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GROWTH AND CHANGE, 1920-1959

NOT LONG AFTER Charles Lindbergh completed his solo flight across the

Atlantic Ocean, the Waterville Municipal Airport was established. Two years

later, on August 9, 1933, Amelia Earhart flew into the airport to deliver one of

two planes that would begin serving the city on the new Boston Maine Airways

line.  The trip was her first visit to Maine, and Earhart said of the city, “Your

scenery and your people are all so wonderful that I’ll never forget them and will

always hope that I can return to your dear old state.”107

As the city had grown, so had Colby University, although the institution

changed its name to the more modest Colby College in 1899. In the meantime,

the city’s industrial growth had boxed Colby in, with the Iron Works and Maine

Central Railroad’s shops on one end, businesses filling the other, and the

Kennebec River and

railroad tracks

confining each side.

The college had

nowhere to expand,

and in 1929 the

trustees decided to

move away

completely from the

current site. Most of

the potential relocation sites were in Waterville, but one offer was made for a site

in Augusta, leading to a small panic among the city leaders. The mayor at the

time, F. Harold Dubord, who happened to be the city’s first Franco-American to

Memorial Hall and other old Colby buildings remaining in 1960
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serve that office, championed a fundraising effort to keep the college in its home

city. The effort was successful, and to calm everyone’s nerves the day after the

college trustees voted, on November 22, 1930, the Sentinel ran a large headline:

“Colby Remains in Waterville.”108 Eventually, Mayflower Hill was selected as the

future location of the college, and by 1952 the entire campus had moved to the

new site.109

Despite Waterville’s clear status as an industrial center, it took some time

for labor movements to take hold in the city. The diversified industry prevented

any single interest from developing widespread support. The first real strike

didn’t occur until the summer of 1922, when about 490 Maine Central Railroad

workers joined in a national railroad strike lasting roughly three months.110

Textile strikes also had some effect on the city, causing the Wyandotte Company

to close temporarily, but the Lockwood mill had no unions and remained open.

In 1934, a national textile strike led to violence in many New England

communities, and Waterville experienced what the Sentinel described as the

“worst riot ever staged in this usually quiet Kennebec Valley city.” All the

employees of the Wyandotte mill had gone on strike, but only about a sixth of

the Lockwood workers had joined the cause. George Jabar, the head of the Maine

Textile Council, led picketing at the Lockwood plant. The picketing turned into a

mob scene, with some participants chasing out of the mill the employees who

had stayed at work. Some stones were thrown, and eventually the National

Guard was dispatched and the crowd had to be dispersed with tear gas.111

Meanwhile the nation was in the midst of the Great Depression, and many

striking workers survived and fed their families only thanks to federal relief

grants.112 By and large Waterville fared better than many similar cities during the


