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:'D-20~ (nov. 0..23-58) 

.. 
" UNa rED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 

Report of: Office: SAN FRANCISCO 
Date: Hay 26, 1959 

FileNumber: Bureau (140-20103); San Francisco (140-3192) 

Title: BERNARD HARDEN PORTER 
Department of the Navy 

O.aracter: SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

SynotHis: 

California Committee on Un-American Activities reported one 
BERNARD PORTER to be contacted by FAECT. Confidential Informants 
.!'~.:~~:!.:!.:!.~!" ~·!2. -f:: h. p _uf;'('T ;::.et i_ v ·i t·ies do not k nm·-r Appl i ca...."'lt. Per son 
p.~:·t:v.i.uu6:J.:y :;_~,~c:L'-v-:!_2; ;c~ '!::t c~c ~-:~~ •:!:~S~!":!.b':'0. A;:-'!11 i Nmt ::ts homo­
sexual denied making such statement. Interview with 
~- -set forth, as is information 

concerning this person's association with Un-Aroerican e;roups. 

- RUC -

This report does not represent the results 
full field investigation and should not be construed 
in connection with Executive Order 10450. 

• 

of a 
as such 

Tltls Jocvm~nf contains nelt1r~r rltcomm~nclotlons nor condusion' of ony kine!, It is the propwly of tfe FOI, anJ Is cr loan to your a g-zncy1 
It anJ/or its conllltrls are 1101 to be clistributccl outsidll your ascncy. ta- 7, 6 2.H ,.~0 
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-----~~ This case was referred to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation by the Civil Service Commission in view of infor­
mation set forth in the Sixth Report of the Senate Fact-Finding 
Committee on Un-Arnerican Activities, California Legislature, 

·· 1951, wherein, on pages 228 and 229, it is set forth that on­
July 13, 1943, an Executive Board meeting of Chapter 25 of the 
Federation of Architects, Engineers, ChernJ"st~, and Technicians 
(FAECT) was held in the home of one At this 
meeting a discussion was held concerning important contacts to 
be made among scientific personnel who were engaged in atomic 

, _ research and other critical work. Among those persons listed 
to be contacted was one BERNARD PORTER, not further identified. 

- . 
Concerning the FAECT, on page 198 of this same Sixth 

Report published by the California State Legislature, in part 
it is set forth that, "The FAECT originated in the Lenin School 
of Espionage in r,1o::>CO'>-'l o.nd comprised a great many highly trainP.d 
scient:tsts whn wP,...P :::~1 ~n 'mPmh~=>~~ 0f t!!':' 'C'0!!"..!!!'2!"!:!..=t P~!"'t:,r •••• 
It was established beyond the sligh~st doubt that it was 
communist dominated from top to bottom and that it was primarily 
interested in infiltrating and organizing the personnel in the 
Radiation Laboratory at the University of California in Berkeley, 
where vi tal atomic research was carried on. 1

_
1 ~. 

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

- ·· r 10450. .- ,. 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 
' . 

On May 25, 1959, the records of the University of -
California, Berkeley, California, were reviewed and reflected that 
the Applicant was employed by the University as a physicist from 
May 5, 1943 to July 9, 1944, and again from October 3, 1944 to 
August 21, 1945, as a Junior Research Engineer for the Institute 

__ . of _~gineering Research, University of California. 

On May 25, 1959, San Francisco , _,___, who will not appear 
- -- before a Security Hearing Board and who would not give· a signed 

- statement, advised that had been acquainted with most of the - 'f 
.. 
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members of the FAECT who had been active in the University of 
California Radiation Laboratory during World War II, including 
both Communist Party and non-Communist Party members affiliated 
with this organization. SF said that · could not associate 
the Applicant as ever being a member of the . FAECT or ever being 
affiliated with.this organization in any manner whatsoever. 

. . ., - -
On May ~6, 1959, San Francisco , who is unavailable 

.. tor t~s_timony and who. would not give a signed statement, advised 
SF 

SF could not recall the Applicant and could not connect his 
name in any manner whatsoever with this organization. 

On May 25, 1959, San Francisco who is unavailable 
tor testimony and who would not give a signed statement, advised 
the Applicant was unknown to SF 
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~"' 'I ·. : ' ', : ~ - :. ~ • -.; , -: f j~ I . -.. ·~- . -'T . 
=----on May 25, 1959, San Francisco 

. ;j -: 

. ' . . . 
advised his files reflect that in the October 8, 1948 issue of 
the now defunct "Marin Journal, 11 a newspaper formerly published 
in Marin County, California, there is contained a political 
advertisement in which one "BERN PORTER, Sausalito," who was 
not further identified, but who was listed as one of the Marin 
Committee of 100 for _ .. r in: . campqign for State 
Senator on the Independent Progressive Party ticket. 

. Relative to the Independent Progressive Party, the 
Eiehth Report on Un-AmcricGn Activities in the State of Cnlifornia, 
for the year 1955, as publinhed by the California Legislature, on 
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page 46, in part sta:tes, "'lhe Independ-ent Procressive Party in 
California was quickli. capturcd by the Communists, and by the 
time the ~lallace f'or President campaign had s\rung into high 

'. 

... 
... .. 

cear Ha:3 bcinb opcr.:ttcd lock stocic and barrel lly the Cornrrr .. mist 
Party of Call.fornla. ·Time after time the committee. in questioning_ 
witnesses throughout the State discovered .that the leaders of 
the C01:111un1s t Parties in various localities were identical Hi th . . 
the leaders of the Independent Progressive Party in the same · 
area. It is true, of course, that in the Independent Progressive 
Party there were many sincere liberals who, because of • 
dissatisfaction t'li th the t\m major political organizations 
registered as Independent Progressives and continued their 
affiliation until the true control of the I. P. P. became obv1ous. 11 
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The report of prior· investigation in the San Fr~cisco 
area dated August 5, 1958, as conducted by the'Civil Service 
Conunission on pages 2 anQ. 3 contains an interview with a 

one ~ 

• 
On May 25, 1959, 

~ 

· said recalled ··th~- Applicant and his wife as 
in the said 

would not recommend the Applicant for· -employment 'With the federal 
government and that· would not 11hire him for dog catcher." 

'. .. 
# -

When asked to be specific, said "I -just didn't like his look~.~~ 
said .~c~!: t~G Appli.(;ant and .his wife worked ~nn w.~r~ ~~t 

:.=-~~;;od. ti1c · 'too much during the day and that the Applicant 
was. supposedly a poet, "but he didn't wear a be<J.!"~ o:&: sandles :: 
e.nd th'~rt::fore, QUeStionPil w!:~-f:!;_~:" t...- no.o:> a. !JOe"(;.. I_ 

i'~ma.L·i\.eci "tna t: , · · • ..;. - =-~ >- ~ ~ ·.1~.~ <<:i _ ·~ .. : ·. ·; ... 

; -.. - .. 

--· .. . -
'-. 

·-....._ . - :-~· _: -.. ..... ,._"-·""-: ; .: ,: ~' . ·- . 

'\ 

, , , ; , :: -"~~ - - ~_;, ! _-; . -:·;-~", :_; ~~~ -~-: , ~;~; :: __ ·,~ - -": c -~· ~~ - --~ -·- • ~~- - ----r--
1
-: ~~ - : : :. - · ~~--:.~commented - ;was 'unaware o-r any in-rorm~tion · ~ 

reflecting unfavorably upon his loyalty or his ~oral conduct. ~\ 
· \ · said - had no in-rormation as to his havihg associated with 

male persons who were effeminate and had never referred to 
him as a homosexual. Regarding having-previously referred 
to the Applicant as a homosexual _emphatically replied, "it's 
a lie.

11 - -~~; -: -- - - __ . , ~ _·_ ;:. ~:; :' •. -_. ;- ~ .• · : •. •• • · .. .. 
~ : ; . . . . ,., ~ . ~ .... 

___ During the interview· -:made continual reference to 
. o1-m heritase and that of / · ·.and referred to "the 

foreigners" who populate the neighborhood and the fact that 
these "foreigners" are · the cause of so much crime and delinquency 
in this city. made continual reference to the Applicant 
and his \v-ife as being "foreigners. 11 -. . 
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In concluding the intervie'>'l, commented that "it 
seems to me you can find better people than me to talk to" 
regarding the Applicant. ~ .. 

AT SAUSALITO, CALIFORNIA 

In its report of prior investigation at Sausalito, 
California, dated August 5, 1958, on pages 12 and 13, the Civil 
service commission sets forth the results of interviews with 

On May 25, 1959, · City of 
Sausalito, and __ Ji ty of 
sausalito, a~vised that they recall the Applicant. 

' _ recalled that in about 1949 the Applicant 
· operated the Seagul Studio located at appro'ximately 559 
Bridgev;ay~ that this studio displayed art and antique ob,1c;cts. 
e~d th~t i~ hi~ ~~P~~ity ~a 0p~r~tor of thi~ ~~1d~0; thP 
Applicant associated \'ri th the "artist group" and "Bohemian group" 
in Sausalito. They further believed that these groups of persons 
included individuals who were either communist or communist 
sympathizers and, therefore, it was their opinion that the _ 
Applicant would have been influenced in some way by the thirucing 
and actions of the persons with whom he associated. 

. ~ ""' 
could not specifically name 

any of the individuals whom they believed to be communist or 
communist sympathizers and they could not furnish any specific 
information which would indicate that the Applicant had actually · 
been influenced through the association with members of the 
aforementioned group. • • 

, ' 

further recalled that in 1949 
the Applicant endeavored to have _the City of Sausalito purchase. 
a portion of the old Yacht Club located at 558 Bridgeway which 
could be turned over to those interested in art and culture in • 
the City of Sausalito. It was their recollection that this was 
an attempt on the part of the Applicant to obtain a central 
location in the city which could be used as a cultural center 
for the artist colony in Sausalito. ~ 
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advised that to their 
recollection the ·city of sausalito took no positive action on 
the recommendation of the Applicant. 

•' 

on ·May 25, 1959,~ 
advised that~ · -

l Sausa1i to, California; 

which was next door to the Seagul Studio. advised that. 
recalled the name of the Applicant, but could furnish no 
information concerning the activities of the Applicant . 

...__ 

sausalito, 
advised on May 25, 1959, that is currently the 

·- 1 Sausalito. 
advised tha~ is- v-reil acquainted with the Applicant, but stated 
that has no information concerning the Applicant having 
formerly resided at 415 Litho. · 

·---- \ 

, .. 
described the 

studio as a place where objects of art and antiques were 
exhibited for purposes of display and sale. stated further 
that the Applicant in the operation of the Seagul Studio operated 
this as a cultural center. stated that the purpose of 
visiting the studio was to hear lectures, which included lectures 
by priests concerning Catholicism, and lectures and films by 
representatives of European_, Canadian, and South American 
Governments. stated that at the conclusion of the lectures 
and showing of the films the individuals present were permitted 
to ask questions concerning the things which they had heard and 

- . 
seen. • 

• 
stated that .. _:·had no information concerning 

any communist or communist front group activity on the part of 
the Applicant and stated that •believed the Applicant to be 
an honest individual and one who could be trusted. 

- - -- ~ - ·~ -

. --·· · · 
; 

·' . 

8 -... 



- I
I 

. . 
~ •• ... 

... • .. • 
( ,. 

.. ... .· . ,. 
SF 140-3192 

' • 
·-. 

- --- - --' 

• -
' ' • MISCELLANEOUS . .... . ; 

Other Confidential Informants familiar with some phases 
of Communist Party and Un-American activities in the San Francisco 
Bay area advised the Applicant was unknoWQ to them and they had no 
information concerning him. • 
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