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Varying campus cultures featuring Bowdoin and UVM

By MERriLL READ
Opinions Editor

We are all fairly well ac-
quainted with Colby’s social
scene, and we know that ifs
pretty unique. The mainstream
schedule of an average Saturday
night goes as follows: pregame
with close friends in someones
room or go to a mixer if you are
a part of a sports team or group.
Go to an open senior apartment
to dance, then maybe go to the
Spa for a late night snack, and,
most likely, be in bed by 2 a.m.

This past weekend, I traveled
around the Northeast experienc-
ing different college campus social
scenes, and have noticed some
similarities and multiple differences
between them. Friday night I visited
Colbys NESCAC rival, Bowdoin.
On Saturday; I experienced, for the
first time, a night at the University
of Vermont. Although I am using
only one night at each school to de-
scribe these different scenes, I have
friends at both who I feel would
agree with my argument. However,
I'willadmit that therearelikely more
complex differences that cannot be
observed in one night.

Bowdoin

I went to Bowdoin on Friday
with other members of the Col-
by Club Ski Team to meet up
with some ski members from
Bowdoin with whom we have
forged a relationship while at
weekend ski races. We stayed
at an AirBnB near campus
and then met at a Bowdoin ski
member’s duplex apartment. At
first a little awkward, we quickly
became friendly with the Bow-
doin students. They mentioned
that it would be a big night on
campus because it was “Cold
War Night” They explained that
this “Cold War” would be be-
tween two neighboring houses
off campus, one acting as the
USA and the other as the USSR.
Usually, this would entail snow-
ball fights and building a snow
wall. Due to the current politi-
cal debate surrounding walls,
there was no wall this year.

A friend from Colby and
I went with some of our new
Bowdoin pals to the USA
house in this fight and were
not super impressed with
the turn-out. It was around
11:30 p.m. and there weren't
as many people present as we

had hoped. The house itself
was an interesting concept as
Colby has no social houses, so
this was a fun difference. It was
physically a larger space than
any senior apartment, for in-
stance, and it had a basement
with several tables for games
and graffiti littering the walls.
However, the only students in
attendance were first years and
a couple of sophomores.

Our upperclassmen ski team
friends informed us that these
houses were where the under-
classmen would have parties
and that the upperclassmen go
to the bars. This was also be-

“At a time when
we're trying to
take a hard look
at Colby’s cul-
ture, utilizing the
SPA's late night
food is a good
place to start”

cause many of the upperclass-
men houses were no longer
allowed to have parties due to
heavy Brunswick Police fines.

We then proceeded to go
to MyTie, the only “club’ in
Brunswick (according to the ski
team students). It wasn't super
packed, but the lights show and
smoke did not disappoint. The
downside of this bar was that
it was only 21+, so none of our
younger friends could go.

From what I could tell, the
Bowdoin social scene has many
divides that somewhat remind
me of Colby. Sports teams
were with sports teams and,
with an array of places to go, I
felt as though groups of friends
stuck to themselves. What was
different about the divide be-
tween Bowdoin and Colby
was the grade segregation. At
Colby, I've found that classes
tend to really mesh together.
People are friends regardless
of their age. Maybe it was just
because I spent only one night
at Bowdoin, but it seemed that
underclassmen  stayed ~with
underclassmen and upperclass-
men hit the bars or hung out
amongst themselves.

There was one aspect of the
Friday that closed this gap I
felt and was the highlight of
the night: “Snacks” “Snacks” is
Bowdoins late night food op-
tion that people from all over
campus attend to eat grilled
cheeses, chicken fingers, na-
chos, and more in a buffet style.
The attendance was high and
the food was delicious. Our
new friends said that no mat-
ter what, people end the night
by going to “Snacks” Its open
until 1 a.m. and brings the en-
tire campus together to enjoy
grilled foods.

This is one thing that I think
Colby is trying to emulate, and
if successful, would be a positive
shift in Colby’s culture. The Spa
has a similar effect to “Snacks,’
but isn't as heavily attended. Ata
time when we're trying to take a
hard look at Colby’s culture, uti-
lizing the Spas late night food is
a good place to start. Extending
hours and providing free food
along with food to purchase
would be effective in ending the
night with the entire campus.
Students themselves can make
the shift by simply leading their
friends there as well.

University of Vermont

As a school with DI athletics
and a much larger student body,
there were bound to be many
differences between Colby and
UVM. My goal this Saturday,
was to figure out how different
the two schools were.

On Saturday, I drove the 4.5
hours to UVMSs campus to
watch my friend play a lacrosse
game against Sacred Heart. Its
important to note that my night
was influenced by sports teams
at UVM, and thus, might be a
different social scene outcome
than someone not engaging
with a sports team. The night
began with a Womens La-
crosse house-party pregame
with their parents. It was a lot of
mingling until the parents left.
We then went to Ales, the tra-
ditional athletic’s team hangout
bar. Many teammates from the
DI sports were there mingling
from Ice Hockey (who may or
may not have been receiving
free drinks from the bartend-
ers) to Alpine Ski.

Then, the group of athletes
moved to Sputies, the sort of
‘dance club’ that apparently
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Student at the University of Vermont enjoys the legendary bright-green “Trash Can” from Sputies Bar.

most people end up at before
the bars close, non-athletes in-
cluded. The night I visited was
apparently somewhat “abnor-
mal” because Men's Lacrosse
wasn't able to come out, but
overall the music was decent
and the “trash cans, (a tox-
ic-looking bright green drink)
were flowing. The night ended
at an off campus Men'’s Lacrosse
house that was pretty life-less.

Overall, there seemed to be
a fair amount of options for
going out at UVM. Howev-
er, the groups at each location
were very divided. Although it
offered more options than Col-
by, it was either sports teams or
non-athletes and rarely both.
Sputies did provide a place for
intermingling between the two
groups, but in general, it stayed
pretty separated. The Sputies
dancing reminded me of the
Apartments after they open
up, a free-for-all of any age. The
only difference is that both bars
were 21+ (unless fake IDs were
used) and everyone had to buy
each drink.

My friend at UVM said, “Ba-
sically each weekend I go broke
because it’s so expensive to buy
drinks at the bar” I saw this as
a definite bonus for Colby, as
buying alcohol is usually cheap-
er at Walmart and Damon's
rather than buying shots and
drinks at a bar.

“Basically I
go broke ev-
ery weekend
because it’s so

expensive at the
bar.”

UVM Student

Final Verdict

Overall, the scenes were
difficult to compare, but each
school definitely had their re-
spective perks. Bowdoin had
interesting off campus housing
that typically became a place
for underclassmen to party and

“Snacks” for late night food.
UVM had many options, but
was majorly run by the bar
scene, making it a difficult place
for under 21-year-olds and also
more expensive.

Colby also has its positives
and negatives too. On one
hand, its nice that we don't
have to leave campus to find
the social scene, most nights
(minus Thursdays) are not
bar-related, and everyone ends
up at the same parties in the
Apartments. But its drawbacks
are that divides are still evident
between sports teams and
groups on campus, and it can
feel limited.

Something I would like to
see change at Colby is an in-
flux of options, whether it be
social housing for underclass-
men, more efficient late-night
food at the Spa, or a commu-
nal place where everyone can
end their night.

I think these changes could
shift our social culture for the
better and create a better envi-
ronment for students together.
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Keeping an Open Mind

By Myri Skobock
Contributing Writer

I believe in the value of being
open-minded. Travelling is my
best way of maintaining that
belief. I love exploring new cul-
tures, going to new places, and
trying and learning new things.
It gives me a sort of high.

However hard you try, and
however many tricks you know;
travelling will always come at
a cost. Without you noticing,
you grow apart from what has
been your biggest comfort: your
home. You explore a new place
and instead of coming back to
the comfort of your home to re-
lax, you are still on high alert in
a new environment. It also costs
a lot of money to fly overseas
as well as to return back home.
In my experience, I could only
make so much as a 16 year old
waitress in Germany.

Going to aboarding school in
The Country of Endless Oppor-
tunities (America) with a school
to pay for my travels and every-
thing else seemed like the per-
fect opportunity. “Dress Code

‘semi-formal,” it said on the
school rules’ description. In my
new environment, I developed
an eye for clothes. Ties, skirts,
and shoes would stick out to me.
I noticed shoes over and over
again. Timberlands, sneakers,
and leather slippers. Everyone
would wear these slippers and
they were very new to me, so I
looked them up. I had to check
twice to believe the prices. $699
was the cheapest pair and $850
for a pair with fur.

From that moment on, I hat-
ed those shoes. Every time I saw
them, I saw a the cost of a plane
ticket to visit my mother in its
place. Because I started to hate
those shoes, I started to hate the
people wearing them. Super-
ficial, spoiled, social climbing,
and judgemental were my im-
mediate thoughts when I saw
15-year-old girls wearing some-
thing I could never afford.

I'was excited to get away from
it all. Especially when I went to
see my German friend in Los
Angeles over break. She gets me
like a sister. I stepped off the bus
at the LA station excited to see

her as I hadn't seen her in two
years. However, when I stepped
off the bus, she was wearing the
leather slippers with fur.

It was then that I realized I
had become whom I was trying
so hard not to be. I had become
the quick to judge and superfi-
cial person. I had put all my an-
ger on an entire group of people
and given them no chance. I was
no longer open-minded.

What I learned, and what
I strongly believe, is that it is
okay to be different. But we
must treat these differenc-
es with respect. There are so
many different values and
beliefs in this world. It is okay
to disagree. Society seems to
be afraid of disagreement. It
seems as if we can only express
it behind closed doors or in an
email. Strangely enough, I am
closest with the people that I
disagree with all the time. Life
is so much better with an open
mind. The girls with the slip-
pers are my friends now, and
if it wasn't for them, I wouldn't
have enjoyed my travels abroad
and living in a new place.
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“Date Bobs, Marry Foss,
Divorce Dana”
-Alex Berado 19

“Date Foss, Marry Dana,
Divorce Bobs”
-Delaney Keithely 21

Students on the Street

“Date, Marry, Divorce: Dana, Bobs, Foss?”

“Marry Foss, Date Dana,
Divorce Bobs”
-Jacob Young 20

“Date Foss, Marry Bobs,
Divorce Dana”
-Taylor Glassman 21

“Date Dana, Marry Foss,
Divorce Bobs”
-Sarah Warner ’21




