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Courtesy of Meredith Keenan
The fallen tree disturbed and alarmed many of the residents of Roberts Union.

Courtesy of Meredith Keenan
Due to the high winds and intense rains of tropical storm Philippe, a large pine tree outside of Roberts Union fell in the early hours of Oct. 30, damaging a window.

When the wind blows
By Peg Schreiner
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Courtesy of Caitlin Rogers
The stump of the tree remained into Monday afternoon, after the rest was moved.

Courtesy of Merrill Read
Katherine Berry ’20 watches the stump removal from inside of Roberts Union.

A devastating storm blew
through the Northeast on
Sunday night, creating chaos as it came. The storm has
had a lingering impact into
the late week and its effects
are expected to be tangible
in the form of damage for
weeks to come.
The storm came with
strong winds and brought
down many trees throughout
Maine. As of Monday, more
than 48,000 of the 70,000
Central Maine Power customers in Kennebec County and more than 350,000
across the total service area
were without power.
Central Maine Power estimated at the time of the
storm that it would take
several days to restore power to its customers. Virtually
all public schools in Maine
were closed on Monday.
Colby College Director
of Operations and Maintenance Gus Libby described
the challenges the May-

flower Hill community
faced during the storm. Although none of the facilities
on campus lost power, Libby
said in an interview with the
Echo, “We did lose power at
the Annex building and at
the Millett House, as they
are on separate feeds from

In the event that the underground conduits fail,
the College also has generators in place for critical
things like water pumps,
protection of geothermal
heated buildings and the
vivarium in the Davis Science building.

How prepared are we for the
things we can’t control?
Central Maine Power.”
In order to prevent power outages, staff members
of the Physical Plant Department (PPD) monitored
the campus’s vital facilities.
“Our main campus feed
comes from [the] Rice Rips
[road] substation, it is carefully monitored for trees
and branches that may cause
an issue. Once the power
comes onto campus, it is all
in underground concrete
encased conduits, which really minimizes risks to the
campus grid,” Libby said.

Local
meteorologists,
who are calling the storm
Phillipe, have said that it is
more severe than the “Great
Ice Storm” of 1998. According to a past Echo article,
the College acted as a haven for faculty and townsfolk alike during that storm,
due to many of the superior
systems in place. The Colby
Magazine said Mayflower
Hill was one of the few places that witnessed no power
outages in a storm that left
two-thirds of Maine in the
dark for “periods ranging

from hours to weeks.” As a
result, the campus served
as an emergency shelter
for hundreds of people well
into the following week.
Libby said that while the
wind and rain was comparable to the storm of 1998, the
duration was shorter, sparing Maine a great amount of
potential damage. He also
noted that since the temperature has not dropped
yet, the community by and
large did not face the risk of
freezing pipes.
Though the facilities on
the Hill were protected,
students, faculty, and staff
still faced challenges as a
result of powerful winds
and rain. Similarly, Bowdoin College was officially
closed on Monday.
Although Provost and
Dean of Faculty Margaret T.
McFadden and Vice President for Administration and
Chief Financial Officer of
the College Douglas C. Terp
’84 alerted faculty and staff

Storm, pg. 2

New solar fields add to College’s supply of sustainable energy
By Zachary Bergman
Staff Writer

Courtesy of Colby College
An aerial perspective of Colby’s brand-new solar fields, which occupy 10 acres and provide 16 percent of Colby’s energy.
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Colby’s new solar panels
at the Annex have been quietly producing power for the
College over the past four
weeks. The 5,328 solar panels take up 10 acres of land
and generate 1.5 megawatts
of alternating current power, providing for 16 percent
of Colby’s electricity usage.
“It’s been what we call a soft
start,” said Director of Operations and Maintenance
Gus Libby. “No big fanfare,
no big celebration, because
the fencing is still being
completed at the site.” The
fence has been completed,
and there will be a celebration on a date that has yet to
be announced.
Prior to the construction of the solar field, 100
percent of Colby’s power
was wind power purchased
from Central Maine Power
Company (CMP), and the
College will continue to buy
from CMP what the solar
panels cannot cover. Plan-
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ning for the project began
three years ago, when the
College began to explore
options for ways to lower its carbon footprint and
generate energy. Colby sent
out requests for quotes to
several power companies 18
months ago, and eventually
decided to work with NRG
Energy, Inc., which is based
in Houston, Texas, and West
Windsor Township, NJ.
Colby entered into a power purchasing agreement
with NRG, in which NRG
was responsible for building and maintaining solar
panels on Colby land, and
the College was responsible for running an electrical
line from campus to the site,
and for purchasing 100 percent of the power the solar
panels produces for the next
27 years. Colby will buy the
power at a set rate over that
time, giving the College increased financial stability.
“They own all the equipment, and they operate it
and maintain it, and we just
buy the power from them,”
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explained Sustainability Director Sandy Beauregard.
Colby had the electrical
line built and ready to go
two summers ago, but construction of the solar field
itself was delayed as NRG
had to negotiate an agreement with CMP, the area’s
most prominent power
company. The solar panels
were supposed to be completed by January of 2017,
but construction did not
begin until April.
NRG developed the land
to the north and south of
the Annex building. In addition to the solar panels
and fencing, NRG had to
build structures to prevent
storm runoff from getting
into waterways. Colby’s
community garden also had
to be moved slightly, and a
new road was built leading
to the solar field.
Aside from the stability
the College gains by having
a consistent power source to
rely on for over two decades,
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Boniface Mwangi, Kenyan activist and political hopeful, visits Colby
By Adelaide Bullock
Associate Editor

In 2007, Boniface Mwangi
was a young photojournalist on
the front lines of election violence after the presidential elections in Kenya. His photos were
circulated worldwide, covering the front pages of the New
York Times and The Washington Post. His experience documenting the violence during
those two months exposed him
to the systemic corruption and
incompetent politicians that fill
Kenya’s government.
Mwangi decided to transition from photography to activism, beginning with protesting President Kibaki in 2009 at
a state celebration. This shift
from journalist to activist is
something he addresses in his
TED Talk, “The Day I Stood
up Alone”, which has been
viewed hundreds of thousands
of times. He started to collaborate with other prominent
Kenyans, and founded Pawa
254, a collaborative workspace
and collective for artists, per-

formers and activists.
Mwangi is active on social
media platforms as well; he
has 893,000 Twitter followers,
and 292,000 likes on Facebook.
Mwangi decided to attempt reform from within the system by
forming and running the Ukweli Party and running for a Parliament seat in the 2017 elections
in the Starehe constituency. 11
other people ran for office from
the Ukweli Party. Although none
won, he is confident about their
chances in the 2022. Mwangi is
also a Senior Fellow at TED, and
travels around the world for his
leadership in activism.
Mwangi made the trek up to
Colby on Oct. 28 to give a talk
about his experience as an activist. While on campus, he enjoyed meals with students and
spoke in two of Assistant Professor of Government Laura Seay’s
classes; Introduction to African
Politics and Politics of African
Development. Eric Carlson ’18,
a student in Seay’s Introduction
to African Politics class, told the
Echo “Having Boniface speak to
our class about the issues Kenya

is facing today was a great experience because we were able to
ask him questions that couldn’t
be answered in a textbook.”
Mwangi discussed the role
of the United States in development and the often problematic
role that NGOs play, telling the
Politics of African Development course that “America cannot be the moral police of the
world. They lost that position
a long time ago.” He also discussed how America is viewed
throughout the rest of the
world following Trump’s election, saying “Trump’s election
was a whitelash.”
Mwangi’s style of activism is
deliberately visually arresting;
he has used bloody pigs, coffins, and has dressed in a mini
skirt to protest the actions of
the corrupt Kenyan government. He believes that photos
are a powerful medium, saying
“something about photography, which is one of the most
powerful tools, even in the age
of Photoshop, is that you don’t
need to be educated to understand pictures, you don’t need

to have context to understand
pictures, once you see images,
they speak to you.”
During his talk to students
and faculty in the Diamond
building, he shared his life journey and his path to his current
career. Mwangi described his
interest in both activism and
photojournalism emerging as a
high school student. When he
noticed that the boarding school
he was attending was engaging
in problematic behaviors so he
ran away from home and reported it to the local authorities,
but was told he needed proof in
order for something to change.
His mother made significant
financial sacrifices to get him a
camera, which he then used to
take photographic evidence to
turn back over to the ministry.
Instead of taking action with
the proof, who decided to expel
Mwangi from the school. This
was the end of Mwangi’s formal
schooling, but also the inspiration for both of his careers. He
said that it was difficult for him
to move on like the rest of Kenya
after seeing the post election vi-

olence, and he was pushed into
activism because of this.
Mwangi’s talk ended on a relatable note for Colby students;
he challenged them to see what
they can do in their local community to enact change, and
advised that in order to do so,

they have to love and accept
themselves. Mwangi recomended to the African Development
course students ,“Let’s not overthink world problems. They’re
too hard to solve.” Change begins at the grassroots level, in
one’s own community.

Courtesy of Colby College
Mwangi’s visit coincided with the announcement of Kenya’s presidential election.

Colby’s new solar panels Can we weather the storm?
Solar Panels, from Pg. 1
Colby’s motivations for this
project also included becoming
more environmentally friendly.
Colby became carbon neutral
in 2013, and is always looking
for ways to lower its carbon
footprint. The solar panels allow the College to remain carbon neutral while purchasing
fewer carbon offsets.
Bowdoin College has a similar facility, with approximately 4,420 solar panels that were
installed in 2014. At the time,
this was Maine’s largest solar
power complex. Both Bowdoin
and Colby were pioneers of solar power in Maine, and there
is now a complex with 26,000
solar panels in Madison, ME.
Libby and Beauregard said
that there is no specific next
step to this project. “Right now
it’s doing its thing and it’s working,” Libby remarked. Libby
said that there is a possibility
that the College will choose to
install batteries, or to upgrade
the solar panels as technology
improves, but that neither of
these options are essential for

the continued success of the
complex. The solar panels have
a 25 year warranty and will be
functional with only a slight
decrease in their effectiveness
throughout the entirety of the
power purchasing agreement.
Beauregard said that the College’s main priority going for-

Colby became
carbon neutral in 2013
and is always
looking for
ways to lower its carbon
footprint.
ward is to make the data easily
accessible to students and professors who wish to use it for
research. All of the data that
NRG and Colby collect on the
solar panels will be available on

the Green Colby website in the
near future.
Overall, the project has been
a great success for Colby, and
is seen by Libby as something
for the College to be proud of.
“I do see it as a talking point
and selling point for students,
especially for prospective students, when they come on
campus and somebody can say
that 16 percent of our energy
is generated from a solar field
on our property, that’s a pretty
powerful thing.”
Colby continues to look
forward, considering possible
ways in which to expand their
sustainability. Mina Amundsen, the Assistant Vice President of Facilities and Campus
Planning, said “Colby has
been carbon neutral since
2013 and continues to look
at ways to reduce our energy
footprint, leveraging the campus as a learning laboratory
through our planning and operations. The solar array adds
another renewable source of
energy to the power grid, and
is an opportunity for student
research.”

Storm, from Pg. 1

hand. Nicoletti said, “My roommate and I were asleep when we
to the severity of the storm on heard glass breaking downstairs.”
Monday evening and suggested When their third roommate ensafety precautions, no such email tered the room to alert the girls
was sent to students. Given the that they should consider leaving
five “good sized trees” that Lib- the room due to the storm, Nicoletti and
by said fell on campus
h e r
during the storm, this
roomoversight could have
It was kind of
mates
had potentially dire
scary we didn’t
decided
consequences.
to assess
Lily Lake ’19 reitget an email
the siterated this sentiment,
{from the aduation
noting “several of my
ministration]
through
friends left their winthe windows open during the
warning us.”
storm and woke up to
Aria Nicoletti ’20 d o w .
“ W e
rainwater on their dorm
watched
furniture and persont h e
al items.” Dangerous
storm
winds combined with
ample rain could result in dam- and watched the tree teeter back
and forth. There were staff memage and illness.
At 6:45 a.m. on Oct. 30, the bers outside [trying to figure out
violence of the storm caused a how stable the tree was].” All of
tree to fall and break a window sudden, Nicoletti saw the tree
in Roberts Union, according crack and heard students in the
to the Department of Security suite upstairs yell. The tree fortunately did not hit a room and
Incident Log.
Aria Nicoletti ’20 lives on rolled off the building.
Nicoletti said, “it was kind of
the second floor of Roberts and
witnessed the tree falling first- scary that we didn’t get an email

“

[from the administration] warning us. If the bigger [tree] had
fallen it would have broken my
room’s window.”
PPD does its best to prevent
any dangerous situations by continual assessments of trees’ stability and trimming potentially
harmful branches.
Students living off campus
also learned the extent of domestic responsibility, with several houses losing power. All 25
seniors living on Carroll Street
lost power from Sunday night
into Monday morning, according to Margaret Giles ’18, and
several students living farther
away are expected to be without
power until Saturday morning.
Commutes were also affected for students, faculty,
and staff. Libby said, “many
employees on their morning
commute were affected by
down power lines and trees
and branches across the road.
Further complicating the commute were the intense rain and
the high winds.”
Like storms of years past,
Phillipe came with lessons of
his own.

Newly renovated Mary Low Coffeehouse becomes student life hub
By Eliza Adams
Staff Writer

With fall comes radiant foliage, a crisp chill to the air,
and, of course pumpkin spice
everything.
This semester, there is no
need to drive downtown to
enjoy a hot pumpkin beverage in a cozy café setting:
the newly renovated Mary
Low Coffeehouse is an inviting spot to hit the books
and have a delicious treat.
The space not only has entirely new furniture, paint,
and flooring, but a team
of administration and student workers who have created events and initiatives
throughout this semester.
Mia Hamilton ’19, is the
Mary Low Coffeehouse student manager and one of the
minds behind the exciting
new initiatives. Hamilton
said, “We recently started of-

fering monthly specials with
recipes made up by our team.
This month we are selling
pumpkin chai and caramel
apple cider.” What about next
month? Hamilton commented that plans aren’t finalized,
but a maple syrup flavored
latte is currently in the works.
The Mary Low Coffeehouse also plans to roll out
a program similar to the
“Take Your Professor to
Lunch” model that allows
students to take teachers to
a dining hall free of charge.
This “Take Your Professor
to Coffee” program would
allow both the student and
the professor to get a free
drink and get to know each
other better.
Hamilton
noted
that
events will not be limited
to the weekday hours. She
said, “We are starting to
work with Campus Life to
have more events on Satur-

Security
Incident
Report
Log

day nights where students
can come hang out, grab
a free drink, and listen to
some live music.” Last weekend, there was a Halloween
event in the Coffeehouse
with free chai, cold brew,
and butterbeer along with
cannolis from Holy Cannoli. Looking ahead, Hamilton
mentioned that the annual
barista throwdown will take
place on Saturday, Nov. 18.
Student employees will compete in a latte art competition voted on by their peers.
Hamilton is excited about
all of these new initiatives
and events. She acknowledged that, while they might
not be able to accomplish
all of these ideas, the Coffeehouse has the potential
to bring together the community and offer increased
programs to encourage utilization of the space. The Coffeehouse has currently em-

ployed 11 students to work as
baristas during the week.
Barista Johanna Lawton,
’19, said, “Working at the
Coffeehouse is honestly super
fun. With the new renovations we have a lot more regulars and new people showing up everyday that give the
space a much stronger sense
of community.” Her co-worker, Cam Brooks-Miller ’19,
agreed that it’s a great place to
work. She added, “I encourage
more folks to come in and utilize the space. It’s a great spot
to write papers.”
Some students have already
taken advantage of the study
spot. Kylie Walters ’19, says,
“I love the relaxing vibes and
new design of the Coffeehouse, which make it always a
pleasure to visit for conversation or studying over the best
coffee on campus.”
Is your club interested in
hosting a coffee hour event

for members to mingle and
socialize? The Marylow Coffeehouse would love to cater
this and help make it happen!.
Anyone who is interested in
having a coffee hour should
e-mail Mia Hamilton at
mchamilt@colby.edu.
In the meantime, head

on down to Mar ylow
and see the cozy, renovated space for yourself. And if you’re unsure
about what to order, take
Brooks-Miller’s advice: “I
have to put in a shameless
plug for the iced miel. It’s
a fire drink.”

Courtesy of Peter Brown
Barista Maggie Burgos ’18 talks with students studying in the renovated coffee house.

Date:

Time:

Location:

Comments:

10/28/17

10:11 a.m.

Athletic Center

Medical Call

10/28/17

12:25 p.m.

Athletic Center

Medical Call

10/28/17

2:38 p.m.

West Quad

Theft

10/29/17

1:45 a.m.

Taylor Hall

Harassment

10/29/17

1:00 a.m.

Alfond Apartments

Vandalism

10/29/17

3:14 a.m.

Drummond Hall

Suspicious Activity

10/29/17

4:50 p.m.

Taylor Hall

Theft

10/29/17

5:43 p.m.

Dana Hall

Theft

10/29/17

8:11 p.m.

Dana Hall

Theft

10/30/17

6:45 a.m

Roberts Union

Property Damage
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LePage’s struggle with Maine judicial nominations goes viral ‘Retire and
rehire’ is
BA N
criticized
by Maine
politicians
y li aseer

Local News Reporter

Last Monday, Governor Paul
LePage reinstated his previously
withdrawn judicial nominations
hours before confirmation voting in the Senate. Seemingly bizarre, this move appears to have
been the latest strike in his ongoing battle with Maine Attorney
General Janet Mills. In fact, letters
exchanged in 2016 between the
governor’s administration and the
judiciary might explain the fiery
conflict between these two bodies—and last week’s nomination
switch up.
LePage initially nominated Superior Court Justices Robert E.
Murray Jr. of Bangor, MaryGay
Kennedy of Brunswick and Ann
M. Murray of Bangor, and District Court Judges Bruce A. Jordan of Veazie and Susan E. Oran
of Auburn for reappointment.
But on Oct. 20, without explanation, he withdrew these
nominations in letters to Maine
Speaker of the House Sara Gideon
(D-Freeport) and Senate President Mike Thibodeu.
Gideon called the move ‘deeply
troubling’ as no reason was given
for the withdrawal. She explained,
“an independent judiciary is fundamental for the rule of law and
the integrity of our system. All
Mainers have the right to access
the court system in a timely manner and this type of delay could
affect the delivery of justice.”
Three days later, LePage reinstated the nominations, again
providing no explanation. All
five nominees were unanimously
confirmed for reappointment
Monday morning.
“All is well that ends well,” said
Judicial Committee Co-Chair
Senator Lisa Keim (R-Dixfield).
But LePage’s withdrawal and
reversal have stirred controversy.
In the absence of an official explanation from the administration, Democrats and others criticized the move as a flex from a
governor with a history of using
nominations to state positions as
political chips.
In 2015, LePage canceled 21
nominations of individuals to
several state boards and advisory councils. His letters gave no
explanation, but administration
spokeswoman Adrienne Bennet

told the press the move was a response to “the debacle created by
Democratic lawmakers” who had
delayed the appointment of LePage nominee Bruce Williamson to
the Public Utilities Commission.
Within the week, Democrats
on the legislature’s Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee
had recommended Williamson.
Bennet then told press that the
governor was “disappointed that
the Democrats chose to play political games with Dr. Williamson,”
but added that the 21 nominations would be reinstated.
At the time, Senator Dawn Hill
(D-Cape Neddick) suggested that
LePage’s nomination game was a
political move.
But this latest use of nominations is not a partisan back and
forth. Rather, it appears to be the

position as an independent constitutional officer of the state. She
finds that for both procedural
and ethical reasons, she should
not pursue cases which she finds
unconstitutional or un-winnable.
The battle stretches back to
2014, when Mills refused to represent LePage in lawsuits over two
policies which she had previously
deemed unconstitutional. The first
suit involved a dispute between
state and federal government over
the governor’s plan to drop some
19 and 20 year olds from Maine
Medicaid program MaineCare.
The second suit was filed against
the state of Maine by Portland and
the Maine Municipal Association,
who opposed the governor’s attempt to decrease General Assistance provided to immigrants.
In both cases, LePage request-

latest punch in the governor’s ongoing legal battle with Mills.
And this time, it wasn’t a
blocked nominee that incensed
LePage, but rather a judge’s dismissal of his suit against Mills herself. But to understand that suit,
and Monday’s nomination stunt,
a bit of history is required.
Mills and LePage have battled over the past three years as
the LePage administration has
been frustrated by what Bennet
deemed Democrat Mills’ “strident and public” political stances
against LePage policies, and by
Mills’ refusal to represent the executive in cases she finds unconstitutional or un-winnable.
Mills, however, maintains her

ed and received permission from
Mills to hire private counsel. The
U.S. Supreme Court ultimately
rejected LePage’s MaineCare proposal, which generated $108,000
in legal fees to be paid with federal
funds. LePage won the second
case, which generated $100,000 in
fees but whose result potentially
saved $1 million in state funds.
LePage maintained that the attorney general ought to support
the governor’s legal interests. In
2015, he proposed a bill to fix the
Attorney General as a governor
appointee, subject to Senate confirmation. The bill failed 115-32.
Later that year, on a
WVOM radio show, the governor argued that the attor-

ney general overstepped her
bounds, saying, ‘The way we
operate in Maine, [Mills] has
veto power over the governor. The governor is the senior executive for the state
and she makes political decisions, not legal decisions.”
But Mills appeared on the
same radio show later that
same day to counter, arguing,
“we are not required to take
positions that have no legal
merit. The attorney general
as a constitutional officer is
endowed with common law
powers to take positions and
exercise all the power and authority and discretion as the
public interest requires.”
Mills noted that, had LePage
respected her assessment that the
MaineCare case was unwinnable,
he would have saved taxpayers
$108,000. But Bennet countered
that the General Assistance case,
which Mills also deemed unwinnable but LePage won with
private counsel, saved taxpayers
upwards of $1 million.
Still seeking to gain control of
the state legal apparatus, the governor’s office then requested a
Supreme Judicial Court decision
regarding whether the executive
must obtain approval from the attorney general before hiring outside counsel. The court, however,
finding that no attorney general
had ever refused such a request,
stated that the occasion did not
warrant an opinion.
Then came the letters
which seem to explain the
nomination game.
In 2016, Mills warned the administration against circumventing the Maine Judiciary. She noted
that neglecting to gain approval
from the attorney general before
hiring private counsel exposes the
state to liability claims.
“A person who happens to have
a law degree may give policy and
strategy advice, but in no case
should that attorney profess to
give legal advice,” Mills wrote in
a letter to LePage administration Chief Legal Counsel Cynthia
Montgomery. Mills continued, “the
administration is free to call upon
this office and draw upon our experience for the history and interpretation of any statute or fact scenario,
as we have given such advice to
administrations of every stripe over

this country is headed. They see
a battle in the future. They see
the Constitution being trampled. They see the first Amendment gone, they see the second
Amendment gone.... The U.S.
Constitution is under attack.”		
This sentiment is echoed by
Gary Lynch, owner of a bunker
installation company in Texas.
“Basically, people are afraid
of nuclear bombing,” said Lynch
in an interview with Haaretz.
“They know as long as Iran, China, or Russia threaten us, Trump
won’t back down. And they are
afraid that if we most likely go to
war, nukes will be used.”
Here in Maine, Frank Woodworth claimed in the Bangor
Daily News that he is “as busy as
the dickens” with orders for his
bunker installation company,
Northeast Bunkers.
“We’ve seen an increase in
sales recently.... with North Korea’s talk about then doing missile tests,” said Woodworth in
an interview with Bangor Daily
News. “Generally speaking, we
have higher sales with these
types of events.”
Doomsday bunkers are typically made of steel and buried three to four feet underground, with a doorway that
is typically camouflaged using
trees and brush.
“With [the bunkers], you
have a sense that you’re invisible because nobody can get to
you down there,” said Hubbard

to the Bangor Daily News. “You
can drive within 20 feet of a
bunker and not know it’s there.”

claims that for many, this type of
luxury is necessary for survival.
“Your father or grandfather’s

Courtesy of Jason Savage
Maine Governor Paul LePage, above, gives a speech during a campaign event in 2010.

many years. That is the job and the
obligation of this office.”
Montgomery
responded,
saying, “I have said to you directly and specifically on more
than one occasion that this
administration does not trust
you — and by extension, your
office — to advise or represent
it with non-partisan, professional legal judgment. This
distrust is due in large part
to your long history of taking strident and public stands
against the policy decisions of
the administration.”
In 2017, Mills and LePage
clashed again when Mills joined
other attorneys general nationwide, including former U.S. Attorney General Sally Yates, in
filing an amicus brief against
immigration executive orders by
President Donald Trump. LePage, a Trump supporter, requested a countervailing brief which
he claimed Mills obstructed.
The tension between executive and attorney general came to
a boil May 1,when LePage filed a
lawsuit against Mills alleging that
Mills abused her authority by refusing to represent LePage in his
desired legal pursuits.
A judge dismissed this suit
two days prior to LePage’s withdrawal of the five judicial nominees. Having failed to control the
judiciary via legislation, and then
failing to circumvent it via a court
ruling, did the governor destabilize judicial reappointments to
show the fight is not over?
Mills is a favorite among
Democrats for governor in 2018,
when LePage is term-limited out
of office.
The attorney general has
previously called LePage’s tactics—such as delaying signing
financing bills for the judiciary—
‘petulant.’ But this latest move
shows that the governor may use
whatever tactics are effective to
achieve legal representation for
his administration’s policies.
Onlookers may note that
this story runs parallel to
President Trump’s outrage
at Sally Yates’ denunciation
of his immigration policy. It
seems that the conflict between attorney general and
executive is yet another way
in which ‘as goes Maine, so
goes the nation.’

Daily Mail, Bill Gates is reported
to be creating a nuclear bunker
under his Seattle property, and
Kanye West admitted that he
placed an order for a luxurious bunker for himself and his
family. The U.S. government
is also reported by The Daily
Mail to have an extensive network of bunkers all across the
country, sparing no expense to
make sure that the government
will be protected from doomsday in whatever form it takes.
However, many people of more
modest means order bunkers as
well. Margaret, a retired schoolteacher from Farmington, ME,
has her own way of making her
shelter feel a little cozier without
going bankrupt.
“I have decorated it with
family portraits and other
things from around our
home,” said Margaret in
an email to Bangor Daily
News. “It feels really good
when we go inside. Like
home.” While hanging family portraits or installing
a Jacuzzi in an apocalypse
bunker may seem a bit ridiculous, sometimes it’s
these little things that can
make a situation feel so
much better-- and if these
doomsday preppers are
confronting nuclear war or
economic collapse or whatever else ends the world as
we know it, they will need
all the help they can get.

Doomsday bunker sales soar in Maine
By Sarah Warner

Contributing Writer
The fear of the apocalypse
is nothing new. From the infamous Y2K bug to the Mayan
doomsday prophecy of 2012,
people have spent a lot of time
worrying about the end of the
world as we know it. For many,
this anxiety has only been amplified by recent events, as devastating hurricanes have struck
the Americas and tension rises
in U.S. politics-- and in preparation for the next potentially
apocalyptic event, people are
turning to Maine for shelter.
Sales of so-called “doomsday bunkers” near the coast of
Maine have soared in the past
few months, providing preppers
with an underground safe house
in which they can ride out the
end of the world. Ron Hubbard,
owner of the Atlas Survival Shelters company, reflected on the
phenomenon in an interview
with ABC News.
“It’s strictly defensive,” Hubbard said to ABC News. “Nobody’s looking for a fight. A
shelter is more secretive than a
bank account.”
According to Hubbard, the
election of Trump as president
and the subsequent turmoil
within the American government has been the main motivator behind many of his clients’
purchases “They are afraid of
the U.S. government and where

Courtesey of Steve Agius
A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service bunker located in Maine was originally built to protect civilians during World War II in case of nuclear
fallout. It has since been repurposed as a “doomsday bunker.”

According to the Northeast
Bunkers website, the shelters
usually cost between $40,000
and $60,000. The company offers a range of sizes, from 8x13
feet to 8x20 feet, and can also
install fully functional kitchens,
septic systems, running water,
and more. Some wealthy clients
even purchase bunkers with hot
tubs or screening rooms, challenging the stereotypical image of barren, concrete shelters.
Robert Vicino, CEO of Vivos,

bunker was not very comfortable,” Vicino told CNN in an
interview. “They were gray.
They were metal, like a ship or
something military. And the
truth is man cannot survive
long term in such a Spartan,
bleak environment.”
Many celebrities have hopped
on the luxury bunker train, constructing expansive and expensive underground safe houses
in preparation for the worst.
According to an article by The

By Louisa Goldman
Associate Editor

Superintendent Eric Haley,
who serves the Waterville, Vassalboro, and Winslow school
districts, retired last Friday,
October 27 and is primed to
be rehired later next month on
November 27. This move will
allow the 63 year old to begin
collecting his pension early
while still receiving a yearly
salary. Many have criticized
his decision, even Maine state
governor Paul LePage, who revealed his negative sentiments
on the matter in a phone interview with Central Maine.
“Shame on the city of Waterville for letting that happen,” LePage said over the
phone to Central Maine, who
has been critical of this practice ever since he held the
position of Waterville mayor
from 2003-2011.
Haley, on the other hand,
sees this as the only option for
his family’s financial future,
which he discussed in a phone
interview with Central Maine.
“It’s just a financial decision
to start drawing my retirement
now instead of later,” Haley
said in the interview with Central Maine. “I don’t know when
I’m going to stop working. I
like it too much.”
He later revealed that he
is not at all surprised by
LePage’s reaction.
“If I retired from the superintendency and I was going to
be in charge of Walmart, for instance, nobody would raise an
eyebrow,” Haley said to Central
Maine. “But because I’m going
back to the same position, it
seems to infuriate people.”
This practice has been criticized by politicians like LePage
as “double dipping”, wherein
teachers and/or district employees supposedly receive
more money from the state
than they supposedly had
earned. However, Executive
Director of the Maine School
Management Association Steve
Bailey clarified in an interview
with Central Maine that this is
simply not the case.
“It’s not like he’s being paid
twice for the same job,” Bailey
said to Central Maine, explaining that employees of the district earn their pension based
on the years that they have
taught before retirement. Haley, in fact, will receive a lower
pension than he would if he
waited to retire later on.
Nevertheless, LePage stands
by his critiques of the practice,
and discourages Maine school
employees from following
Haley’s lead.
“Welcome to government
in Maine,” LePage said in
an interview with Central
Maine. “This is really bad
stuff, and teachers can do
it, too.”
M e a n w h i l e , Wa t e r v i l l e
Mayor Nick Isgro’s opinions
on the matter are much less
strong than that of LePage, he
revealed in an interview with
Central Maine.
“This is the first I’ve heard
about it, and I’m looking
forward to hearing more,”
Isgro said to Central Maine.
“I think it’s unfortunate I’m
finding this out from a news
reporter and not from the school
board or superintendent.”
With or without the approval of Maine state politicians, Waterville superintendent Haley will return to
his position on Nov 27.

Court decides if Winthrop teen who confessed to murder will be tried as an adult
By Louisa Goldman
Associate Editor

During the wee hours of
the night of Oct 31, 2016,
Winthrop Maine Police received a concerning phone
call from a seemingly jovial
17 year old. “My father woke
up to her screams. I stabbed
the fuck out of him,” the minor chortled to the 911 dispatcher, immediately identifying himself as Andrew
C. Balcer. Within minutes,
police arrived at the Pine
Knoll home from which the
call was placed where they
found blood stained Balcer, two dead adults, and a
stabbed dog. According to
the police affidavit, Andrew
Balcer told Winthrop Police
Chief Ryan Frost, while being held on the night of the
incident, that the red-brown
splotches on his clothing
was the blood of his parents.
The two bodies found in the
house were ultimately determined to belong to Andrew
Balcer’s mother and father,
Antonio and Alice Balcer.
Ever since that fateful

Halloween morning, Maine
state police have been trying to work out how to handle the case. The puncture
wounds found on the dead
bodies were consistent with
Balcer’s story: he claimed
over the 911 phone call that
he had stabbed his mother
in the back with a knife
while hugging her, and attacked his father’s torso in
the kitchen with the same
weapon. Indeed, according
to the police affidavit, Alice
Balcer’s body was riddled
with nine puncture wounds
(including many on her
back), while Antonio Balcer
was stabbed thirteen times
in the torso. Now, the Maine
state court in Augusta must
determine if Andrew Balcer
will be charged as a juvenile
or adult for the deaths of
his parents, since he was a
minor of 17 years when the
crime was committed, but
is now 18. Hearings started
this past Thursday on Oct.
26, and will continue for a
few more days.
This decision will impact
the way the case is handled

immensely. Since it is currently being treated by police as a juvenile case, not
much about the actual incident has been made public. So far, it is clear that
Andrew Balcer has admitted to the crime of killing
his parents. Andrew’s older
brother, Christopher Balcer,
25, has come forward with
his account of the night in
an interview with the Kennebec Journal, he revealed
that Andrew was indeed (to
the best of his knowledge)
responsible for the death of
his parents.
“It’s really hard to describe
to anyone who hasn’t heard
the sort of noise a dying
person makes,” said Christopher in the February interview with the Kennebec Journal. “It was just this kind of
desperate wail, this scream.
It was just very haunting.”
According to the interview, Christopher Balcer
had been sleeping in his
basement bedroom when
he was woken by his parents’ screams at about 1:30
a.m. on that Halloween

morning. After rushing upstairs to be greeted by the
sight of his brother wielding a knife over the body
of his dead father, Christopher retreated back downstairs, searching for safety.
Andrew followed, repeatedly asking Christopher if
he “wanted to die”. Christopher responded that he did
not. Soon thereafter, Andrew allowed Christopher
to leave the house.
“I had no idea this was
coming,” Christopher said
in the interview with the
Kennebec Journal. “I don’t
know what it was about
our relationship up to that
point that gave me a free
pass, as far as the family
had been concerned. I don’t
know if how he felt about
me was different from how
he felt about the parents,
but apparently it was.”
Nevertheless, Maine state
authorities are still debating the manner under
which the case should be
handled. On Nov 1, 2016,
only a day after the deaths
of Alice and Antonio Bal-

cer, the state filed a petition that Balcer should
be tried as an adult, even
though he was technically
a minor when he allegedly
committed the crimes. Under the current state law,
juveniles may be tried as
adults if the crime in question is excessively heinous,
and if there is enough evidence corroborating the
minor’s guilt. This means
that Balcer could be tried
as an adult and potentially
could be subject to a life
sentence without parole,
which would not be a possible penalty in the state
of Maine if he were tried
as a minor. Balcer’s attorney Walter McKee, however, is currently fighting
this possibility in Augusta.
In an email interview with
Central Maine, McKee expressed his sentiments
about the case.
“There is no question that
this was a terrible tragedy,”
McKee said in the email interview with Central Maine.
“What remains to be seen —
and which will be the sub-

ject of the hearing — is just
what happened that night
and why it happened.”
The state has also requested that Balcer undergo a psychological examination, which the defense
has granted. During the
first court hearing on the
Oct. 26th, WABI-5 reported that Maine’s chief forensic psychologist believed
Andrew Balcer to be confused and distressed about
his sexual identity after
evaluating him in her office. It is unclear, however,
if the defense will try to use
this evidence for the actual
to support a plea of insanity, which could relieve him
of the threat of a life sentence. Another member of
the state, forensic service
Debra Baeder, corroborated these findings, stating
that Balcer directly told her
he was struggling to figure
out his gender identity.
Hearings to determine
whether or not Winthrop
teen Andrew Balcer as a juvenile or adult will be tried
through this week
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Pot use on campus: the main
reason why Colby loves `dillas

Courtesy of Nathaniel Rees `17
Marijuana is one of the most commonly used recreational drug by students on
the hill despite the College maintaining that it is an illegal substance on campus.

By Claire Borecki
Staff Writer

Due to the sensitivity of
this topic, names have been
changed to protect the identities of contributors.
To comply with federal policies, Colby College does not
allow marijuana use on campus. In a world where attitudes
toward the drug are swiftly
changing, students have a different mindset.
On most Saturday nights,
the Spa is a hub for Colby
students of varying levels of
intoxication. On many occasions, it’s also been home to
students with severe cases of
the munchies.
Hannah `21 spent one of
her first Saturday nights at
Colby staring intently at a
quesadilla in the Spa. She had
a frozen expression of unmitigated confusion, barely
spoke, and inhaled more spa
food than a football offensive

lineman. When a concerned
acquaintance stopped by to
ask how Hannah was doing, a
friend confided quietly, “She’s
never been stoned before…
she’s not doing so great.”
“I didn’t mean to get high
that night,” Hannah later
explained. “I’d never gotten high before, and it was
a complete accident—mostly secondhand. I was very
freaked out, but I’ve had better experiences since.”
Despite marijuana’s statewide legalization, colleges and
universities throughout Maine
have been re-emphasizing
policies that prohibit marijuana on campuses, regardless of
its new legal status elsewhere
for those 21 years of age.
Far from an attempt to prevent their students from having a good time, it’s likely that
colleges are continuing to ban
the drug in an effort to stay in
the good graces of one particular source of their funds:
the federal government. In

order to qualify for billions of
dollars in federal financial aid
and research grants, colleges
must certify that they comply
with Title IV of the federal
Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act. That certification requires schools to adopt
and disseminate “standards of
conduct that clearly prohibit,
at a minimum, the unlawful
possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol
by students and employees on
its property or as part of any
of its activities.” Schools in
other states that have legalized
recreational use of marijuana
have stood by similar policies.
There’s a tinge of irony to
this dogma, particularly in the
state of Maine. A majority of
voters in nearly all of the communities that host colleges
or universities in Maine –
Portland, Orono, Brunswick,
Farmington, Waterville, Bar
Harbor, Biddeford and Bangor
– voted heavily in favor of legalization, despite the fact that
the margin of difference statewide was just 3,995 votes.
It’s clear that the younger
generation is driving this
change in policy. But as long
as Colby faces consequences from federal authorities,
students will have to keep
their marijuana use behind
closed doors or face consequences themselves.
Violation of the drug policy
at Colby results in disciplinary
actions that may range from
probation, fines, and/or loss of
housing up to suspension or
expulsion. The first offense for
possession of marijuana only
leads to a warning and a fine,
while intent to sell or distribute warrants suspension.
Despite these potential consequences, there often seems
to be a more widespread disregard for the “smoke-free campus” policies than for Colby’s
alcohol policies. At 12:30 on a

Saturday in October, outside
the entrance to the apartments
(prime time and location for
security to begin their descent
on Colby’s party scene), it’s
not unusual to see students
gathered to smoke a joint.
“We were smoking there one
night,” said Hannah “and one
of us said ‘weed’ a little loudly.
Two guys passing by said, ‘You
want weed? We have some.’”
Although Hannah declined
the offer, her story provides a
good example of the ease with
which students seem to be
able to acquire the drug, and
the relaxed nature of Security
in enforcing Colby’s policies.
As exhibited by Security’s
policies regarding alcohol,
their primary concern is the
imminent safety of Colby
students. Security is unlikely
to get involved unless students are being belligerent
or need medical attention, so
it’s possible that enforcement
of the no-smoking policy at
Colby seems relaxed because
marijuana neither makes its
users belligerent, nor sends
them to the hospital. “Weed
doesn’t make you obnoxious.
Alcohol is so much worse.
I’ve talked to security about
it, and they care much less as
well,” adds Hannah.
Allison, `20, cites a time she
was caught smoking a joint by
Johnson Pond. “He basically
told us to go home. Security
cares about safety. They let us
make our own decisions, and
it would be damn rude if they
didn’t,” she laughs.
However, despite a perceived lack of consequences,
marijuana is still a prohibited
substance, not only at Colby,
but throughout the country.
Because of its legal status, it’s
subject to a unique code of
conduct clearly visible among
Colby students.
“You can go to Security and
say, ‘some guy stole my bi-

cycle, here he is, go get him,’”
says Andrew, an avid smoker
and up-and-coming dealer
on campus (“hopefully,” he
qualifies). “You can’t tell security someone stole your
weed. So there are informal
sanctions. Smokers tend to
have a really high social and
ethical standard.”
Due to Colby’s size, dealers and buyers alike pay extra caution when interacting
with one another. “You can
ruin the people you buy from,
or ruin the people who buy
from you. A story gets around
quickly on this campus, and
there aren’t enough people to
replace lost clients or repair a
reputation,” said Emmanuel,
‘21, another Colby student
familiar with the drug landscape of the college.
Andrew offered deeper insight into additional business
strategies, including his stance
against the practice of “friendly” pricing. “If you discount for
anything other than bulk, you
won’t be in business for long,”
he said. “It’s almost as bad as
getting high on your own supply.” Andrew also alluded to
the male-dominated nature of
the drug field in general, and
pointed towards the severe inequalities innate within it. “My
dealer has started bringing her
boyfriend on runs. It makes it
easier for her,” he explained.
“Guys will harass her, or won’t
respect her prices.”
Nevertheless, Andrew was
able to ultimately concludedthat the dealer-buyer relationship is a common one that
truly does not live up to its
scandalous reputation. “When
your dealer lives down the
hall, and most faces are familiar faces, exclusivity doesn’t
really work,” he expressed.
“We aren’t in the big wide
world of drugs here, nobody’s
trying to cheat you. We all just
want to smoke.”

Local Exploration: Wolfe’s Neck State Park
By James Burnett
Features Reporter

If you are interested in a day
trip with a pleasant hike, stunning views of Maine’s rocky
coast, and delicious food, look
no further than Wolfe’s Neck
State Park in Freehold, ME.
Wolfe’s Neck is located an
hour away from Colby’s campus, but is undoubtedly worth
the drive.
The park—which is open
daily all year round from 9:00
a.m. to sunset—consists of
more than 200 acres of protected land. Once you park
your car, a short trail leads
to Wolfe Neck’s main beach,
which offers a panoramic
view of Googins Ledge,
Googins Island, and Indian
Island. This gorgeous beach
is perfect for a picnic on the
rocks while the water laps
gently against the shoreline.
Once you are done exploring the main beach, consider
taking a left onto the White
Pines trail, which offers
views and access points to a
salt marsh estuary, a type of
coastal wetland that is flooded and drained by salt water
from the Atlantic.
Along the way, you will
notice the park has installed
a number of panels along the
trail that detail fascinating
information about the park’s
wildlife, geography, and history. One of these panels explains the ecological importance of Googins Island as an
osprey nesting site. If you are
lucky, in the summer you may
even see an osprey fly onto
the island to take care of its
young. Other notable species
found at Wolfe’s Neck include
wildflowers, like mayflowers
and lady slippers, as well as a
wide array of birds, including

common terns and doublecrested cormorants.
The White Pines trail will
loop you back to the main
beach where you can take a
right to walk along the Casco
Bay Trail. After 0.2 miles, you
will reach a beautiful view of
the Casco Bay with a view
of Eagle and Cousin islands.
Take the stairs down onto the
beach to enjoy the view upclose and examine the diverse
wildlife found in Maine’s intertidal pools.
After this, you can choose to
take the short 0.2-mile Ledge
Trail back to the parking lot.
If you are interested in a longer hike, consider taking the
Harraseeket Trail, a 1.3-mile
trail that takes you deep into
a forest of white pines, oaks
and hemlocks before reaching two elevated viewpoints
of the Harraseeket River. The
Harraseeket Trail conveniently ends at the parking lot.
Because Wolfe’s Neck is
a state park, there is an entrance fee of $4 for in-state
residents and $6 for out-ofstate residents. However,
the park offers a variety of
amenities including charcoal
grills, restrooms, a drinking
fountain, and picnic seating.
Additionally, the park offers
free nature programs each
weekend at 2:00 p.m.
If you do plan on visiting
Wolfe’s Neck, now is the time
to go- the Maine state government’s foliage tracker reports
that it is currently peak season to see beautiful fall foliage before most leaves fall.
If you choose to visit in the
winter, make sure you bring
your snowshoes as the park
opens many of its trails up
for snowshoeing. Don’t have
snowshoes? Make sure to snag
a rental from the Colby Out-

Courtesy of James Burnett
Wolfe’s Neck State Park offers a wide array of nature excursions for every type of student-from homebodies to granola heads.

ing Club office!
One of the best parts of
Wolfe’s Neck State Park is that
it’s conveniently located just
ten minutes away from Freeport’s bustling town center.
After your visit to the park,
head into the downtown area
to enjoying some great shopping and food. Freeport is
renowned for its outlet shopping, which includes five different L.L. Bean stores.
Freeport also has great restaurant options. Consider
getting a lobster roll at Linda

Bean’s Perfect Maine Lobster
Roll located right next to L.L.
Bean’s Bike, Boat, and Ski
Store. Other great Freeport
eateries include the Italianstyle Azure Café and Morrison’s Maine Chowder House
which offers lobster rolls, seafood stews, and whoopie pies.
After your meal, finish off
your trip with ice cream from
the Ben and Jerry’s store or
from Classic Custard, which
offers a unique selection of
daily flavors like eggnog and
crème brulee. Both seem to

entice visitors, tempting them
to come back for more time after time again.
Still looking to continue
another off campus adventure? Consider heading to
another
nearby naturecentric destination such as
Bradbury Mountain State
Park, Eagle Island State Historic Site, Crescent Beach
State Park, and Sebago Lake
State Park. Otherwise, feel
free to head back to Colby
to brag to your friends all
about your adventures.

Religious Studies at Colby offers grants
By Louisa Goldman

Do

you K now a
M ule who would B e
interested in min gling with the E cho ?
N ominate a S tudent
or A lum by emailing
L ouisa G oldman at
lcgold 20@ colby . edu

Associate Editor

Have you ever wanted to
learn about Lutheranism,
or are interested in Islam?
Colby’s religious studies
department provides excellent resources for students
curious about faith, and are
currently offering a wide
range of fellowships.
“The Religious Studies
Department invites proposals from Colby students,
regardless of major and minor, for funding to conduct
an original research project
on a topic related to the
study of religion,” Professor
Nikky Singh, Chair of the
Department and Crawford
Family Professor of Reli-

gion, said in an email interview with the Echo. “A wide
range of individual and collaborative student research
projects may qualify for
funding under this program, including research
related to honors theses, independent studies, or specific courses.”
Singh reiterated that
students need not have a
background in the Religious Studies Department,
simply an interest in a topic
that relates to religion. “All
projects must have a Colby
faculty sponsor, but that
sponsor need not be affiliated with religious studies,”
Singh said.
The money involved in
the research will be used

to further students’ studies,
according to Singh. “Grants
will range from $1,000–
$2,500, with maximum
funding allocated to those
grants that are either collaborative or require international travel,” Singh said.
In addition to this, the
research will need to occur in the near future. “The
research supported by this
fellowship will occur during January and/or Spring
2018, and will be presented
at CLAS,” Singh said.
For more information
on the research grants offered by the Colby Religious Studies Department,
please contact Professor
Nikky Singh, nksingh@
colby.edu.
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Mingle
with a
mule:
Chip Gavin, ‘90

By Louisa Goldman
Associate Editor

Since the first issue of
the Echo was published
in 1877, generations of
student writers have used
the paper as a medium to
relate stories of the Colby
community. For former
Editor-in-Chief Chip Gavin
’90, four years of work for
the Echo impacted his own
life story and allowed him
to develop lifelong friendships. He even used the
journalism skills he developed while at Colby to work
as a reporter for the Central
Maine News Network. As
alumni returned to Colby
for Homecoming Weekend
2017, the Echo sat down
with him on out Bobs office
to discuss his time at Colby.
The Echo (E): What
was your position
within the Echo?
Gavin (G): I worked at
the Echo pretty much
throughout Colby, and
was the Editor-in-Chief
at one point. I shared
that duty…with some
other classmates who
also did hard, hard work.
We spent many hours in
this room where we are
sitting right now.
E: What was your fondest memory of the Echo?
G: The friends that you
made and the camaraderie
was certainly the highlight
of working on the Echo.
We all loved journalism,
many of the students I was
on the Echo with actually
went into journalism. I
do something else now,
but I was a reporter for
quite a long time. It’s really
the friendships that you
remember. Those are still
people that I keep in touch
with. Some of the people
whose names are on these
walls I was e-mailing with
just yesterday, so it’s real
nice to be here.
E: Your name is on the
wall of the Echo office, too.
G: We used to have social
activities here in the Echo
office, and for people who
have never been in the Echo
office, there’s a number of
quotes and scoreboards
and such things from those
games down here. Some of
our names are still up in
various places.
E: You married an editor
in chief of the Echo as
well, right?
G: Yes, my spouse, Andrea Krasker `93, was the
Editor-in-Chief.
E: Outside of the Echo,
were you involved in
anything else at Colby?
G: I was involved in other
writing type things: the
Pequod and things like
that. I had a radio show
at one point on WMHB.
And academics of course,
that was why we were all
here in the first place. I felt
very fortunate to be a part
of the community and still
have many lifelong friends
from those days.
E: Is there anything else
you would like to add
about your experience at
Colby or at the Echo?
G: Well [Colby] is an
inspirational place, and I
just hope that people who
are here now continue to
be inspired by it and feel
as strongly about it as
I do and as people who
have come before you
have. It’s a special place,
and we appreciate you
taking good care of it and
keeping it that way.
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An artful Halloween: costume party at the Colby Museum
B Y C HARLOT TE M ARRAT TA
A&E Reporter

“What’s this?” A young
boy dressed as a superhero
asked his mother, pointing to the frames of a Leah
Modigliani exhibit. His
mother explained the piece
of work over the music and
chatter that filled the Colby
College Museum of Art. On
Thursday, Oct. 26, art not
only hung on the walls but
walked around the lobby,
explored the galleries, and
enjoyed the Museum’s very
own costume party, “An
Artful Halloween.” Colby
students, faculty, and families from all over Kennebec
County showed off their
creative costumes, from
a Twister board to Andy
Warhol. The event provided the perfect opportunity
to combine the celebration
of Halloween with the appreciation of art.
Thanks to Bixler Library
Assistant Robin Duperry’s
design efforts, the museum was transformed into
a spooky and festive party
space. Skeletons manned the
museum doors and orange
string lights lined the walls
and ceilings. Attendees mingled around tables covered
in coffin-shaped brownies
and stuffed eyeball olives.
Grabbing bites to eat and
glasses of wine, smiling students and families enjoyed
each other’s company amidst
the incredible art that the
museum has to offer.
The event was co-sponsored by the Museum Advisory Board and the Museum Student Advisory
Board. “We really wanted
to create a program that
gets people into the museum who might have found
it intimidating prior. The
Museum Student Advisory
Board (MSAB) was really helpful in attracting a
younger audience because
they know what students
are interested in and excited about,” saod Jordia Benjamin Mirken Coordinator
of Academic and Public
Programs. “An Artful Halloween” was organized by
Benjamin’s
predecessor,
Matt Timme, in 2011, as a
way to involve more of the
student body in the museum by combining art and
a popular holiday. Due to

constraints around exhibitions at the time and the
switch between Timme and
Benjamin, the museum was
unable to hold the event
last year, making the success of this year’s revamp of
utmost importance.
“A lot of brainstorming went into planning the
event. We thought about
what activities we should
have, what’s going to be fun
for college students, and
how to get people interested,” said Katie Ryan ’18,
the Publicity Chair for the
Museum Student Advisory
Board. The party included
a live DJ, a photo booth, a
frame-making craft activity, spooky story telling,
a “Thriller” dance competition, and a costume
contest. While there was
great participation in the
arts and crafts activity, the

Courtesy of Peter Brown
Keenan Boscoe ’19 left and
Molly Wu ’18 right, stayed with
the artful theme, inspired by
the late artist Andy Warhol and
the work of René Magritte.

The success
of this year’s
revamp [was]
of utmost importance.

dance contest and spooky
story telling didn’t exactly
go as planned. “The toughest part about the event was
getting people to participate in the micro events.
We were hoping for more
entries in the dance contest and for more original
spooky story contributions,” Ryan commented.
“We definitely learned
what things people enjoy
and want to participate
in and what things sound
better on paper than in actual execution.”
Benjamin also noticed
the dip in participation.
“Because we didn’t have
it last year I think people
automatically thought that
we’re not having it anymore. We need to rebuild
public support.” Since their
partnerships went so well

Courtesy of Peter Brown
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with MSAB and the Student
Government
Association
(SGA), who helped to promote, Benjamin is looking
forward to partnering with
groups in the larger Waterville community. These
groups include the Alfond
Youth Center and Common
Street Arts, to get more of
the public involved with and
aware of the program.
With this emphasis on
community involvement, the
prizes for the costume con-

Love for the G string
BY GRETCHEN O’BRIEN
Staff Writer

Recently, one of my
roommates and I decided
that every week we want
to try a new Maine brewed
beer. Last week, when I
was buying groceries at
Hannafords, I was drawn
to a beer by Funky Bow
beer company, located in
Lyman, Maine. The beer,
cleverly named G-String,

has a colorful can with a
picture of a banjo on it,
which honestly drew my
attention to the beer in the
first place.
G-String, along with
other beers such as Midnight Special and So
Folkin’ Hoppy, are brewed
by a father-son duo in
southern Maine.On their
webpage
(http://www.
f u n k y b o w b e e r c o m p a n y.
com/), Abraham Lorrain

describes beginning to
brew beer at home around
the time of his college
graduation. After discovering a passion for the
activity, he and his father
decided to make it into a
living, and their brewery is
now four years old.
Their G-String option is
more of a summer beer. An
American Pale Ale, the Gstring was a good option
for me because it’s a light-

Pen to Paper: walk to party
BY MERRILL REED
Layout Editor

Francie was wet, drunk,
and very aware of the
chaffing of her thighs
against her snow soaked
boyfriend jeans. All she
could think about was how
if John were to take her
pants off tonight that her
legs would be frozen, her
razor bumps on her bikini
line would appall him, and
now this chaffing would
disgust him as well. He
would peel off the cardboard-like denim to reveal

her pale, naked flesh and
all he’d have in response
would be a curled lip with
perfect teeth peeking from
behind. At least she pregamed with her parents
Grey Goose.
She checked her iPhone
to see if Katherine texted
her about being late to
their meeting at the corner of Links Way and
Hidden Hill Drive. This
corner was where she and
Katherine would meet every time they snuck out to
go to upperclassmen parties. Both of their parents

forbade drinking alcohol
so they simply snuck out
to avoid their parents all
together. Katherine was
new this year at school and
was very pretty with long,
dark brown hair and even
though she had braces, she
was still beautiful. Naturally, all the boys in the
freshmen class had a thing
for her (John included)
so Francie felt very lucky
that she had befriended
and lived so close to her.
They’d become inseparable in the four months
they’d known each other.

test were geared towards getting students involved downtown. The prize for cutest
costume, won by Molly Wu
dressed as The Son of Man
painting by René Magritte,
was a gift card to Children’s
Book Cellar. The son of
Deputy Director of the Museum of Art Julianne Gilland
won the prize for spookiest
junior costume as the grim
reaper, earning tickets for
two to the Escape Room.
The prize for the most creer beer with a ton of flavor. Funky Bow also offers
a coffee porter (the Midnight Special), a few IPAs
(Jam session and Hoppy
Notes), and Barrel aged
beer that rotate throughout the year.
The brewery, located
south of Portland, is open
Friday through Sunday, and
hosts many events including
performances by bluegrass
bands and brick oven pizza
nights with slices offered for
free. If you can’t make it to
their brewery, their beer is
sold at Hannafords and other locations in Waterville.
Katherine hadn’t texted
her despite her being 15
minutes late already.
So there she trudged,
through the newly fallen
December snow, late on
a Saturday night. She was
shivering, but it was only
half a mile left to the corner and then another half
mile to the party. At least
she’d be with Katherine by
that point.
With each step she
slipped a little- her Ugg
boots had no traction
from years of wear. The
wind blew snow into her
eyes as she looked into a
warmly lit window of the
Nelsons as she walked by
their Tudor mansion. The
littlest and blondest of

ative costume, a gift certificate for a Common Street
Arts drawing lesson, went
to a sexy pinecone costume.
Last but certainly not least,
Elena Monastireva-Ansdell
and Riley Meidell tied for
overall best costumes, each
landing a dinner for two at
Itali-ah Market and Restaurant. “Seeing all the costumes, the creativity of students and guests, was my
favorite part of the event,”
Benjamin, said.

Courtesy of Peter Brown
Students, faculty and community
members came together in the
lobby of the Museum to celebrate
spooky Halloween traditions all
throughout the galleries.

Have a piece of fiction, nonfiction,
or poetry you want published in our
newspaper? Submit to Pen to Paper
by e-mailing nkoleyni@colby.edu
wcwalkey@colby.edu or mkschrei@
colby.edu and get in next week’s issue of The Echo.

the five children, Sandy,
was bundled up between
her parents on the couch
watching an animated
movie. Suddenly, Francie felt very intrusive and
looked away.
She wondered how well
someone could see into
her room from the street.
What if John walked by
and looked up to see
her naked body as she
dressed for school? She
hoped the light would
capture the cur ves of her
hips right and her rat’s
nest hair would already
be straightened.
She kept walking, somewhat frightened by the
thought of peeping toms
and and the pitch-black

dark. She finally reached
the corner, but there was
no Katherine.
She checked her phone
again for a text, but there
was none. She stood at the
corner for 30 more snow
soaking minutes when she
messaged Katherine: “Hey,
Where r u?”
Her ears were turning
purple and her hands were
ice cold. Finally, ten minutes later she received a
text from Katherine: “I’m
fucked, rents caught me
and I had to say I slept
walked. Too suspicious,
cant cum. Sorry!”
Francie thought of Sandy, all cuddled up between
her parents, and started to
walk, homebound.

Opinions

Page 5 | The Colby Echo

November 2, 2017

Art that inspires debate
By Sharon Corwin

Director of the Colby College
Museum of Art
Socially conscious art
plays an important role in
our culture. It can ask us
to face injustices, inequalities, and common histories.
There are many examples of
public artworks that take on
pressing societal concerns,
and Nina Oleynik ’18 gives
us a compelling one in her
Sept. 28 Op-Ed in the Echo
that looks at Kara Walker’s
powerful sculpture A Subtlety, or the Marvelous Sugar Baby from 2014.
Perhaps one of our country’s most affecting examples of public art is Maya
Lin’s Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C.
Rooted in a formal language
of abstraction and minimalism, Lin’s wall displays the
etched names of the more
than 58,000 service men

and women lost during
the war. Initially protested
for its lack of a representational narrative, it was
soon embraced as a deeply
moving memorial.
Sol LeWitt’s piece on
Colby’s campus is another
abstract wall—one similarly indebted to minimalism
with its primary forms being concrete blocks. LeWitt’s
art is neither politically nor
socially charged, but rather
represents a material expression of the artist’s concept, an idea executed by the
H.P. Cummings Construction Company of Winthrop,
ME according to the artist’s
written instructions: “Seven 12’ x 12’ concrete block
panels, which overlap each
other at angles to form an
overall length of 68’.” This
resolutely abstract work
dissects the space of the
Museum’s east lawn, offering multiple compositions

depending on the viewpoint
from which it is perceived:
straight on, the seven walls
are seen as a slightly irregular plane; from either
end, the walls collapse into

LeWitt’s art
[...] represents
a material
expression
of the artists’s concept
a jumbled mass as the edges
of each panel jut into view;
and from the Museum’s east
stairwell (a view I encourage one to seek out), the jagged line formed by the tops
of the walls is visible.

What I appreciate most
about Seven Walls, and
many of the more difficult works of art in our
museum, is that it encourages just the kind of conversation that
Oleynik
has introduced. What do
we want from public art?
Must it have a social responsibility? Is there a
place for abstraction and
formal practice in the public arena? I hope that Seven
Walls continues to provoke
these types of questions,
challenge our assumptions
about the meaning and
role of art, and force debate between its viewers.
Ultimately, I cannot think
of a better role for an artwork to play at a liberal
arts college.
Nina Oleynik’s Sept.
28 op-ed can be found on
our website with the link
http://colbyechonews.com/
purpose-public-art/.

Courtesy of colby.edu
Sharon Corwin, Professor of Art Carolyn Muzzy Director of the Colby College
Museum of Art and Chief Curator gives her insights on the College’s place in
fostering debate around art-related topics in print and around campus.

What’s up with Heights? The Early Bird Charm
B y N ick M c E lroy

Contributing Writer
Have you ever seen a tour
heading up to The Heights
to give prospective students a look at dorm life?
That’s right, you haven’t.
Apropos
of
Jamie
Schwartz ’18 in her article,
“Colby’s Dorm Crisis,” I
wanted to draw attention
to the fact that the College
seems to be content with
allocating limited funds to
the upkeep and repair of
Heights while spending extravagantly on a new dorm.
Just last week, the College
announced a new off-campus housing policy that
bans students from living
off campus - unless they
live in the new downtown
dorm. This really wouldn’t
be an issue if the College’s
current housing was up to
par. But just take a look at
Heights. The bathrooms
are a disaster; the showers are constructed out of
crudely poured concrete,
and it isn’t uncommon to
see shower heads falling
off. Each floor is allocated
one washing machine and
one dryer, which is a major
hassle given the number of
students in the dorm. The
rooms themselves aren’t

any better. Large exposed
concrete walls are omnipresent in each room, and
the design of the windows
allows very little natural
light into the space. The
walls are remarkably thin,
allowing anyone in the
dorm to hear conversations
in the next suite. On top of
this, the linoleum flooring
is often waterlogged and
looks as if it has not been
changed since the construction of the building.
A student placed in
Heights is, at least to some
degree, already predisposed to feeling marginalized when the campus
announces the creation
of a $25 million dorm in
downtown Waterville. It’s
frustrating to read about
the kind of “state-of-theart” facilities currently being constructed downtown
when Heights is lagging
behind every dorm on campus in most metrics. Why
wasn’t even a tiny portion
of that money allocated to
bringing older dorms up
to speed over the summer?
Major renovations to the
dorm would be fantastic,
but even minor changes to
the interior would create a
far more livable environment for students. It’s all
too easy for the adminis-

tration to claim that the
present state of Heights is a

I wanted to
draw attention to the fact
that the college
seems to be
content with allocating limited
funds to the
upkeep and repair of heights
result of dorm damage, but
with the exorbitant fees
Heights residents pay as a
result, it’s difficult to understand why this damage
hasn’t been fixed. Recently,
I overheard a non-resident
student who had broken an
exit sign in our dorm say,
“Whatever, it’s Heights, it’s
a dump anyway.”

We’re Hiring! the Echo is currently
looking for a News Reporter capable
of writing one investigative story per
week. E-mail wcwalkey@colby.edu
with expressed interest along with a resumé and writing sample.
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By Andrew Egger

dren who still have most
of our lives and experienc-

Contributing Writer

It may seem illogical to
pay for breakfast outside
of Colby when you can eat
for free right on campus.
However, when it comes to
places like Early Bird restaurant, the $8 you spend
pays for more than just a
plate of banana chocolate
chip pancakes and a cup
of coffee. When you pay
for breakfast at Early Bird,
you pay for the ambience
that supplements the delicious food.
If you go to Early Bird
on a Saturday morning,
you’ll see plenty of elderly
people. Some sit in large
groups, some in couples,
and some just sit alone.
Some of them are cheerful, laughing as they sip
their coffee and eat their
buttered toast, while others are more serious- a
bit sad even. If you watch
them long enough, you
may start to wonder about
them. What are their stories? Why is the old man
sitting alone in the corner? Was he once married?
Some of the elderly are
thoroughly excited to see
college students come
through the doors. To
them, we are mere chil-

Some of the
elderly are
thoroughly
excited to see
college students come
through the
doors. To
them, we are
mere children
who still have
most of our
lives and experiences on
the horizon
es on the horizon. Sure, we
might be competent in the
use of phones and computers, but we haven’t ex-

perienced what they have.
We haven’t been married
and had kids. We haven’t
been divorced, lost a job,
or continued to live on
as our friends and family leave this world. No,
to them we are quite innocent and abound in the
blessings of youth.
If you talk to those who
are happy to see you, you’ll
find that they are not much
different from us. Yes,
they have white hair and
wrinkled skin, but their
spirits parallel our own.
Once upon a time, they too
drank, flirted, and skinnydipped. Observing and
talking to these people is
a large part of what makes
an Early Bird breakfast so
special.
Someday, if we’re lucky,
we too will be wrinkled
and old, enjoying our
weekend breakfast at a
place like Early Bird, and
perhaps will see young
college students come
through the front doors.
We will probably think
about how they remind
us of ourselves when we
were young not so long
ago. And maybe... just
maybe... some of them
will talk to us, and we can
tell them our stories and
they can tell us theirs.

Have a burning opinion
regarding Colby’s campus or a national issue?
E-mail Op-Ed pieces to
nkoleyni@colby.edu
Damon’s Discount
Beverages

(formerly known as Joka’s)
We now have the largest selection of
domestic and imported beers in Central
Maine
Open Sun.-Wed. until 9 p.m.,
Thurs. until 10 p.m.,
Fri. & Sat. until Midnight
Located at 52 Front
Street, Waterville,
ME, 04901

207-873-6228
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Weekend recap with the Mules
By Thomas McMahon
Contributing Writer

This week was a tough one
for Colby athletics with men’s
cross country placing last at the
NESCAC championships and
men’s and women’s soccer as
well as field hockey finishing
their seasons with close losses.
At the NESCAC cross country championships last Saturday, hosted by Bates College,
men’s cross country placed
eighth out of the eight attending
colleges. They were 15 points
behind the next team, Wesleyan
University, and 226 points behind first place Amherst College. Despite this, Benard Kibet
’18 and Noel Feeney ’18 were
able to place 32nd and 46th
out of the 140 runners in attendance. Women’s cross- country
placed better with a score of
196, putting them at eighth of
11 teams and only eight points
away from sixth place. Cait
Lawlor ’18 placed third overall
with a time of 22:02.9, less than
a minute behind the first-place
finish, while Sophia Gorman
’21 finished 30th overall with a
time of 23:24.6.
Both soccer teams squared
off against Colby rival Bates
last week, but neither managed

to come out on top. Men’s soccer played a nail biting game
at home that went into double
overtime. The only point of the
game was scored by Bates in the
last 25 seconds of the game off
a corner kick. Bobcat Morgan
Dewdney knocked a header toward the left post. Beaufils Kimpolo-Pene was open and ripped
a shot at Colby goalkeeper Avery Gibson ’20 who made an
amazing save, but the rebound
returned to Kimpolo-Pene who
hit a low shot to the right corner of the goal, securing the win
for Bates. This was the end of
the season for men’s soccer and
the final game for Aidan Black
’18, Andrew D’Anieri ’18, Evan
Dwyer ’18, Avery Heilbron
’18, and Chandler Smith ’18.
Women’s soccer took the fight
to Bates, traveling to Lewiston.
Like their past three games,
they were unable to score and
after Olivia Amdur scored two
points for Bates in the 10th
and 11th minutes of the first
half, the Mules were only able
to prevent Bates from further
scoring. In total, the Mules
gave up 13 shots in the first half
but held Bates to just two in the
last 45 minutes. Colby also had
six shots in total with Olivia
Greif ’21 shooting half of them.
This game marked the end of

Courtesy of Colby Athletics

the season for women’s soccer
and the final game for seniors
Laura Arnold, Jess Horick, Ally
Ingraham, and, Emily Martin.
Field hockey also faced Bates
last Wednesday at the Bill Alfond Field. Both teams knew
the stakes as the winner would
advance into the quarterfinals
and the loser would end their
season. The Mules took an early
lead in the first half, but as the
end of the second half neared,
the score was tied at 2-2. With
just 7.5 seconds left on the clock,
Bobcat Taylor Lough scored her
second goal of the night, winning the game for Bates. Colby’s
Georgia Cassidy ’20 scored her
15th goal of the season this
game, tying the record for most
goals scored with Wendy Bonner ’05, but despite this, Colby
left the field defeated and ended

their season on a loss. This was
the final game for Kat Restrepo
’18 and Meredith Keenan ’18.
Women’s volleyball started
off strong this week, beating
Maine Maritime 3-1. This victory was led by Paige Hanssen
’19 and Nicole Petherbridge
’20 with 14 kills and 23 attacks
respectively. The victory was
also due in large part to Molly
Manuel ’19 and Emily Moslener ’18 and their combined 33
assists. The rest of the season
was not as succesful as they
went on to lose their next two
games on Friday against Trinity (3-1) and Saturday against
Amherst (3-0). The loss on
Saturday was the end of the
season and the final game
for Emily Moslener ’18, Kate
Wincek ’18, Eliza Liebler ’18,
and Kacie Wrean ’18.
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Corrections
The Echo would like to apologize for a mistake in the 10/26 issue.
Vice President for College Advancement Daniel Lugo was incorrectly
referred to as the “President of Planning.”

From the Archives

March 12, 2008

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
By Kevin Ahn
Sports Reporter

Sport: Cross-Country
Year: 2018
Hometown: Concord, MA
This week the Echo had an opportunity
to talk with senior cross-country runner
Caitlin Lawlor ’18. Lawlor has done well
this year placing third, fifth, and third in
her last three meets.
Echo (E): How does it feel to be named
Devastator of the Week?
Caitlin Lawlor (CL): I’m really hyped about
being named Devastator of the Week. I
think it’s a really hardcore title and I’ll try to
channel that for the remainder of my season.
E: Obviously you have been running well this
fall, placing third, fifth, and third in the last
three meets. How have you been preparing
for these meets this season?
CL: I’ve thought about race preparation in
a new way this season. It starts with every workout where I pretend like about I’m
about to race and I treat each interval as a
portion of the race. That way getting on the
line is familiar and not scary at all. I’ve also
really embraced the “power of the mind”
and even if I don’t feel well before or during
a race, I convince myself that I am strong,
capable, and can persevere.
E: The cross-country season is still going
on, but up until this point, how have you
felt that this season has gone?
CL: I’m really happy with my season so far
since I’ve surprised myself a couple times and
learned not to limit myself before a race. That
being said, the most important races have yet
to come and I’m really excited for the tests
that they will bring.
E: The rumor on the street is that you will be
named to the All-NESCAC team for a second
year in a row. How does that feel?
CL: I think the NESCAC is a really special league, and I would be honored to be
named to the All-NESCAC this year.
E: Anything else you would like to say?
CL: I really want to just thank my coaches,
Jared Beers and Alanna McDonough.They
have both helped me make unimaginable
strides (pun totally intended) as an athlete
and human being. I’m really sad that as
a transfer I will only have had three years
here; however, my experiences on this team
and with these coaches remind me every day that I’m proud to be a Mule. Four
shoes, one mule.
E: Any advice for the younger teammates?
CL: I would advise my younger team mates
to embrace the fun parts of running. Racing can seem scary and painful, but if you
think about it as an opportunity rather
than a challenge it’s a lot less intimidating.
Also that they must be limitless.
E: What has been your favorite moment from
your time on the team?
CL: My favorite moment in my four years
is really tough to pick, but we had a really great workout this year that we called
LARPing (live action role playing). My
teammates will know what I mean by
this, but it was the most fun I have ever
had running and turned out to be an
incredible workout. It also helped me
mentally prepare for some tricky parts
of racing.
E: How has cross-country changed your
Colby experience?
CL: For me, the cross country team has
really helped me stay focused. It’s a
group of people that all work very hard
to fulfill our potentials as athletes. I feel
accountable to this group when it comes
to doing independent training and making smart choices.
E: What are your thoughts on the future of the
team for after you are gone?
CL: I am so excited to see what happens
with our women’s cross country team
in the coming years. There is a ton of
potential within the current team and I
know that other very fast girls are looking at Colby so I think they’re going to
Mule it.
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Football’s comeback falls short in homecoming game
By Annabel McLaughlin
Contributing Writer

This weekend, over 3,400
fans packed into Harold Alfond Stadium to cheer on
the Colby Mules as they took
on the Bates College Bobcats. With current students’
families visiting for Parents
Weekend and alumni on
campus for Homecoming,
the game had a noticeably
stronger and more palpable
energy compared to other
games this year. Unfortunately, despite several highlight plays and a tight score
throughout the game, Colby
fell just short of a win, losing 27-24 to the Bobcats.
Both teams were hungry
for a win, each looking to
break their 0-6 NESCAC
records. The matching records, historic rivalry between the two teams, and
strong fan presence made
for intense and heightened
emotions during the game.
Jack O’Brien ’20, quarterback for the Mules, described the impact these
unique circumstances had
on the team during Saturday’s game.
“The Bates game is such
an old and intense rivalry,
so the game always carries

added significance for the
team in the week heading
into Bates every year. You
always know it’ll be a close,
hard-fought football game.”
Numerous tents and tailgates with assortments of
food, carnival games, music,
and Colby gear surrounded
the field. This excitement
fueled the Mules in their
pursuit for victory.
“The atmosphere definitely felt different than usual.
The stands were packed
with loud fans. This made
the game even more fun to
play in, especially at certain key points in the game.
The crowd yesterday was
intense and loud, which always make you play better
as a team because it pumps
everyone up and makes the
game more fun to play in,”
O’Brien added.
Bates was first to put
points on the board, scoring with 6:15 left in the
first quarter. With 4:52
left in the half, Colby responded with a touchdown
pass from O’Brien to Mark
Snyder ’18, with an extra
point from John Baron ’18
to tie the game at 7-7. Bates
managed to add three more
points with a 29-yard field
goal before the end of the

half, pulling just ahead of
the Mules 10-7.
The Mules managed to
contain the Bobcats at the
start of the half. Then, nearly six minutes into the second half, the Mules restored
the tie with a 31-yard field
goal from Baron, bringing
the score back to a tie at.
With 20 seconds left in the
quarter, Bates scored with a
4-yard touchdown run and
extra point, pulling ahead by
a touchdown. Determined
to close the score gap once
again in the fourth quarter,
O’Brien ran the ball 30 yards
for a touchdown, with an
extra point added by Baron.
At that point, the score was
tied again at 17-17, with just
over 11 minutes of play left.
Both teams were craving
a victory. Less than 30 seconds of play after the Colby
touchdown, Bates scored
on a 52-yard touchdown
pass and extra point kick,
leaving the Mules trailing
24-17. With 5:31 left in the
game, the Bobcats managed
to score again with an 18yard field goal that pulled
them even further ahead.
The Mules, now down 2717, needed to maintain their
composure as they made a
final push for a comeback

and victory.
Jake Schwern ’20 brought
the Mules back to life,
with a 2-yard run and kick
from Baron to put seven
more points on the board
for Colby. “Schwern made
some huge plays to keep us
in the game, particularly
his blocked punt. The block
gave the entire team life
again and set the offense

The Echo: Any words of ad
vice for the younger team
mates?
Kat Restrepo (KR): Don’t take

a single day for granted. Four
years go by waaaay too fast.
Always wear your Colby jersey with pride and be good
to your teammates, they will
be your friends for life.

E: Favorite part

about your team?

KR: My favor

Tomotaka Cho ’18 is a
coxswain from Mor
ganville, NJ. The Echo
sat down with him and
got some words of advice
he has to give under
classmen.

the team.

The Echo: Any words of

E: What did the

advice for the younger
teammates?

Tomotaka Cho (TC):

E: Favorite mo
ment from your four years?
TC: Racing at
the Head of the Charles.

Coming off a 27-24 loss to Hamilton College, the Colby football team matched the previous week’s score in a second consecutive 27-24 loss . This loss came at the hands of Bates College during Homecoming Weekend. Their record has fallen to 0-7.

team mean to you
throughout your years
at Colby?

TC: The team

Keep pushing each oth
er, and have fun while
doing it. Four years goes
by way quicker than you
realize, so sometimes
it’s okay to take a step
back and take every
thing in. Don’t overthink, and just commit
yourself to doing some
thing that makes you
happy.

is the backbone of my
time at Colby. In some
ways, it’s shaped my
life and how I see dif
ferent things. It’s helped
me make new friends
and introduce impor
tant figures in my life.
I’m grateful I took the
time to bring rowing
into my collegiate life.

E: Favorite part

E: What are

about your team?

TC: The guys. Every individual person has their
own quirks, but everyone has a similar passion
for rowing. That energy
in itself is my favorite
part of the team; the
vibes, the excitement of
racing, and the determination drives my love for

E: What did the team

mean to you through out your
years at Colby?

KR: It’s truly

impossible to explain in
words what my team as meant
to me throughout my four
years at Colby. They’ve been
my best friends and my big
gest supporters; they’ve been
my family here at Colby since
my very first day here and I
know they will be long after
I’ve graduated. They’ve filled
my time here will joy and love
and I’ll be forever grateful to
have been able to be a part of
it all.

E: What are your
thoughts on the team moving
foward?

E: Favorite moment

KR: It has really

KR: To this day,

my favorite moment was the
final day of preseason my
freshmen year. I was a walk
on and had been practicing
in a pennie without a num
ber, so for me, a number represented who was on the

The Cheap Seats

team and who wasn’t. At the
end of our last session, my
coach tossed a pennie to me
that had number 22 on the
back. It meant I had officially
made the team. Trying to
read my shocked face she
asked, “What, do you not like
the number 22?” To which I
responded, “I do now!”

ite part about my team is how
amazing my teammates are.
Like genuinely, some of the
most loving, inclusive, involved, and joyful people I’ve
ever had the privilege of
knowing. I’m so proud to be a
part of Colby field hockey
and be surrounded by such
incredible people.

from your four years?

final score.
“In the end, we didn’t
make enough highlight plays
to win the game,” O’Brien
explained.
This loss will only motivate the Mules to secure
a win in their next game.
The Mules take on the Tufts
Jumbos (4-3) this Saturday,
at 1:00 p.m. on Harold Alfond field.

Courtesy of Colby College

Seniors offer their advice to fellow athletes
Kat Restrepo ’18 was the cap
tain of the field hockey team
this past season. The Echo sat
down with her and talked about
what field hockey has meant to
her and her fondest memories.

up for an easy touchdown
drive.” O’Brien commented.
However, even after getting possession back after
Bates’ 1:10 drive, Colby
could not manage to seal a
victory. After five plays and
three incomplete passes,
Colby lost possession on
downs with 0:38 left in the
game. Bates ran the clock
down, keeping 27-24 as the

been so exciting to experience
how much this program has
changed in the past four years
and to know that it will keep
getting stronger long after I
graduate. While it is heart
breaking to no longer be on
the field playing, I cannot wait
to cheer on Colby field hockey for the rest of my life!

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
In this edition of the Cheap Seats, we sit
down with Cross Country’s Rob Dettmann
‘20 to discuss pleasure songs, Thanksgiving,
and ancient civilizations.

By Aidan Larned

Contributing Writer
Colby Echo (E) : How long have you been running?
Rob Dettmann (D): I’ve been running since fourth
grade.
E: What’s your favorite thing about running?
RD: The people and the high.
E: Do you have a favorite memory from your
running career?
RD: My last 800m race of my high school career. I
was seeded very low and ended up crushing my fastest time and placing in my conference.
E: If you were to be from an ancient civilization,
which would you be from and why?
RD: Ancient Greek civilization. Since sixth grade
when I became aware of the Greek Gods, I’ve come
to love ‘em.
E: What’s your guilty pleasure song?
RD: Promiscuous Girl
E: Do you have any nicknames?
RD: Yeah, D-town, Bobby D, Keith
E: What’s one food that you hate?
RD: Hate’s definitely a strong word. I hate Hitler, I
dislike broccoli.

your thoughts on the
team moving foward?

E: What’re your favorite and least favorite
Thanksgiving Day foods?

TC: The team gets

younger every year, but
stronger. The underclass
men bring the fire and
potential to the future of
our team, so keep that
fire going, and big things
can happen for CMC in
the next couple of years.

RD: Love the stuffing. Mashed sweet potatoes are
overrated but I love the fries.
E: If we reach the singularity in the foreseeable
future, and humans upload consciousness into robots, what abilities does “Robot Rob” have?
Katy Donchik ’18 sits
down with The Echo to re
flect on her time on the
rowing team.

The Echo: Any words of
advice for the younger
teammates?

Katy Donchik (KD): Be

willing to ask for help!
Other members of the team
are here to support you
with any questions you
have so don’t be afraid to
speak up and ask for

E: Favorite part
about your team?
KD: We really thrive

on our close bonds with
each other. Crew is a sport
that really requires you to
be completely synchronized with the people
around you, which really
forms strong bonds be
tween rowers.

E: Favorite moment from

your four years?

KD: Any time we are

neck and neck with an-

other boat during a race.
Naturally they’re your rivals and you want to beat
them, but at the same time
there’s a mutual appreciation for the hard work that
each team has put in.

E: What did the
team mean to you through
out your years at Colby?
KD: The team has

RD: Mac and cheese.
E: Would you rather have hiccups for the rest of
your life or lose a hand?
RD: Lose a hand.
E: If there’s ever a documentary made about you
what’s it called and who’s narrating it?
RD: “How’s Good?” narrated by Keith Barnachez.
E: What do you think is the most quotable movie?

allowed me to make connections in a way that I
didn’t first see. They’ve
provided me with a huge
support network and
they’ve connected me to
other aspects of this campus that I wouldn’t have
connected with myself.

RD: Happy Gilmore.

E: Thoughts on
the team moving foward?

RD: Pizza.

KD: I want my teammates to believe in them
selves and in each other.
Use each other to push
yourselves, and work
well together. As [Stew]
always says, “Be hard to
row against, but easy to
row with.”

E: What’s the most embarrassing trend you’ve
partaken in during your life?
RD: V-neck t-shirts.
E: If you were an inanimate object what would
you be?

E: Describe your favorite meme format.
RD: The confused Nick Young meme.
E: Is a hot dog a sandwich?
RD: Is a house really a home if your loved one’s gone?
No, a hot dog is not a sandwich

