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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Ofics  LOS ANGELES
5/26/59

LA 1L0-3558 | ; -

BERNARD HARDEN PORTER

Physicist - Applicant .
Long Beach Naval Shipyard

Department of the Navy )
Long Beach, Californila «
SECURITY OF GOVERNIMENT EIMPLOYEES

Applicant born 2/14/11, Houlton, Maine., Personal history set

forth. Pertinent information in applicant's versonnel file at
Long Beach Naval Shipyard set forth. advised
uuau nad vecoie vetber acqualnted with The appilicant since

interviewed by representative of another government agency and

dential informant generally familior wid

states applicant very desirable

and unemployed except wrlting a book and deces not quession
his loyalty.
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LA 140-3558 | | R i

PFRSONAL HISTORY

The followlnz personal history concerning the avplicant
was obtalned from Information appearing in the applicant's
personnel file located at Long Beach Naval °hipyard Lonv Beach
California: RPN -Y§-

e ———et - ————— - -

N ~
The applicant was born rFebruary 14, 1911, at Houlton, i
Maine. On Auzust 27, 1955, 'at Las Vegas, Nevada, he was married = .«
to MARGARET_AIMSLEY.'PRESTCN, who was born July 5, 1905 at Rio -
Vista, California. “In August 1946, at Boise, Idaho, he divorced
HELEH ELAL/E"SZDRON, who had been born in June, 1918, at Boise,
Idaho, “having marr/pd her in August, 1945, at Berkeley, Califorra,

-

Since September, 1948, he has been self-emplyed a2t his
current residence, 677 East Colorado Street, Pasadena, California.
From lMarch, 1953, to Auzgust, 1958, he was employedly the Civil
Aeronautics Administration, Anchorage, Alaska, and agaln employed
by this same agencv from August 27, 1958, to Septe ber 8, 1958.
From llarch 19, 1951 to April 26, 1952, he was employed by the
Economics Stotllizeticn Azency at Agana, CGuam, Yo wacl \.mu_t.u_y_cd

by Colllns Radio Comnarc, Dallas, Toxas, frow April, 1957, TO
November, 1557, and by Convair Astronautics, San Diego, Callifornia,
from May, 1956, to August, 1956. He was also erplcoyed by the
Manhattan District Znglneers, New York, New York, from 1G40 to
1645, and by the Acheson Colloids Corooration at Newark, New

Jersey, from November, 1935 to November, 1940. He 1ndicated

having been self-emploved f“ﬁﬂ November, 1357 to March, 1853, &%
Pasadena, Cellxornia, Au ~ust, 1955 to Ap 11, 1957 =t Oa“ Francizee,
Californic; Azrlil, 1533, to iay, 1950, at San Francisco, California;
November, 1954 to April, 1955, San Franclsco, California; June, 1954,

+n }YO ‘AW)‘GV‘) 1,-”_" L\.,-_._v \_,vv..‘._-\,_.A-__;; Pl J’ 19/2 tO Jul‘.,,
1954, Agana, Guam hovember, 1947 to December, 1950, Sausalito,
Ca‘lfo“ﬁia; ard ”ovemse*J 1¢hs to Novemter, 19047, Derieley,

- ¢

California.
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LA 140-3558 T ‘
The applicant received a B.S. Degree from Colby

College in 1932 and a Master of Science Degree from Brown
University, Providence, Rhode Island, in 1933.

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

{

EMPLOYMENT S | SV N -

Long Beach Naval Shionvard
Department of the Navy . . .
Long Beach, Callfornia : T . N

On May 22, 1959,
Long Beach Naval Shipyard, advised that BERIARD
HARDEN PORTZIR 1s stlll in an applicent status so far as employ-
ment here 1s concerned and he will not Ye hired until his
clearance is received from the Civil Service Commission.
made avallable the applicant'!s personnel file, a review
of which reflects the follOwing information concerning the
applicant’: crevious rfederal employments:h
He was employed from March 19, 1951 to April 26, 1952,
by the Economlcs Starllzation Agency as an Information Officer
at Agana, Guam, and resligned this position of his own volition.

He was emploved from Morch 1, 1958, to Auzust 2, 1958,
as an electronics engineer by the Civil Aeronautlics Administraticn,
Alr Mavigaticon Faciiitles Division, Electronics Eot:bllshﬂenu
Branch, Ancnoraﬁe, Alzske, and resigned this posi.lon to "return
to rrivate practice In Czlifornia." - He was reins-:ated on pAuguss
27, 1958, in the same capacity and worked until the close of
businecss on September 3, 1958, at which time he r:signed, giving
as his reason, "Iy physician advises 1t." His ph sician was
named as R, J. LEONG, M.D., 140 East Fifth Avenue, Anchorage,
Alaska.

[}
S

The annplicant 2120 Indleated that he had been DPDWO‘Pﬂ

1940 to 1045 and that this emnlovment included work 2t Oakridﬁﬂ.

Tennessee; rFrinceco., New dersey; and berkeley, Caxliroraid, Dut
dates of these speciflc assipnments were not indicated. His
employncnt was &S a rescarch pnysiclist and hls supervigor was
named as being , Director.
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LA 140-3558 . .
3 3 . .
N . ) 3 - _.‘n . - '. .
Appl{gant also indicated having been previously employed
from April, 1955, to August, 1955, at 1480 Larkin Street, San

Franc}sco, California, and from August, 1957, to October, 1957,
at 100 Hlgh Street, Belfast, Maine, and stated he was self-
employed in 1555 at 0621 California,Streéet, San Francisco,
California. ~ S

The applicant indicated havinc previously resided at
2303 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, Californla, from November 18, 1941, "’
to September 10, 1947; at 105 Pire Hdll, Princeton, New Jersey,
from November 10, 1950 to Novermber 18, 1941; at 35 Ingraham Place,
Newarik, Iiew Jersey, from August 10, 1938 to November 10, 1940; at
Port Huron, Michigan, address "uncertain" from August, 1937 to
August, 1938; and at 41 or 51 Zast 52-d Street, New York City,
New York, rfrom July 10, 1935 to August 10, 1937.

v

These recerds contzin no informaticn indicating that

the applicant 1s other than loyal. i
' . . d L8, -";-\~ o T H
677 Fast Colorads Strock - '
Pocadeona, Coliloiiiia _ -
4 _,.__,___:_.l- <_!‘\ » ‘ ..' .

... Onlay 25, 1859, . - T
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b California
advised that ’ ’

o said that ¢th
resided there from November 14,
s21d that the applicant and the lizantls wile returned to
reside at the T - , in September, 1958,
and viere still residing there when left. . -

applicant and his wife had
957 to March 26, 1958,
jo)e)

M=o

.said that recalled being interviewed by
a representative of another government agency relative to the

appllicant Ln carly 195¢, but said that since that time has
v 4 L

become better acauninted -h the anplicant and now feels that ¢
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. ' -said that durinb the period of the applicant's
residence at the ) ¢« he was unemployed
with the excenticn of wr*tin; a boolk. described the applicant
as a very quilet man who did not assoclate with the other
but who is, in npinion, honest, sober, of geod personal hablis,
and very good character and reoutation. ald that. had never
had any political discussions with the appl*cant but based on

conversations with him, has had n¢ reason whatosoever to
questlon his loyalty.

B - -, advised on May 25, 1959, that —_—

_ said that when . . B ~the applicant
and hic wife were reslding here and are present
that the anplicant 15 a very re+1r1n~ and gulet man, and has no

associates in the: TN . said the applicant 1s a
very desirable . and 1s unemployed with the excsepitlon of his
- Writing a boolk,

¢

iat ail cemments that

caid th conid fornish
soncorning tue appiicant would be very favorable as pertaining
to his moral character and reputation ana- added thot nad
no reacaon to gucciion '

i vite aprricant's loyalty.
"MISCELLANEQUS

On September 29, 19583, RERMNARD H. PORT AR, who staeted

he was an itinerant a2nd would zive no recicdence odlress, personclly
appeared at the Los Angeles Office of tde FBI anrd stated that he
was iormerly emplovred zs an electronic:c erlirneer Ty The Clvil
Aergnauti:: Acministration at Anchorace, Alagha, until September,
195 . " ]

~‘«4’ —

I’ stated that he had teen remcovad Tromn I position and
Inexpmricnced nen nad been placed in his posLu*on and were Qusi;ned
the tusk of setting up a communications linz, He sald th vhis
line d%d rot function T1is53 '

~w¢ee‘%euu~~¢, after these moen were placed
on the We“ and he considered w.e gCuiOﬂ of placing inexperienced
men on the pb "internal savotage” and also contended that his
removal from the Jjob wos henbharame!
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LA 140-3558

~a conflidential informant who is
generally famitlar with Communist Party and related activitiles
in the vlcinity of the applicant's current residence in Pacadena,
California, was contacted on lay 22, 1959, and advised that is
not personalWJ acquainted wlth the applicant and could furnish no
information concerning him.
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D-204 (Rev. 9-13-58)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to: . ‘ ¢
Report of: N Ofice: LOS ANGELES
Date: 5/2 6/5 9
File Number: LA 140—3558 .
Title: BERNARD HARDEN PORTER
Physiclst - Applicant .
Long Beach Naval Shlpyard
Department of the Navy .
Long Beach, California «
Character: SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Synopsis: ’

P —

Applicant born 2/14/11, Houlton, Malne. Personal hilstory set
forth. Pertinent information 1n applicant's personnel flle at
Long Beach Naval Shipvard set forth. ‘advised
chiav’ nad vecome belber acgualnted with the appiicant since ‘
inverviewed by representative of another government agency and ;

states applicant very desirable” A

and unemployed except wrlting a book and does not question

his loyalty.

Applicant unknown to confi-

dential informant generally familiar with Communist Party activities

in area of applicant's resldence.
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) This report does not represent tﬁe results of a
full-fleld 1Investigation and should not be construed as such
in connection with the provisions of Executive Order 10450,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and Is a loan to your agency,
it ond/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 16 T aro
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LA 140-3558

[

PERSONAL HISTORY

The following personal history concerning the applicant
was obtained from information appearing in the applicant's
personnel file located at Long Beach Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, ,/
Califor‘nia H : NYyp T I:' / e . C;

e e i s oy Ee

’
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The applicant was born February 14, 1911, at Houlton, i1/ -
Maine. On August 27, 1955, 'at Las Vegas, Nevada, he was married ~ .«
to MARGARET AINMSLEY,"PRESTON) who was Q%EE_JQEE.E}_;QOS at Rilo -
Vista, Califoyrnia. \Mm August, 1946, at Bolse, Idaho, he divorced
HELEN ELAINEXHENDRON, who had been born in June, 1918, at Boise,
Idaho; having marﬁzga her in August, 1945, at Berkeley, Californa.
s ;- I

Since SeﬁééﬁBE?T‘IQQB, he has been self-emplyed at his
current residence, 677 East Colorado Street, Pasadena, California.
From March, 1958, to August, 1958, he was employedky the Civil
Aeronautlics Administration, Anchorage, Alaska, and again employed
by this same agency from August 27, 1958, to September 3, 1958.
From lMarch 19, 1951 to April 26, 1952, he was employed by the
Economlcs Stabllizatlicn Agency at Agana, Guam, H¢ wac cmployed
by Collins Radio Commany, Dollas, Texas, rfrom April, 1957, to
November, 1957, and by Convalr Astronautics, San Diego, California,
from May, 1956, to August, 1956. He was also employed by the
Manhattan Distriect Engineers, New York, New York, from 1940 to
1945, and by the Acheson Colloids Corporation at Newark, New
Jersey, from November, 1935 to November, 1940, He indicated
having been self-employed from November, 1957 to March, 1958, at
Pasadena, California; August, 1956 to April, 1957 at San Francilsco,
California; Aﬁril, 1955, to May, 1956, at San Franclsco, falifornia;
November, 195
to November, 1954, at Sausalito, California; May, 1952 to June,
1954, Agana, Guam; November, l9ﬁ7 to December, 1950, Sausalito,
Talifornia; and November, 1945 to November, 1947, Berkeley,
California, : - T . ‘

Applicant indicated that he has resided at 677 East
Colorado Street, Pasadena, California, since September, 1958,
having previously resided at this address from April to November,
1957. Applicant has also resided in Anchorage, Alaska; Dallas,
Texas; San Franclsco, San Diego and Sausalilto, California; Agana,
Guam; Newark, New Jersey; and New York City, New York,

' . &
1 -2—

»

to April, 1955, San Francisco, California; June, 1954,




LA 140-3558

14

The applicant received a B.,S., Degree from Colby
College in 1932 and a Master of Sclence Degree from Brown
University, Providence, Rhode Island, in 1933.

- RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

[

EMPLOYMENT S | e K -

LS

Long Beach Naval Shipyard
Department of the Navy - .
Long Beach, California : Y ) - - -

On May 22, 1959,
" Long Beach Naval Shipyard, advised that BERNARD
HARDEN PORTER is still 1n an applicant status so far as employ-
ment here is concerned and he will not BYe hired until his
clearance 18 recelved from the Civil Service Commission.
made availlable the applicant!s personnel file, a review
of which reflects the following information concerning the
applicant'!s previous federal employments:

He was employed from March 19, 1951 to April 26, 1952,
by the Economics Staullization Agency as an Information Officer
at Agana, Guam, and resigned this position of his own volition,

He was employed from March 1, 1958, to August 2, 1958,
as an electronics engineer by the Civil Aeronautics Administration,
Alr Navigation Facllities Division, Electronics Establishment
Branch, Anchorage, Alaska, and resigned this position to “return
to private practice in California."” He was reinstated on August
27, 1958, in the same capacity and worked until the close of
business on September 8, 1958, at which time he resigned, giving
as his reason, "My physician advises it." His physician was
named as R. J. LEONG, M,D., 140 East Fifth Avehue, Anchorage,
Alaska. . .

The applicant also indicated that he had been employed
by the Manhattan District Engineers, New York, New York, from
1940 to 1945 and that this employment included work at Oakridge,
Tennessee; Princeton, New Jersey; and Berkeley, California, but
dates of these specific assignments were not indicated. His
employment was as- a research physicist and his supervisor was
named as being~ , Director,

’ . " [ N
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Applicant also indicated having been previouéiy employed
from April, 1955, to August, 1955, at 1480 Larkin Street, San
Francisco, California, and from August, 1957, to October, 1957,
at 106 Hlgh Street, Belfast, Maine, and stated he was self-

employed in 1945 at 6621 California,Street, San Francisco,
California. . . ' Y . 1
3 M » ; ’ -

. ) ! * -
The applicant indicated having previously resided at
2303 Durant Avenue, Berkeley, California, from November 18, l941,l
to September 10, 1947; at 105 Pine H4ll, Princeton, New Jersey,
from November 10, 1940 to November 18, 1941; at 36 Ingraham Place,
Newari, New Jersey, from August 10, 1938 to November 10, 1940; at
Port Huromn, Michigan, address "uncertain” from August, 1937 to
August, 1938; and at 41 or 51 East 52nd Street, New York City,
New York, from July 10, 1935 to August 10, 1937.

These records contain no informatibn indicating that
the applicant 1is other than loyal. v ' )

' - . > L4 & v TR LI U TR - "
. .

) - . oY ﬁv b
677 Fast Golorade Street . . - ' .
Pasadena, Califoruia ) v
; ’ __..k.__.-_;:._'.:-,_,;!“ » ' ‘ : ._r_ c . ‘
.. OnMay 25, 1959, - - T
! . - . /—-—~—-<-;
¥ California
advised that S

. »8aid that the applicant and his wife had
resided there from November 14, 1957 to March 26, 1958. " ;
sald that the applicant and the applicant's wife returned to
reside at the LT T A in September, 1958,
and were still residing there when left. - ° -

é .8a1d that recalled being interviewed by
a representative of another government agency relative to the
applicant in early 1958, but sald that since that time has
. become better acquainted with the applicant and now feels that b

could recommend the applicant for a position of trust and {
confidence. ' y © . : _ - - }
- : : . . “ .
o “ ¢ 2>
' t -4 - -
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-~ ¢ -sald that during the period of the applicant's

— residence at the ¢* he was unemployed -
with the exception of writin" a book. descrlibed the applicant

as a very quiet man who did not associate with the other
but who is, in, _ »opinion, honest, sober, of good personal habits

>
and very good character and reputation. said that. had never

had any political discussions wilth the applicant, but based on
conversations with him, has had no reason whatosoever to

" question his loyalty.

. sald that when . . ]
and his wife were reslding here and are present :
that the applicant is a very retirlnw and qulet man, and has no

associates 1n the - v said the applicant is a

very desirable and 1s unemployed with the exception of his
writing a boolk.

“the appiicéB£'

said that ali comments that =~ eonld furnish
asngcorning cue appiicant would be very favorable as pertalning
to his moral character a“u repuvation and- added that had
no reasan to QUCSUIGH :

i1 vite appllcant's loyalty.

Y IR

On September 29, 1958, BRERNARD H, PORTER, who stated
he was an itinerant a2nd would give no residence address, personally
appeared at the Los Angeles Office of the FBI and stated that he
was formerly employed as an electronics encineer by the Civil
Aeronautics Administration at Anchorage, Alaska, until September,
1958, FHe stated that he had been removed from this positlon and
Inexperlienced men had been placed in his positrion and were assigned
the task of setting up a communications line. He said that this
line did rot function satisfactorily after these men were placed
on the job and he considered the action of placing inexperienced
men on the pb "internal sabotage" and also contended that his
removal from the job was "sabotage"

¥ i g &0 &2

AR

e-fi - - -, adviséd on May 25, 1959, that SO

" said

R e e prene e . A e - Ve ety s mE et T e ma e ey ey T T T
TTYREL CAERATOEY S OVET T SR T e ve :
<!

n ¢ B e g s
.

. SR

e S v DOV |84 P o ——

[
e

m e sApe

A 5



LA 140-3558

~a confidential informant who is
generally famiiliar with Communist Party and related activities
in the vicinity of the applicant'!s current residence in Pasadena,
California, was contacted on May 22, 1959, and advised that @ 1s
not personally acquainted with the applicant and could furnish no
information concerning him.
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