Colby Magazine
Volume 100
Issue 2 Summer 2011

Article 5

July 2011

Colby News

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/colbymagazine

Recommended Citation
(2011) "Colby News," Colby Magazine: Vol. 100 : Iss. 2 , Article 5.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/colbymagazine/vol100/iss2/5

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the Colby College Archives at Digital Commons @
Colby. It has been accepted for inclusion in Colby Magazine by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ Colby.

Fashionable
Treat
Andrew Meisel ’13, left, and
Spencer Gopaul ’13 enjoy a
treat at the Dairy Cone on a
late spring afternoon.
Photo by Kat McElroy ’13
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In addressing her classmates,
Starr, an English major and
education minor from Montpelier, Vt., considered various
forms of play. Playfulness, she
said, need not be construed as
immature. “We play each time
we seek an elusive idea or a new
trail in the arboretum,” she
said. “We play broomball in
ridiculous costumes and campus golf in more conservative
ones. We examine an unknown
with the kind of curiosity one
would call childlike, except that
here at Colby, we have come to
consider this behavior entirely
age-appropriate.”
“Perhaps most memorably,
however, my classmates and I
have played with convention.
We routinely challenged the assertion
that our generation—the technologically
savvy millennials—is the most apathetic.
We protested the stereotypes, which
decree both that those with privilege
cannot commit to fighting for social
justice and also that those without it can-

rom watching a meteor shower at 3
a.m. to creating a market for bags
made by Cambodian women with
HIV/AIDS, the Colby College Class of
2011 has balanced playfulness with intellectual gravitas and the passion to make
the world a better place. The message
came from commencement speaker Rajiv
Shah, administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) and the student speaker, Aleah
Starr ’11, at Colby’s 190th commencement
ceremonies May 22.
Speaking to the 486 graduates, Shah
focused on internationalism at Colby
and on graduates’ impact on the global
community. “From Ethiopia to Bangkok,
Uganda to Nepal, Colby grads are at the
forefront of helping serve those in greatest need,” he said.
Service, he said, can come from any
sector. “Today any career or skill can
be put to the service of those in need.
... Whether you choose to join development or any other field, your broad and
inclusive view of the world will give you
unique insights that allow you to shape a
much more interconnected planet.”

photo by fred field

Reason to Return
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Commencement 2011 was a first
for Trustee Charles Terrell ’70 (left),
who calls himself “intolerant” of large
ceremonies and who skipped his own
graduation. He made an exception May
22 when his mentor Adelaide Cromwell
(right), whom he nominated, received
an honorary degree. Cromwell, 95, ran
the Afro-American studies program at
Boston University when Terrell enrolled
in 1970. In his role as trustee, Terrell
sat on stage in front of Miller Library,
with Lorimer Chapel—which he occupied
during a protest in 1970—to his right.

photo by fred field

Passion Defines Grads

not possibly speak and act on their own
behalf,” she said.
“Ultimately, I believe that it is curiosity and courage, in the company of our
playmates, that produce the passion
necessary to create change,” said Starr.
Following Starr’s speech, President
William D. Adams awarded the Condon
Medal, given annually to a senior with
extraordinary qualities of constructive citizenship, to Sonia Mahabir. The
English major and education minor from
New York City was dedicated to issues of
diversity on campus.
Class marshal and valedictorian Katelyn Ouimet of Southington, Conn., led
the procession of seniors as they received
their diplomas from President Adams.
In addition to Shah, four others received honorary Colby doctoral degrees:
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Richard Ford, sociologist and pioneering
African-American studies professor Adelaide Cromwell, Cianbro CEO Peter G.
Vigue, and philanthropist Bernard Osher.
				
—Ruth Jacobs
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A three-year student-led campaign to reduce the wasteful use
of plastic water bottles on campus culminated this spring when
the bottles were removed from the shelves at the Colby Bookstore
and the Spa. Sarah Sorenson ’11, who led the campaign called
“Take Back the Tap,” announced that Colby’s athletic teams also
agreed to forgo purchasing cases of bottled water for games and
road trips beginning next semester.
Sorenson, president of the Colby Environmental Coalition
(Enviroco), reported that the student club had already persuaded
officials to virtually eliminate bottled water from catered events
on campus, including meals, lectures, and meetings, and from
campus-wide events
such as commencement and orientation.
A ll toget her t he
efforts will have remo v e d mo r e t h a n
10,000 bottles a year
from the waste stream
and will save thousands of dollars in purchase costs. “This is a
great example where a Sarah Sorenson ’11, right, conducts a taste test
as part of the “Take Back the Tap” initiative.
student, working with
faculty, staff, and the administration, can effect real change,” said
Douglas Terp ’84, Colby’s vice president for administration and
chair of the College’s Environmental Advisory Group.
Alternatives introduced to replace bottled water on campus
include pitchers of tap water, bulk containers, and reusable bottles.
The College has installed several new water stations, including
fountains with spigots designed for filling reusable containters.

photo by kendyl Sullivan ’11

Colby Dumps Bottled Water
“It’s kind of outrageous—all the oil
it takes to produce plastic bottles and
transport them around,” said Sorenson. She characterized the campaign’s
tactics not as pressuring anyone, but
simply laying out the facts and arguments— env ironmental, economic,
public health— against buying water in
bottles. She ticks them off: carbon footprint; waste in landfills, ditches, and the
Pacific garbage patch; spending up to five
dollars for something that is essentially
free from the tap.
Sorenson, an environmental studies
major who won a prestigious Udall Scholarship for this year, attended an information session on the topic presented by
Food & Water Watch in her first year on
campus. Elected president of Enviroco,
she decided to focus on the issue and see
what the club could accomplish.
Sorenson has taken broad interest in
water issues, including controversial groundwater extraction in
Maine by Nestle, and she’s working for passage of LD 1077, An
Act to Enhance Public Participation in Decisions Relating to the
Large-scale Extraction and Transportation of Water. She hopes
to build a career in public policy addressing sustainable development of water resources, infrastructures, quality, and accessibility.
“Water is an important aspect of everything,” she said. “The
UN declared a couple of years ago that it’s a basic human right.”
						—Stephen Collins ’74

Bullish on Colby: 2011 Graduates Find Success in Tight Market
Good news on the job front has been
scarce of late—but not at Colby.
Career Center Director Roger Woolsey
reports that as of June 30, 58 percent
of the Class of 2011 already had jobs,
19 percent had been accepted to graduate programs, and another 3 percent had
been awarded fellowships, including a
Watson Foundation fellowship and Fulbright fellowships.
“This is a record,” Woolsey said.
At this time in 2010, a survey of the
graduating class showed 54 percent
employed, in what Woolsey termed a
very good year in a very bad job market.
This year experts predicted a better jobs
climate, but that optimism wavered with

national job numbers. According to Woolsey, the
national job outlook for
new college graduates
worsened from January to
June. But the outlook remained
good from the perspective of
Mayflower Hill.
There were more recruiters on campus, and Colby students took
advantage of the opportunities. Three
Colbians were hired by Barclays Capital
from their internship program, and the
company also hired three new undergraduate summer interns. Five graduates
joined IBM Global Business Services for
the Public Sector, and 13 were hired by

3% Awarded
fellowships
58% Employed

19% Accepted to
Graduate Programs

the highly selective Teach for America,
beating last year’s record number.
Woolsey reported that the Career
Center established new relationships with
Amazon, Belvedere Trading, Bessemer
Trust, the Central Intelligence Agency,
and some of the country’s top business
consulting firms.
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Four Fulbright Fellows

Projects for Peace Winners

Four graduating seniors are putting their
language skills to immediate use as they
embark on Fulbright fellowships teaching in
Germany, Austria, and South Korea.
Daniel Baskerville, Meredith Fast,
Ramsey Meigs, and James Violette received
full grants as English teaching assistants.
Fast, from Wilton, Maine, will be teaching at a school in Mattersburg, Austria,
about 40 kilometers from Vienna. Meigs,
from Newton, Mass., said he would be
teaching English in a public middle or high
school. Violette, from Waterville, Maine,
will be teaching at a high school just
outside of Innsbruck, Austria. Baskerville,
from Eastport, Maine, will receive his
teaching assignment upon arrival
in Korea.

Two Colby students received $10,000
Davis Projects for Peace grants this year.
Tamer Hassan ’11 of Great Falls, Va., will
continue work on a documentary film series
about intentional communities that model
practices conducive to a more sustainable
and peaceful future. Sulaiman Nasseri ’12
of Kabul, Afghanistan, seeks to empower
women in Afghanistan through a program
that trains them in the art of embroidery
and helps get their small embroidery businesses off the ground. The Projects for
Peace program challenges students to design and implement innovative techniques
that focus on conflict resolution, reconciliation, building understanding, and breaking
down barriers that cause conflict.
Read more: colbymag.com, keyword: Peace11

Hanson Scholar Feels an Affinity

photo by laura meader

Jennifer Sibert ’13 sat down to write her customary thank-you notes for scholarships
she received from Colby endowed funds and paused. “I was writing the letters,” she said,
“and then I looked over the names again and I saw ’02. I was curious as to why this person
so young had a scholarship.”
The name on the fund was Elizabeth Hanson, the Colby alumna killed with six other
Central Intelligence Agency staff members in a suicide bombing in Afghanistan in December 2009. The scholarship fund was set up by Hanson’s classmates after her death.
Sibert is the first recipient.
For Sibert, an international studies and anthropology major, the pieces of Hanson’s
story came together.
When Hanson died, she and other CIA operatives were about to participate in a highlevel debriefing of a Jordanian doctor who had promised information about Al Qaeda.
Instead he detonated a suicide vest. It was only after
her death that her friends learned the true nature of
Hanson’s job. Understandably, she was not able to share
details of with her friends.
“I was really touched by the story,” said Sibert, who
had read about Hanson in Colby and listened to a report
on NPR, “and inspired by her dedication and her hardworking spirit, but also her ability to be under wraps in
a certain way that allowed her to do her job.
Hanson Scholar Jennifer Sibert ’13
“And to not be so high profile in her life. I think it
takes someone really secure with themselves to do that.”
What struck her, Sibert said, was that Hanson was able to be an active member of the
Colby community but also keep part of her life private. Sibert, who moved frequently
with her mother and younger sister growing up, said she feels she understands that part
of Hanson’s personality.
The Hanson scholarship, and other funding, allows Sibert to enjoy a luxury she didn’t
know before Colby—knowing she doesn’t have to move on soon. “I think that’s something
that Colby has really given me. Having scholarship awards like this one is allowing me
to stay put and really develop relationships with people.” —Gerry Boyle ’78
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Philosophy Prof’s
Advice: “Plastikos”
As this year’s recipient of the Senior
Class Charles Bassett Teaching Award,
Assistant Professor James Behuniak Jr. was
asked to speak on campus May 15. He used
the opportunity to lead graduating seniors
through a brief responsive reading from a
time-honored script—from the 1967 film
The Graduate.
Taking the part of Mr. McGuire, Behuniak read: “I want to say one word to you.
Just one word.”
In unison, students in Ostrove Auditorium quoted Dustin Hoffman’s character
Benjamin Braddock: “Yes, sir.”
Behuniak: “Are you listening?”
Students: “Yes, I am.”
Behuniak, switching to the language of
the ancients: “Plastikos.”
And from there he launched into an
annotated meditation on the importance
of plasticity as a physical and neurological
condition of the brain and a critical characteristic of a liberally educated person going
forth in the era of information.
Behuniak started with William James,
who first described neural plasticity, calling
it a state of being “weak enough to yield to
an influence, but strong enough not to yield
all at once.” Quoting John Dewey, Lao Tzu,
Don Quixote, and Confucius, Behuniak
made a case for developing plasticity and
habits that permit us to keep growing.
Anticipating the seniors’ imminent attempts to make their way in the world, he
cited the Analects of Confucius: “Don’t
worry over not having an official position. Worry about what it takes to deserve
one”—an aphorism he said he regretted
not following better during his own academic job search.
“Consolidate the good habits you have.
Free up plasticity for the next phase. This is
what employers are looking for. If it’s all you
have, you’re going to be fine,” Behuniak said.
Declining to say goodbye, Behuniak
told seniors, “I’ll be here on the hill, working at the plastic factory, and you know
where to find us.” —S.B.C.
Full text of Behuniak’s talk is at
colbymag.com Keyword: ProfAward
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Twitterfeed

What do ulcerative colitis, memory,
geosciences, and climate change
have in common? Alums rec’d NSF
grants to study them.
June 21
NY Times piece on succession
drama at Deutsche Bank features
Edson Mitchell ’75, Bob Diamond ’73,
and Colby College.
June 15
Three of the first six finishers
at the Vermont City Marathon
Sunday were Mules. Congrats to
winner Dan Vassallo ’07.
June 1
Today’s NY Times includes a column
on the highs and lows of appearing
on the Oprah show, by English
Prof Jenny Boylan.
May 28
From streaming commencement
video chat on Facebook at 10:25 EDT:
“wow hi India!!! we’re in switzerland.”
May 22
Colby museum purchase of a David
Smith sculpture makes today’s
NY Times. Voltri-Bolton II will take
a place of pride.
May 13
Last day of classes is underway. Then
an all-campus barbecue and the soldout Wiz Khalifa concert. Loudness,
and the weather is perfect.
May 6
Khaled Wardak ’13, from Afghanistan,
tells WGME TV13 about his
family’s and friends’ reactions
to Bin Laden’s death.
May 3
LensPic: Lunch with professors
is common practice at Colby.
Here Phyllis Mannocchi dines
with students in Foss.
April 25

photo by brian speer

A selection of tweets from @colbycollege.
To see links, catch up on tweets, or sign up,
click the Twitter icon on the Colby homepage.

Update: Nick Tucker ’11J
Nick Tucker ’11 has been helping others
for years. He’s mentored kids in Waterville
and worked with autistic children in his
hometown of Berwick, Maine. Now, with
friend Sam Roleau ’10, Tucker wants to perform similar acts of kindness on the road.
Tucker and Roleau plan to walk across
the country this summer
if their fundraising is
successful. The inspiration came from Richard
Paul Evans’s book The
Walk. “I was like, I don’t
just want to walk,”
Tucker said. “It would
be really cool and
rewarding to try to vol–
unteer and do random
acts of kindness in
every state we
walk through.”

The trip, which Tucker and Roleau plan
to document online (makestrides.net), was
planned after Tucker’s unsuccessful bid for
a Thomas J. Watson Foundation fellowship.
He had proposed studying the psychological
and social effects of AIDS/HIV on children
in Brazil, Mozambique, and South Africa.
It’s a subject with which Tucker has had
some experience. As a child he lost both of
his parents to AIDS (see story, winter 2011
Colby). If he could not do an AIDS-related
project, Tucker thought, he certainly could
do one centered on kindness.
The plan is to break the walk up by volunteering in communities across the country,
doing good in every state they cross. Tucker
has been researching volunteering opportunities along the planned route, leaving time
for things that just come along. “I always
want to leave a little serendipity to it.”
—G.B.

Student Entrepreneurs Win Start-up Cash
In the first-ever business competition at Colby, two student proposals related to agriculture
won start-up capital from private donors.
Three students with a plan to help Maine
farmers connect with consumers online were
awarded $10,000 as winners of the first annual Colby Entrepreneurial Alliance Business
Competition April 8. My Fresh Company,
pitched by entrepreneurs Marcus Josefsson
’13, Danny Garin ’13, and Noah VanValkenburg ’13, landed the largest grant in the contest. My Fresh Company LLC aims to connect farmers across
Maine with consumers through the website myfreshmaine.com.
A proposal by Benjamin Weinberger ’11 to launch a nonprofit business, Our Homegrown Collaborative, was awarded $5,000. Weinberger’s project aims to teach inner-city
high school students how to establish and maintain vegetable gardens in urban spaces in
Chicago. He plans to give Chicago students the skills to both charge for their gardens and
train other students.
The competition drew nine student teams pitching their ideas to a panel that included
trustees Joseph Boulos ’68, William Goldfarb ’68, and Seth Lawry; overseer Deborah Wathen Finn ’74; and Mark Johnson ’96 and Robert Ryan ’81. —Jennifer Stephens ’12

New Face of Colby News
Colby magazine and Colby news have a new and improved design and interface online. All
the news that’s fit to post—including Colby in the News, press releases, and insideColby
stories—appears at news.colby.edu. At colbymag.com, issues are easier to navigate, stories
easier to find, and, of course, it just looks better.
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Schwalm ’99 Shoots
NFL Photo of the Year

Rising Senior Wins Jeopardy!

Mary Schwalm ’99, a staff photographer for the Eagle-Tribune
in North Andover, Mass., won the Dave Boss Award of Excellence
in the 43rd annual Pro Football Hall of Fame Photo Contest. Her
photo “Thrill and Agony” took first place in the action category and
was selected as Photograph of the Year for the 2010 NFL season.
Schwalm is the first female to earn this honor, according to the
hall of fame’s press release.
Schwalm’s winning image captures New England Patriots tight
end Aaron Hernandez high-stepping into the end zone against the
Green Bay Packers Dec. 19, 2010, with Green Bay cornerback
Sam Shields kneeling in defeat in the background.

Adam Marshall ’12
said his mind has always
been a sponge for trivia.
“I’m glad I finally found a
use for it,” he said, referring to his general knowledge, which contributed
to his two-day reign as
Jeopardy! champion.
Marshall, 20, joked that with the $2,000 consolation prize
money he gleaned on the final show, the $53,800 he earned in
three days in June is almost the exact amount it will cost to attend
Colby his senior year.
Marshall, of Bethesda, Md., taped the three shows in early
March at the program’s studio in California. His quest to be on the
Emmy Award-winning game show, though, started much earlier.
Marshall captained the Quiz Bowl team at Walt Whitman High
School in Bethesda. Then, during his first-year at Colby, he took
the online contestant test for Jeopardy!
He scored well enough so that in April 2009 he was invited to
Boston to take a verification test and play a sample game with other
possible contestants. It wasn’t until this past year, Marshall said,
that he was playing pool in Cotter Union when he got a cell phone
call from a Jeopardy! representative asking him whether he could
fly to California in March for the show. “I was pretty floored,” he
said. “I had to sit down. I was shocked.”
As Marshall prepares to graduate from Colby with a degree in
government, he is considering law school, working as a foreign
service officer with the U.S. Department of State, and working as
an intern on Capitol Hill, he said. —Beth Staples ’86
Morning Sentinel story reprinted with permission.

Admitting the Illustrious Class of 2015
After logging a record 5,175
applications for admission to
Colby’s Class of 2015—23 percent more applicat ions t han
the previous year—the College
yielded an incoming class that is
as academically accomplished and
as diverse as any.
Colby’s admit rate this year
was 29 percent, the lowest
ever, President William
D. Adams told alumni
Ju ne 4 at R e u n io n
Weekend. Among students in the incoming

10

class, 20 percent are from
traditionally underrepresented groups not including first-generation
college students.
Sixteen percent are
international students, including dual citizens and permanent residents, and 13 percent are
from Maine. Thirty-five states
are represented, and 54
percent of the students
come from outside New
England, Adams said.
International recruit-

ing was particularly strong. There are
42 countries outside of the United States
represented—a record for any one class,
eclipsing the previous high of 36 countries
in the class admitted in 2003. Among incoming first-years are more than two dozen
Davis United World College scholars coming from the secondary schools that make
up United World Colleges.
The incoming class includes 196 students—41 percent—receiving need-based
grants that average $35,700, for a total
financial aid commitment of some $7
million in just their first year, according
to Adams. —S.B.C.
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