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enables a government to function on a basic level because the institutions are receiving
the input needed to produce the output demanded by the members. As support for the
political community grows, members are increasingly willing to act within the framework
of the system. Easton seems to disregard the possibility that a political community can
develop incrementally over time as long as the regime is adequately processing the
demand inputs. Given that the European sense of political community did, in fact,
gradually coalesce after the introduction of the regime, the experience of the EU
contradicts this portion of Easton’s analysis. The Eastonian framework might be
amended to reflect the possibi[ity- that support for the political community can grow over
time even if it does not exist when a system of government is created, as long as the

demands placed on the regime are being met.

The post-World War II trend of creating intemational governing bodies (the
United Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, etc.) increases the possibility that
nations may join together for their mutual tnterest under a confederal government. This
thesis has explored the institutional features necessary for a confederacy to succeed in
achieving the objectives for which it was founded. The lessons are universal in
application, including the notion that there must be support for the regime at the outset of
the confederacy. Furthermore, without the proper institutional characteristics a
confederacy becomes a meaningless political system, unable to wield influence over the
member states. In the fut;Jrc, leaders should look to the institutional failures of the

[
Articles of Confederation and the successes of the European Union as they begin the
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