
soned that with the 
help of new technol-
ogy and artif icial  sup-
port,  brain-dead pa-
tients could continue 
to maintain vital  func-
tions such as wound 
healing,  fetus gesta-
tion, and even sexual 
maturation — some-
times for long periods 
of t ime. In this case, 
if  the body is  growing 
and developing, they 
wonder how we can 
consider it  “death.”

However,  abandon-
ing the concept of 
brain death could 
serve to further com-
plicate the medical-
ethical  dilemma, per-
haps more so than the 
introduction of the 
concept itself. 

It  would result  in a 
step backward in the 
progress and stan-
dards of modern in-
tensive care and trans-
plantation medicine. 
Not only would it  de-
prive patients of  the 
right to die,  i t  would 
also reduce  organ do-
nations.

Currently,  brain 
death is  a widely-ac-
cepted concept,  but 
controversies contin-
ue to exist.  To avoid 
these controversies, 
efforts are being made 
by the global medical 

community to estab-
lish uniform criteria, 
develop systems to en-
sure that brain death 
determination is  con-
sistent and accurate, 
respond to objections 
to the determination 
of death by neurologi-
cal  criteria,  and f i-
nally improve public 
trust  in brain death 
determination. 

However,  to com-
pletely resolve the de-
bate over brain death 
may be impossible.  As 
a social  construct,  i t 
will  always be subject 

to criticism and con-
flicting opinions. 

In the face of this, 
we must recognize 
that death is  not just  a 
biological  process but 
also the permanent 
loss of  personal char-
acteristics such as 
personality,  identity, 
culture,  and values. 
With a growing under-
standing of medicine 
and increased scien-
tif ic and technologi-
cal  development,  the 
def inition of death is 
no longer bound to a 
single standard. 

ZOEY LATOUR
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In essence, 
both traditional 
cardiovascular 
death and brain 
death are forms 
of death accept-
ed by the medi-
cal community. 

“We hope that  
everyone will 
honor and 
respect the 
choices of 
those who 
are continu-
ing to mask 
and comply 
respectfully 
with requests 
to wear masks 
at events, 
meetings and 
in other con-
texts,”

Karlene Burell-
McRae `94 

Dean of the  
College

In early  
January, an av-
erage of about 
1,330 Ameri-
cans and eight 
Mainers died 
from COVID-19 
each day. 

To completely 
resolve the 
debate over 
brain death is 
perhaps impos-
sible. A social 
construct, it will 
always be sub-
ject to criticism 
and conflict-
ing opinions.



BY CAMERON DYER
Columnist

First  a  pandemic, 
then supply chain 
disarray,  and an un-
precedented round 
of  accommodative 
monetary policy t ied 
with massive f iscal 
st imulus packages. 
January ’s  headline 
Consumer Price Index 
(CPI)  print  was 7.5% 
over a  year ago,  the 
highest  level  since 
1982.

To put  this  in per-
spective,  Super Bowl 
MVP Cooper Kupp 
would not  be born for 
nine more years,  Mary 

J.  Blige was eleven, 
and the Bil lboard Hot 
100 included names 
such as Hall  & Oates, 

Foreigner,  and Stevie 
Nicks with Don Hen-
ley.  Simply put,  there 

is  a  great  deal  of  so-
ciety (not  to mention 
money managers and 
policy makers)  that 
has not  experienced 
this  level  of  inflation 
in their  l i fetimes.

For us students at 
Colby,  we have never 
known a world where 
the CPI reading is 
anywhere but  right 
around the Fed’s  pre-
ferred 2% gauge. 

To make matters 
worse,  the core CPI, 
which excludes vola-
t i le  components of 
food and energy,  in-
creased 6% over the 
last  year.  This  repre-
sents  broad inflation 

across multiple com-
ponents.

While the init ial 
jump in inflation 
midway through 2021 
was contained to “re-
opening categories,” 
at tribution to this 
phenomenon has di-
minished as the glob-
al  economy better 
learned to l ive with 
COVID-19. 

Some of  the highest 
increases are among 
used cars and trucks 
and new vehicles, 
which increased nearly 
41% and 12%, respec-
tively. These two cat-
egories are generally 
some of the calmest 
components of the CPI 
— unprecedented sup-
ply chain disruption 
has had some effect on 
these markets.

In 2021, massive 
semiconductor shortag-
es, for example,  forced 
the hand of many auto-
makers globally to curb 
production and cull in-
ventories. This short-
age had a pass-through 
effect on the used car 
markets, where fewer 
trade-ins led to boom-
ing prices for older ve-
hicles. 

The component for 
shelter, which repre-
sents rent and housing 
costs, has increased 
4.4% year-over-year. 

We all have observed 
inflation at the gas 
pump, as curbed shale 
production in the 
United States along 
with constrained sup-
ply from the OPEC+ 
nations have skyrock-
eted the West Texas 
Intermediary futures 
price above $90 a bar-
rel, the highest level 
since 2014.

The component rep-
resenting food has in-
creased 7% over the 
last  year.  These three 
categories (shelter, 

gasoline and fuel  oi l , 
and food) are what 
hur t  Americans the 
most  due to their  rel-
atively inelastic  de-
mand.

In addition,  there 
has been heightened 
demand in many cat-
egories due to the 
f iscal  st imulus pro-
grams. 

Clearly,  we have po-
tential  causes for this 
inflationary set t ing 
in the form of  shor t-
ened supplies (cost-
push) and an economy 
awash with l iquidity 

and monetary suppor t 
(demand-pull).  How-
ever,  the overall  ef-
fect  of  each factor is 
diff icult  to  address. 

The bond market 
has been very active 
since the outset  of 
2022,  with the yield on 
a 2-year US Treasury 
increasing rapidly by 
90 basis  points.  The 
more-commonly stud-
ied 10-year Treasury 
is  yielding 1.96%, sur-
passing pre-pandemic 
levels.

The rapid and vola-
t i le  moves across the 
curve have led some 
to say the Fed is  now 
behind in their  re-
sponse,  but  the pol-
icy-making institu-

t ion has signaled that 
there wil l  be fur ther 
tapering paired with 
rate hikes in 2022. 
The question now 
looms: when and how 
much? 

With each month of 
heightened inflation, 
rate hikes implied by 
the sentiments of  Fed 
off icials  and f inancial 
market  par ticipants 
increase.  Not  that 
long ago,  the Fed’s  dot 
plot  (which displays 
predicted rate hikes 
by each member of 
the Board of  Gover-
nors)  implied l i t t le 
to no change in poli -
cy during 2022.  Now, 
some are call ing for a 
50-basis  point  hike as 
soon as March. 

The Fed has al l  the 
proper tools  to cull 
inflation — the days 
of  Paul  Volcker prove 
that.  However,  the 
situation of  1982 is 
vastly  different  than 
that  of  today.

The components of 
the CPI have changed, 
the global economy 
functions completely 
differently, and the 
methods by which 
Americans can con-
sume have been al-
tered by technology 
forever.

Most importantly, we 
are still in a pandemic. 
Due to the Omicron 
variant, it is estimat-
ed that nearly 14 mil-
lion Americans missed 
work at some point in 
January. The effects 
on the global econo-
my, especially supply 
chains, are vast and 
dynamic in nature.

Powell’s  Fed must 
be careful  to not  take 
too much l iquidity out 
of  an already-fragile 
economy. Conversely, 
the highest  inflation 
in nearly for ty years 
demands action.
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BY AARON MILLS
Features Reporter

Millions of Americans 
experience food inse-
curity, a lack of reliable 
access to adequate, nu-
tritious foods.

The pandemic has 
intensified the diffi-
culties that vulnerable 
communities face in ac-
quiring food as staffing 
shortages have affected 
community centers, 
schools, and shelters. 
Reaching those in need 
has been a persistent 
hurdle during the pan-
demic. Organizations 
nationwide, as well as 
those in the greater Wa-
terville area and Kenne-
bec County, continue to 
face these challenges.

In the face of these 
challenges, traditional 
food assistance orga-
nizations, namely food 
banks and local shel-
ters, have searched for 
unconventional sources 
of food. One of these 
has been colleges, 
which generate roughly 
22 million pounds of 
food waste each year. 
The average individual 
college student contrib-
utes about 142 pounds 
to this number.

The Food Recovery 
Network (FRN) has led 
the charge on prevent-
ing this food from go-
ing to waste. It is a large 
student-led nonprofit 
organization that part-
ners with on-campus 
college dining services 
to collect unserved, us-
able food to deliver to 
local food banks and 
hunger organizations. 

Since its founding at 
the University of Mary-
land in 2011, the FRN 
has since expanded to 
nearly 190 campuses, 
in 45 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, col-
lecting a cumulative 5.3 
million pounds of food 
to date — the equivalent 
of more than 4.2 million 
meals to individuals and 
families in need. 

Michael Jimenez `23 
revived the College’s 
FRN chapter this semes-
ter. Under his leader-
ship, FRN has partnered 
with the Joseph Family 
Spa to collect uneaten 
leftovers at the end of 
each week that would 
otherwise expire or be 

wasted.
“A big reason I have 

this passion [for com-
bating food insecurity] 
is because my parents 
really taught me the im-
portance of not wasting 
food because so many 
people in my own com-
munity are in need,” 
Jimenez said.

About one in four chil-
dren experience food 

insecurity in Jimenez’s 
hometown of Hous-
ton. Maine, as a whole, 
ranks among the most 
food insecure states in 
the country. At four-
teen percent, Kennebec 
County has a roughly 
similar proportion of 
residents who experi-
ence food insecurity to 
Houston.

Jimenez has sought 
to make Colby’s FRN 
chapter more involved 
in curtailing food inse-
curity and limiting on-
campus waste. He set 
out to realize several 
goals for the newly re-
vived group under his 
leadership. 

Jimenez immediately 
concerned himself with 
membership as Colby’s 
chapter had only one 
active member last year. 
He has raised this num-
ber to 60 with the help 
of his co-leader, Mat-
thew Weindling `23.

“Through the club 
fair, we were able to 
get to 60 members with 
around ten highly ac-
tive members. We really 
focused on connecting 
with people through 
getting their friends in-
volved and it just grew 
organically from there,” 
Weindling said. 

Jimenez also ex-
plained his ongoing 
goals for members. 

“We hope to expand 
the amount of active 
members through im-
plementing some in-

centives to get current 
and potential members 
more involved in our 
operations, while mak-
ing the wider campus 
more aware of us and 
our work,” Jimenez said.

Jimenez then ex-
plained his own reason 
for taking up the posi-
tion at the College’s FRN 
chapter.

“It felt right to do 
something that is high-
impact and so simple,” 
he said in reference to 
how the College Din-
ing Service produces so 
much food waste each 
week. 

He also highlighted 
the low-level commit-
ment of FRN at Colby. 

“We only ask for about 
15 minutes of our mem-
ber’s time on Fridays 
weekly to weigh and 
load food collected by 
the Spa onto trucks to 
be distributed locally,” 
he added. “All of us are 
busy — we are Colby stu-
dents; but in our orga-
nization it doesn’t take 
too much time to have a 
high impact and we re-
ally hope this is some-
thing that becomes clear 
to students on campus.” 

Jimenez aspires to ex-

pand the FRN’s role with 
his focus shifting to on-
campus campaigns to re-
duce waste in all forms, 
both individually and as 
a community. In this, 
Jimenez emphasized the 
importance of members 
taking an active role.

“I’m a junior and I’m 
obviously not going 
to be here forever, so 
the main focus is get-
ting passionate people 
to keep the organiza-
tion going and getting 
people excited to work 
on this really important 
issue,” he explained, re-
ferring to the viability 
of his future initiatives. 

“We have already 
met our target of pro-
cessing 60 pounds of 
recoverable food [pri-
marily grab and go con-
sumables] in the Spa 
and hope to only go up 
from there if possible,” 
he said.

Jimenez also noted 
the personal growth he 
has experienced as a re-
sult of his involvement 
with the FRN.

“I have felt more per-
sonally able to monitor 
my own waste and be-
come more vocal on is-
sues I care about [like not 

wasting food] — which 
includes the work of the 
FRN,” Jimenez said. 

Articulating concrete 
objectives for the fu-
ture, Jimenez expressed 
he would like to expand 
FRN’s reach to the wider 
Waterville area through 
more direct community 

partnerships coupled 
with more concerted 
campus-wide waste re-
duction initiatives.

He noted his hope of 

partnering more direct-
ly with residence halls 
on campus and to pi-
lot wider experimental 
programs aimed at sav-
ing a range of single-use 
plastic disposables. 

Jimenez reflected on 
the trajectory he sees 
for the organization and 
what students can look 
forward to seeing from 
the FRN chapter at the 
Colby in the near fu-
ture.

“At this point we are 
still in the younger 
phases [since reviving 
the FRN chapter], there 
is still a lot to do, a lot 
of growing and with 
that learning as we go 
along,” he said. “Our ob-
jective is to do as much 
as we can to reduce our 
waste and help those 
in need in the process 
— [Colby] [has] a big 
part in this and I hope 
that beyond my time [in 
FRN] more people will 
become aware of this, ” 
he concluded. 

Despite the uncer-
tainty that lies ahead 
in combating food inse-
curity beyond the pan-
demic, the FRN remains 
committed to tackling 
it, one meal at a time. 

FOOD RECOVERY NETWORK

The Food Recovery Network works with Colby’s Dining Services to save food from going to waste and donate it to combat food insecurity. 

The pandemic 
has intensified 
the difficulties 
that vulner-
able commu-
nities face.

“We have already 
met our target 
of processing 60 
pounds of recover-
able food [primar-
ily grab-and-go 
consumables] in 
the Spa and hope 
to only go up from 
there if possible”

Michael Jimenez 
`23

There is a great 
deal of society 
that has not 
experienced 
this level of 
inflation in 
their lifetimes.

The bond mar-
ket has been 
very active 
since the outset 
of 2022, with 
the yield on a 
2-year US Trea-
sury increasing 
rapidly by 90 
basis points.

College Food Recovery Network combats local  
food insecurity with Spa leftovers

Feburary 17, 2022

Historic in!ation will force Federal Reserve’s hand in 2022
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 Hip-hop and rap take center stage at 

Super Bowl LVI
BY TA N V I  IY E R

Ar ts & Enter tainment 
Repor ter

The Super Bowl half-
time show is popular for 
its grand performances 
and iconic moments. 
From Katy Perry’s left 
footed shark to J. Lo and 
Shakira’s controversial 
performance, the halftime 
show always manages to 
spark all kinds of conver-
sation. In fact, even non-
football lovers tune into 
the performance, with the 
halftime show having re-
ceived more viewers than 
the actual game in previ-
ous years. 

This year’s Super Bowl 
halftime show took place 
in the SoFi stadium in 
Los Angeles, highlighting 
hip-hop and rap artists 
Dr. Dre, Eminem, Mary 
J. Blige, Kendrick La-
mar and Snoop Dogg.The 
world-renowned talent of 
each of these individuals 
generated a lot of excite-
ment for the performance. 

With a combined 42 
Grammys and 21 Bill-
board No. 1 albums be-
tween the five artists, the 
show was guaranteed to 
be a success. These per-
formers appeal to a wide 
fan base, including people 
of all ages, making this a 
performance for anyone. 

One student of the Col-
lege, Jayde Franklin `23 
said in positive anticipa-
tion of the event, “They 
have a lot of good people.”

Moreover, consider-
ing how toned down last 
year’s halftime show from 
The Weeknd was due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
many people were ready 
for a grand spectacle. 

The show started with 
a bang as Dr. Dre and 
Snoop Dogg performed 
their classic hit “The Next 

Episode.” Dre then tran-
sitioned into “California 
Love,” a perfect tribute to 
the location. 

The audience was then 
taken to a lower level of 
the stage, where 50 Cent 
made a cameo to perform 
his song “In Da Club.” 
Mary J. Blige soon fol-
lowed with her songs 
“Family Affair” and “No 
More Drama.” Follow-
ing this, Kendrick Lamar 
made his entrance, per-
forming snippets from 
“M.A.A.D City” and “Al-
right.” Next, Eminem per-
formed a portion of “Lose 
Yourself.” Lastly, the 
show ended with Dr. Dre 
and Snoop Dogg’s “Still 
D.R.E.”

While the overall show 
was an incredibly exciting 
sing-along for the view-
ers, it was also a slight let 
down. 

This halftime show felt 
significantly shorter com-
pared to previous ones. 
Moreover, the vocals 
did not seem to be loud 
enough to break through 
the overpowering accom-
paniment. 

Additionally, while the 
buildup of the perfor-
mance was fantastic, the 
ending was a slight let 
down. It would seem most 
logical to include all f ive 
performers in the finale. 
Instead, the show reverted 
back to Dr. Dre and Snoop 
Dogg while everyone else 
danced around them. 
Furthermore, Kendrick 
Lamar and Eminem’s per-
formances were not long 
enough. 

One student who re-
acted to the performance, 
Caroline Beecher `22, 
says, “Kendrick’s section 
was my favorite so I wish 
there was more of that. I 
also wished they had more 
cohesion, specifically at 

the end, I wish they had 
tied it together.”

Jared Wood `22 men-
tioned that he wished 
collaborations between 
the other artists and Dre 
were performed as well:  “I 
wish Dr. Dre and Eminem 
performed one of their 
songs.” 

Considering that Snoop 
Dogg’s early success is 
tied to Dr. Dre, it makes 
sense that two of their 
most popular collabora-
tions were performed. 
However, Dre and Emi-
nem also have an exten-
sive relationship, since 
Dre is an early fan of Emi-
nem’s.

Despite these critiques, 
the show was not with-
out memorable moments. 
Snoop Dogg was clearly 
enjoying himself as he 
proudly crip walked wear-
ing a blue bandana outfit. 
Moreover, 50 Cent made 
his appearance hanging 
upside down from the 
ceiling of the stage, dis-
tracted by the dancers 
around him. 

Lastly, Eminem made a 
statement by taking a knee 
at the end of his segment, 
alluding to Colin Kaeper-
nick’s protest against ra-
cial discrimination. 

Anderson Paak also 
made a cameo as a drum-
mer for Eminem. Finally, 
there were many elements 
of the performances that 
paid tribute to Compton, 
an iconic hub for West 
Coast rap.

Overall,  despite its 
f laws, this year’s halftime 
show did its most impor-
tant job: hyping up the 
audience while provid-
ing a memorable perfor-
mance. It is safe to say 
that this will not be the 
last time hip-hop and rap 
take center stage at the 
Super Bowl.

EMMA ROSENTHAL

“!e Poetics of Atmosphere”: Siera Hyte’s 
Curation of Art and Change

B Y  J E N N A  B O L I N G  ` 2 4
A r t s  &  E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

R e p o r t e r

Through the eyes of 
Siera Hyte,  assistant cu-
rator of  Modern and 
Contemporar y Art for the 
Colby College Museum 
of Art,  the sky possesses 
spiritual  signif icance. 

It’s  celest ial ,  mysteri-
ous.  If  one were to look 
back at  tradit ional  fres-
cos and other art  from 
the past ,  the sky has al-
ways been a space art ists 
have used to toss around 
ideas about deit ies and 
the afterl i fe. 

Hyte helped to curate 
the exhibit  “Poetics of 
Atmosphere” with a vi-
sion in mind: to reference 
specif ic  atmospheric im-
ager y which ref lects  one’s 
individual  art iculat ion of 
weight,  in turn informing 
one’s  experiences of  envi-
ronmental  surroundings. 

The exhibit ion is  on 
display at  the Colby Col-
lege Museum of Art unti l 
Apri l  17,  2022.  It  features 
the video “Cloudscape” 
(2005),  created by Lorna 
Simpson, as wel l  as sev-
eral  other works includ-
ing paintings,  charcoal 
composit ions,  and mixed 
media displays intention-
al ly placed in dialogue 
with Simpson’s piece.

“Cloudscape” centers 
around a single f igure 
played by art ist  Terr y 
Adkins.  He stands st i l l , 
s ide-prof i le  in view as he 
whist les a tune reminis-
cent of  a bygone t ime. As 
the video continues,  Ad-
kins becomes slowly en-
gulfed by the clouds unti l 
his  f igure fades entirely 
out of  focus. 

The cl ip cycles over 
and over,  and the cloud 
formations continue to 
wax and wane,  creating 
an experience of  elast ic 
t ime. 

Though one can in-
terpret “Cloudscape” in 
many ways,  Simpson’s 
work was intended to 
examine the formation, 
perception,  and experi-
ence of  Black identity. 
The f igure’s  fading and 
eventual  disappearance 
into the clouds exhibits 
the way in which race 
and gender identity in-
form a  person’s agency 
or lack thereof,  in turn 
determining their  level  of 
visibi l ity.  Simpson ef fec-
t ively distorts  the view-
er’s  understanding and 
relat ionship to t ime and 
space within the video. 

“I  think art ,  for one, 
can function as a voice or 
a stor ytel l ing mechanism 

for the oppressed,” Hyte 
said in an inter view with 
The Colby Echo .  “I  think 
art ists  have the abi l ity to 
speak truth to power in 
a way that is  real ly com-
pel l ing and pretty much 
unparal leled in terms of 
human expression.”

Though art  can ef fec-
t ively tackle a variety of 
important issues such as 
that of  systemic injustice 
and other forms of op-
pression,  Hyte feels  that 
it  is  necessar y to be more 
aware of  the many ways 
the dif ferent inst itutions 
and establishments that 
present these artworks 
can warp the art ist’s  orig-
inal  intentions. 

“I  don’t  think museums 
and art  viewing spaces 
necessari ly always do 
a great job of creating 
space for art ists  who are 
addressing those issues, 
who are not white,  or 
who come from other-
wise marginalized back-
grounds,” Hyte said.  “I 
think,  historical ly,  inst i-
tutions have not always 
done a good job of mak-
ing space for that art  to 
be viewed, or valuing 
what that art  has to say, 
so that’s  def initely some-
thing in the f ield that is 
improving.”

According to Hyte, 
Simpson’s “Cloudscape” 
not only ser ves as a voice 
for the oppressed,  but 
can also be viewed as 
somewhat of  an elegy for 
cl imate change and envi-
ronmental  loss. 

“In thinking about cl i-
mate change in particu-
lar,  one way to read or 
experience “Cloudscape” 
as sort  of  l ike an elegy.  I 
think there’s  a real  sense 
of  loss or fading away,  or 
this  sense of  disappear-
ance within that video 
that I  think can def inite-
ly be connected to con-
versations that we have 
about cl imate change 
and environmental  loss,” 
Hyte said. 

Hyte also felt  that 
“Cloudscape” could help 
guide the viewing of 
other works in the show, 
since its  whist l ing audio 
remains present through-
out the exhibit . 

“I  think the work is  less 
direct ly about landscape 
or the environment,” 
Hyte said,  “but it  acts  as 
a real ly great lens to view 
the other works in the 
show, some of which are 
more specif ical ly con-
cerned with imager y of 
land or the environment.”

Other images featured 
in the exhibit  are l ikewise 
less direct ly about cl i-

mate just ice or loss,  but 
st i l l  stand to reassert  the 
presence of  the vast  and 
beautiful  landscapes that 
make up our ecosystems 
and to inspire change. 
Cao Xiaoyang’s char-
coal  piece,  “The Twenty-
Four Solar Terms:  Vernal 
Equinox” (2019),  does 
just  that. 

“It’s  just  a beautiful 
image of the landscape, 
and something about it 
real ly captures the feel-
ing of quietude that you 
can only get  from being 
next to a real ly massive, 
over whelming part  of  the 
earth,” Hyte said.  “I  think 
that sense of  connection 
to the land or under-
standing of humanity’s 
posit ion within an eco-
system is  super power-
ful,”  Hyte said.

The Residual  (2007) by 
Julie Mehretu is  another 
work in the exhibit  that 
does a great job el icit ing 
strong feelings of  con-
nectedness and the desire 
for change,  though indi-
rect ly. 

“Through the way the 
show is  organized,  I 
think that  the  feel ings 
evoked by those  pieces 
become something that 
informs our  exper ience 
of  the  landscape,  espe-
cia l ly  because  concerns 
around the  environment 
are  sor t  of  inescapable 
and ever-present  in  this 
moment ,”  Hyte  said,  “so 
there’s  no way to  not  read 
the  tension within the 
re lat ionships  between 
the  di f ferent  works  in 
that  way.” 

Hyte  worked a longside 
Kel ly  Thorn,  Exhibit ion 
Designer,  and Megan 
Carey,  Manager  of  Exhi-
bit ions  and Publ icat ions , 
to  curate  “Poet ics  of  At-
mosphere.”  Al l  s tudents 
at  the  C ol lege  are  wel-
come,  and whi le  a  v is it 
to  the  museum might 
sound l ike  an int imidat-
ing exper ience  for  some, 
according to  Hyte,  there 
is  no wrong way to  walk 
through a  museum ga l-
ler y.

“Museums have  the 
potent ia l  to  be  commu-
nity  gather ing spaces 
and I  see  folks  come here 
where  it’s  c lear  they ’re 
just  meet ing a  f r iend for 
cof fee  and the  ga l ler y  is 
just  a  place  for  them to 
st rol l  together,  or  it’s  a 
place  for  a  caregiver  to 
br ing their  k id  on a  bl iz-
zarding day,”  Hyte  said. 
“I  think that’s  just  as 
important  for  the  cam-
pus community  and the 
broader  community  as 
anything e lse .

ADVERTISEMENT: 

Forthcoming summer exhibition at L.C. Bates Museum: 

Wilderness and Culture 

CU R AT E D  BY  MA R Í A  MI N U E S A 
A N D C A R O L I N E  SC A R O L A 

T he L .C .  Bates  Museum’s  up -

com ing annua l  summer exh ibi -

t ion w i l l  open on 7  May 2022 . 

Wi lderness  and Cu lt u re  i n-

c ludes  over  35 works  by 20 a r t-

i st s  f rom Ma ine or  w it h t ies  to 

t he st ate ,  who work i n  a  va r ie t y 

of  med iums.  T he open ing w i l l 

t ake  pl ace  on May 7,  2022 f rom 

4 to  6  p.m.  EST. 

 “Caged L ion” (1976 –77 ), 

Berna rd Langla is’s  monumenta l 

wooden scu lpt u re  on t he l awn 

next  to  t he  L .C .  Bates  Mu-

seum,  per fec t ly  encapsu l ates 

capt iv it y.  Tak ing it s  cue f rom 

t he st ate -w ide i n it i at ive  and 

t he 2021–22 annua l  human it ies 

t heme at  Colby on Freedom and 

capt iv it y,  t he  2022 L .C .  Bates 

summer exh ibit ion i nv ites  a r t-

i st s  to  engage w it h t he mean-

ings  t hat  t hese  t wo concepts 

hold for  t he  nat u ra l  wor ld  and 

t he ways  i n  wh ich we conce ive , 

represent ,  and imag ine f reedom 

and capt iv it y  i n  nat u re . 

 T he a r t i st s  i n  t he  show cons id-

er  not ions  such as  w i lderness , 

cu lt ivat ion ,  and domest icat ion . 

T h is  exh ibit ion compr ises  f i g -

u rat ive  and abst rac t  depic t ions 

of  t he  re l at ionsh ip bet ween hu-

mans and nat u re .  For  example , 

Jan ice  A nt hony ’s  pa int i ng Lost 

Pond ,  Cobscook of fers  a  v iew 

of  a  pr i st i ne  pond su r rounded 

by f ree ly  g row ing veget at ion 

where  one can f i nd sol it ude and 

an escape f rom what  A nt hony 

ca l l s  t he  “busyness  and produc-

t ion” of  ou r  soc iet y.  Express i ng 

t he t heme of  Wi lderness  and 

Cu lt u re  i n  a  more metaphor ica l 

way,  R achae l  O’ Shaughnessy ’s 

Su r f  Echo 3 ,  i s  a  da rk ab -

st rac t  pr i nt  t hat  a l ludes  to  t he 

ocean’s  awe- i nspi r i ng vast ness . 

In  h is  photog raph Br idg ing t he 

Wi lderness ,  John Meader  i l lus-

t rates  how humans and nat u re 

i nter t w ine as  t he “ra i l roads 

were  t he i ndust r i a l  ve ins  t hat 

g rew t h rough t he w i lderness .” 

Lynn K ar l i n  presents  us  w it h 

an image of  t he  successfu l  do -

mest icat ion of  w i lderness .  In 

her  photo t it led Domest icat ion 

meets  Cu lt ivat ion ,  a  house cat 

s it s  next  to  a  cr uc i ferous  veg -

et able  head .  Nina Boh len’s  oi l 

pane l  explores  ou r  abi l i t y  to 

t ake advantage  of  nat u re  i n 

order  to  “beaut i f y ”  or  “enter -

t a i n” ou r  ot her w ise  i ndust r i a l 

wor ld .  Boh len’s  In  t he Jung le 

set s  a  d ichotomy as  t he nat u-

ra l  wor ld  col l ides  w it h  t hat  of 

human creat ion :  a  color fu l  vase 

of  f lowers  w it h a  t ropica l  bi rd 

perched on it  i s  su r rounded by 

da rk jung le  v i nes . 

 As a  non-t rad it iona l  muse-

um t hat  focuses  on t he nat u ra l 

wor ld ,  t he  L .C .  Bates  of fers  t he 

per fec t  set t i ng to  explore  how 

t he d ichotomy of  “f reedom and 

capt iv it y ”  pl ays  out  i n  nat u re . 

Wi lderness  and Cu lt u re  i s  t he 

resu lt  of  a  col l aborat ive  ef for t 

bet ween t he L .C .  Bates  Muse-

um st af f  and t wo Colby Col-

lege  st udents ,  Mar í a  M inuesa 

and Carol i ne  Sca rol a ,  under  t he 

super v is ion of  Professor  Véro -

n ique Plesch .

 For  more i nformat ion , 

ca l l  207-238 - 4250 or 

ema i l  lcbates@g wh.org

JOHN MEADER

Bridging the Wilderness (2021). Digital photograph. 

Students in the common room of a Hillside dormitory watch the Rams beat the Bengals in Super Bowl LVI.

JULIE MEHRETU 
“!e Residual,” (2007). Color sugar li" and spit bite aquatints with hard ground etching, and drypoint.

!is image of a railroad is one of 35 pieces in this Maine oriented collection at the L.C. Bates Museum.

!is multimedia artwork is part of the exhibition because its 
full tumultuous design envokes change and connection.  



B Y  C O N R A D  W E N
O p i n i o n s  R e p o r t e r

I  h ave  b e e n  p ond e r i ng 
my  p l ans  for  su m me r 
l ate ly.  I  to ok  a  f l i g ht 
t r a i n i ng  c ou rs e  sp on -
s ore d  by  a  C olby  a lu m 
du r i ng  Jan  P l an ;  i t  w a s 
p e r fe c t  for  anyone  l o ok -
i ng  for  a  c are e r  i n  av i a -
t i on .  T he  i ns t r u c tors 
we re  he lpf u l  i n  d e s c r ib -
i ng  e ve r y  a sp e c t  o f  f l y -
i ng ,  i nc lu d i ng  t he  te ch -
n i c a l  a sp e c t s  of  av i at i on 
a s  we l l  a s  p o ss ib l e  c a -
re e r  p at hs . 

 S t ar t i ng  a  f l i g ht  c a -
re e r  s e e ms  prom i s i ng . 
My  p are nt s  we re  sup -
p or t ive  and  u rge d  me  to 
s t ay  i n  t he  Un ite d  St ate s 
for  t he  su m me r  to  e x -
p l ore  av i at i on .  Howe v -
e r,  I  am  s t i l l  a  l i t t l e  he s -
i t ant ,  b e c au s e  I  wou l d 
pre fe r  to  re tu r n  home  to 
C h i n a  to  s e e  my  f am i ly.  

In  ge ne r a l ,  w he n  m a k -
i ng  a  m aj or  d e c i s i on ,  i t 
s e e ms  l o g i c a l  to  pu sh 
aw ay  i r re l e v ant  f a c tors 
l i ke  i r r at i on a l  e mot i ons 
and  t r ans i e nt  i mpu l s e s . 
We  shou l d  fo c u s  on  t he 
pre s e nt  s i tu at i on  to  f i nd 
t he  b e s t  s o lut i on . 

I f  I  w ant  to  s t ay  l o c a l 
to  pu rsu e  my  p ote nt i a l 
f l i g ht  c are e r,  i t ’s  more 
re a s on abl e  to  re m ai n 
he re  for  t he  su m me r, 
g ive n  t he  he f t y  pr i c e  of 
a  t i cke t  and  t he  i ne v i -
t ab l e  mont h - l ong  qu ar-
ant i ne  onc e  I  ar r ive  i n 
C h i n a .  By  e ar n i ng  my -
s e l f  a  pr iv ate  p i l ot  l i -
c e ns e ,  I  s e c u re  my s e l f  a 
s t ab l e  s ou rc e  of  i nc ome 
—  w h i ch  I  m ay  ve r y  we l l 
u s e  to  p ay  for  a  f l i g ht 
home. 

I f  I  re m ai n  on  c ampu s , 

I  w i l l  f u l f i l l  my  p are nt s’ 
w i she s  and  prove  t h at  I 
am  a  go o d  k i d  w ho  l i s -
te ns  to  t he m .  T he y  w i l l 
b e  p l e a s e d  to  s e e  t h at 
I  am  ab l e  to  l ive  i nd e -
p e nd e nt ly  w he n  t he y 
c an  no  l onge r  b e  by  my 
s i d e ,  e a s i ng  my  p are nt s’ 
an x i e t y  ove r  a  s ome -
w h at  s i g n i f i c ant  l i f e  d e -
c i s i on .

My  ot he r  opt i on  i s  to 
f ly  b a ck  home  and  s t ay 
w i t h  my  p are nt s .  L e t  u s 
for  a  mome nt  supp o s e 
t h at  I  d o  f ly  b a ck .  It 
m a ke s  me  a  d i s ob e d i e nt 
s on  i n  t he  s e ns e  t h at  I 
d i d  not  fo l l ow  my  p ar-
e nt s’  a dv i c e .  I  w i l l  h ave 
a l s o  l o s t  t he  opp or tu -
n i t y  to  obt a i n  a  pr iv ate 
p i l ot ’s  l i c e ns e .  It  s e e ms 
t h at  I  c ou l d  l o s e  e ve r y -
t h i ng  by  one  d e c i s i on .  

Pe rh ap s  I  forgot  to 
c ons i d e r  s ome t h i ng 
ju s t  a s  i mp or t ant :  I 
l ove  my  p are nt s ,  and 
I  d on’t  w ant  t he m  to 
wor r y  ab out  me .  T h i s  i s 
a  c ompl e te ly  subj e c t ive 
t hou g ht  w h i ch  ho l d s  no 
s i g n i f i c anc e  to  anyone 
but  me ,  ye t  i t  i s  pre c i s e -
ly  t he  t hou g ht  t h at  c om -
p ou nd s  my  d i l e m m a . 

T he  more  I  c onte m -
pl ate  i t ,  t he  more  I 
c on f u s e  my s e l f ,  a s  i f 
I  am  s tu ck  i n  a  mu d -
dy  s w amp.  T he  more  I 
s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t he  d e c i -
s i on  of  w he t he r  or  not 
to  pu rsu e  av i at i on ,  t he 
f u r t he r  I  s i n k .  

My  d e c i s i on  to  re -
m ai n ,  t he re fore ,  wou l d 
i nc re a s e  my  an x i e t y  and 
home s i ck ne ss .  I  d on’t 
k now  w h at  my  p ar-
e nt s  wou l d  t h i n k  f rom 
a c ro ss  su ch  a  l ong  d i s -
t anc e .  I  am  a f r a i d  t h at 

I  w i l l  f u r t he r  wor r y  my 
p are nt s  by  not  b e i ng  by 
t he i r  s i d e  and  t he m  not 
k now i ng  how  I  am  d o -
i ng . 

It  i s  f u r t he r  c om -
p ou nd e d  by  t he  f a c t  t h at 
i t  i s  not  a  prob l e m  t h at 
c ou l d  s i mply  b e  s o lve d 
t h rou g h  c om mu n i c at i on 
b e c au s e  i t  i s  my  ve r y 
t hou g ht s  t h at  c onc e r n 
me . 

O n  one  s i d e  of  t h i s 
i s su e  l i e s  my  p ote nt i a l 
c are e r  p at h ;  on  t he  ot h -
e r,  my  d e are s t  p e opl e 
on  E ar t h  w ho  I  h ave n’t 
s e e n  for  ne ar ly  a  ye ar. 

T he  p e rs on  w it h  t he 
h i g he s t  s t a ke s  i n  t h i s 
d e c i s i on  i s  me .  I  am 
s tu ck  b e c au s e  I  d on’t 
k now  how  to  r an k  t he 
v a lu e s  of  e i t he r  choi c e 
by  re a s on .  T he y  b ot h 
s e e m  e qu a l ly  i mp or t ant . 
T he  on ly  f a c u l t y  I  am 
l e f t  w i t h  i s  to  t r u s t  my 
i ns t i nc t s . 

I f  I  we re  to  d e c i d e  t h at 
I  shou l d  s t ay,  my  l ove 
for  my  p are nt s  m i g ht 
s e e m  l e s s  s t rong .  I f  I 
f e e l  t h at  I  l ove  sp e nd -
i ng  t i me  w it h  my  p ar-
e nt s  e nou g h  to  s a c r i f i c e 
t h i s   c are e r  opp or tu n i -
t y,  t he n  I  w i l l  f l y  b a ck 
on  a  c om me rc i a l  a i r l i ne , 
r at he r  t h an  s t ay  to  pu r-
su e  a  f l i g ht  c are e r.  

But  how  i s  t he  v a lu e 
of  a  fe e l i ng  d e te r m i ne d ? 
I f  I  re m ai n ,  I  mu st  a c -
c e pt  t he  l ong i ng  for  my 
p are nt s .  I f  I  cho o s e  to 
f ly  b a ck ,  I  g ive  up  my 
f l i g ht  t r a i n i ng  opp or-
tu n i t y,  but  I  pr i or i t i z e 
my  l ove  for  my  p are nt s 
and  my  c on ne c t i ons 
to  t he m .  S o,  p e rh ap s  I 
shou l d  s t ar t  l o ok i ng  for 
p l ane  t i cke t s .
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BY  MA RY R I TA CU R C I O 
Columnist

For t hose Colby stu-
dents on t he Nordic sk i , 
crew, or cross coun-
tr y teams, t he Quarr y 
Road Tra i ls a re a com-
mon gat her ing spot used 
for t ra ining. But for t he 
rest of us ,  mysel f  in-
cluded, Quarr y Roads 
is just a place we hear 
about f rom t ime to t ime. 
I  decided to change t hat , 
and took an adventure to 
Quarr y Road. So here is 
your g uide to ever y t hing 
you need to k now about 
Quarr y Road so you can 
seem l ike a seasoned pro 
when you get t here.  It  is 
def initely wor t h a v isit !  

From campus, Quarr y 
Road is 1.7 mi les away, 
which is a 30-minute 
wa lk or a 4 minute dr ive. 
Once you arr ive ,  t here is 
a l it t le brow n y ur t t hat 
has a l l  t he renta l equip-
ment or any t hing else 
t hat one wou ld need for 
a successf u l outdoor ad-
venture. 

Quarr y Road is k now n 
for Nordic sk i ing but of-
fers so many more ac-
t iv it ies .  The t ra i ls can be 
used for dow nhi l l  sk i ing 
(which is a new feature 

t his w inter),  backcountr y 
sk i ing , fat bik ing, snow-
shoeing, and dog wa lk-
ing. 

W hen I arr ived at 
Quarr y Road I opted for 
snowshoeing. I  had only 
been Nordic sk i ing once 
so snowshoeing seemed 
l ike t he less daunt ing op-
t ion, a decision I ’m ver y 
g lad about . 

Quarr y Road has renta l 
Nordic sk is for t he stu-
dent pr ice of $10, and 
snowshoes are f ree of 
charge to rent . 

There is a w indow at 
t he Yur t ,  f rom which a l l 
t he renta l gear is checked 
out .  Before t he pandemic 
consumers cou ld go into 
t he y ur t to rent gear but 
now a l l  t ransact ions hap-
pen t hrough t he w indow. 

There was an older 
man and woman work-
ing t he Yur t ,  who were 
bot h ver y f r iend ly and 
gave helpf u l inst ruc-
t ions.  Af ter I  told t hem 
t hat I  was a nov ice and 
was unsure what pat h to 
ta ke, t he man went to get 
me snowshoes ,  and t he 
woman grabbed a map of 
t he t ra i ls to point me in 
t he r ight d irect ion. 

She showed me which 
t ra i l  to snowshoe on and 
told me to look out for 

t he yout h sk i race t hat 
was going on. She told me 
I shou ldn’t run into any 
of t he k ids sk i ing , as t hey 
were on anot her pat h. 

The man had me sign 
out t he snowshoes and 
t hen t he woman gave me 
t he map which I tucked 
in my pocket as I  head-
ed of f to f ind t he pat h. 
There were a lot of peo-
ple out on t he t ra i ls and I 
stopped an older couple , 
who helped point me in 
t he d irect ion of t he pat h.

I ended up snowshoe-
ing for over an hour, and 
t he whole exper ience was 
inv igorat ing. The pat h 
was beaut i f u l and quiet , 
ta k ing me a long t he r iver 
and t hrough t he woods. It 
was easy to nav igate ,  and 
I d id t he loop and t hen 
returned t he snowshoes 
to t he Yur t .  My f r iend 
came to pick me up at t he 
t ra i lhead and we headed 
back to campus.

 The overa l l  exper ience 
was amazing and I wou ld 
high ly recommend a l l 
Colby students to v isit  at 
least once before gradu-
at ing. Being in Maine 
comes w it h bot h pros 
and cons , but hav ing t he 
oppor tunit y to explore 
Quarr y Road is def initely 
one of t he pros!

Quarry Road adventure How to fly home: 
a decision of feeling and reason

WIKIPEDIA COMMONS

Quarry Road provides maps of the cross country ski routes for visitors during the months with snow.

B Y   M O L LY  G E O R G E 
A r ts  & Enter tainment 
and O pinions Editor

Spr ing semester  in-
volves  a  lot  of  s lush. 
From the  bitter ly  cold 
star t ,  t rekking across 
campus can be  a  cha l-
lenge.  And just  as  the 
days  star t  to  get  longer 
and warmer,  ever ything 
cont inues  to  get  busier. 
Given the  messy  weath-
er,  spr ing is  a  welcome 
opportunity  for  rout ine. 

Dean Karlene Burel l -
McR ae sent  an emai l  on 
Feb.  11  about  the  “re-

markable  star t  to  the 
spr ing semester.”  Past 
spr ing semesters  have 
been messier.  For  most 
of  my col lege  exper ience, 
winter  has  meant  more 
COVID-19 cases ,  more 
isolat ion,  more  braving 
the  cold  than usual  be-
cause  it’s  the  safest  place 
to  socia l ize .  The benef its 
of  this  pol ic y  include 
more sk i  days  and hikes 
and adventures ,  which 
is  a  def init ive  highl ight . 
People  tend to  spend 
t ime at  the  beginning of 
the  semester  maximizing 
winter  fun,  before  ever y-
thing star ts  to  melt . 

And meltdowns have 
happened before  — just 
as  ever yone is  gett ing 
back and gett ing sett led 
and gett ing out  of  the 
br ief  arr iva l  quarant ine, 
there  can be  an out-
break.  I  don’t  think I ’m 
a lone in  expect ing an 
unfor tunate  increase  in 
cases  just  when things 
star t  to  feel  safe .  B eing 
sent  home for  a  world-
wide lockdown my f irst 
spr ing semester  and 
quarant ined at  the  star t 
of  my second spr ing ,  we 
have  to  be  ready for  any-
thing,  so  I  was  gear ing 
up for  another  pandemic 
semester.  C ol lege  in  the 
t ime of  COVID -19 has 
involved a  sustained po-
tent ia l  of  los ing in  per-
son interact ions  as  we 
used to  know them.  I 
haven’t  not  worn a  mask 
in  class  in  two years ,  un-
less  it  was  over  Z oom, 
which f lattens  my per-
sonal ity  onto a  screen 
rather  than cover ing 
my face.  B oth opt ions 
are  a  weird way to  go 
to  school ,  but  I  am un-
doubtedly  used to  them. 

Just  this  past  Fr iday, 
the  decis ion to  minimize 
masks  came earl ier  and 
more absolutely  than I 
expected g iven recent 
COVID trends .  But  my 
surpr ise  is  more  closely 
re lated to  what  I ’m used 
to  in  a  spr ing semester 
at  C olby.  Quarant ine  cl i -
chés  as ide,  masks  have 
become normal  over  the 
years .  I ’m so used to  the 
t r ia ls  and tr ibulat ions  of 

going to  a  smal l  pr ivate 
l ibera l  ar ts  col lege  in 
a  pandemic…of course 
the  things  we’ve  grown 
accustomed to  are  not 
so  terr ible  in  the  grand 
scheme of  this  event  we 
are  rea l ist ica l ly  a l l  t i red 
of  ta lk ing about .  But 
s ince  the  s ituat ion is  a l -
ways  changing,  there  is 
a lways  something to  ta lk 
about . 

Masks  are  helpful  in 
many ways  — a  subt le 
st rateg y to  keep my face 
extra  warm between 
bui ldings ,  as  I  know 
many people  have  come 
to  rea l ize .  They can be 
an accessor y  as  much 
as  a  necess ity,  but  now 
that  they are  much more 
opt ional  across  most  of 
campus,  I  wonder  i f  i t 
wi l l  remain socia l ly  ac-
ceptable  to  keep a  cozy 
mask over  your  nose  (or 
at  least  chin)  whi le  we 
get  used to  the  f reedom 
of  wear ing our  faces . 
Whi le  it’s  excit ing that 
we get  to  be  more open 
around campus and get 
r id  of  the  c losed-of f 
feel ing of  masks ,  the  en-
thusiasm feels  tempered 
with an obvious  adjust-
ment ,  because  now un-
masking is  something 
new too.  S eeing the  fu l l 
faces  of  anyone around 
campus bui ldings  is  a 
l i t t le  jarr ing ,  in  a  s imi-
lar  way that  not  meet ing 
someone without  know-
ing what  their  whole  face 
looks  l ike  was  disor ient-
ing (and rea l ly  st i l l  i s ) . 
But  rather  than return-
ing to  no masks  l ike  we 
never  had them,  this  un-
masking is  l ike  a  f resh 
star t . 

The t ransit ion match-
es  this  moment  in  the 
spr ing semester  where 
we get  to  adjust  to  new 
schedules  and get  orga-
nized.  This  opt ional  un-
masking makes  me feel 
l ike  we can relax  into  the 
semester.  Though rules 
may seem ambiguous 
and masks  may or  may 
not  be  missed,  unmask-
ing feels  l ike  spr ing .  It’s 
a l l  a  l i t t le  messy  and 
def inite ly  excit ing — a 
spr ing cleaning of  sor ts . 

Unmasking for the start 
of  the spring semester
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Pen to Paper

Are you a writer? A novelist? A poet? 
A !ash "ction author? 

Submit your writing to The Colby 
Echo to be featured in our weekly 

Pen to Paper features column! 

We accept all kinds of writing and 
all subject matter. Length should be 

under 1200 words, if possible. 

Email any and all submissions to 
colbyecho1877@gmail.com. Pieces 
can be submitted anonymously if 

desired.

This is your chance to show Colby 
your writing skills!

BY RO H A N SI N H A
Spor ts Repor ter

Colby Men’s Ice 
Hockey scraped 
through a series of 
close games, com-
ing out the other side 
with their top spot in 
the NESCAC Rankings 
st i l l intact.

After postpone-
ments due to win-
ter storms, the team 
star ted off the week of 
Feb. 6 at home against 
Amherst. Applying 
the pressure early, 
the Mules outshot 
the Mammoths in the 
f irst period but were 
unable to establish a 
lead.

Through the second 
period, Colby con-
t inued to put shots 
on goal, but Amherst 
star ted to f ire back. 
The Mammoths broke 
the deadlock short ly 
af ter with the only 
goal of the night com-
ing in the seventeenth 
minute.

Alex Bourhas `23 
won the faceoff to be-
gin the third period 
and kickstar t an ag-
gressive push to t ie up 
the game. He would 
f inish with fourteen 
faceoff wins on the 
night, providing a con-
solator y standout in-
dividual performance 
as the Mules failed to 
wrest le the win away 
from Amherst, losing 
1-0.

After the tough loss 
to Amherst, the Mules 
hosted Middlebur y on 
Feb. 8. The Panthers 
arrived with only one 

conference win this 
season. However, they 
came into the Jack 
Kelley Arena set on 
beating Colby, and 
spoiling Colby ’s f irst 
seed standing.

Middlebur y f ired 
quickly out of the 
gates, demanding four 
saves out of Colby ’s 
goalie Andy Beran `24 
before scoring just 
1:48 into the period. 
Colby struggled to 
offset the early def i-
cit, fail ing to convert 
on t wo power plays 
against the conf ident 
Panthers.

The second period 
star ted off similar 
to the f irst, with the 
Panthers punching 
home again 1:16 into 
the period, but this 
t ime around Colby 
landed a response just 
nineteen seconds later 
thanks to a goal from 
Brian Sanzone `22. 

Austen Halpin `22 
helped the Mules land 
the one-t wo and t ie 
up Middlebur y with a 
goal for ty f ive seconds 
later. Colby managed 
to kil l t wo penalt ies 
and close out an oth-
er wise scoreless sec-
ond period.

Looking to just ify 
their top spot in the 
conference and send 
Midllebur y back to the 
basement, Colby came 
into the third period 
hungr y for a winning 
goal. Sanzone, who 
kickstar ted Colby ’s 
comeback earlier in 
the game, provided 
Middlebur y with a 
power play opportuni-

ty early in the period. 
The Mules defended 
the mismatched op-
portunity, but San-
zone soon linked up 
with fellow goal scor-
er Halpin to assist 
John McElaney `24’s 
game-winning goal. 
The Mules managed to 
protect their impres-
sive record with the 
excit ing 3-2 comeback 
win, now looking to-
wards a tr ip to Middle-
town, Connecticut.

Colby faced second 
ranked Wesleyan Feb. 
11, looking to knock 
their closest competi-
tors off their heels in 
the standings. The 
Mules’ offense estab-
lished itself early, 
with a goal thir ty-
eight seconds into the 
f irst period from Mi-
chael Morrissey `22. 
Colby ’s at tack found 
the back of the net 
again in the ninth 
minute with a goal 
from Just in Gril lo `22, 
and the defense sup-
ported their momen-
tum, kil l ing t wo pen-
alt ies.

Wesleyan began to 
test Beran’s consis-
tency by f ir ing more 
shots on goal and ul-
t imately convert ing 
a power play in the 
fourteenth minute. 
Wesleyan continued to 
wrest le control of the 
game from the Mules 
into the third peri-
od, with a ty ing goal 
8:41 in. The Cardinals 
looked to put Colby on 
the opposite side of a 
3-2 comeback win, but 
they failed to convert 

a power play at the 
end of the period.

Heading into an 
overt ime period fea-
turing a three versus 
three matchup, Colby 
looked to stay focused 
and secure a result, 
but the Mules’ offense 
could not nail the 
game-winner. Beran’s 
composure capped off 
a night of t wenty-sev-
en saves individually 
and a 2-2 t ie for the 
Mules heading into 
the next day ’s match-
up.

The next af ternoon, 
the Mules remained 
in Connecticut for a 
matchup with Trinity, 
another NESCAC force 
looking for a late-
season grab at Colby ’s 
top spot in the confer-

ence.
Colby put t wo shots 

on goal early in the 
f irst, but Trinity ’s 
early pressure pulled 
them ahead of the 
Mules with a goal 6:28 
into the period. Colby, 
hungr y to clear the 
def icit, established a 
back and for th with 
the Bantams until 
Trinity converted a 
power play in the f inal 
minutes of the second 
period. 

Trinity, looking to 
seal a t ight game, and 
Colby, looking to f it 
another game-winner 
into the week, traded 
shots, each struggling 
to f ind the net well 
into the third period. 
After the Mules’ pen-
alty kil l, Jack Sullivan 

`24 scored an unas-
sisted goal, leaving six 
and a half minutes for 
a crucial game-tying 
goal. Late pressure 
from Colby ’s offense 
could not pull the 
Mules back into the 
game, and Colby lef t 
Connecticut with an-
other unsatisfying re-
sult following a t ight ly 
contested matchup.

The Mules plan on 
leaving the losses be-
hind as they head into 
the last week of the reg-
ular season,defending 
their home rink and 
the f irst seed heading 
into playoffs later this 
mont h by ta k ing on 
Tuf ts Feb. 18 at home 
and Connect icut Col-
lege Feb. 19, a lso at 
home.

Men’s Hockey maintain top conference position after tough week of competition

Scores of the Week

Friday 2/11
Women’s Alpine Ski 

at Dartmouth Carnival 
Classic
Placed

6 (of 11)

Saturday 2/12
Women’s Squash 

vs. Wesleyan University
at Clinton, NY

Loss 
4 - 5

Saturday 2/12
Women’s Squash 

vs. Connecicut College
at Clinton, NY

Win 
5 - 4

Friday 2/11
Men’s Basketball

vs. Wesleyan University
at Wesleyan

Loss 
70 - 87

Saturday 2/12
Women’s Basketball
vs. UMaine Fort Kent   

at Fort Kent
Win 

76 - 40

Friday 2/11
Women’s Nordic Ski 

at Dartmouth Carnival 
Classic
Placed

5 (of 11)

Sunday 2/6
Men’s Squash 

 vs. Hamilton College
at Hartford, Conn.

Win 
6-3

Friday 2/11
Men’s Nordic Ski 

at Dartmouth Carnival 
Classic
Placed

9 (of 11)

Friday 2/11
Men’s Alpine Ski 

at Dartmouth Carnival 
Classic
Placed

5 (of 11)

Tuesday 2/6
Women’s Basketball  

 vs. Bates College
at Bates

Loss 
62 - 75 

COLBY ATHLETICS

BY ROHAN SINHA
Sports Reporter

Colby Women’s Ice 
Hockey came into last 
week looking to add 
onto an impressive 13-3 
record with two games 
lined up Feb. 11 and 
Feb. 12 against visiting 
Connecticut College. 
The Mules have made a 
statement this season, 
securing the number 
two spot in the confer-
ence behind undefeated 
Middlebury.

The Mules kicked 
off the weekend with a 
strong first period Feb 
11, hammering shots on 
goal early but failing to 
take advantage of two 
power plays. Colby’s of-
fense demanded twelve 
saves from Connecticut 
College’s goalie, but the 
Camels managed to step 
it up in the second pe-
riod.

Both teams fought to 
hold each other score-
less and kill a penalty 
apiece through the sec-
ond piece, holding the 
matchup in a gridlock. 
Nina Prunster `22 sup-
ported the Mules with 
nine saves that period 
as her side continued to 
test the Camels’ goalie. 
Anna Staton `25 led the 
period’s offensive ef-
forts for Colby with four 
shots on goal.

The Mules finally 
managed to crack the 
game open 8:15 into 
the third period with 
Jillian Mazzocca `23’s 
ninth goal of the sea-
son coming off an as-
sist from Meg Ritten-
house `24 and Staton. A  

power play opportunity 
gave Colby a goal, and 
six minutes later that 
lead grew with a goal 
from Lily Wisniewski 
`25. The goal, assisted 
by Stephanie Lane `22, 
marks the first-year’s 
first in her collegiate 
career.

As the Mules began to 
cruise following a tight 
start to the matchup, 
Abby Wick `25 found the 
back of an empty net, 
burying the game in the 
final minute, with an as-
sist from Madi Aumann 
`23. Prunster provided 
nineteen saves in net 
for the Mules, securing 
a comfortable 3-0 shut-
out victory at home. The 
Mules handled business 
in the third period to 
ensure the final result 
reflected their strength 
and confidence heading 
into the second match 
up.

The Camels came out 
renewed the next after-
noon, testing Prunster 
early with shot after 
shot on goal to start 
the first period. Colby 
managed to suppress 
any potential momen-
tum from the Camels 
by finding themselves a 
power play opportunity 
7:46 in, but they were 
unable to convert. Col-
by demonstrated they 
were still the same team 
as the night before, the 
second ranked team in 
the conference by re-
sponding with pressure. 
However, both teams 
struggled to score, and 
each failed to convert 
two penalties in the 
first period.

Colby broke the tie 
10:22 into the second 
period off a power play 
with Georgia Pettygrove 
`25’s first  collegiate 
goal. Wick provided 
the assist, followed up 
five minutes later with 
another goal from Rit-
tenhouse to establish a 
2-0 lead for the Mules. 
Rittenhouse, recently 
named NESCAC player 
of the week, proved her 
worthiness off an assist 
from Lexi Cafiero `22, 
who had earned player 
of the week honors just 
the week before. The 
Mules managed to es-
tablish a 2-0 lead before 
the second intermission 
this time around, head-
ing into the third period 
in a much more com-
fortable position.

In just the third min-
ute of the period, Cafie-
ro put the Mules up by 
three off another assist 
from Wick. Unfortu-
nately, just two minutes 
later the Camels would 
manage to kill the shut-
out for Prunster, who 
would finish the night 
with an impressive 
twenty-eight saves. Con-
necticut College could 
not muster up a come-
back against a strong 
Mules side as Colby fin-
ished the weekend with 
a 3-1 win.

Colby prepares to 
host Amherst for two 
games Feb. 19 and 20, 
as the Mammoths sit 
just behind the Mules in 
conference standings. 
Colby awaits the games 
with a comfortable 15-3 
record, looking to cap 
off a stellar season.

Women’s Hockey sweeps the Camels

Colby Men’s Hockey duels Wesleyan for a ricochet puck after an errant pass from the Mules. 



BY JULIAN CANGIETER-
HERNANDEZ

Sports Reporter

Colby Men’s Bas-
ketball took the floor 
against a solid Tufts 
team in a Senior Day-
thriller this past Tues-
day Feb. 8. 

Heading into this 
game, the Mules sport-
ed an 11-10 record, 
having won six out of 
their nine home out-
ings. Tufts had a simi-
lar record — 10-9 — but 
won only three out their 
nine away games. Colby 
celebrated their guard 

Matt Hanna `22, the 
only graduating mem-
ber of the team and his 
four-year career was 
forever stamped into 
Mules history.

Before the game, 
guard Jack Richard `25 
spoke during Senior 
Day celebrations of his 
departing upperclass-
man.

“[Matt’s] been a great 
leader, especially by 
example, he’s always 
putting in work. He’s 
always down to ease 
the tension with a 
joke or something like 
that,” Richard said.  

“It’s fun to watch him 
perform and have a 
good time on the court, 
so I’ll definitely miss 
those aspects of him.”

Regarding the night’s 
gameplan, Richard had 
some insight into the 
team’s mindset.

“We want to make 
them play our game, 
make them play fast 
and try to run them out 
of the gym,” he said.

Richard is ready to 
step up and deliver in 
the years ahead. After 
being out for most of 
the season with inju-
ries, he had an oppor-

tunity to see from the 
sidelines how to best 
support his team next 
season.

“I want to put [my 
teammates] in a posi-
tion to play to their 
strengths. I’ve got to 
focus on keeping the 
energy high. This year, 
I’ve definitely been an 
energy-guy due to my 
knee injury and then 
concussion,” Richard 
said. “I haven’t touched 
the floor like that this 
year, so I have to keep 
positive energy because 
it’s easy to get into an 
exhausted attitude.”

Families and friends 
came out to support the 
team in their last regu-
lar season game of the 
season, hoping for a fi-
nal win before heading 
into the playoffs.

Historically, Colby 
has struggled playing 
Tufts in the past and 
this game was no differ-
ent. From the opening 
tip-off to the final buzz-
er, contact was a heavy 
presence on the court. 
The referees let the 
players battle through 
contact and the game 
took place mostly in the 
paint.

The game was very 
close after the first half, 
ending 26-22. There 
were five lead changes, 
but Tufts finished with 
the advantage despite 
neither team shooting 
efficiently. Tufts had 
made just two more 
field goals than Colby 
but had shot ten more 
attempts to get there.

Both defenses played 
well, but there were 
plenty of missed oppor-
tunities on both ends. 
Colby and Tufts got good 
looks for shots under 
their patent offenses, 
but neither team could 

find the bottom of the 
net. They were both un-
der 30 percent from the 
field, and their three 
point percentages were 
both below 15.

Hanna had a number 
of flashy passes in the 
half that got the crowd 
going. Jonah Obi `23 
had a monstrous dunk 
and a block that turned 
heads, and Jack Lawson 
`25 was on fire, scoring 
a quick six points for 
the Mules in consecu-
tive possessions.

In the second half, 
both teams improved 
their shooting percent-
ages, but Tufts still kept 
the advantage, physi-
cally willing themselves 

to victory. The Jumbos 
also had the edge in 
free throws with 19 at-
tempts compared to 
Colby’s eight.

Tufts ability to take 
contact and draw fouls 
was a testimony to their 
dominance throughout 
the game. They only al-
lowed Colby to have the 
lead for three and a half 
minutes early on in the 
game, though they were 
never able to develop a 
large advantage.

For every Colby 
missed shot, Tufts had a 
response, and the Jum-
bos controlled the glass 
well. They had 12 of-
fensive rebounds com-
pared to Colby’s three, 
giving them plenty of 
second chance opportu-
nities to score.

At the end, Colby’s 
desperate efforts to 
close the game fell 
short. With two min-
utes left in play, the 
Mules were swarming. 
They ran a well-execut-
ed press that caused a 
few Tufts turnovers, but 
it was too little, too late.

Ultimately, Tufts won 
61-53, a disappointing 
end to the Mules’ last 
regular season home 
game.

Lucas Green `23 had 
a great game, scoring 
a game high 19 points 
on 13 attempts. He was 
4-7 from three and hit 
a pair of clutch triples 
that almost resulted in 
a Mule comeback.

Lawson also played 
very well, adding 12 
points of his own on top 
of five rebounds and 
three assists.

Both players will con-
tinue to try and keep 
up their high-level play 
in their next outings to 
finish this year’s sea-
son.
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Men’s Basketball falls short in senior game against Tufts 

BY WI L L BE D I N G F I E L D
Sports Editor

Colby Women’s Swim 
and Dive wrapped 
up their regular sea-
son and invited the 
remaining NESCAC 
teams to Waterville for 
the NESCAC champi-
onships. The weekend-
long event spanned 
Feb. 10 to Feb. 13. 

This past champi-
onship weekend was 
the College’s f irst 
time ever hosting the 
24 event series. The 
Mules have never won 
the championships in 
the event’s 20 year his-
tory. Notably, Williams 
College has won 19 
of 20 championships 
and is currently on a 
seven year winning 
streak — with regional 
rivals Amherst College 
breaking the previous 
12 year streak in 2013. 

Competing in cat-
egories including 
Freestyle, Backstroke, 
Breaststroke, Butter-
fly, Individual Medley, 
Diving, and Relays, the 
Mules looked to shake 
up a history of diff i-
culty and challenge 
the dominant Ephs. 
Notably, Ann Tolan `23 
ranked top three in 
Freestyle at last year’s 
championship week-
end.

The event kicked off 
at 7:00 p.m. with an 
800 meter Freestyle 
Relay, the only event 
of the evening. Colby’s 
f irst relay team placed 

tenth. Tufts, Williams, 
and Amherst, the gi-
ants of the competi-
tion, took the podium 
and in that order. 

Day two of the compe-
tition saw several more 
events take place, and 
despite dominant per-
formances from Wil-
liams, Amherst, and 
Tufts — among others 
— Colby snuck in a few 
top three f inishes. 

Tolan, of last year’s 
fame and ready to lead 
the Colby squad next 
year, placed third in 
the 50 yard freestyle 
with a time of 23.20 
seconds, just .13 mil-
liseconds behind f irst 
place Ella Riccio from 
Bowdoin. The one me-
ter diving competition 
saw Eleanor McGrath 
`24 place third, edging 
out a number of com-
petitors.

At the end of Friday 
Feb. 11’s competitions, 
Tufts stood in f irst 
place, Williams took 
second, Amherst third, 
Bowdoin forth, and 
Middlebury rounded 
out the top f ive. Colby 
failed to podium in 
another event, mark-
ing the end of compe-
tition for a number of 
seniors.

On the third day of 
competition Williams 
edged out Tufts, com-
ing back from an 18.5 
point def icit to a 7.5 
point lead over the 
Jumbos. The f inal 
competitions, how-
ever, would prove if 

Williams could extend 
their winning streak 
or if the Jumbos could 
win their f irst ever 
NESCAC champion-
ship. 

On the f inal day 
of competition, Wil-
liams extended their 
7.5 point lead to 30.5 
points with key wins 
in the 1650 freestyle 
and 200 backstroke. 
However, after Tufts’s 
victory in the 100 free-
style, setting a pool 
record of 50.52 sec-
onds, and a number of 
other podium f inish-
es, Tufts took a 30.5 
lead as the number of 
events wound down. 

Williams fought 
back, reasserting the 
depth and dominance 
of their program. The 
Ephs swept the 200 
breaststroke with a 
one-two-three f inish. 
The lead continued 
to shift through more 
diving competitions, 
but when it was all cut 
and dry Tufts stood 
victorious.

With a 400 freestyle 
relay team up to task, 
Tufts clinched the ti-
tle and set a pool and 
NESCAC meet record 
record of 3:22.46. 

This Sunday, Feb. 
20, the NESCAC Invi-
tational will be held 
at the Harold Alfond 
Athletic and Recre-
ational Center, and 
the weekend after 
winning athletes will 
compete in the NCAA 
regional qualif ier. 

Colby Women’s Swim and Dive come up 
empty in NESCAC Championships

COLBY ATHLETICS
Men’s Basketball shoots from beyond the arc against the University of Maine at Farmington.

“Matt’s been 
a great leader, 
especially by 
example, he’s 
always putting 
in work. He’s 
always down to 
ease the tension 
with a joke or 
something like 
that. It’s fun to 
watch him per-
form and have 
a good time on 
the court, so 
I’ll de!nitely 
mis those as-
pects of him.”

COLBY ATHLETICS
Colby’s Eleanor McGrath `24 squares up for a dive in last weekend’s NESCAC Championships.


