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who experienced the problems of raising a family, the anger

of being identified by their sex and not their natures and

the tension of wanting to be active in the movement, but having
so many "unrecognized" responsibilities in the bhome. This
limited male vision is particularly evident in several of these
works of fiction. Conroy and Gold, specifically, had great
esteem for their mothers but were not able to see that their
mothers were selfless work horses who were, in truth, slaves

to the existing economic and social structures,

All of the novelists in this essay create powerful images
of the working-class experience in early twentieth-century
America. They provide moving and distinctive portraits of
Americans, men and women who are often ignored orxr ommitted
from mainstream American literature. Most of them, too, advocate
a revolutionary change to the existing structure, a structure
that exploits and dehumanizes "the masses." In almost every
case, the change that is emphasized and supported is Marxism.

Even though these artistic expressions chiefly advocate such

a change, they should not be pushed aside and labelled as "propaganda.
They are indeed artistic representations of a new vision;

they were the beginnings of a néw tradition. Although the

female writers are typically more radical, because of their

sex, than the male writers, they all still reveal pictures

and impressions of the profound injustices that exist in our
society--primarily the viqtimization and dehumanization of

people because of their class and their sex. All of these

novels should be considered an intricate part of the American
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