
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREFACE .. 0lil	 v.. • .. • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • .. .. .. .. • .. • • • • • .. • • • • .. • • • •
 

Chapter 
I. INTRODUCTION. • • • • . • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • . . • • • • . • . • 1
 

II. MYTH, CREATION, AND FALL: IN AND OUT OF 

WE GARDEN".................. . . . . . .. .. ... . . . .. .. . .. .. .. 14
 

III. TRACES OF A MATRILINEAL SySTEM •••..•••...•. 57
 
IV. WOMEN IN THE LAW CODES: A SyNTHESIS ••••••• 73
 

V. THE SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN: MARRIAGE •••••• 85
 

VI. ..;'HE SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN: MOTHERHOOD.. • • 102
 

VII. THE SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN: FREEDOM....... 113
 

VIII.	 THE RELIGIOUS STATUS OF WOMEN: MEMBERS,
 

PARTICIPANTS, OFFICIALS ••••••.•••••.••••••• 120
 

CONCLUSION a , " It • a • • • • • .. • • • • • • .. • • • .. .. .. .. 135
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. • • • • . • . • • • • • • . • . • • . • • • . . • • • • • • . . • • • • • . 143
 

iv 









21 

Creation myths represent unconscious and preconscious 
processes which describe not the origin of our cosmos, 18 
but the origin of man's conscious awareness of the world. 

We cannot speak about any kind of reality except in 
its form as a content of our consciousness. The only re­
ality we can talk about is the reality of which we are 
aware .19 

Ms. Yon Franz clearly states that we can talk know­

ledgeably only about the image of reality in our own field 

of consciousness; if others argue different views we cannot 

argue that they are incorrect. The opposing view does not 

fit our current temporal dispositioni We must seek to under­

stand each myth in its own context; it is only then that we 

may know the "truth" of the myth. 
�~ 

Long tends to agree with Ms. Yon Franz; he feels that 

mythical thinking is not concerned primarily wi �t�h�~�'�_�l�o�g�i�c�, but 

in the same instance it is neither illogical or prelogical. 

Mythical thought, for Long, is that which represents man's 

ini tial con:frontation with the power in life:L '_ ,.We must strive 

to understand myth in this context. Myths do not attempt to 

work out a rational explanation of deity. 

In myth expression is being given to man's reaction to 
life as a source of power and being. The myth deals with 
handling the 'Something Other' and points to the definite 
manner in which the world is available for man. The word 
and content of myth are revelations of power. 20 

l8Yon Franz, Creation Myths, p. 8. 

19Yon Franz, Creation Myths, p. 10, 

20Long, Alpha, pp. 12-1J, 
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The myth is a symbolic ordering which makes clear how 

the world is present for man. Pettazzoni is clear in his in­

tent when he writes that: 

The myth is true and cannot but be true because it is 
the charter of the tribe's life, the foundation of a world 
which cannot continue without that myth. On the other hand, 
the myth cannot continue without this world, of which it 
forms an organic part, as the explanation of its beginnings, 
as its original raison d/etre, its prologue in heaven. 21 

Levi-Strauss takes us to an even deeper understanding 

of the complexity of myth. For him myth is not only truth 

but it is a logical truth--comparable to the scientific truths 

of today. L~vi-Strauss writes that, "The kind of logic which 

is used by mythical thought is as rigorous as that of modern 

science, ~d the-difference lies not in the qUality of the 

intellectual process, but in the nature of the things to which 

it is applied.~~22 He uses two axes to illustrate his point; 

one is made of steel, the other of stone. Both may be equally 

well constructed but the steel differs from the stone. 

Long clarifies this theory when he argues that re­

ligiolls experience and mythic apprehension represent an ex­

istential mode of grasping the world. In the myth, the world 

is understood as it exists in a particular manner for mankind. 

This type of apprehension reflects mankind's qualifications 

and apprehensions of the world. The historical conditions 

provide the means through which the religious sentiment, that 

21 Jan deVries. The StUdy of Religion (New York: 
Harcourt, Brace, and World; 1967): 213. 

22Sebeok, Myth: A Symposium, p. 106. 


