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• 
., UN& fED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 

Report of: Office, SAN FRANCISCO 
Date: May 26, 1959 

FilcNumber: Bureau (140-20103)i San Francisco (140-3192) 

Title: BERNARD HARDEN PORTER 
Department of the Navy 

Charadcr: SECURITY OF GOVERNUENT El\1PLOYEES 

Synoptls: 

California Committee on Un-American Activities reported one 
BEffi~ARD PORTER to be contacted by FAECT. Confidential Informants 
!':~.:-:-::!.:!. :!.:::- ~~2. ~l:. l'' .u h'(:T .::< ('. i:i v ·i t i e s do not ~noH Appl i c :::...'1 t. P~rson 

p.I·t:v.i.uu6:i..:y· ~!J.t~i"'·v·1..::-.::::! !;;,r ~~~ ~·:~o ~-=s~!':!.t"'.:-0. ~-:!:'1:!:'11 i r.Rnt ~s homo­
sexual denied making such statement. Interviei'l' with 

~- set forth, as is information 
concerning this person's association with Un-American e;roups. 

- RUC -

This report does not represent the results of a 
full field investigation .:.nl should not be construed as such 
in connection 1'1'1th Executt.ve Order 10450. 

' . 

• 

Tlt/s Joc11mtnf contafns ntlff,u rHomm"nJallons nor conclusions of uny lcinJ. It is the praptuly of tfe Fill, oncl Is o loon to your ag~ncy1 
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II anJ/or Its contents ar11 1101 Ia b" clistrilwt~cl ouh i<;«- your as-c"cy. 16_ 7 •~ ~ ~ . 1 .,. 0 "· 
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SF 140-3192 .. 
t. 

-· .. --·- - ·- BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 
.>-..-r ,. 

· --- --- :-: This case was referred to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation by the Civil Service Commission in view of infor­
mation 3Ct f~rth in the Sixth Rc::port of the Senate Fact-Finding 
Conunittee on Un-American Activities, California Legislature, 
1951, wherein, on pages 228 and 229, it is set forth that on · 
July 13, 1943, an Executive Board meeting of Chapter 25 of the 
Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemi.s_t~, and Technicians 

- (FAECT) was held in the home of one At this 
meeting a discussion was held concerning important contacts to 
be made among scientific personnel who were engaged in atomic 

. __ __ research and other critical vrork. Among those persons listed 
- to be contacted was one BERNARD PORTER, not . further identified. 

- ' 
Concerning the FAECT, on page 198 of this same Sixth 

Report published by the California St~te Legislature, in part 
it is set forth that, "The FAECT originated in the Lenin School 
of Espion~;e .::: :.:::~::8~; &:>d ccu-.pr:!.3ed a great r,i.ai1Y highly trajned 
scientists whn WP.T>P .::ll !':n mPrrh"'!'S: of th.'= CC'!!'_':!'-'-!:.::!.~t: ?:::.rt:,• .... 
It was established beyond the sligh~st doubt that it was 
communist dominated from top to bottom and that it was primarily 
interested in infiltrating and organizing the personnel in the 
Radiation Laboratory at the University of California in Berkeley, 
where vi tal atomic research was carried on. '.' -· 

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to ~~cutive Order 
10450. 

• 
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 

On May 25, 1959, the records of the Uni V '- rsi ty of 
California, Berkeley, Califcrnia, were reviewed and reflected that 
the Applicant was employed by the University as a physicist from 
May 5, 1943 to July 9, 1944, and acairi from October 3, 1944 to 
August 21, 1945, as a Junior Resear ch· En~inee r f or the Inst i t ut 
o f E.'1c; ine erir:z; .:le sc~r ch ) Uni ·; ..::rsi ty of Cal ifornia. 

On 1·1ay 25, 1959, Sa..."'1 Francisco who will not appear 
before a Security Hearing Board and who wou ld no t g ive a sis ned 
statement, advi~ed that had been acquainted with most of the 
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members of the FAECT who had been actlve in the University of 
California Radiation Laboratory during World War II, including 
both Communist Party and non-Com."lltmist Party members affiliated 
with this organization. SF said that could not associate 
the Applicant as ever being a member of the FAECT or ever being 
affiliated \·lith this organization in any Ii1anner v-1ha tsoever. 

. . . .. .. 
On May 26, 1959, San Francisco . who is unavailable 

for testimony and who . would not give a signed statement, advised . w 
SF could not recall the Applicant and could not connect his 
name in any manner whatsoever with this organiza tiC'.~. 

On May 25, 1959, San Francisco who is unavailable 
for testimony and who would not give a signed statement, advised 
the Applicant was unknown to SF 

-- - --. 
------------On May 25, 1959, San Francisco 

\ -

advi sed hi s files r eflect that in the Oc tobe r 8 , 1943 issue of 
the noH defunct "Marin Journal, 11 a newsp2per fcr:-:1e !" l y ~'-lblished 
in l·i.::r 1.n Ccun t y, California, there is con -... a ined a pol t tical 
adver _·i .·. ement in which one "BERN PORTER, Sausali tc : " Hho wa s 
not f·! ~t~e r identified , but who was lis ted as on e ~ f the Ma rin 
(;cf.1.I:1i t t.~e of 100 for _ . ~ in "· campC1ign for State 
Scnat0~ on the Independent Progressive Party t icke t. 

.· ~ ..... . 

Rc ~n tivc to the Independent Probr c:.>3 1ve Fu.rty, the \ 
j cht~ : f\epor:.. on Un-A.":1cric""" Act-ivitic"' 1 ......... "' ..., _n t h e SL<1te of C.1 llforni.:..J. , 
Dr t:1 c :,·c~r 1955, U3 publi=:.l1cd l.Jy tho C~l1fcrn1 a Lc:.:,;J n latl~ :·o } on 
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140-3192 • SF • • . .,. • . . .. • . ' . " 

pase 46, in part 8t,"lte:::, "'Ihc Independ-ent Proc res::;ive Party in 
California Has quicl-:ly · captu:-cd by the Corrrrnuni sts, and by the 
time the l·iallace for President c21:1paicn had m·r...1!B into hir::r-1-) 

.. .. 

.... .. .-

cear ; : 2.~ b(; in.:-: O,:J C::::-' 2 ': :::d loc:-: :J toe.:: 2..i.~d b;:J..r':-'21 lJy t~1 -~ Co::--:.:::.:.mi s t 
Party of C:J.llfornia. ·Time nfter t~e t he cc::r.:Yll ttee in qt:.estioning. 
witnes~cs throughout the State discovered that the leaders of 
the Con:rJ.nis t Parties in various loculi ties Nere identical Hi th 
the leaders of the Independent Pro6res::live Party i n the s~~ 
area. It is trueJ of ccu.rse, that in the Independent ProE,ressive 
Party there \'lere many sincere liberals llho, because of · 
dis"'~ti " ~"ct~ en ... 1 r '1 t ~-., ,.,. f-·.•o Ir""jor po 1 ~ .... ~ C " l 0 ""' '-·" ,... .. .. .., ..... ~ ons • I.:) c.. ~J. :...._ ..._ · .~o. · ~ ..... ~ I. """""" v~v :...:..J.. """---L v.L .;.....~. .... ~'-4-4-.:...t.A.ll.., J. 

register·ed as Independent Prot.;ressives and continu.ed their 
affiliation until the true control of the I. P. P. became obviou3." 
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The report of orior· investigation in the San Francisco 
area dated August 5, 195~, as cond~cted by the ' Civil Service 
Conunission on pages 2 and 3 contains an 1ntervie~'l with a 

on_e ... 

On May 25J 1959J ,. 

~ •• <o, -- ---

said recalled - the Applicant and his wife as 
in the said 

would net recof.1.m.end the Applicant for· -employment ~ th the federal 
goverrunent and that· would not "hire him for dog catcher." 
When as!(ed to be specific, said "I -just didn 1 t like his loovs, 11 

said ~~t!: t::~ A~~l.i.(;ant and his wife worked ~nn w~?r-:.> ~~:: 
~:-~~:.d t:1.:: ~oo much during the day and that the Applicant 
was. supposedly a poet, "but he didn 1 t wear a beti:-~ o:i:" sandles :: 
end th'c:rt::fore, questionPn w~-:.>1:!:~:::- ~;:: ;;o..:; a. J:JOe"G.. \_ 
:L-ot;ma..L·i-:.eu -r;na i. . _ 

_,_ 
~··? . · ~ .. _·.:. . 

--· . -~- : ~~.jf 
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. - , . J ____ _ 
1 . -. - : -:: .- - - - - : -· ·- - ~- .. -- ~ --~..!:. "': __._.~·---~-· . -- t' 

- - ~ --'. - - -~-.r- ·- • . •· II . ~ . 

--~-~- ··----· con'7lented __ 'Has 'unaware of any information ' 
reflecting unfavorably upon his loyalty or his n!oral conduct. 
· said · had no 1nfor:7i.J.tion ·as to his havihg asso,·iated 1·1ith 

male persons who >·iGre effer.11na te and had never referred to 
him as a homosexual. Re;;a::.·ding havins ·previous ly referred 
to the A~)pJ.ic ar.t Cl.::. a :-: .... ~:--:o~·-<:; ; :-...:. ::. 1 - :p~lu. ;.cally replied, "it's 
a lie. 11 

•• ·' .. ; . 
< ' 

" ~ . ~ -... 
D'ctr .:.:: v ,:k .:. 1•"- c: ._'' l e'd · :made continual reference to 

o~m hcri t <tc.·e r.::--: c: ~ ~::-t l.: C· ~ .a .r1d · 1·cJ:lerred to "the 
fcrci c;n...: r:::; '' v-.-ho populate the neighborhood and the fact that 
these "foreigners" arc · t he C 2L ::; ~ o f so r.1 en crJ.::•e and delinquency 
in ti1is city. made contir,·,:al reference to the Applicant 
and his Hife as b0ing ''forcic:ncr:::;." 
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In concludinr; the intervie'.'l, comrnented that 11 it 
seems to me you can find better people than me to talk to 11 

regarding the Appllcant. ~ 

' AT SAUSALITO, CALIFORNIA 

In its report of prior investigation at Sausalito, 
California, dated August 5, 1958, on pages 12 and 13, the Civil 
service Cow.1ission sets forth the results of interviews with 

on r.1ay 25, 1959, 
Sausalito, and 

• 

·City of 
Jity of 

Sausalito, advised that they recall the Applicant. 
_ recalled that in about 1949 the Applic~~~ 

operated the Seagul St;_;_dio located at appro"ximately 559 
Bride::eHa'T. tho. t th1.s s t~.;.dio di::mlavsd art o:.d. ar-. tiq;;.c; ob.i cc ts, 
"'"",4 f=}-..,t-- ~,., 'h-i"" ,,.,...,,.,1 t-v "'<::! l"'ln.:>~::d-~'t"' l"'lf' t:h~ c:. c:.t:11r'l~,; . t-.hP --·- -·--- - ... - ---- --.c-----v -- -r------ -- ·--- - "'·, 
App~ . icar.t associated Hi th the 11 artist group 11 and 11 Bohemian group 11 

in Sausalito. They further believed that these groups of persons 
included indi vidt:.2.l s Hil.o '<~ere either co:r..,':luni s t or cor:-..munis t 
sympathizers and, therefore, it \'las their opinion that the 
Applicant would have been influenced in some way by the thin.lciag 
and actions of the persons with whom he associated. 

could not spec if:,ce.lly nc:.r:-~e 
any of the indi victuals tvhc~ they believed to be conununist or 
c ')nununis t s;y1npa thizers ano they could not furni 2h Cl..c'lY spec ifi. c 
info rna t. ion ·.-:nich ;-;auld irdi ca te -chat the App l icant had actually 
been influenced throush the association with members of the 
afo r ementioned group. # • 

.. 
" ... :-. ~ ~_ : .. .... ., ~ .... ~ .. · '~ c:- -i ,. . .. · .. , - 1 ~= ~--...~ .... -·3 ~--.-.. _. : - · : :., _ . .. .' ____,_ .. : -..)~ -...!.. ~ CJ pL:.l iCil u. ..... . ~ 

a por tion of the old Yacht Club located at 558 Bridr;eway which 
cotld h:; t urner1. C' ' ! ':: r t " "': '-' : - --: ~ ' ·: 
- ''- _, ~ :: - ~ --~~__,:._ ~- ~- ..-. ..1.. u ,.J...., u .lt..:..L_;:• l ' e CU..L..!.L'C"CiOn t!la~ this WaS 

lo~ation in W1e city which could be used as a cultural center 
for the artist colony in s~usalito . 
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SF 140-3192 • •• 
advised that to their 

recollection the Gi ty of .sausalito too:< no positive action on 
the recomz:1enda tion of the Applicu.n t. 

· on ·r'Iay 25, 1959,, 
advised that· · 

/ , 
, ; 

' Sausalito, California, 

\'lhich was next door to the Seagul Studio. advised that. 
recalled the name of the Applicant, but could fu.rn i~h no 
information concerning the activities of the Applicant. 

--
sa:usali to' 

advised on May 25, 1959, that is currently the 
··- Sausalito. 

advised that- is- vreil acquainted with the Applican ~, bu t sta~ed 
that has no information concerning the Applic ant havin6 
formerly resided at 415 Litho. -

described t}'_e 
studio as a place 1·rhere objects of art and antiques 1·1ere 
exhibited for purposes of display and sale. stated further 
that the Applicant in the operation of the Sea~ul Studio operated 
this as a cultural center. stated t h a t th2 pur~ os e a~ 
visitin[; t::e studio i'las to hear lectures) ·.-Ihlch 2.n c ~u c.e d l~ c ':u ::o ·.:s 
by priests concerning Catholicism 1 and lectures o~c films by 
representatives of Europ.Jan, Canadian, and South American 
Governmen t s. stat0d that at the ·conclus j_ on o1 t he lect:Jres 
and showinG of the films the individuals present were pernitted 
to ask que s tions conc-=rning the things which the~ - had heard a nC:. 
seen. • 

stat ;::- 2. t:12. ~ h J.d ~1 0 :i !!f::':- ~ .:.. ·.:_~ c :: :l c~ - -

any communist or comrnunist front group activity or. the part of 
.the Applj_ cant and s t a ted th ?. t · oeJ':lt? 'J"'r:l +:: r '= ['_: , -., l ~ n ~=--~ '- _:; ··:;-:; 

c..n hc•:1L0 t ~r.:. ~ ";/i ~ .. : :.:. l ...: .J c j·..:. ·.·:::u cv~..L .J. - ~ ..., :. ·u.J fv~...-c;. . 

..._ .. ' 
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MISCELLANEOUS .. 

Other Confidential Infor:r.cr. t._, :1 2:;i:!.i a r ""'ith sone phases 
of Communist ?o.r'Cy and Un-A.'ile ric an act iv i ties in the S2.11 F!'ar.cis c'J 
Bay area ad·.,rised the Applicar; t v1as t:~ :lC~i.:). to 'Chern and they had no 
i,formation concerning him. • 
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