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Men’s socceer ties Amherst

BY RYAN MAYHUGH
Asst. Sports Editor

The Colby men’s soccer team
gained a 1-1 tie and a great deal of
respect at Amherst College this
weekend.

In the preseason poll, Amherst
wasranked second in New England
while the Mules came in at fifth.
Amherst was the only team to beat
Colby a year ago, as the 1-0 contest
cost the Mules a chance to compete
in the NCAA tournament.

“Obviously, we wanted to win,”
said Head Coach Mark Serdjenian.
“But we played very well.”

At the end of regulation time,
neither team had scored, so they
headed into overtime.

“The first half was tentative. It
was a big game opener for both
teams,” said Serdjenian. “In the sec-
ond half, we had the better of the
play.”

In the first overtime period,
Colby’s attack set up the first score
of the contest, as Marc Small ‘96 was

knocked down in Ambherst’s box.

On the ensuing penalty kick, Bill

Lanagan “95 broke the tie, sending
his shot past the Amherst goalie

into the upper left corner of the net. -

Ambherst came back to tie the
game in the second overtime pe-
riod. Colby goal tender Caleb Ma-
son ‘95 stopped a penalty shot, but
the Lord Jeffs were able to score
after a flurry in front of the Colby
goal on the ensuing corner kick.
Neither team was able to come up
with another score.

“We showed a lot of depth, and
the new people played very well,”
said Serdjenian. ‘

“It was definitely ateam battle,”
said co-captain Brian Pompeo “95.
“Weoutshot them2-1,and we pretty
much neutralized their offense.”

The Mules did suffer an injury
during the contest, as back Robin
Ottaway ‘95 went out with a knee
injury.

Colby comes home to face the
Middlebury. College Panthers on
Friday, but due to scheduling con-

flicts with the women's soccer team,
they will meet on the football field.

“We played one whole season
on the football field when the new
field was being constructed, in ‘89,”
said Serdjenian. “It’s quite nice ac-
tually. It’s a little narrow but the
surface is decent.”

“Middlebury will be strong.
They have a good incoming class,”
said Serdjenian. “They don’t mess
around; they go right to the goal.”

The Mules will return to their
normalfield on Saturday when'they
go against Norwich, and the
women'’s soccer team will take their
turn on the football field.

“We've done well with [Nor-
wich] recently,” said Serdjenijan.
“They’re strong athletes.”

The White Mules roseto thethird
spot in the New England ranking
after their contest with Ambherst,
according to Pompeo. The squad
will try to improve their rankings
yet again when they meet
Middlebury and Norwich this
weekend .

‘Austin brings success to Colby football

BY PAT MCBRIDE
Staff Writer

Football Head Coach Tom Aus-
tin isa well-traveled man. Fromthe
University of Maine at Orono.to the
University of Vermont to Boston
University to Colby and all points
in between, Austin has gathered
knowledgethat helped turnacrum-
bling White Mule program into one
of thetopNESCACteams. Thisyear,
Austin’screw seems primed to break
through and fulfill the potential that
this team possesses.

A former Division | player at

“UMaine, Austin wasted no time in
beginning his coaching career. He
got his first job as a graduate assis-
tant in 1962 at Vermont, under Bob
Clifford, who coached at Colby in
the late fifties and early sixties. Af-
ter spending two years in Vermont,
Austin assumed the reigns for
Lawrence High School in nearby
Fairfield, replacing current Colby
assistant Dick McGee, who departed
Lawrence for a position with Bow-
doin.

“After spending a year at
Lawrence, I took a job at Bridgeton
Academyin Maine,” said Austin. “I
also spent a year at Ithaca College
and five years at Boston University
before returning to Bridgeton for
twelve years,”

Coach Austin arrived on May-
flowerHillin 1986, inheritinga team
thathad been less than successfulin
the years before he reached Colby.
Austin credits much df the turn-
around that followed hisarrivaltoa
solid coaching staff. :

“[Coaching at Colby] is more
than a one-man proposition,” said
Austin. “You need to have a staff,
because football, unlike any other
sport, is segmented. You need to
have people coaching those posi-
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Abe Rogers turns
pro in triathlon

BY KATE CHARBONNIER
- Sports Editor '

Abe Rogers ‘95 has come along
way since he competed in his first
triathlon at the age of 15.

One major step was completed
recently when Rogers, who com-
petes in a number of Colby sports,
became a professional athlete.

Rogers said he got the idea to

compete in his hometown of

Burlington, Vermont’s annual
triathlon after his father and step-
mother participated. But for Rogers,
triathlons held another attraction.

“Triathlons are just an ultimate
personal challenge,” said Rogers.
“It’s just you and the course.”

A triathlon is a contest between
courseand competitorthatincludes
a 1.5 K swim, a 40 K bike ride and
see ROGERS on page 11
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Coach Tom Austin advises a player at a recent praclice.

tions who arereally focused on their
specialtiesbut also have a team atti-
tude.” '

“Thebiggest thing that I felt did
not exist here when 1 arrived was a
teamattitude,” said Austin, “We've
gotten a real commitment from the
kids to work hard.”

Austin is quick to pointout, how-
ever, that a lot of the success over
the recent years can be attributed to
the talent of the players. Colby is
one of only three NESCAC teams
with a winning record for the last
three seasons and has dominated in
the CBB, winning the title six of the
last seven years.

“Coachingis reallyanoverrated
aspect of the game,” said Austin.
“We'vebeen fortunateto geta good
quality of young man and player
and each year they’ve been able to
step it up a little bit in every way.”

“Theonething thatmakesitsuch
a delight to coach here is the effort
that the kids give you,” said Austin.

“They’II work their butts off for you.
They really do all they can to maxi-
mize their athletic ability and that’s
all you can ask. It’s up to us to put
them in a structure where they can
find some success.” :

The success of the Colby football
team has been a gradual process
under Austin. When he first ar-
rived, there was no sign of a weight
room in the ficldhouse. Slowly,
weights werebroughtin forstrength
and conditioning. Now, Colby has
a spectacular weight room and the
football team has 96 percent of its
members participating inan off-sca-
son lifting program.

Opening the season against a
very strong Trinity College squad
on the road, Coach Austin appears
confident that his team is ready.

“We're talking to the kids about
heightening our awareness and es-
tablishing a high level of efficiency,”

see AUSTIN on page 12

Staples named women’s
basketball coach

BY RYAN MAYHUGH
Asst. Sports Editor

Colby has hired Beth Staples, a
1986 Colby graduate, as the interim
women’s basketball coach.

Staples will fillin for Carol Anne
Beach, thewomen’s basketballcoach
for the past three seasons, who left
Colby a few weeks ago to become
the women’s basketball coach at
Connecticut College.

Staples has been hired on an in-
terim basis, untila full search canbe
conducted.

“I fully intend to apply for the
position (of women’s basketball
coach) when the time comes,”
Staples told the Central Maine Morn-
ing Sentinel. .

“We'redelighted aboutthequal-

ity which Beth is bringing to the

school and are looking forward to

the year ahead,” said athletic dircc-
tor Dick Whitmore to the Sentinel.

Staples was the head basketball
coach for Searsport High for two
years, leading the team to a 35-5
record and a pair of appearances in
the semifinals of the Eastern Class C
tournament, according to the Senti-
nel.

Staples then moved on to Mt.
View High, where she guided the
struggling squad to a 4-14 record.

Staples said that shehad no prob-
lem trepidation about coaching in
college, according to the Sentinel.

“It scems like everything I've
done I enjoy and then move on to
something else,” Staples told the
Sentinel. “This seemed likea natural
progression.”(}




