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Fan Appreciation
To the Editor :

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the student body and all members of
the Colby community for their enthusiastic
support during this past season . Anyone who
has participated in athletics can appreciate
how importan t stron g fan backing is.

I hope we can count on your continue d
support as we strive to bring a Division II
crown home to Colby next season. Thanlcs
again .

Sincerely,

Micky Goulet
Varsit y Hockey Coach

"Glass Houses"

To the Editor:

For about three weeks now, I and other
members of {he Student Judiciary have
been exposed to sharp criticism as a result
of our latest decision . Not until I encoun-
tered the Mike Scott letter in the March.
16th issue of the ECHO entitled "Th e
Abuse of Power ," have I take n personal
offense to anything tha t was said . I wish
to make it clear at this point tha t I am
not representing the Judical Board or any
member of it but myself.

To suggest that the board was vindic-
tive in its decision is to suggest that I am
vindictive. To suggest that the board con-
tained an element of vengeance and bias
is to suggest tha t I am vengeful and biased.
I can only comprehend such accusa tions as
an act of tomfoolery , or the ramblin g of
an uninformed individual. Mr. Scott 's accu-
sations are categoricall y untrue.

However , Mr. Scott did brin g out one
point worthy of expounding upon , that
being the proce ss by which Stu-J members
are chosen. One possible and elementary
explanat ion why Stu-J is not an elective
position, may be because of the nature of
the job. Needless to say, Stu-J decisions
are not always popular . If social pressure
was allowed to come to bear upon the
implications of what their decision would
mean to them in terms of re-election. You
would not have a vote accordin g to con-
science, like we have now , but one accor-
ding to what is popular. 1 believe this to
be the reason why Stu-J is not an elective
position. Also, the interviewers of pers-
pective members of the Stu-J not only
consist of members of the present board

of Stu-J , but also of members of Stu-A;
they hold an equal vote in the selection
process. I believe the premis e was to re-
move that element of suicide in the Colby
political arena; as droll as that ar ena may
be. In closing, I would like to make a
reference to a saying which goes, "Those
that live in glass houses should not throw
stones. " Since one has just recently resigned
as a member and lieuten ant of the "House
of Ruins ," I would recommend that one
take the saying to heart. I would also rec-
ommend that one not make value judge-
ments on a situati on and circiimstances
one knows little to nothing about I

Steven M. Earle

Sullivan Scrutin y
To the Editor :

Who the hell is Leon Sullivan any-
way? The Sullivan Princi ples do not pro-
vide for black labor unions , majorit y rule ,
democracy or proportional equality (since
Blacks constitute more than 80% of the
population of South Africa , it is only deom
cratic and "American " that they make up
an equal amount of the work force). We
are sorry to say also that President Stri der
in his recent letter distorted a number of
points. We have yet to hear of any prom-
inent Black leaders in South Africa who
support the Sullivan Princi ples. On the con-
tr ary, Steven Biko, the leader of the Black
Consciousness Movement who was murdered
by the racist South African police, said
shortl y before his death that althou gh
total withdrawal of forei gn corporations
from South Africa will hurt the Black peo-
ple at first , in the long run it will aid the
cause of the majori ty. Also, the South
African Studen t 's Organization and the
Black People's Convent ion have solicited
forei gn divestiture and withdrawal. In ad-
dition, the implementation of the Sullivan
Princi ples is contradictor y to the South Af-
rican legal structure.

By the way, who monitors the implemen
tation of the Sullivan Princip les? Asking the
corporations to police themselves is like
asking Richard Nixon to prosecute Spiro
Agnew.

We, The Colby Divestiture Committee ,
call on the entire Colby Community to
rise up and support the drive for complete
divestiture , to discard the paternalism that
the school administrators have always
forced upon us, as demonstrated recentl y
by the failure of the LCA drive to help
two fraternity br others. It is time that the
students have a major say in the running of
the college.

Sincerely,

The Colby Divestiture Committee

Cigarette "Bute
To the Editor:

I would like to offer this communica-
tion for the scrutiny of the Senior Class
sent to me by Amy Schuetz:

"I am writing to you concerning the of
tetmath of the Senior/Faculty cocktail par-
ty you sponsored Friday afternoon. Aside
from the fact that you brought kegs for
refreshments after you were told not to,
the condition of the carpet on second floor
Roberts is horrible. The damage done by
the numerous cigarette burns is such that

the carpet will undoubtedl y  have to be re-
placed within a couple of years. Therefore

the senior class will have to be billed $110
for this irreparable damage.

"I am sending this bill to the Business
Office to subtract it f rom your account. If
you have any questions on this matter,
feel free to stop by  and talk to me or Pat
Chasse. "

Now don 't get me wrong. I know that
the senior class should be responsible for neg
ligent treatment of school property, how-
ever, I believe that the arbitrar y charge of
ten dollars for every cigarette burn is un-
realistic , excessive and overreactive.

Mike Faraca
President , Class 78

Forei gn students
A Lack Of Initiative ?

wim îm!

by Larry Branyart

I read last week's cornmentary, "Consider
the Foreign Students " with some surpr ise.

Mr. Omatseye of the International Rela-
tions Club and auth or of the article , must
envisage that forei gn students ought to
be lured to Colby by making it a semi- Para
disc.

I believe tha t some of what Mr. Omatseye
says is true , althoug h his propo sals are not
only ludicrous but are highly impracti cal.
I am myself a forei gn student. I know the

problems that exist , yet neverth eless I do
not feel that it is Colby 's responsibility to
act as a nurs emaid to students who are sup-
posedly old enough to look after them-
selves.

As a spokesman for his organ ization , I
think that Mr . Omatseye should have con-
sidered the manner in which people might
read his commentary . He complains that
students arriv e in Waterville having "little or
no idea what to expect or what they will
be facing. " I know of relatively , few people
who do know what to expect when they
first arrive at any institution. I particularl y
chose Colby because I wanted a challenge.
I came to Maine from England and knew
no one ; however , I found no problems
when it came to making fri ends or tryi ng
to get involved in campus life.

Insofar as Dean Seitzing er 's official no-
tice is concerned , I can see noth ing which
should cause Mr. Omatseye to cnticize it
as being written "without consideration
for the special proble ms of Colby 's foreign
stud ents. " Last semester Dean Seitzingcr
circulated a letter dated November 17 to
all foreign stude nts informing them well in
advance that they would be requ ired to
seek alternative accomodations for the Christ
mas and spring vacations.

The Rockland Rotary Club offered its
assistance in housinc foreign students over

Christmas , whilst these students not inter -
ested in this offer could have perhaps
sought temporary accomodation in one of
the off-campus students ' appartments. For
a small charge, I am sure that many of the
off-campus students would have been de-
lighted to lend a forei gn student their apart-

ment while they were at home. In the ab-
sence of any foreign student finding alterna
tive accomodat ion , Dean Seitzingcr did
instruct them to consult her for assistance.

I am well aware of the fact that many
foreign students are from "an entirel y dif-
ferent culture and back ground ," which of
course does; often create a prob lem of try -
ing to relax and feel at home in a friend 's
house.

A problem does exist in finding employ-
ment during summer vacations because of
immigration laws, but I believe that there
must be ways of obtaining temporary work
permits in these special cases.

I am sure that those people who read
Mr. Omatseye 's article realize that the pro-
posals he put forward are his own personal
suggestions , but nevertheless I wonder
wheth er or not he has consider ed the practi-
cality of his proposals. Should Colby have
special apartments set aside for foreign
students ' pers onal vacation use, or keep a
dormitor y fully maintained during vacati ons
for a handful of foreign students ? I thin k
not. Similarl y, can the college honestly be
expected to supply cars for foreign students
convenienc e? As for summer school pro -
grams , I was under the impression th at some
schools do offer them , and as such , inter-
ested students ought to consult the proper
auth orities.

I don 't wish to criticize Mr. Omatseye 's
attempts to improve the lot of Colby's
foreign studen ts, yet I do wish to point
out tha t studen ts of college age ought to
be able to use some initiative in looking
af ter themselves. .



Conf ucianism. Todrank , and the Environment

——mwmaMmN——

by Lee Feigon

In the interest of beginning a dialogue
that I hope other members of the faculty
will continue, I am using this column to
take issue with some of the implications of
Professor Todrank's article in the February
4 Rapprochement Column "Civilization
Versus Environment."

Professor Todrank's point of departure
in his article is the idea that modern civili-
zation and nature are in conflict with one
another. As he put it: "There is a kind of
trajectory in each (nature and civilization]
and that is what is frightening. Nature
will have the last word and from where I
stand, there is every reason to believe that
nature may be in the process of reaction.
Someone has said the 'Nature knows neither
rewards nor punishments; nature knows
only consequences'. With man's current
attitudes, the consequences very well seem
to be retaliation on nature's part."

But how can nature, of which man is
presumably a member, be on a different
"trajectory " from civilization? This can be
so only if we define nature's actions as
having a certain direction that man must
follow-and is not now so doing. Although
this beiief would be partly a matter of
faith , it is also a political and social judg-
ment and should be explained as such. Our
ideas of nature and of civilization are very
much related to our ideas of society. Nei-
ther nature nor civilization are value-free
terms.

Let me turn to the society I know best
by way of illustration. The Chinese prior
to the ending of the Confucian system in
1911 believed their civilization to be one
which was in accord with nature, which is
precisely what Prof. Todrank recommends
for the present society. But, for the Con-
fucian , nature and civlization were insepar-
able. While Prof. Todrank asserts that man
has been disruptive of nature ever since the
invention of fire, the Confucian would see
civilization as helping to preserve the essen-
tial harmony of nature.

This is not to suggest that we all become
the Confucian idea of nature to show that
our view of nature and of man 's relation
to it largely reflects our political and social
concerns. Confucian culture was the civi-
lization of a landlord gentry class which
had little if any productive role within its
society. The Confucians therefore attempted
to discourage any technological or economic
changes within the society that might threat-
en their own position in relation to the
peasantry, suggesting that such changes were
"unnatural." It was their own lifestyle
that they considered "natural. " Calling
this lifestyle "natural" implied that this was
the way the world had to be and therefore
justified the position of the Chinese elite.

But this "natural" world that looked ask
askance at technology and other of the
improvements of modem times that Prof.
Todrank also wishes to do without was
extremely artificial by our standards. The
wilds for the Confucian were exemplified
by his garden , which was to have an impor-
tant influence on British and European land
scaping- The Chinese garden was made to
look spontaneous. The Confucian gentle-
man wandered along twisted paths past

beautiful little, streams and over gende rol-
ling hills often topped with a beautiful
pagoda or pavilion. But the streams, dhe
hills, the pagodas were all man-made. Even
the exotic bushes and trees that one passed
on a stroll were more likely than not dug
up from other areas and carefully trans-
planted to suit the gentleman's pleasure
(the sexist references are used to depict a
sexist society).

The "natural" thing to do in such a set-
ting would be to meander along, quietly
scribbling poems that expressed one's sen-
timents and thoughts on the beauty of the
afternoon. Having been written, these poems
were often flung in abandon over one's shoul-
der as if the mere expression of sentiment
were enough to satisfy the creative uarges
of the author and there were no need to
preserve them for prosperity. But in fact
the servant boy, who faithfully followed
his master's stroll, would quickly scoop up
the pieces of paper and preserve them for
the master's anthology. Indeed, )or all the

But how can nature , of which man
is presumably a member , be on a
different "trajectory " fr om civili-
zation?

spontaneity of the sentiment, the poem it-
self was undoubedly written in a very
highly structured form that could be mas-
tered only after years of study. It was con
sidered "natural*' only because it was a
form that had been passed down for many
generations and studied so hard that it had
become internalized. Emperors carried
this to the extreme. Their spontaneous
poems, which poured out by the thousandsJ , . r

_ _ w — »  — J ».-.<- *...W—~M« .»..,

came from retinues of professional poem
writers who .strolled behind the emperor
dashing out thoughts for him.

But as artificial as this sounds to modern
ears,- it was not unnatural to the Confucian
whose own works were considered merely
a reaffirmation of a tradition to which all
contributed and in which ideas of imitation
and plagiarism were unknown. The Con-
fucian idea of nature seems strange to mod-
em Western ears because we now define
our society differently today than did the
Reverend Thomas Malthus or some.of the
early writers on environment, such as George
Perkins Marsh, to whom Prof. Todrank re-
fers. Since Malthus' time, the human pop-
ulation has grown far larger than Malthus
could ever have dreamed in his wildest
imagination and yet by and large we have
succeeded in feeding this new population be
cause of advances in agriculture and tech-
nology. The only imaginable energy re-
sources that we had a century ago would
have long ago been used up if man had not
discovered how to utilize oil and gas and
develop other new sources of energy. This
does not mean that continued unchecked
population growth and energy consumption
is desirable, but it does mean that it .is not
necessary to chuck our society into the
hands of the "sensitive few" whom Prof.
Todrank feels are the only ones aware of
the environmental problems confronting
us just because we fear these problems.

What kind of an approach we should
take should be a choice that we all have to

decide, and it is far too important to he
left to the "sensitive few" who might pre-
clude our options as the Confucians pre-
cluded technical change and developirient
in their own society in order to preserve
their own prerogatives. Certainly it is more
than just the "sensitive few" who are aware
of the environmental problems confronting
our society today. In fact , contrary to what
Professor Todrank asserts, environmentalism
has today become a fad. And as with most
fads, it is quite easy for those people who
are willing to claim that they are one of
the "sensitive few" who understand the

"problem to take advantage of people's fears
and mislead them. We have already seen
who has benefited from the warnings of the
"sensitive few" in the case of oil shortages.

Discussions about the decrease in the
quality of life would seem to be equally
suspicious. Everyone is entitled to his or her
own view of which particular age or era
might have been the most interesting or ex-
citing time to live. But Professor Todrank
goes further than just asserting that life in
the past was better than life in the present.
Rather, he seems to advocate a Social-Dar-
winist weeding out of the unfit in our popu
lation who are able to survive in today's
world only because of the relative comfort
of modern civilization. "While the quantity
of the population ," he suggests, "is clearly
increasing, the quality of the population
seems to be decreasing." Moreover, he con-
tinues: "Fitness to survive depends upon
the ability to adapt to the environment
without multi-faceted artificial technologi-
cal supports. Comhine the idea of an 'in-
alienable right to life' with modern medical
technology and the problem of quality de-
cline may also become exponential." This
idea is not only "emotionladen ," as Profes-
sor Todrank admits, but it is also ethically
dubious. Moreover, there is no economic or
biological evidence for it. If anything, the
population has become more fit as it has
become larger rather than the reverse-at
least if one looks at such things as intellec-
tual productivity, athletic records, and birth
and death rates. Technological support for
life does not logically lead to decreased hu-
man fitness.

. .  .a lifestyle which by Pro fessor
Todran k's defini tion would be one
most in touch with "nature " is not
necessaril y the most joyful or pro-
ductive one.

Furthermore, a lifestyle which by Pro-
fessor Todrank's definition would be one
most in touch with "nature" is not neces-
sarily the most joyful or productive one.
There are many sources of energy in the
world other than oil, ranging from rubber
bands to nuclear reactors. Similarl y, only
roughly 3% of the earth 's surface is pres*
critly farmed and most of that quite inef-
ficiently by the most advanced standards
yet discovered. In India-Pakistan, for in- >
stance, which potentially is one of the most
fertile agricultu ral areas in the world, if the
increase in agricultural yields that occurred
luring the Inte 1960's "had been continued
for a century, the world would have been
lestroyed because its entire surface would
»ave been covered by rice to a depth of
Jiree feet." Clearly the problem is not one

of returning to an older, simpler, lifestyle but
of developing new ones. Just as India has
recendy again become self-sufficient in agri-
culture, so may other nations, if their lives
are not screwed up by politicians speaking
for the "sensitive few."

One off the things that history teaches us
is the danger of ideologies that speak about
the heed for elite controls while at the same
time talking about the necessity of return-
ing to a simpler kind of life. These kinds of
ideas are all too apt to be used by propagan-
dists and other jpeople whose intentions are,
precisely the opposite of what Professor
Todrank has in mind. Harrington Moore has
used the word "catonism to describe ideol-
ogies that are antirationalist, antiurban, anti-
jmaterialist, and. . .that exclude any con-
ception of progress." This is what he says
about them:

Probably it is a good working rule to^be
suspicions about political and intellectual
leaders -who talk mainly about moral vir- '
tues; many po or devils are, liable to be bad-
ly hurt. It is not quite correct to assert that
the morality lacks content; Catonism seeks
a specific kind of regenera tion, though it is
easier to specify what Catonism is against
than iohat it is f or. An aura of moral ear- .
nestness suffuses Catonist arguments. This
morality is not instrumental ; that is, polic -
ies are not advocated in order to make hu-
manity/ happier (happiness and p rogress are
contenicuousf a dismissed as decadent bour-
geois illusions) and certainly not in order
to make peop le richer. They are important
because they are supposed to contribute to
a -way of lif e that has somehow Pro ved its
validity in the pa st. That Catonist views of
the past are romantic distortions .goes with-
out saying.

One of the things that history teaches
us is the dan ger of ideologies that
speak about the need for elite controls
while at the same time talkin g about
the necessity of returnin g to a simpler
kind of life.

Indeed, Moore goes further than that and
suggests that these philosophies often "jus-
tify a repressive social order that buttresses
the position of those in power."

This is precisely why I fear the conse-
quences of his "sensitive few" more than .
the ecological dangers these "sensitive few"
would presumably correct if they would
not in fact merely make things worse. More-
over, I do not feel that these problems',can
be solved by marching backwards. Both
Professor Todrank and I apparently like the
idea of burning wood rather than oil. But
whereas he burns his ia a fireplace in his
study, 1 burn mine in a brand, new wood
std\e that needs only be stoked every six
to eight hours and is far more efficient than
an open fireplace. I see this as a sign of pro-
gress,-not of simplicity. Moreover, 1 see the
ability to design features like this as a sign
of man's b asic talents, while Professor Tod-
rank sees it as a hostile act that is sending
smoke up in the air to annoy the raccoon
in the tree opposite his study. He sees the
racoon far more "equipped for winter sur-
vival" than he is, and I see it the other way
around.

Tlie Confucians, too, I might add in clos-
ing, despised technology and progress and
desired a harmony with nature. Yet <while
Confucian civilization had much about it
thnt was quite glorious, it also helped ra-
tionalize a political and social system that
to modern eyes was extremely authoritarian
and oppressive. Moreover, what they created
w$ a strictly ordered^world in which na-
ture never left their estates or the windows
of their studies.


