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Eisenhower, though sympathetic [0 the plight of [he Third World. both could not and would not 

tum much attention to it until he had strengthened American defenses and secured reelection. 

When he had done so, and when Dulles was awakened to the possibility that the old European 

e paradigm for diplomacy might not work-for the developing world, Indo-American relations soon 

look a rum for the better. The two world crises at the end of 1956 provided the impetus necessary 

to bring the two nations together to rediscover their common ground. Eisenhower came to a full 

understanding of India's centra) role in the Third World and how desperately it needed aid. 

Nehru was brought to the realization that the Soviet Union, despite its friendliness to India, could 

indeed be a cruel and domineering imperialist and therefore good relations with the United States 

were worth preserving. The two countries' leaders brought India back to its proper position in the 

world order: neutral in regard to military machinations, but with its sympathies engaged on the 

side of democracy and freedom . 
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