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By THOMAS ATTAL
Sports Editor

In general, Colby’s athletics
have not seen much success in re-
cent years. The first half of 2014,
however, has been a resounding
success. The year has not only
brought consistent victories, but
it has, perhaps more importantly,
brought big marquee moments
for the school.

Members of various Colby
athletic teams have expressed
the positive impact the Mule
Mob has had when attending
games. Undoubtedly, having in-
creased numbers (and passi

moments that remain in their
memories in order to get at-
tached to the teams and the ath-
letic image of the school. In just
the course of a few months, the
Mules have come through with
several of those moments.

On Jan 31, the men’s basket-
ball team got the ball rolling
with a monumental victory over
the two-time defending national
champions Amherst College. At
the time, the Lord Jeffs had won
31 consecutive New England
Small College Athletic Confer-
ence (NESCAC) games and were
heavily favored to continue the
streak. Led by Patrick Stewart "16

within those numbers) is a big
part of establishing an athletic
culture at a college. For that to
happen with any sort of consis-
tency though, students need big

and his g high 25 points, the
Mules pulled out the 80-75 upset.
A month later, on March 1, the
women’s ice hockey team entered
the NESCAC quarterfinals as the
seventh seed and traveled to face

the second-seeded Ambherst. De-
spite their underdog status, the
Mules came out on top with 3-2
win behind a huge performance
from Bri Wheeler
'14.

Fast forward 16
days, and it's the
men’s tennis team’s
turn to make head-
lines. This time, it
was in state rival
Bates College that
fell to the Mules.
Colby had man-
aged to take just
three total points in
their previous four
matchups against
the  25th-ranked
Bobcats, but this
time that number
was doubled as Colby took it 6-3.
The Mules were led by first-years

injuries sidelined senior

sports turn it around in first half of 2014

Carl Reid and Vlad Murad after

on the road. The win undoubtedly
llowed the Mules to gain a bid to

Jason Ottomano. i
Not to be outdone, both Colby

lacrosse teams pro-

duced big wins. The

men’s team took
down rival Bow-
doin 11-7 at a time
when the Polar

Bears were ranked
18th in the coun-
try. John Grimaldi
’15 scored seven
times that day. The
women’s team re-
sponded with a
season-saving win
against Middlebury
College in the NES-
CAC quarterfinals.
The Mules were
seeded seventh, yet they topped
the second-seedez Panthers 11-10

nationals, while a loss would have
ended their season.

These defining moments stand
out in a year that has also seen
results such as the men’s squash
team qualifying for nationals.
They particularly stand out in
contrast to Colby'’s recent athletic
past, right up until the school-
wide scandal that was caused by
the Administration’s attempt to
shut down Colby Rugby this past
fall. Big wins like tﬁese are the
kind that start a turnaround and
build the culture of sport that is
necessary for sustainable athletic
success at a college. In theory,
they generate both recruits and
donations. At minimum and in
an immediate capacity, they sim-
ply are connections the teams are
creating with fans.

Women's Rugby falls to UMO in

By His ScHenck
Staff Writer

The women’s rugby team battled
more than just their opponents
this year. Poor weather condi-
tions pushed varsity teams inside
or restricted their outdoor times,
forcing the clubs, rugby included,
to horrible practice times inside
or out. Many a late night was put
in as the Mules worked to improve
in advance of their three tourna-
ments this spring. The first tour-
nament came the weekend after
spring break, a sevens tour

than fifteens. When asked about
the ‘tournament, captain Mari-
anne Ferguson ’14, who scored a
team-high three tries on the day,
had this to say: “It was definitely
a new style of play, but we spent a
lot of the preseason transitionins
to sevens. I thought we adjuste
well, and definitely improved over
the course of the da

After their tough day down
in New Hampshire, the women
had only one week to prepare for
their first fifteens tournament of
the season, The Beast of the East
Ru¥by Tournament, . the largest
collegiate rugby tour in the

at the University of New Hamp-
shire (UNH), held in memorial for
Scott Milley, a former rugby player
at UNH and a member o tﬁe us
Army’s elite 10th Mountain Divi-
sion. Keene State College, UNH (B
squad), Norwich University B, and
Dartmouth University B made up
the remainder of Colgy’s division.
The Mules were able to beat Dart-
mouth B by a score of 20-0, but fell
to UNH B, an experienced sev-
ens team, by the same score, and
Keene State beat the Mules by only
two points in a tight match, 12-10.
The Mules advanced to the play-
offs but had to face Norwich B,
who beat Colby by a score of 10-5.
The tournament was the first time
that the team had ever participated
in sevens, a different style of rugby

world. The Mules won the Divi-
sion III consolation bracket along
with the Maine State tournament
the previous year; .so there was
pressure to perform well despite
the loss of some talented juniors
going abroad this year. Despite the
pressure and short time for prepa-
ration, the women hoped to per-
form well, capitalizing on a rapidly
improving first-year class. On the
first day, the women Ejlayed two
contests, against Franklin Pierce
Universit{l and Salve Regina Uni-
versity. The Mules-took the pitch
early Saturday afternoon against
Franklin Pierce and dominated
the match. Colby emerged victo-
rious by a lopsided score of 22-0.
Later, the results got even bet-
ter for the Mules, as they walked

all over Salve, a newer program,
vt oo

Maine state title game

Colby were able to dig in well on
defe

35-0 en route to the champ P
bracket for Division III. On Sun-
day, Colby took the pitch against
Plymouth State University. The
early start time, combined with
the hour-plus pregame ride to
the grounds, resulted in a slow
start for the Mules that they were
unable to overcome, losing 8-0.
While the elimination was a bit-
ter pill to swallow the weekend’s
accomplishments were not lost of
the team. “Sunday’s loss was frus-
trating, but it was great to give our
young players experience against
teams from all over the region and
see them really step up,” said Fer-
guson about the tournament.

The final tournament of the
season, the Maine State Champi-

onship, was held just two weeks .

after the Beast of the East. Due
to multiple scheduling conflicts
for teams within the state this
year, Colby and the University of
Maine at Orono were the only two
schools to send teams. The cham-
pionship would be decided in a
single contest, 60 minutes for the
cup. The Mules braved the cold,
the rain, and the gargantuan op-
ponents, but were unfortunately
unable to pull out a victory on this
day, losing to the Black Bears 7-0.
The score indicated how close, and
defensively dominated, the match
was. The smaller women from

but ulti ly just did not
have the firepower to overcome
UMaine. Ferguson reflected on
the tough loss, the last contest of
her Colby career, saying, “UMaine
surprised us with their strength
and put us on our heels on de-
fense. We were eventually able to
string together some good plays,
but in the end we just weren't able
to punch through.” After the game,
multiple members of the team
were recognized as Maine State All
Stars for their performance in the
match. Ferguson at inside center,
along with co-captain Stephanie

Fﬂday,Maymh 11:00am

Ruys de Perez "14 at flanker, fellow
seniors Courtney McIntosh-Peters
at prop, and Mia Kennedy-Smith
at the wing, Emma Rosenfield 16
at hooker, and Olivia Lang ’15 at
lock were all recognized.

This spring was one where the
women’s team was in rebuilding
mode, as a combination or gradu-
ation and players abroad led to a
depleted roster, but many young
players stepped up despite inexpe-
rience. The talented rising senior
class bolstered by experienced
depth and additional talent from
the underclassmen portends a good
year for the team in 2014-2015.

Westfield, Mass.

‘Women's Lacrosse vs. Plymouth State
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