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' . - UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

° c ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy to:
Report of: T ' Offices SAN FRANCISCO

Date:  May 26, 1959 _
Fite Number: Bureau (140-20103); San Francisco (140-3192)

Tile: BERNARD HARDEN PORTER
Department of tne Navy

Character:  SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Synopsis:
California Committee on Un-American Activities reported one
BERNARD PORTER to be contacted by FAECT. Confidentlal Informants
fomilior wirth BARCT seitivities do notv <xnow Applicant. Perseon
plrevivusiy invervicwed by CSC whe describhed Annlidicant as nomo-
sexual denled meking such statement. Interview with

il set forth, as 1s information

concerning this person's association with Un-Amerlcan groups.
- RUC - |
This report does not represent the results of a

full field investigation :nl should not be construed as such
in connection with Executive Order 10450,

This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions of any kind, It is the praperty of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency,

It and/or its contents are not to be distributed outsice your agency. 1674825 1
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-.=--_ BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION

~—— "%  mnis case was referred to the Federal Bureau of

Investigation by the Civil Service Commilission in view of infor-
maticn set forth in the Sixth Report of the Senate Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-American Activitiles, California Legislature,

" 1951, wherein, on pages 228 and 229, it is set forth that on-

July 13, 1943, an Executive Board meeting of Chapter 25 of the
Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and Technlclans

"(FAECT) was held in the home of one At this

meeting a discussion was held concerning lmportant contacts to
be made among scilentific personnel who were engaged 1in atomic

.research and other critical work. Among those persons listed

to be contacted was one BERNARD PORTER, not. further identified.

Concerning the FAECT, on page 198 of this same Sixth
Report published by the California State Legislature, in part
it is set forth that, '"The FAECT originated in the Lenin School
of Espiconcge in Hcsccu and ccmprised a greatv many nighlv trained
scientists who were alsn memhara Af tha Commandict ogn+"....
It was established beyond the slighlest doubt that it was
communist dominated from top to bottom and that it was primarily
interested in infiltrating and organizing the personnel in the
Radiation Laboratory at the University of California in Berkeley,
where vital atomic research was carried on. -

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Sxz2cutive Order
10450. _ - : .
’ * - L

4 ; RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

On May 25, 1959, the records of the Univiersity of
California, Berkeley, California, were reviewed and reflected that
the Applicant was employed by the University as a physicist from
May 5, 1943 to July 9, 1944, and again from October 3, 1944 to
August 21, l9ﬂ5, as a Junlor Research  Engineer for the Institute

ST oA~

Gi :'”_.¢'oj._nCR,L U .L\.‘..nJe.-\.‘.'l, \,;,.-'\,...u_s.u.y U.L bd.l.h.;\.)x.xlla.

On May 25, 1953, San Francisco  who will not appear
before a Security Hearing Board and who would not give a signed
statement, advised that ( had been acquainted with most of the
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members of the FAECT who had been active in the University of
California Radlation Laboratory during World War II, including
both Communist Party and non-Communist Party members affiliated
with this organization. SF said that - could not associate
the Applicant as ever being a member of the FAECT or ever being
affiliated with this organization in any manner whatsoever.

-

On May 26, 1959, San Francisco . who 1s unavailable
_ for testimony and who.would not give a signed statement, advised
' ' ‘ Sk
SF could not recall the Applicant and could not connect his
name 1n any manner whatsoever with thils organization.

On May 25, 1959, San'Francisco who 1s unavailable
for testimony and who would not gilve a signed statement, advised
the Applicant was unknown to SF

~———""""""on May 25, 1959, San Francisco

]

advised his flles reflect that 1n the QOctober 8, 1948 issue of
the now derfunct "Marin Journal," a newspapver fcrmerly published
in Marin County, Californla, there is conialned a political
adver .l.ement in which one "BERN PORTER, Sausalite," who was
not forther identified, but who was listed as one 2f the Marin
Cormitiee of 100 ror .o+ins campaglegn for State

Senater on the Independent Progressive Party ticket. -

fehtn ?o%&tive to the Indepcendent Progressive Party, the
;% c,o heporsy on Un-Ancrican Activities in the State of California,
°or thc year 1955, as published by the Califcrnia Legislature, on
S - -
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page 46, in part states, "The Independent Progrescive Party in
California was quickly captured by the Cormunists, and by the
time the VWallace for President campalgn had swunz Into high

4 -

rear wan velnes operatzd lock stocit and barrcl Ly the Cominunist

Party of Californla. 'Time after time The ccrmittee in gquesticning.

witnesses throughout the State discovered that the leaders of
the Communist Parties in varilcus localltles were 1dentical with
the leaders of the Independent Progressive Party in the seme ’

area, It 13 true, of ccurse, that in the Independent Progressive

Party there were many sincere liberals who, becauss of
dissatisfaction with the two major political organizations
registered as Independent Progressives and continued thelir

affiliation until the true control of the I. P. P. became obvious."
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, The report of prior invectigation in the San Francisco
area dated August 5, 1958, as conducted by the 'Civil Service
Commission on pages 2 and 3 contains an interview with a

one . . o

onwey 25, 959, o T

said recalled’ the Applicant and his wife as

in the said
would nct recommend the Applicant for -employment ¥ith the federal
government and that- would not "hire him for dog catchier."
When asked to be specific, said "I Just didn't like his looks."

said hoth the Applicant and his wife worked and were nct
manAarven A

arcund e too much during the day and that the Appllcanu
was supposedly a poet, "but he didn't wear 2 beard or sandles”

and therefore, questionpﬁ whetheor HC was a poets. -
remarked that - ‘ -

oo =% F

: : : ' oz B I . Y |
' i i AT - ? '_ A Lt ST e e —-.”——. . “'
o 77" cormented ' 'was unaware of any infdrmation . K

reflectingAunfavorably upon his loyalty cr his ntoral conduct.

BN
i said had no information-as to his having assocriated with
male persons wiho were effeniinate and ‘had never referred vo
him as a homosexual. Pe arding having previcusly rcferred
to the Applicant as a nmosexual ¢mpaatically replied, "it's
& lie.?i - i N < ' - .
Ll DUrlig wad suveoview ‘made continual refertnce to -
‘ovm heritage and that of and rererred to ‘'the
foreigners” who populate the neighborhood and the fact that
these "foreigners" are the caucse of so much crime and delinguency
in this city. made continual refercace to the Applicant
and his wife as being "foreigners." . '
« ® . i . : ¢ s [
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. In concluding the interview, commented that "it
seems to me you can find better people than me to tallk to" )
regarding the Appliceant. . ' .

' — 3 '
AT SAUSALTITO, CALIFORNIA v A :

In 1ts report of prior investigation at Sausalilto, -
California, dated August 5, 1958, on pages 12 and 13, the Civil
Service Commission sets forth the results of interviews with

-
<

On May 25, 1959, - City of
Sausalito, and Sity of
Sausalito, advised that they recall the Applicant.
' recallsd that in about 1949 the Applicant
operated the Seagul Studio located at akprox*mauelv 559

' hPidLehaJ. tliat this studic dioulayeu art and auu;q 12 ObTOCtS,
and thaot in hies nanzasdityr aq nnnr':mﬁ'r\h nf ’l'h'lq Q‘i‘n(’Hn_ the

o - ~a—— - -— - — -y

Applicant asscciated with the "artist group' and "Bohemian group
in Sausalito. They further believed that these groups of perscns
included individuals wno were either ccemmunist or communist
sympathizers and, therefore, it was theilr opinion that the
Applicant would have been influenced in some way by the thinking
and actions of the persons with whom he associated.

n

-

————

' could not specifically name
any of the indiviliduals whem they belleved to be communist or
communist sympathizers ano they could not furnish any specific
Iinformation wnich would indicate that the Applicant had actually
been influenced throuch the association with memters of the .
aforementioned group. . , . ' -

further recalled that in 10"

=
S SECS SN T VAV yux \.,Lxu.e\,

a porticn of ‘the old Yacht Club located at G58 Bﬁldpeway wnich

(\\77 o turned acvyer ta oo

SAUBa Ll LY. 10 wWas taear LCCUL;GCCIOH tnat chis was

an ﬂ(’f‘(n'“ﬂ“- ale! ‘-%r\ rart ¢ a "'\ 5 A 74

R e OCTLd e L

location in the ciLy whieh could be used as a cultural center
for the artist colony in Szusalito.
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advised that to theilr
recollectlon the Clty of Sausallito took no positlive action on

the recommendation of the Applicant.
Id

,

- Oon May 25, 1959,/ ' Sausalito, California,

advised that ~
which was next door to the Seagul Studilo. advised that

recalled the name of the Applicant, but could furnish no
information concerning the activitles of the Applicant.

Sausalito,
advised on May 25, 1959, that is currently the
L, h Sausalito.
advised tha? is well acquainted with the Applicant, but
that has no information concerning the Applicant having
formerly resided at 415 Litho.

[ &}]
ct
[}
(@)
W
@]

o _ described the
studio as a place where objJects of art and antiques wvere
exhibited for purposes of display and sale. stated further
that the Aprplicant in the operation of the Seagul Studlo cperated
this as a cultural center. stated that the purpcss of
visiting the studlo was to hear lectures, whicn included lcocturss
by priests concerning Catholicism, and lectures ond lllms by
representatives of Europ:2an, Canadian, and South AaAmerice
Governments. stated that at the conclusion of the lec ures
and showling of the films the individuals present were pernitted
fo ask questions conc=rning the things which the) had heard anc

seen. : . ¢ .
, L 4

stated that had no lon congeroin
any communist or communist f{ront grouo activity orn the parc of
,the Appl]c nt and >tqted ?hat ‘pelieved the AANItaant 5 ha
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MISCELLANEOUS

-

Other Confildential Inform=rts -
of Communist rarty and Un-American activi
Bay area advised tnhe Applicant was un-acwn o
.

iaformation ccncerning him.

b -

wiliar with some phases

in the San Francicsceo
them and they had no
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