

















Great pleasure of return to England, A grey day - I had

left Paris on a blue steel Seine, in the deep bluish darkness

= smoke or storms? Crossing Chamnel, one seemed advancing

into a grey fog, and a heaving blackish sea. A few drops of

rain fell at Dover. But suddenly things from hard became

tender, cliffs, grass, bands of wood of uniform faint tint,

Dover Castle's outlines filled by & wash of grey, as in those

coloured engravings of the beginning of the century. A few

0ld farme, emem they with those rudimentary chimney stacks

which, set at each end like invertea flower pote, seem ever

the pride of England, and end by having a grotesque attraction

for one,

Above all the pleasure of people thoroughly competent,

alecritous and friendly, most willing to bestow information

or give help, with no hope of reward or thanks. A good,strong,
smiling race; not perhaps with the absolute small probity of

the Germans or the Italians' vague friendliness, but eminently
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At the bottom of one's heart, it is the river in a landscape
one wants to see: the landscape's glance and voice.

The great gzods have khad their temples closed by Theodo-

a little Christian basilica, its =pse and reticulated

arise, to exorcise, no doubt, the demons Zeus, Hera, Hermes,
Apollo, lest they should welk abroad, to Christ's manifest

_:__m. The temples, neglected, profaned, have yielded to the
orevassing of waters and the shaking of earthquakes, and the

:_g‘.' and heroes, such as remained (others melted into brass

vesaels or cut up for ivory missal covers and gold—embosf’ed

Peliquaries) lLiave slid into the mud of the melting brickwork,
been buried under the fallen gables, and have reappeared after
_nrt,een or fifteen centuries, only to be set up in & museunm
and disputed over by archaeologists, Those gods are gone from
is country; have lost all connexion with it, But the Alp-

Beiue is still & god, watering and overwhelming by turn the
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best photograph (always more or less foreshortened) and the

best cast (2lways more or less blunt, op“:gue, end dusty) can

give an idea of - there returns to me the thought I had had
already, many, many years ago: learn the lesson of the master-
plece.

. It is the fashion nowadays to pooh-pooh the art of Praxi-
feles as already decadent, and even to attribute to it sensuals-
#ﬁ which the naiveté of archaeologists fails to recognise in
Nﬁe unskilful, and only the more expressive work of the time

|

of the Persian wars, with its Asiatic, half-hieratic lewdness,
not yet urged away by the double influence of the athletic

model end the architectural form. But even if Greece has pro=-

duced a higher art than the Hermes, we do not possess it. 3 03

is absurd referring to mutilated and weather-beaten fragments,
or to copies: what should we say to judging of a Michelengelo
iﬁpid, copied, shell we s=2y, by Canova, or broken and beaten
out of shape by two thousand years' exposure?

Critics do not seem to understand what a masterpiece
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the subtlest doings and refusals to do of which art, and, in
'%0 far as art represents life's highest discipline, of which
Life itself is capable. A Pheidlan original might be greater

8ti11, but we have none.

Trhe Hermes is not art of the category of Bach'!s nor of
%he later Beethoven's, but it is art of the category of Moz=
art's: with the majestic serenity, the tender joyousness, the
"'dn'darcurrenf of poignancy and pathos of the farewell trio of
‘the three Ledies in the Zeuberfldte, and of certain quartets
and concertos, Moreover, I nave realised again how such a
work has absorbed into its shape, fused with the structure and
gesture of the comely human creature, all the loveliness of

1ine, curve, surface, and motion, existing in all manner of

L]
natural things. The masses and profiles of mountains; the

dells end dimples of valley and pastures; the sea's billowings
and ite diffused sheen and intermittent gleams; the shapes of

elouds and of waters; the movements of noble birds and animals;
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plots of unwilling flowers, tneir names allusive to past homes

or "beauty spots®.

Perhaps I feel like this because some of the intensest

romance of Italy was taught me less by the real places OVer-

seas, as by Pater's books, their perfume brought home,slowly

distilled, to just such a North Oxford house as these are.

It was in the diningroom in Bradmore Road, hung with photo- -

graphs and pre-Raphaelite pictures, that Novara, which I have

never seen becavse a place of enchantment: "Novare ... Yes -

Novara, there was such good bread at Novara. And sweet sing-

ing in the cathedral", said Mr. Pater in deep dreaminess.

Oxford: June 29th, 1930.
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