TABLE OF CONTENTS

PREFACE: . sovven o womie e e e sena e o m e T cas v
Chapter
I. INTRODUCTION: . sevnsannesen PP S S 1
II. MYTH, CREATION, AND FALL: IN AND OUT OF
THE GARDEN.:sos 6o e sesa e i T 14
III. TRACES OF A MATRILINEAL SYSTEM..... PR 57
IV. WOMEN IN THE LAW CODES: A SYNTHESIS....... 73
V. THE SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN: MARRIAGE...... 85
VI. _JTHE SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN: MOTHERHOOD.... 102
VII. THE SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN: FREEDOM....... 113
VIII. THE RELIGIOUS STATUS OF WOMEN: MEMBERS,
PARTICIPANTS, OFFICIALS ... coeevnsancnenas A 120
CONCLUSTON . & o« x momie s » acm s » s o 6 B N SN SRR DL e 135
BIBLIOGRAPHY ... c.vuu O B L 143

iv















22

The myth is a symbolic ordering which makes clear how
the world is present for man. Pettazzonl is clear in his in-
tent when he writes that:

The myth is true and cannot but be true because it is
the charter of the tribe's life, the foundation of a world
which cannot continue without that myth. On the other hand,
the myth cannot continue without this world, of which it
forms an organic part, as the explanation of its beginnings,
as its original raison d/8tre, its prologue in heaven.

Lévi-Strauss takes us to an even deeper understanding
of the complexity of myth. For him myth is not only truth
but it is a logical truth--comparable to the scientifiec truths
of today. L8vi-Strauss writes that, ”The kind of logic which
is used by mythical thought is as rigorous as that of modern
science, ¥Hnd the~-difference lies not in the. quality of the
intellectual process, but in the nature of the things to which
it is allapl'leci.“522 He uses two axes to illustrate his point;
one is made of steel, the other of stone. Both may be equally
well constructed but the steel differs from the stone.

Long clarifies this theory when he argues that re-
ligious experience and mythic apprehension represent an ex-
istential mode of grasping the world. In the myth, the world
is understood as it exists in a particular manner for mankind.

This type of apprehension reflects mankind's qualifications

and apprehensions of the world. The historical conditions

provide the means through which the religious sentiment, that

21Jan deVries, The Study of Religion (New York:
Harcourt, Brace, and World; 1967): 213,
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Sebeok, Myth: A Symposium, p. 106.




