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Levine's Store
9-19 Main Street



INE'S

DOWNTOWN WATERVILLE

WILL BE CLOSED
ALL DAY TODAY
OUT OF RESPECT FOR

FRIEDA LEVINE MILLER
Sister to Ludy and Pacy
and Mother of Howard.

1896 - 1990

LEY







' MAINE ROSTER, 1917-1919

%
m J
[A lon"l Russia, Aug. 5, 1892,
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v LEVINE, MYER 2722067
Born in Divinsky, RmA'u:.‘ &1 s
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Apr. 29/18.
Private,
8rz 151 Briﬁ to disch,
Hon dilch on demob: Nov. 30, 1918.
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Overseas l‘
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SALESMAN 4 ' DATE
11810
Name
Street
City
Amt. Dep. Bal.
MON.

TUES. |wm|'n-|uns.| FRL l SAT.

F-11810
LEVINE’S

“THE STORE FOR MEN AND BOYS”
WATERVILLE, MAINE 04901

Garment

Amt. Dep. Bal.
NO GOODS DELIVERED WITHOUT THIS CHECK
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THE SQUARE, WATERVILLE, ME. LOOKING TOWARDS MAIN ST. /902
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This photo at Castonguay Square in Waterville was taken about 1922. Note the trolley car in the left background and
the brick road in the foreground.
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BY REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC

We will continue our
Sensational Salle

To Saturday, Feb. 22d, at 10.30 P. M.,
sharp. Positively will close these Slaugh-
tering Prices Saturday, Feb. 22d, at 10.30
P. M. For this week we will Cut, Slash
and Slaughter Prices on Men’s Suits and
Overcoats; also in our Dry Goods Store on
Furs, Suits and Coats. € Now is your
chance to secure Bargains. Now is your
opportunity which appeals direct to you.
Don’t lose the chance of a lifetime, come
and clothe your entire family from head to
toe.

Greater Reduced Prices
Than Ever Before

WILLIAM LEVINE,

DRY GOODS, CLOTHING, BOOTS, SHOES and RUBBERS.

19 & 20 Main St., 2Steres WATERVILLE.
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DOING

IN THE WORLD (

BASEBALL.

Fred Tenney Refuses to
Sign With the Giants,

Andy Owens Will Pitch For
Worcester Team This Year.

Atlantic Association Will
Wednesday at HNoon.

Boston, Feb, 17.—President Harry C,
Pulliam of the National League, deem-
ing it for the best interests of that or-
ganization, as well as of the Boston
and New York teams, especially, has
ordered Fred Tenney to get rid of
his holdingz in the Dovey team, In
order that the veteran may be freed
of the slightest allegiance to Boston
ahen the time comes for him to don
a New York uniform.

Much against Tenney's will the vet-
eran will have to obey the dictum of
the National League president. Just
when things locok brighest for . the
Doves, when every indication points
to a prosperous season and a good
return on the original investment, the
old tirst baseman has been command-
ed to relinguish his holdings.

Last Wednesday, in reply to an invi-
tavion from President John T. Brush,
Tenney took a trip to New York, and
at the ofiice of the club spent more
than three bours in conferende with
Prush and Knowles, while the mag-
pate and his secretary tried hard to
get the former Bostonian's name to
a New York contract.

But Tenney resolutely refused to
give in. Feeling that his services were
worth considerably more than the
amcunt offered, Tenney returned the
same day to this city, and unless
Brush shortly comes to terms Mérkle,
or one of the other candidates for first
bag, mnay start in training at the
Springs.

ANDY OWENS WILL
PITCH FOR WORCESTER.

Worcester, T'eh. 17 —Andy Owens of
Roxbury, Mass., has anccepted an offer
to pitch for the v New England
League the coming season. Owens is
one of the most promising youngsters
seen in years and experts who have
seen the boy work declare that he will
be able to join fast company.

Last year Owens twirled for the
Portland team of the Maine State
League, joining that team after but a
few wer' <" experience with the Wake-

ofessio~~1 “‘ne.

BATES COLLEGE MEN
BEGIN CAGE WORK.

Lewiston. Me.,, Feb. 1i.—(Special).—
Cage work has been for the
Freshmen of Bates and Capt. Wilder and
Coach Purington are well pleased with
the squad that showed up for first prac-
tice.

Leavitt is a ta!l, husky six-footer from

Parsonfield Seminary. As a pitcher and
hitter he bad a good reputation when he
entered Butes. 1lle pitched three years
for Parsonsfield and one xear on the
snappy Leavitt Institute team of 1906,

Mahoney, the old Lewiston High cap-
tain and shortstop, is well known in this
part of the State. He was captain of
the Freshmen team that trimmed the
Sophomores by a good score last fall.

Lynch has played on several fast teams,
including summer teams at Bethlehem
and Littleton, N. H. He is claimed to ba
a good pitcher and infielder.

Lovely, the bpitcher of his Freshmen
team of Bates, appears to be a good man
and hasg considerable experience. He fitted
at Gardiner, where he played on his
school team for several years.
Clason
their team aegainst the Sophomores and
played on their fitting school team.

Carroll, who- played first base on the
Freshman team, comes from North At-|
tleboro, Mass., and ought to make a good
showing in baseball,

Brummett is a Roxbury High graduate
and played right field on his Freshmen
team last fall.

Other candidates who
material in them

onened

have baseball
arve Gordon of Canaan,
N. H.: Lombard of South Portland; Me-
Kenney of Leavitt Institute; Harris of
Chelsea, Mass.; Jenness of Dover, N. H.;
Lombard of South Portland: Macomber,
captain of the M. C. I. team of 197, and
Stordahl of Baltie, S. D.. Keaney, the
star of the Lewiston State League team
of last summer, has just returned and
will soon be out with the rest.

Mgr. Wiggin has begun preparations
for the great indoor meet to be given
about March 19. He intends to have spe-
cial features and will no doubt give a
successful exhibition.

ATHLETES ARE ACTIVE
AT BOWDOIN COLLEGE.

Brunswick, Me., Feb. 17.—(Special).—
The necessary canceling of the game

which was to have been played between

the University of Maine and Bowidoln |
sevens was a disappointment to the lan,o* L4

number of hockey enthusiasts, It would
have been the first intercollegiate hockey

contest plaved In the State this year, and | !l.ml.
because of this it had attracted much in- |

terest and attention. The next game
which Bowdoin will play will be azainst
the University of Maine team at Orono
Saturday. Captain Abbott will call the
men out for practice as soon as the
Whittier Athletic field rink is in suitable
condition.

The tryouts ror the fencing toom will

P . Yir NS N

BOXING.

Thiee Star Bouts For Bos-
fon [ight Fans Tonight,

Phil McGovern and Jimmy

Walsh 1o Meet Salurday.

Quaker City Club to Furnish Towel
Swingers---This Week’s Bouts.

Boston, Feb, 17.—Tremendous inter-
est is manifested in the show that the
Armory Athletic Association has ar-
ranged for tomorrow night. Three star

{ bouts are on the card for the members.
The two

boys from Gardiner represented  pmogt widely discussed heavyweight in

In securing Jim Barry, who is the
the ~ountry at present, to meet Larry
Tempie of New York, an attraction
j second to none is being introduced.
Beth boys are well known to the men
who follow fistie sport in this vicin-
ity, and everyone who has ever seen
them perform is aware that an argu-
ment with aggressive features will be
vaged,

Temple in the same ring end in the
same arena fought Joe Walcott to a
standstill not so very long ago.

Berry has been seen twice within a
few months in contests here and each
time made good. His initial appearance
was with Sam Langford in Chclsea,
where ho went to a draw with that
boxer in 10 interesting rounds.

The Roanoke Club will help celebrate
Washingion's birthday by putting on
the biggest hoxing show of its exist-
ence. The headliners will be Jmmy
Walsh and Phil McGovern of New
York, a obrother of “Terrible Terry.”

Kid Brady of Buffalo, N. Y., will
tackle Eddie Curtis and George Golden
of Albany, who beat Pocahontas at the
club’s last show, will meet Alfred An-
derson of Roxbury.

THIS WEEK’S BOUTS,

Jim Banmy vs. Larry Temple,
12 rm..-ds. with two nrclimhmrh-s. Armo-
A. A.; Joe Wagner vs. Jimmy Stone,
private, New York: George lnmpw VS,
Rumloll Van_ Horn, Columbus, O.; John-
m Dolan vs. Jack Dorman, Trown A.

New York; George McFadden vs. Jim
Washington Heights A. C., New
York: Fred Bradley vs. Larry Conley,
Portland, Me.

Wednesday—Boston A. A. trial bouts;
Canadian amateur champilonshipe, Toron-
to; Johnny Summers vs. Bert Keves,
bhall«) Al C,, New York,; “Cotton' Billi-
ter vs, Harry Staten, Atlanta, Ga.: Jim-
my Briggs vs. Dick Nelson, L)m.nun.ﬂle
R. I.: Mike Bartley vs, Billy Johnson,
S'nglnn\\ Mich.; Young Britt vs.
Wernrib, Baljimwore.
"'Phu'rsdny— ommy O'Keefe

< LA} e Y R
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WATERVILLE, Me. — Two out-of-town retail-
ers were reported taking aim on Waterville as a
backwoods target for new boutiques catering to
Colby College students.

The grapevine information was picked up by
Wm. Levine & Sons, an alert 79-year-old family
men'’s wear store. Levine's quickly set up its own
in-depth boutique — The underground — and the
invasion never came off!

This was 18 months ago, and as much as anything
else, gives an insight into Levine's stronghold of the
remarkable brothers, Ludy and Pacy Levine, and
their nephew Howard Miller.

So deeply rooted in the Waterville community
and so closely linked with Colby College are Ludy,
Pacy and Howard that only the very foolhardy
would ever try to fight them on their own turf. As
Colby alumni and possibly the college's loudest
boosters, they are Colby . . . and this hastn't hurt
the firm’s business down through the years.

Ludy is 72, but hustles around like a 22-year-old,
and his enthusiasm for all facets of the business and
Colby College is contagious.

He says The Underground is ‘‘Howard's baby."
Howard set up the basement boutique, and it has
been a major adjunct to the regular street-floor
departments of their Main Street store.

Prior to The Underground, Levine's basement
had offered flares, but sold only a few a week. Now
the store averages 100 pairs a week.

Ludy Levine has to shout — which is entirely
characteristic of the trio — to be heard above the
din and heavy-decibel rock music that blares contin-
uously in the subterranean reaches of The Under-
ground.The Underground pulls in traffic. New in-
terest in Levine's has been stimulated among youn-
ger people in ever-widening circles.

Ludy says young people “‘wore jeans and tight-

DAILY NEWS RECORD, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1970

A simils ol 44 &

fitting pans with holes in ‘'em — now they pick out
jeans and flares. Listen, if they're going to wear
these things and not our suits, that's better than
nothing. As a matter of fact, they never did buy our
clothing. Sure, we've always had a few Kids as cus-
tomers, but we wouldn’t have been able to keep
‘em simp" Yy having- ‘ew dungarees and slacks
piled on v.c racks in v.c regular upstairs depart-
ments.

“For one thing, they want their own music . . .
and it’s got to be loud. Another thing, you can’t sell
these kids. In fact, there is no selling down there —
you show ‘em what theyre interested in, and kibitz
with ‘'em . . . and they buy what they like.”

The boutique has done well ever since it was
opened and now has started selling fringe items
such as boots, belts, knits and heavy outerwear.

The 65-year-old Pacy is in complete agreement
with Ludy. Both Levines think their nephew is just
a little lower than Abraham Lincoln and Lincoln
Filene. Miller has been coming in part time in re-
cent weeks, recovering from a severe case of hepati-
tis.

The three argue in major-league fashion, and
have three very different opinions on most everyt-
ing. but when thev re-group they are recognized as a
hard-nosed team.

They know me: chandise, understand people, and
live entirely for retailing . . . with a good deal of
thought, attention and love given to their Colby
alma mater.

Ludy points out that the store founded by his
father in 1891 doesn’t depend entirely on Watervnlle
for its trade.

“Weta careofat usof 50 miles, all of Ken-
nebec Cotuty, so we have to show a lot of style —
in shorts, regulars, longs, extra longs, and in a good
selection.”

1
where in the ~~

i Mdl vianu 411U vide-

THE RETAIL
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Owners of The Underground See Sky as the Ce:/ihgf_ _

z’wa;,«t“,*».." f

" ou can't sell 'em out there on the' street~"-
you've got to get ‘'em in here."” he says pointi I!t Ve
the lack of space for proper display of big in > &
ries that help the firm churn up a $1 million annual"
volume.

“We haven’t enough room to display new ideas .
.and you can't sell it if it's not exposed. can you?
Cham stores are the best examples, with all their
well-displayed self-service departments. Wi 3
it's a gamble. We gamble by carrying big stecks.*
guess the closest place with any sizable inventories
would be Benoit’s down in Portland,” he said.
Ludy admits it's been a struggle making last
year's figures. Shirt deliveries have been poors
it's been shirts and neckwear that’s repres
the item business of today, with neckwear ¥
75 per cent better than 10 years ago, for example
Discout stores have cut into Levine's boys’
business, to the point that consideration is
given to perhaps giving up the 6-12 busi -But-lt 8':3.‘;“
difficult to see them giving up on anyth g S ,.
Pacy touches on traffic-building a
maintaining “‘the quality has to be goodmfd ; 4
have to offer something people want. What the l&
pants are big today, along with shirts and tles apq
this is what you use to bring ‘em into the store.”
Special-purchase slacks are sold at $12.95 or two
for $24. Advertised as regularly $14 to $20, they sell
thousands of pairs.
“Get 'em in and you have the opportunity of per-
haps selling them a belt or a shirt or something else.
Miller claims the Underground providing the =
only real action in retailing, “‘but it’s raising e ¥
with regular sport coats and slacks,’” he says..o® =% =
Ludy and Pacy explain that fringed leathe =it
ets. knit body shirts, flared pants and boots — these
represent the so-called dressy outfit of a young

P cum— fSuv®
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SELL
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% ..y -man, not sport coats, sport shirts, and slacks as in
W thepast. . .
The Underground does very little newspaper
ing,‘mainly using radio spots on disk jockey
pmgram: in"Waterville and Skowhegan. The idea is
not to mix it in with the real Levine image.
“This clothing,” says Ludy, waving to the regu-
lar suite department, “will last another 79 years,

g’ <where this boutique stuff may go out any day. It'll
B always be something different — that's the way of
‘F‘ - retaiting!”

Some 35 to 40 per cent of the pants in The Under-
ground-are bought by girls, who are also stirring up
« afad on blue-denim railroad frocks. A blue cham-
: « bra® shirt fad is also picking up steam, but Ludy
7 *weuld like to discourage it — work clothes operate
i ogoifa 36 péacent markup, compared with boutique
<l . items marked up 50 per cent.
§is LY Dréssyknit flared slacks were “*dying’" in a loca-
" =t ‘tion for regular slacks on the main floor near the
5 p‘ -~ _men's clothing section. Relocated in the boutique,
5 they've been thriving at prices of $17 to $20.
However, the Levines question whether the

.
'—h white. collar man in Waterville is ready for flares in
EoL :feXpen‘srve, ilored slacks, even though New York,
-* Bostor a0d Philadelphia have accepted them.
S Phey feel ‘Waterville is “‘about a year and a half

behmd = but we have to bring in the new items at

the same,ume the big city retailers do. We have to

#. be on evepterms with them and let our customers

* knbw we're not just a bunch of hicks. So we have

* +* these new things available early and can explolt
~+« them once acceptance begmx to take hold here.”

% They maintain this is “‘the only way to play the

game.

Ludy asks, ““How the hell are you going to stretch
out the available space to take in all the new items
and display them properly?”

% < w.He shakes his head, and looks at a side wall. One

\‘.

senses the wheels-within-wheels thinking of this
amazing retailer with Jewish-Down Maine accent.
One of these days, he'll simply whack down a wall
and take over more space.

The near-80-year-old firm has been only in two
other locations, having been in its present renovat-
ed and expanded stor Y more 5 55 years.

Colby Corner is tn. name o1 .. Levine inner-
sanctum office that displays pictures of Ludy and
Pacy receiving their Colby letters, and other awards
linking them with Colby. Proud of the college and
the Waterville community, they do their part as
sports fans, attending every varsity game they can.
Pacy recently missed his first Colby football game
in 40 years, because of Howard's being out ill. Ludy
attended and simply turned up his volume a little
louder!

There is also the immense, heartwarming pride
in their uncle, Dutch Levine. Dutch was the “first
Jewish boy ever to play football for Yale.” Prior to
his three varsity football years, 1905-1907, he
prepped at Andover and faced Exeter’s Tad and
Howard Jones, later to be famous coaches at Yale
and USC.

Blowups of Boston's newspapers front-paging
Dutch’ heroics in the Harvard-Yale game of 1905,
give indication that he was a one-man gang in de-
feating the Crimson.

“We only discuss sports in this room — mostly
about Colby,” says Ludy. And so he does, with an
able assist and frequent color commentary given by
the equally enthusiastic Pacy Levine.

Retailing could well stand more men of the
stamp of Ludy and Pacy Levine and Howard Miller

.and the world ¢ 1use mo 'olby Corners as
a pleasant, bucolic recreat from tue grim realities of
today's troubled existence.

— STORY AND PHOTOS BY GRANT B. SOUTH-
WARD.

LEVINE BROTHERS
PACY (TOP) LUDY (BELOW)

1z
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HARRY L. STERNS, Founder

Incorporated Sept. 1, 1932

OFFICERS:
FRED J. STERNS, President
HERBERT D. STERNS, V. Pres
GEORGE H. STERNS. Treasurer

ol tHNG DEPARIMENT SIURES, NG

“Maine's Greatest Value Givers” 93 Main Street Waterville, Maine @ TRinity 2-8281

To Our Friends & Customers:

Discriminatory pricing practices in business are now being invest-
igated by The Federal Trade Commission because they violate the
principle of equal rights to all regardless of race, color, religion,
place of origin, etc..

In order to eliminate a price discrimination problem between our
customers, we now ask your help and understanding. As you know, we
have allowed Jewish people a discount. This practice started with
my father about fifty years ago. At that time, Waterville had a
small Jewish community and each inhabitant was a personal friend.
Since that time, many changes have taken place = the older folks
have passed on and their children have grown up. Families have
moved away and they and their children return frequently and expect
a discount. In addition to this, the discount practice causes much
difficulty, especially when no discretion has been shown and the
purchaser shouts in front of other customers "Don't forget my dis-
count." Some customers have even gone so far as to say to others,
"Let me buy it for you - I can get you a discount."™ The problem
bas caused much resentment among our salespeople, who feel that
their parents and relatives should be entitled to discounts, and
question the fairness in giving discounts based on one's religion.

As we see the problem, and in view of the pending governmental reg-
ulations on price discrimination, we have no alternative but to
discontinue the discounts you enjoyed in the past. This new
regulation will become effective September 1, 1968,

We sincerely trust you will recognize the fairness and necessity of
this new policy. We wish to thank you for your patronage and assure
you we will try and deserve your business by giving good service,
quality merchandise and fair prices. Of course, you will be entitled
to trading stamps and all privileges extended to all customers.

Yours sincerely,

Lot N \”’W

STERNS DEPARTMENT STORES, INC.
P.S. We urge you to take advantage of our “Specials" and "Sale

Events" which will be offered to all customers. The savings are
worthwhile and greater than your regular discount.

STERNS-----. “THE STORES OF FAMOUS BRANDS"
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Levine’s
The Store for Men and Boys

Waterville

Where good sports meet.

Ludy 21 Pacy 27 Howard 40
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WATER\'ILLE. MAC\E

’ Nuoncondxcbwlcfmt—noooew'uh&nn
thousand miles of today's battle froats could have
said a thing like that!, ., It must have beea the echo
o ofa dm‘«m@y voice.
e Ow vhltﬂbe buﬂcu ace flying, our boys—our
% .- mmclllmdedbuddyu
wrmmmtc;th;ﬂcot Jw. ALL all ae Americans
:cgudleuolnﬂgion,momolor Out theze they

WAIT, SOLDI

Don't give him aid if
he's not of your faith!

Rl

WHO SAID THAT?...

are accepting the brotherhood of man, learning the

hard way that in this war there must be no such thing
as Catholic against Procestant, Christian against
Jew, class against class, or race against tace, For

they are men of the United Nations .. . pi(u’ng their

magnificeat strength ngmnhouwhowwlddw
inate the woeld by evil might »« by the crafty teche *

nique of “Divide aod Conquer”,

% Ph’ ‘h‘

;"‘i““',

These boys—YOUR BOYS—oa the world's far
flung ﬁghli:g lines—have risen aboye the spectre
of religiousor racial discrimination, TAKE HEED,
Jest you wiaken theie faich in the peinciples for
which (bqgm fighting . . « You at home—don't

yl;mﬂ...pveoutboysnuuly
€. ++ belp unify your country ».. DON'T
HELP Dl\\'lDé 1T Spek up for Americal

= )

* .%(/ ¢ for ga«/ ;%m'dmu *

| BELIEVE IN THESE FOUR FREEDOMS:

* The best in (rondom of spaech sod sxpression.
'Thuu‘hlnd-dmmhwu 5
in At own way oo everywhane in the world,

&

* The third is lrondom from waat . --M“qlu
eaadieal. o

Realihy pescviions Lile for in
* Tha founth s freedom from foas,
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PERCY AND LEWIS

LEVINE, clothiers

@vwn (n a/éy (?orner
with %cy and La/y

TO UNDERSTAND THE PLACE PACY AND LUDY

Levine hold in Waterville, Maine, you must walk two blocks

north up Main Street to Al Corey Music. Al Corey is just a kid compared

to the Levine brothers — he’s been in the downtown only since World

Wiar II. Al Corey is Lebanese, so he went to Lebanon, the old country,

back in the mid-1960s for a visit. This
was before the war, when Beirut was
still the Paris of the Middle East. It was
a big deal, a special trip.

“I'm checking into the King
George Hotel in Beirut,” he recalls.
“And the desk clerk looks at the regis-
tration and says, Waterville, Maine? You
must know Pacy and Ludy Levine.'”

Pacy and Ludy’s father, William
Levine (1865-1946) came from a vil-
lage in czarist Russia. He got to Water-
ville via Ellis Island and other stops and
along the way married Sarah. She op-
erated the first store right out of the
Levines’ home onTiconic Street while
her husband worked the hinterland,
like most of the late-19th-century Jew-
ish peddlers in Maine, with a horse and
cart. Levirie’s would become the pri-
mary men’s clothier in central Maine.
Today it is virtually the last business of
its kind in Maine.The Levine brothers
— who never married — still live on
Ticonic Street in a neighborhood of
very modest working-class houses,
triple deckers, and “rents” as the old
people called them.There are no heirs

to continue the business.

“There’s very few left like us,” says
Pacy, who will be 90 in April.

“We're the oldest privately owned
quality men’s store in the state of
Maine,” adds Ludy. He was 96 in
November.

In downtown Waterville the
Levine brothers are known as Pacy
and Ludy (never Percy and Lewis) or
simply “the boys.” They are insepara-
ble.They are always mentioned in the
same breath. The major domo at
Levine’s for decades has been their
nephew, Howard Miller, still known as
“young Howard.” He’s 74.

Pacy and Ludy and Howard have to
be the last guys in the country whose
idea of the “information highway” is a
pneumatic tube, which they use to
send messages and bills upstairs to the
business office. A morning at Levine’s
brings a steady stream of visitors, shop-
pers, old cornerboys, hangers-on, to
talk of sports mostly in “Colby Cor-
ner” — a section of the store where
the boys enshrined their alma mater.
No mater ever had better sons.

In Waterville, it's

“the boys,” never

Percy and Lewis.
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“The Levines are an anchor,” says
Earl H. Smith, dean of the college at
Colby. “Whether you've been out of
Colby 50 years or five years, when
people come back for homecoming,
they go down to Levine’s.”

Ludy (who holds court in the shoe
department) graduated from Colby
in 1921, Pacy (who generally races
around) in 1927,and Howard (he’s the
referee) in 1940. Their brother-in-
law, Harold Alfond, founder of the
Dexter Shoe Company, has been one
of the greatest financial benefactors in
the college’s history.

It is inaccurate to say that Pacy
and Ludy were childless, for they had
generations of sons and daughters at
Colby.The students who play on the
athletic fields up on Mayflower Hill
now are accustomed to seeing these
two old nattily dressed guys at every
game and most practices. “The kids
who play sports at Colby call them
‘the owners, " says Earl Smith.

“The biggest job I have during
football games is assigning someone to
watch Pacy and make sure that he
doesn’t get knocked down,” says Dick
Whitmore, Colby’s athletic director.

On this late summer morning with
Pacy and Ludy and Howard, we recall
the vanished Waterville. Students of
the decline of the New England mill
town could do worse than talk with
Pacy and Ludy. They saw it happen.

Almost all of the elms are gone
now, cut down by the ravages of the
Dutch elm disease. Weeds grow where
the Colby College campus Pacy and
Ludy knew once stood. People don't
seem to speak French much anymore,
either. The words NOW LEASING
emblazon the downtown.

“When you come downtown
now,” sighs Pacy, “there’s only the
Levine boys and Howard.”

“We’re the last of the Mohicans,”
says Howard.

— CHRISTOPHER CORBETT

SHARON KENNEDY, actress

\7«;/%}27 %z/e 0 ’@rme// : (f/mny

THE CHARLESTOWN WORKING THEATER IS AN OLD
firehouse at the foot of a street of wooden row houses at the back of

Bunker Hill. The windows are boarded with splintering plywood, and there’s

a good stiff lock on the front door. On a raw March afternoon, the audience

sat on wooden folding chairs, sipping hot cider, and staring at a beat-up table,

a pair of candlesticks, a dainty En-
glish rose-painted teacup and saucer,
and a guitar.

Then “Kate O’Connell” entered.

Now it was 1860.The predominantly
Irish-American audience hurtled
back to the Paddy Camps, the misery,
the backbreaking toil, the sorrows,

and the joys of their ancestors. When
there was no safety net, and “No Irish
Need Apply.”

Her face bare of make-up, and her
hair pinned into a bun, “Kate,” a
widow in her fifties, told of her em-
igration from County Cork, and the
long walk with her family from Que-
bec to Boston. In Boston she met
her husband, Seamus, and followed
him to a canal digger’s
job in Lowell and a
scrap lumber shack in
the Acre. There she
bore six children,
scrubbed floors for
Yankee ladies, nursed
fevers, battled anti-
Irish toughs, and en-
dured her greatest
tragedy, the death of
her favorite daughter,
Maura.

After the intermis-
sion, Kate’s creator,
Sharon Kennedy, re-
turned in modern
dress and long blonde
hair as Bridget, an
Irish cook for a dotty
old Brahmin on Bea-
con Hill. Finally,
Kennedy portrayed her own great-
great-grandmother, Mary McDon-
nell O’Suilleabhain, just five feet tall
and a hundred pounds, who was born
in West Cork in 1825 and died on her
Berkshires farm.

Although Irish by blood, Sharon
grew up in a thoroughly American
suburban family on the North Shore
— “I'had to do some real searching to
find my own background.” She began
working as a storyteller 13 years ago.
At first, she was drawn to the folk

tales of other cultures: African,
Haidan, Jewish. “Then I fell in love
with the mystical Irish tales of fairies,
ghosts, selchies, and heroes like Finn
McCool and Cuchulainn. I think Ire-
land has a more vivid Other World
than many cultures because of its his-
tory of oppression and poverty. It’s a
way of making sense of inexplicable
events like a child’s death — 'twas the

Sharon Kennedy fairy folk put a

changeling in the
baby’s cradle.”

In private life,
Sharon Kennedy
lives in a rambling 19th-century farm-
house in Medford with her husband
Paul Lehrman, a musician, composer,
and writer.

As for “Kate O’Connell,” her cre-
ator is proud to report that she's
booked solid.

— KATHLEEN KILGORE

brings “Kate
0’Connell” alive.
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‘Legends’ Still Put In A Hard Day

By PHIL NORVISH
Sentinel Staff

Ludy and Pacy Levine may be
legends in their own time (after all, how
many people have sandwiches named
after them?), but they can still be found
six days a week at 1-19 Main Street, the
latest address of the ‘‘store for men and
boys,” founded by their father, William
Levine in 1891.

Although Ludy is 82 and Pacy, 75,
neither has suffered any diminution in
energy. ‘“‘Ludy is the first one in and the
last one oyt everyday,” vouches
nephew Howard Miller, a grandson of
the founder.

Ludy (a childhood nickname for
Lewis) surveyed the lavish interior of
the newest addition to the store during
an interview the other day and com-
mented, “I don’t want to brag, but they
tell me there's nothing like it in New
England.”

Both men have worked in the store
since they were old enough to help. In
the intervening decades, Ludy and
Pacy have met the fashion needs of
three and four generations in the same
family.

‘“‘Isn’t it unusual to have two brothers
who work so well together?’’ Ludy asks.

Miller, the store’s manager, explains
that the store is their life. “It's their
vocation and advocation. They’ll
outlive me,”" he smiled.

While Howard does most of the buy-
ing for the store, his outgoing uncles
don’t hesitate to advise him. The elder
Levines still attend some shows and
remain keenly active in the business,
but they will leave the store in Miller’s
hands to attend sporting events.

““This is a highly personalized store,”
Ludy continued. “This is where the
sports-minded come — to talk and to
kibitz. It’s all sports in this store — and
we live forit.”

Born in 1898 in Waterville, Ludy at-
tended Waterville schools. Followin
service in World War I, Ludy graduat
from Colby College in 1921. He
remembered: “I helged Dad in the
store afternoons while I was at Colby.”

Pacy (short for Percy) was born in
1905. Also attended public schools. He
graduated from Coburn Classical In-
stitute, and in 1927, from Colby. He, too,

LUDY LEVINE
“Isn’t it unusual to have two
brothers who work so well
together?”’

worked in the store, after his studying
was done.

While at Colby, Ludy was a member
of Alpha Tau Omega. Pacy is a Tau
Delt.

“We got imbued in sports,” Ludy
said, “through our uncle, John ‘Dutch’
Levine. ‘Dutch’ was a member of the
Colby Class of '06. He transferred to
Yale where he was an outstanding
fullback, graduating in 1907.”

Neither Pacir nor Ludy cares for
vacations. ‘““‘Attending sporting events
is our vacation.”

Accompanied by Spat Roy, former
Waterville High coach and veteran
Levine’s employee, and Oren Shiro,
Ludy and Pacy recently traveled to
Orono to watch the Maine-Boston Col-
lege hockey game.

“We take time off for sporting
events,” Lucy said. They leave the
store — even on Saturday afternoon
(the busiest day of the week) — for Col-
by sporting events.

Their lifelong interest in sports pro-
mpted the brothers to form the Ludy
and Pacy Levine Athletic Scholarship.
The scholarship is awarded to scholar
worthy boys graduating from hlfz
schools in Waterville, Winslow, Fair-
field, and Oakland, who plan to enter
Colby.

They continue to
twice a week, as weather
used to be closed Wedne
play golf,” Ludy grinned.

Perennially active in Colby activities,
Ludy and Pacy revived the Colby
Quarterback Club this past fall.

Originally started during Coach
Robert Clifford’s era in the 1950’s, the
club met Monday noon to watch films of
Saturday’s tghame. During the fall,
members gathered Wednesday noon at
the Silver Street Tavern.

Sports-minded all their lives, the
Levines gave new football coach Tom
Kopp high marks. ‘“He’s a good coach,”
they chimed.

Over the years the
good relationships with the presidents
of Colby. Of new President William R.
Cotter, who succeeded Dr. Robert E.L.
Strider last year, Pacy responded in-
stantly: ‘“He impresses me."’

Business at the store is quiet now —
as it is every year at this time. Miller,
who graduated from Colby in 1941,
nevertheless, anticipates a good sprin%.
‘“We’ve bought a lot of new styles, and if
we get a break in the weather, we
should do really well.

“Levine’s is a family store still,”
Miller said. ‘“We’re the only store that
is still old-fashioned minded.”

“We don’t charge interest, and we
don’t want to start charging interest on
accounts,” Miller says. ‘“‘And we don’t
want to start ordering with a computer.

“We like to %:) by our own sense of
style when we buy,” said Miller. “We
feel it. If it's right for us, we buy . . . If
we make a mistake, we want it to be our
mistake — and have fun doing it,” he
laughed.

“When longtime customers meet
Ludy, they have to stay and kibitz with
him,” Miller said. ‘“‘We’re not a big con-
glomerate.”

Miller followed the lead of his popular
uncles and began helping Ludy and
Pacy while still in college. At about the
same time, during the early 1940’s,
Ludy and Pacy were assuming an in-
creasingly greater share of running the
business from their father who died in
1946.

A phenomenon of the last dozen
years, Miller said, is that the younger

lay golf once or
rmits. “We
ay, and we’d

have enjoyed

PACY LEVINE
‘“Attending sporting events is
our vacation.”

L — s e
generation wants the “‘look’ that they
want — not the quality that might last
twice as long. “We're still waiting for
them to outgrow that.”

Corduroy and jeans and other
fashions for the younger style-oriented
customers are displayed in the
Underground department — located
below the floor.

‘““Also in the basement, we still carry
work clothes, the rubbers and
overclothes, that Dad started dling
to woodsmen,” Ludy said. ‘““We never
want to give that up.”

According to Ludy, Christmas sales
were good, but that lack of snow has
resulted in a falling-off in outerwear
sales. ‘‘Just like a good coach, we're
always preparing for each season.

“We’ve always bought eight and nine
months in advance, and we’re still do-
ing it,” Ludy said. “‘Otherwise we don’t
get top selection and deliveries in
time.” Fall fashions were ordered in
January.

Ludy and Pacy remain eager to help
high school athletes choose colleges to
further their education. High school
and college students are also tradi-
tionally hired to help during Christmas
vacation.

Present fulltime personnel is more
than 25 persons, many of whom have
worked for William Levine & Sons for
decades.

The store occupies a prominent posi-
tion at the southern extreme of Main
Street. It is the Levine family “dream
store.”

William Levine opened his first
clothing store in Waterville, at the cor-
ner of Ticonic and Maple streets in 1891.
He had come to this country from
Russia five years earlier.

With a pack on his back he peddled
clothes in New York City. After a six
month trip by foot he reached Boston,
Mass. where he met and, in 1889, mar-

. ried Sara, who became the mother of

eight children making up the Levine
family.

The couple continued to travel north,
through Portland, Augusta, and Water-
ville, and lived in Dexter for three mon-
ths prior to settling in Waterville.

Before opening that first store,
Levine, with a team and wagon, went
on selling trips as far north as Monson,
Strong, and Kingfield.

In 1896 he purchased a clothing store,
owned by Charless E. Lessard, in the
old City Hotel block, downtown. Later
Levine moved to the present site of
Stern’s Department store.

Ludy reported that his father moved
to 20 Main St., site of the former Water-
ville Hardware and Plumbing Supply
Co., and in 1909, across the street to 19
Main St.

“The plaque on the outside is dated
1910,” Ludy explained. ‘‘Because that’s
when Dad faced the building.”

Twenty years later, in 1930, the
founder bought 17 Main St., and put an
archway inside, Ludy gestured. ‘“That
doubled the size of the store.”

In 1934, Mrs. Levine died, and Mrs.
Freda Miller, (the mother of Howard
and sister of Ludy and Pacy) took over
the operation of the family household on
Ticonic Street.

In 1937 William Levine bought out a
grocery store at 15 Main St. After nine
months of extensive renovations, dur-
ing which the interior was gglened up,
the remodeled store was dedicated
November, 1939.

The next major change came in 1961
when a small house on Front Street,
behind the store, was razed, and the
“Colby Corner’’ added.

Hanging proudly on one wall of the

.. .the store is their life. “It’s
their vocation and avocation.
They’ll outlive me.”’

Colby Corner is a 12-by-18-foot mural
the Mayflower Hill Campus. The dir
photograph was taken by Howard N.
Gray, former general manager of the
Morning Sentinel.

Just four months ago, John R.
Hooper, a Colby alumnus and also a
former general manager of this
newspaper, presented the Levine's a
1907 panoramic view of the old Colby
campus.

On another wall in the Colby Corner is
g‘ 1%8 photograph of the Colby Athletic

ield.

Large letters in a sign proclaiming
the “Colby Corner’’ leave no doubt
about the importance their alma mater
continues to play in their lives.

Both are recilelients of the Colby Col-
lege “C” Club Man of the Year Award
— given for ‘““loyalty to athletics and to
the college.” Ludy received his award
in 1957. At the time Pacy received his
award in 1963, it was announced that
the award was being given to the
brother of a previous recipient.

The 65th homecoming weekend in
1969 was dedicated to both of them.

Their enthusiasm is infectious. ‘“How
can we get old when we're with young
people all the time?”’ Ludy asks. Pacy
nods in agreement.

They are an irreplaceable pair.
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It is more than just a
store to us. It is a
dream, since 1891,
fulfilled. It was built of
friendships, new and
old ... of cordial,
pleasant relationships
with those who like to
wear good clothes and
those who made them.

And in the natural
progress of our growth
... In stride with
Waterville and her new
awakenings we have

... togood friends and
good clothes
we dedicate this store

broadened our scope of
size and service to
better a part of this new
era of advancement.

We are proud, of course,
but it is the pride we feel
in the forward march of
our entire community
and in the progress of.
us all.

So, in full appreciation,
we dedicate this store to
our host of friends who
have made it possible.

Ludy and Pacy Levine
and Howard Miller

Without Formality We Cordially -
Invite You and All To Our

7277074

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
May 23, 24, 25

LEY

IN

E'S

THE STORE FOR MEN AND BOYS
And Now For Ladies, Too!
Downtown Waterville
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In the spotlight: The Levines

Longtime Waterville business makes service its priority

By Brenda Seekins
Of the News Staff

WATERVILLE — Ludy Levine sa
that quality, value and service are
grime ingredients for a successful

usiness.

“And number one among them is
service,” he says.

At 93, Ludy (Lewis) Levine and his
brother Pacy (Percy), 86, are fixtures
in Waterville business circles. With
their nephew, Howard Miller, 71, they
manage Levine’s, the oldest and lar-
gest family-owned store in town, and
maybe the state. :é)ecnal in
name-brand men’s and ladies’ cloth-
ing, Levine’s covers more than 25,000
square feet of floor space.

That hasn’t always been the case.

A hundred years ago, the store was
actually operated by their mother,
Sara, from the first floor of the famig
home on Ticonic Street in the Nor
End of the city. For many years, Pol-
ish immigrant William Levine, the
brothers’ father, had been a peddler in
central Maine, delivering merchan-
dise by horse and cart. Ludy traveled
with him, supplying merchandise to
workers at the woolen mills of Fair-
field, Oakland and Vassalboro.

After the store became successful,
William Levine left traveling sales to
concentrate his energy in the store.

For the next 10 years, the store oper-
ated at several Main Street locations,
including one across the street from
the present-day store.

In 1904, Levine’s moved to 19 Main
St., a 20-by-70-foot clothing store that
has seen eight major renovations be-
fore becoming the facility it is today.
Ludy and Pacy recall by year the land
and building acquisitions that first
doubled, then tripled, the store.

In 1961, the brothers’ favorite part
of the store was added in honor of
their alma mater, Colby College. The
Colby Corner is a blend of Colby's J‘)ast
and present, catering to the clothing
needs of young men.

“We're very proud of this,” Ludy
says, as he points out pictures of
Colby’s first campus off College Ave-
nue and Front Street, in view of the
Kennebec River. Amidst the Colby
pictures are the many honors be-
stowed on the brothers including New
England Merchants of the Year in
1961 and the Waterville Chamber of
Commerce Men of the Year Award.
High on the wall above the entrance to
the Colby room is the ‘““largest mural
of a small college campus,” an aerial
view of Colby's Mayflower Hill
campus.

“We're the largest Colby family in
the history of the school,” he says.
“Forty-two members of our family at-

00
PCOCHCOCTARA

ol L

NEWS Photo by Brenda Seekins

Levine brothers Ludy (left), 93, and Pacy, 86, are managers at the store

tended, and 18 or 20 got their diplomas
there. We invite people to come in just
to see our Colby Corner.”

The brothers are known for their
continued service to the college as
well as the youth of the area. Five
generations have been clothed at Le-
vine's, and many still seek the advice
the brothers have to offer. Both of the

brothers attribute their personal lon-
gevity to their contact with youth.

“If you always have contact with
the young, you will never grow old,”
they say. ““They won't let you.”

As avid sports fans, and primaril
Colby sports fans, “We always teﬁ
them (young people), ‘if you go to col-
lege and you love sports, remember

education is number one, but you can
do_golh. if you're dedicaued.'y” they
said.

While family has been a key to suc-
cess for Levine's, Miller says, an
aggressive business style has in-
creased business. Each remodeling
has increased business.

““We’re a volume store. This store is
too big for Waterville, 70 percent of
our volume is from outside the city.
People tell us there’s too much to
choose from, but that's part of the
se;;lce. We have what you want,” he
said.

Since the addition of the Colby Cor-
ner, the basement has become The
Underground, catering to teens.
Mens’ work clothes are still available
amidst the offering of professional
and casual clothing to maintain the
original service begun 100 years ago.
E(;gleié years ago, ladies clothing was
a L

With modernization all around
them, the family clings with pride to
their lack of cash registers. All sales
slips and cash are quickly dispatched
to the business office with the use of
pneumatic tubes.

“We don’t want to compete with the
chain stores,” Ludy says. “If you
serve the public and one tells another
one, you can'’t fail.”




LUDY LEVINE

Levine remains
in rare form

Wawt:rvxll walked rt:gllfm’s in downtown
e and, right away, it was to
see that Ludy Levin ewasinrarem.

He was standing beside a rack of ski jack-
ets, extolling the virtues of quality apparel
to a duo of intent customers.

Morning Sentinel
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He was enjoying himself. After all, this is
what Ludy Levine does best. Salesmanship
has been his forte for decades.

But what makes Levine truly unique is
Ibeiac_tthat,ontheeveofhisuthg:thday.
he's still going strong.

He and his younger brother, Pacy (He’ll
reach his 88th milestone in ApriD), are con-
sidered the ageless wonders of Waterville's
business world.

Ludy Levine will be 94 this coming Mon-
day. Even at that notable age, he remains

roud of the fact that, at Levine’s, he has

nt-g been “the first one in and the last one
out.”

“I don’t think of age,” says the silver-
haired Levine whenever someone refers to
his upcoming birthday. “I want to be active.”

Any plans for next Monday?

“Nothing special,” he replies. “I'll work in
the store. I've got to meet all the cus-
tomers.”

His formula for long life?

Associating with young people, for one
thing, because “young people don’t allow
you to get old.”

Then there’s enthusiasm. Ludy and Pacy
love sports. Both men are graduates of
Colby College (Ludy in 1921 and Pacy in
1927) and have been devoted to their alma
nm';t;r foE yﬁ,ayr:s. g‘bey wouldn’t dream of

ing Colby’s home games in football,
basketball and baseball and they are still
exulting over Colby’s CBB Series triumph
over Bowdoin in football.

At the gridiron contests on Mayflower
Hill, Ludy sits in the press box wﬁe Pacy
paces up and down the sidelines, urging the
White Mules to greater heights.

Exercise plays an important i
Levine’s daily rye?gimen.po TRy S

“I do my exercises religiously svery
morning. It takes me 25 minutes. I do these
muscle-stretching exercises.”

He's a light eater who watches his diet
and thus k his weight down. He avoids
boredom with his six-days-a-week regimen
at the store.

Howard Miller, the store’s general man-
ager and the nephew of Ludy and Pacy,mar-
vels at the durability of his two ace sales-
men.

. “Ludy alwagubeats me in here in the
morning,” he laughs.

' So well known are the Levine brothers
that, in 1989, they were presented the Mid-
Maine Chamber of Commerce’s Distin-
guished Community Service Award. As the
26th recipients of this award, they joined the
ranks of doctors, lawyers, civic leaders and
community giants who have helped make
the Waterville area prominent in Maine.

Ludy Levine loves to take his friends to
“The Colby Corner” in the store, an area
noted for its enlarged photographs of the old
campus on College Avenue and the 12-by-
18-foot mural depicting the Mayflower Hill
campus.

It's in that special area that oldtime Colby

revel in the nostalgia of it all and re-
live their student days.

“I never played sports but I knew all the
athletes personally,” says Ludy.

There are only three boys left in Colby’s
Class of 1921: retired Supreme Court Jus-
tice H.C. Marden, Maurice Coughlin of Oak-
kaxd and Ludy. They're all in their nineties.

With Ludy Levine, conversation flows
smoothly. His memory is flawless. He
recalls names, dates, places, individuals
with ease. In a fast-moving modern world,
he can make the old days seem like yester-

day.
And wheri he talks about the unusual
Ludy-Pacy combination, his eyes twinkle.
“Wherever you go, you won't see brothers
like us, will you?”
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Levine’s shows la

City department
store survives
in the mall era

By DANIEL L. AUSTIN
Sentinel Staff

The first part of Ludy and Pacy
Levine’s secret for running a
personalized department store in
the day of the impersonal mall can
he found in their Waterville Main
.ireet display windows.

In one window, a colorful brand
name spring jacket is marked down
10 $39 and the latest in dress slacks
are marked down to $26. Another
vindow is full of the latest in men’s
ind women'’s fashions. -~

But you will find the real secret
yehind the success of Wm. Levine
«nd Sons Men'’s Clothing inside the
store wearing a three piece suit and
aking care of business. - -

Howard Miller, 73, and Ludy and
dacy’s nephe_'vg,fi gp’;’;vpx:s: qtlxesAt_io'n ;
\fter questioh for his employees,
:omplgtes a real éstate trafisaction
:nd acts as interpreter, friend and
\dvisor to Ludy, 94,'and Paty, 88.

Miller started working at the

tore when he was 10 years and has
jever left. And he has no plans to do

0.

In his 63 years at the store, Miller
\as discovered what it takes for he
nd his two uncles to succeed. And
he trio has managed to survive the
conomy and malls.”. - 3

“Why are we successful?” Miller
sks. “We do our own thl:f here.
Ve offer good service, good styles
nd good buvs

“We go to the city and buy at the

| markets all the time. We stay away

from the kooky stuff. We buy what
people will always like.”

Pacy agrees: “We don’t buy that
hippy stuff. You know, the stuff
those guys wear who shave their
head and have hair sticking up in
the middle like a pineapple.”

Beyond the Levine'’s penchant for
buying quality and fashionable
clothing that will remain in style is
their commitment to service.
Customers do not have walk all over
the store looking for a clerk if they
have a question or need assistance,
according to Miller.

The Levine's sales people do not .

descend on customers the moment
they walk through -the door,
according to Pacy Levine. But if
the customer needs a salesman,
one is never more than a step or
two away. .

Another of the Levines’ secrets is
to pass on savings to their
customers each year.in:the way of

- Tne'men behirid

x -

half-price markdowns on clothing
or odd lots of merchandise that has
not moved during the previous

year.

“We do it to promote traffic in the
store and treat our customers
right,” said Miller, “We've been
doing it for 102 years since Levine’s
first opened.” : ;

But just because the Levines
have developed a habit of doing
things that work for them the same

way year and year, does not mean
they are not open to chahge. .

, On the contrary. J . siod
. Recently the Levines noticed that
their boyswear line was not making
money for-them but their men’s
work clothing was. : Bt
: Consequently, they are dropping

their boys clothing and usin% the -

area that line was housed in to
expand their men’s work wear line.
“We have always sold men’s work

" The behl li'?\ilhe's: Pacy Levine, left, How
. are golng to'close.We've been here for102 years

. Thé Levines

e e ——

N —

3 wd - -
powe
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wear, but we treated it like aus‘ﬁqi
child ‘and kept it in the back,” Millet

'sald. “Now we are bring it out of the

back and expan d.hag 5 .

hé Le dnd Miller also want
toput-an-end to all the rumors
floating around fown that they havé

. plans to close.

“There is no way that we are
going to close,” Miller said. “We've
been here for 102 years and we plan
to be here for another 100 years.”

r
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*'Beritinel pioto by Hon Maxwell
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no way that we -

- er says.
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» Levine’s

Continued from Page 1

Places like Levine's, where
ustomer service comes first, are
carce in Maine now, Libby said.
(e explained that customers come
) the store from the Portland area,
lew Hampshire, even Nova Scotia,
ir personal service and a tailored

Most people who came to
evine's over the years had their
wn special clerk. Often, Miller was
ae only one who would do,
ickford said.

Pointing to a shirt on a rack,
ickford said: “If I said that shirt
‘as pink, they'd say it was blue. If
loward said it was pink, they'd buy

A tape measure around his neck,

liller had just finished with a
ustomer who would only deal with
im, when he spoke about the
pcoming closure.

Miller said he is finding it
ifficult.

“I really thought it was going to
e easy, but it's not. I am missing a
it of the people already. It's a very
ad time,” Miller said. “But my
hildren say they are happy that

they're going to be seeing more of
me.”

The 76-year-old Miller said he
began working at the store when he
was only 10 years old.

“I worked the signing machine,
sending postal cards to farmers.
We used to carry heavy union suits
then, and rubbers, Red Ball brands
for 99 cents. It was the best brand
in those days,” Miller recalled.

“I sold my first suit when I was
13. I remember, it was a Brayeburn
sports suit. I sold it to Gerald
Marsh. He's dead now.”

“After the war, I was going to law
school,” said the Colby graduate.
Instead, Miller went into the Army,
married a woman from North
Africa and returned to work for a
short while in the store.

Before he knew it, he was back in
the fold again.

“I liked it a lot, so I stayed.”

As Miller reminisced, well-
wishers interrupted.

“We've been coming here since
1974. Thanks for all the years,” one
couple said. 5

Stores like Levine's, which used
to blanket main streets across
Maine, are pretty much extinct,
Miller said.

“I'm pretty sure there's no more
stores like us.”

, Closing

Continued from Page 1

othing business.

Levine stayed in New York City for
wout six months selling small items
clothing such as handkerchiefs
1d underwear, house-to-house,
»m a pack on his back.

Over the next six months, he
alked and peddled his way to
oston, where he met someone
ho told him of good opportunities
Maine.

He lived and worked in Augusta
r six months, making occasional
ips to Waterville before he
acided to build a clothing business
i the Elm City.

In October, he returned to
oston to marry Sara Levine and
1ey traveled north to start their
ew life together, first in Dexter. In
:ss than a year, they moved to
laterville.

With a-wagon and a team of
orses, Levine peddled his wares

as far away as Strong, Kingfield
and Monson, visiting woolen mills
in Oakland, Vassalboro and
Fairfield. Meanwhile, Sara ran a
dry goods store on the main floor of
their home on Ticonic Street. This
was the first location of the
Levine's store in Waterville.

One reason it is said Levine did
well is because he spoke Polish,
which was the native language of a
large part of the population of
Winslow at the time.

During the next six or seven
years, the store was moved to the
City Hotel location, then to what is
now the Sterns Center, then to
what was most recently The Maine
Made Shop and finally to Levine's
present location.

By 1939, Levine was 71, director
of the First National Bank and had
extensive real estate holdings, in
addition to the store.

His sons, Ludy and Pacy, both
Colby College graduates, started as
errand boys in their father’s store
and worked their way up through
the business as clerks and buyers,

Sentinel file photo by Dick Maxwell

Left to right, Howard Miller, Ludy Levine and Pacy Levine stand
outside William Levine & Sons men's store in Waterville in this Nov.

16, 1983 photo.

before eventually taking over the
reins of the business.

Miller also grew up in Waterville
and graduated from Colby College. By
the 1960s he, too, had worked his way
up through the ranks and became
general manager of the store,

For more than a century,
Levine's has continued as a one-of-
a-kind store that offers top-of-the-
line clothing, personal service,
tailoring and pressing.

“There’s a complete tailor shop
upstairs and no charge for
alterations,” 20-year Levine
employee Dick Green said with

pride.

“Sometimes peopie would buy ¢
suit, take it up for alterations, and i\
would be ready by the time he
picked out his shirt and tie,” saic
Leonel Libby, a clerk for 45 ye: s a
Levine's. -

Miller said he hopes to rent the
store’s space, once the
merchandise is scld.

Then, in the tradition of the
Levines, to whom sales are
middle name, Miller was stil
selling: “It would make
tremendous furniture store. Ani
there are apartments upstairs.”
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Parade passes Levine’s by

Store that survived four wars is running out of time

tis 5 degrees in Waterville and I am

trying on some sport coats in

Levine's men’s store. It is after
lunch. Levine's is having a sale, Sadly,
it is more than a sale. It Is the death
rattle of a legend. The truth is I will
not much miss the store. I will miss
Howard Miller. Period. I never got to
know the “Boys” as well as I did
Howard. Levine’s the store never held
much of anything that I could use.
Levine’s has always been the watering
hole for “regular guys.” 1 have never
been that. I have a suit and two sport
Icoat‘,s. They don't fit. What's the prob-
em?

A CHANGE IN ATMOSPHERE

So this summer day I'm in my 60s. It
was my daughter's graduation from
;'i:‘ljb!andlwantedtolooknkea“md

That day, Howard Miller was, as my
mother used to say, “chippier.” He was
busy meeting with salesmen, ordering
in the fall and winter stock. Pacy and
Ludy were arguing ball scores. Spats
and Libby were just arguing. 1 ll%ot. my
lsux;.(. %Kkan summer 1994 and life
ooked like a grand parade.

Today it is cold. Moscow cold. There
are few people on the street with heads
bent against the ice-pick wind. Howard
Miller is standing just behind me
watching me fumble through the sport
coats. He is not “chippier.”

Howard has always been amused by
me. He has my number. Howard is a
kind of bartender with a measuring
tape. He knows who his customers are
and what they want. He knows I am
not one of them. He knows that the
teacher I live with sent me here
because there is a sale. He knows how
tight she is because he sold her father
and her brother suits.

He is patient and makes small talk
about how tired he is and how he will
miss it here. He looks around and says
how this place would make a t fur-
niture store. This is like lm“f‘en

View from
the bridge

J.P. Devine

This store is Howard's Carnegie
Hall. 1t is filled with a music that only
he hears. Today Howard hears ghosts.
He hears a dozen generations of Colby
men who grew from teen-agers to
lawyers, from lettermen to doctors. He
hears Lu«:y and Pacy arguwlr';g hthe
8 er, long-ago voices when
pm was just outside the door.

EXPECTING A MIRACLE

Howard and the Uncles Levine have
survived four wars, a t depression
and hundreds of 's menswear
sales. They R?t:e wuiverttih('}w o
Lombardo, Hayworth, Lucy an
Desl, Ed Sullivan, Elvis and Kurt
Cobu;ln. This week they survived Gene
Kelly.

There is a storewide sale on today.
Prices are reduced sharply, the bar-
gains are terrific, but I am the only one
in the store at the moment. 1 can
a radio somewhere. I think it is Doris
Day singing “It's Magic.” I can hear
the ticking of my watch.

Howard is standing by the front door
as though a miracle. He goes
from display case to tie ncktoapifeol
sweaters. Watching him is like watch-
ing a father arranging the clothing of a
child he is about to bury.

et “”"ou.% o0e In the syl of B
meticul ne e style arry
gy by stk oy
C years or a shop
u‘zisulledBoyds,wherelboughtn\y
Brst sports coat.

I look in the mirror. The coat I am

weamgupncﬁal&ﬁwnmewle
and color. lam in a . I have

been to Hong Kong, Tokyo, New York
and L.A. here 1 am trying on a coat
like the one Rosemary DeBranco

A CARNEGIE IAVL

& Howard Miller looks around and
says how this place would make a
great fumiture store. This is like
Itzhak Periman looking out at
Camegle Hall and saying how it
would make a nice bowling alley.

W He goes from display case to tie
rack to a plle of sweaters,
Watching him Is like watching a
father arranging the clothing of a
child he is about 1o bury.

-
threw up on outside the Velvet Freeze

on Christmas Eve. I bear ghost music.
I hear my own parade passing by.

NEW KIDS IN TOWN

Now it's 1996 and the parade has
passed Levine's R It's not Howard's
fault or the le Levine family
that made this corner something more
than just a place where the sidewalk
ends. Parades move faster now. You
used to be able to hear it coming down
the street. You had time to get ready.
Not any more,

Howard is watching the street. He
remembers when there was a hard-
ware store over there. Now the build-
ing is a Mayan ruin. All that is missing
are the vines and some monkeys.

Howard is remembering when the
world was full of chocolate malts, Sen
Sens, Camel smoke and Benny
Goodman

There .'renewmmmamg::vu-y-
ing to get up ano e.
Howard and Ludy mmcy won't be
marching in this one. They had their
touchdowns, their home runs. For over

105 years the Levines sank the ball
from outside the t while the
crowds cheered. could use 3 Hail

Mary pass now but none s comiug “n
your feet. A legend is passing by.

L.P. Devine lives in Waterville.

n
l
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“Everybody’s looking
(for jobs). Everybody
knows.”

—employee

Levine’s
closing
rumored

By JOE RANKIN
Sentinel Staff
WATERVILLE — Rumors that
Levine’s clothing store is

vanenbtto“
going out of business have uoprd
up periodically for the past five
yemw This time they well be

e.

“I am contemplating (closlng
down). That's all it is right now is
contemphtlng — and a rumor.
Rl(bt now I'm open. Call me in

three weeks and I'll have a definite
answer,” store manager Howard A.
Miller said Th 3

Levine’s, formally known as
William Levine & Sons Mens
Cl has been a fixture of Main
Street for over a century. And over
the past 10 years it has watched as
other department stores like
Sterns and Butler’s fell like domi-
noes to strip mall competition.

The menswear store is
the last specimen in Maine of a
dying breed — the full-service,

-owned haberdashery offer-
lng a broad spectrum of quallty

AzLevinesul lcwﬂlmu
mnyou(or:co::.pg)'nu
the best color shirt proper

ue!ogowithl!—nndukyoulww
you're set for underwear.
While Miller was noncommittal

on the possibility of a
employeu tha han% on
"Evorybody‘l loo (for jobs).

Nr{body knows,"” one work- -
er who admits he's dirculating

resumes.,

Business has been noticeably
slow over the past couple of
months and no new

merchandise is
eomhxtntot.hanon.uuomploy

Levine's passing would not only

be the end of an era for Waterville

but would leave a notice-

able hole on the south end of an
battered Main Street.

“It's kind of a rock on that end of
town,” said Mid-Maine Chamber of
Commerce President David
Savage. “I'd hate to see it close; it's
the only place you can get custom
mens’ clothing.

“If it's true, it's a loss for the
whole state. They're wonderful

% . It's been a great member of
usiness community for gener-
Aﬂom

The store was founded b

William Levine, a Russian
rant who peddled his clothes
roughout New England before

settling in Waterville over a centu-

ry ago.

He founded his first store at the
corner of Ticonic and Maple
Streets in 1891. The store moved
several times before it settled at 19
Main St. in 1904. C

'l'heuoremnmfordmduby
Levine’'s sons, Ludy and Pacy
Levine, brothers now in their 90s
who still come in to the store to
help out. Miller, their nephew, has
worked in the store since he was 10

years old.

The mmon of bevlne s tg:unm:
closing firs
of the 1909 elolln ol Sterns
Department store, also on Main
Street. They proliferated when

Butler's Department Store closed
in early 1994,
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.. talks to resume Feb.
.+ 26 in Maryland.
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SAD 49 theft

9 Police press their investigation of tt
of dollars from school-affiliated orgai
funds, including sports boosters.

@entral Maine
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Council OKs

closing sale
for Levine’s

Sentinel Staff
WATERVILLE — Levine’s, a

shopping institution in downtown :

Waterville since 1891, was given

its final closing papers by the City

Council Tuesday night.

A closmgout sale license was
approved  for William Levine &
Sons to be held on Feb. 20 and for
60 days thereafter, according to
the application.

- Words of support and reluctance
were verbalized. .by Councilor
Joseph M. Jabar Jr., D—Ward2

~ “I'm going to vote for this, but I
do so with a great deal of sadness.
This isn’t just another store on
Main Street, this is an institution
in Waterville,” Jabar said.

-Jabar was also quick to point out
that money was not the problem.

-“This is not being done for eco-
nomic reasons, there’s just no
one to carry on the torch. I'd like
to  acknowledge  everything
Levine's has meant to the com-
munity and every contribution
Pacy and Ludy (Levine) have
mage to the community,” Jabar
Sai

sovernt

President Clinton huddles with Delaware Gov. T
addressing the Natlonal Governors' Associati
Tuesday. The governors unanimously recomm
Medicaid they say would guarantee coverage for tt
and give states flexibility to design their own progr.
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Closing of LLevine’s would be
momentous loss for Waterville

'n the short run, the likely demise of
Levine’s clothing store on Main Street
is a serious blow to downtown
Waterville and its efforts to remain vital
in the face of tough competition from
mini-malls and national

ed by local families may be a dyins
breej. But the attention to (Kuali an
rsonal service exemplified by
vine's can never be duplicated by a
national chain with thousands of outlets.
The institutional memo-

retail giants such as Wal- just isn't there. Nor is

Mart. END OF AN ERA e commitment to com-
But the closing of munity.

Levine's — which came | ® The loss of Levine's would That commitment has

a ste close}: to Ealtlhty ﬂ;oar:muz\w mﬂnﬂlh:‘l;? gl%ara&terized FI;)evine’s

Tuesday night wi e of yet another downtown : m the start. For more

approval of a “closing- :;wm'm.d‘“"‘ than a century, the his-

out sale” license by the
City.  Council — would

H The attention to quality and

tories of Waterville and
of Levine's have paral-

Libby’s view

mean much more than
the loss of yet another
downtown store. It
would be a momentous
event in local history, a
sea change in the very

personal service exemplified
by Levine's can never be
duplicated by a national chain
with thousands of outlets. The
institutional memory just isn't
there. Nor is the commitment

leled and informed one
another. Russian immi-
grant William Levine
opened his first store at
Ticonic and Maple

. to community.
complexion of

streets in 1891, and the
business has been at its

Waterville.

As things now stand,
the store at the foot of Main Street
seems destined to join a long list of
retail landmarks that have disappeared
from the face of Maine.

Clothing institutions such as
Dunham’s of Maine, Sterns and Butler's
in Waterville, the original Porteous and
Benoit's stores in Portland, and
Freese's in Bangor all have fallen by the
wayside over the past 10 or 15 years.
The passing of Levine’s would complete
the grim cycle.

Department stores owned and operat-

current site, 19 Main St.,
since 1904. Levine's
sons, Ludy and Pacy, now in their 90s,
ran the store for decades. Their
nephew, Howard A. Miller, who has
worked at Levine’s since he was 10, is
the current manager.

Alas, he apfarently will be the last. As
City Councilor Joseph M. Jabar Jr.
lamented the other night, “there’s just
no one to carry on the torch.”

We wish it weren't so, and that there
might yet be a way to save Levine’s.
Without it, Waterville will never be quite
the same again. 3

Son of
That's the sul

Q flat-tax scheme a go«
= idea?

A. No. It's a one-size-fits-all re
pyramid shell game, worthy of &
row placement in the Ponzi Hall
Fame, ializing the fid
trickster who turned his pyrami
into a fortune before it inevitabl
crashed.

Q. Who was Ponzi?

A. Charles Ponzi was a 1920s
swindler who set up shop in Bo:
and took money from investors,
he repaid with fresh money fror
investors. The early birds doubl
mohey in 90 days; the late arriv.
creamed and lost everything. P\
went to prison and died broke i1
without ever getting to run for j
dent on the get-rich-quick platfc

Q. Why is Forbes' flat tax a
scheme in reverse?

A. Because so many people tl
flat tax will eliminate or reduce
tax hill If evervhadv nave lace

Is Malcolm “Steve” |
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Letters

Forests can be profitable without clear-cuts

ecently state Rep. Walter

Gooley gave a talk in which he
stated that though they may be
abused, clear-cuts can be a tool of
responsible forestry. I strongly dis-
agree. Clear-cutung in the Maine
woods is only a tool by which people
make a lot of money fast without
any regard for the future of the for-
est or the people who work there.

Recently the U.S. Forest
Service reported that in Maine,
wood is being removed from the
forest at almost twice the rate it is

rowing. Is this sustainable
orestry? Employment in the
woods has dropped 40 percent in
the last 10 years. Is this sustain-
ing our communities? Nearly all
of the bird species that require
mature forests are experiencing
population declines. Are we tak-
ing good care of the ecosystem
that supports all of us?

Study after study has shown that
foresis with many different age and
size classes produce more fiber per
year than single-age forests.
Forests are three-dimensional.
Without being 3-D, forests use sun-
light inefficiently If the foresters
were really interested in getting
the most growth each year, there
would be no clear-cutting.

Gooley uses the spruce bud-

| WHEN WRITING

® The Morning Santinel encour-
ages letters to the editor. All
letters are subject to editing,
and those that are too long, dif-
ficult to read, or lack a signa-
ture, address or phone number
may not be published. Mail let-
ters to: Letters, The Morning
Sentinel, 25 Sliver St
Waterville, Maine 04901, Our
e-mail address — msedit @bid-
deford.com — also may be
used.

worm outbreak of the 1970s as an
example of the need for clear-cut-
ting and spraying poisonous
chemicals throughout the woods.
What he neglected to mention is
that it was poor forest practices,
primarily cutting techuiques that
created balsam fir-dominated
forests, that were responsible for
the budworm outbreak, and that
spraying pesticides prolonged the
outbreak and made it much
worse He also neglected to say
that the cutting practices also
eliminated many of the natural

predators of the budworm, which
also contributed to the intensity
and long duration of the outbreak.

It is doublespeak to say clear-cut-
ting saves the Maine woods when it
is clear-cutting that caused the
problems in the first place.

For over 100 years whenever an
environmental regulation has been
proposed, the forest products indus-
try has gone through the woe-is-me
routine and said that the regulations
will put us out of business. But the
regulations have been enacted,
some of the abuses of the forests, air
and water have been banished, and
the forest products industry contin-
ues to roll along. This year many of
the companies are reporting record
profits. After 100 years of caing
wolf, why should we believe them
this time?

The forests of Maine can be man-
aged profitably without clear-cut-
ting. Many people do it right now,
and get higher per acre/per year
yields than do people who clearcut.
If we ban clear-cutting, the forests
will be healthier and more produc-

tive. There will . more employ-
ment in the woods. And the wild crit-
ters will thank us. Think about it. :

Greg Gerr‘tt
Industry

Waterville hard to imagine without Levine’s

I t's with great sadness that I read in the paper of the

possible closing of Levine's.

I can't imagine Waterville without Levine's. Where
else can you shop for good quality clothing at a fair

price and receive free alterations?

At Levine's the salespeople know us personally.
They ask about our families and have watched our chil-
dren grow up. You can actually call for an item when
you can't get in there, They know your size and taste in
clothing and drop the item off to you on their way

home.

How many out there may have had a difficult spell

of dollars?

and how have we shown our appreciation? How many
of you go to Portland or Freeport just to save a couple

Come on, people, how many more local businesses

must we lose before we get it?

Where ig our loyalty? We should be giving local mer-
chants the first chance at our dollars.

If we look at all of the benefits, it's usually worth spend-
ing a few extra dollars in order to keep business here.

We're community — we're family, let's support each

other for a more vibrant economy right here in the

financially. However, Howard made sure your children

had a warm coat for the winter,

Levine's has always been there to accommodate us,
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Greater Waterville area.

Lana L. Plaisted
Waterville
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What's Happening Winslow Sports
Library weighs options Not |
9 Repairs to the former Happy Wheels roller rink may 1 7 Sho
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Levine’s ‘family’ remembe
Clothier’s

staff, clients
rue its end

By DARLA L. PICKETT
Sentinel Staff

WATERVILLE — The young
Colby College freshman walked
into Levine’s in 1946 in search of a
new suit.

When he left the store he had a
whole lot more.

Arthur O’Halloran’s shopping
bag was stuffed with the suit, a
pair of slacks, a jacket, underwear,
and a top coat. His head was filled
with the history of Waterville,
Colby College and the Red Sox.

Ludy Levine had practiced his
well-known sales wizardry on
O’Halloran those 50 years ago with
a grace and style thousands will
remember as the 105-year-old
store’s history comes to a close
this spring.

“Ludy was very attentive,
hospitable, and slightly
inquisitive,” every ounce the
gentleman, O’Halloran recalled.

“I remember, it was the fall of
1946, one of the rare times the Red
Sox were in the World Series. In
addition to finding out all about
Waterville and Colby, we had a
great discussion on the Red Sox’s
chances against the Cardinals,”
O’Halloran said.

“I've shopped there ever since,”
said O’Halloran, today the vice
president of Boothby & Bartlett
4= Co. in Waterville. )

el O'Halloran’s is a story repeated T S UPIIRICR LI P PRI AP DUt WL R




- Over the past
century by customers of the
specialty clothing store that was
opened by William Levine in 1891.

The store remained in the
family, passed to sons, Pacy and
Ludy Levine and eventually
§rundson, Howard Miller. With no
amily left to take over the helm,
the store will close as it _has
operated, with dignity.

The family touch is reflected in
the loyalty of employees at the
store, many of whom boast
careers of 25, 35 and 45 years.

“They treated us like family.
Howard was like a dad away from
home,” said Joan Bickford, a clerk
at the store for nearly 30 years.

Bickford said Miller’s mother,
Alfreda, would call and ask how
business was going.

“'Go get a pizza and come on
up,’ Freda would say,” Bickford
recalled. “The grandchildren
would come in all the time. We
took them for ice cream, wheeled
them up and down the walk,
changed their diapers. We didn’t
have to, we wanted to. We were
just part of the family,” Bickford
said.

The giving went both ways,
Bickford said.

“Howard was always asking
about the grandchildren, or ‘How’s
your mother doing?’ If you were
home sick, he would call and ask if
you needed soup or anything,”
Bickford said.

Leonel Libby, a 45-year veteran
clerk remembered the bond
between salesmen.

17| ICLOTHIRG

Howard Miller, store manager, carries an armfu! of

Street in Waterville.

“We used to go to Cyr's

drugstore across the street. That's |
gone now. We'd go for a 1%-hour

lunch, we'd eat and then go play
pool for an hour,” Libby
remembered. He said-downtown
stores used to honor a 10-percent
discount for salespeople in other
stores on Main Street.

Beatrice Hafenecker, a price
marker with Levine’s for 45 years,
was spending her day off
Wednesday visiting with Pacy and
Ludy Levine because the
housekeeper was away.

Dana Bolduc, sales clerk at
Levine's for 30 years, said it will be
difficult to close the store.

“You become attached. You
become family. You spend more
time at the store than with your
own family. You know how
everybody thinks, how everybody
feels. It's a good bunch to work
with, otherwise people wouldn’t
stay there 30 or 40 years,” Bolduc
said.

Levine's represents a way of life
that will be gone when it closes,
Libby said.

“You used to stand and talk with
customers a little bit, about their
family, about sports. Now, young
people don't like to talk. They want
to go in to a store, buy their
clothes and leave. Always in a
hustle,” Libby said.

More on LEVINE'S, Page 2

Howard Miller's grandfather, William Levine, second from left,
stands in front of the store he founded in Waterville, in this photo
taken before the turn of the century. The store later became William

Levine family photo

Levine & Sons after Ludy and Pacy Levine entered the business.

jackets en}d pants at William Levine & Sons on Main

Sentinel photo by Ron Maxwell

Salesman Leonel Libby sorts merchandise in the pants department

at Levine's men’'s store.

With no one to carry on,
Levine’s ready to close

By DARLA L. PICKETT
Sentinel Staff

WATERVILLE — The men’s
clothing store that has stood
secure in downtown Waterville for
105 years has officially announced
it will close its doors on an era.

Owner Howard Miller said the
store will be closed Monday,
Tuesday ‘and Wednesday for
inventory preparations and
reopen Thursday to begin final
close-out sales.

“What a tragedy,” said David
Savage, executive director of the
Mid-Maine Chamber of
Commerce, echoing the
sentiments of many.

“It will certainly leave a large,
looming hole downtown if the
building is not reutilized,” Savage
said.

Mayor Ruth Joseph said she has

shopped at Levine's for years.

“I think it's very sad to have
Levine's closing. We will mis:
them. Where else can you bu)
quality garments and enjoy the
personal atlention?” Josepti
asked.

Miller said the store is no
closing for economic reasons, bu
because there is no famil
member who wishes to carry o1
the tradition his grandfather
William Levine, began in 1891.

Now 76, Miller is ready to retire
His uncles, Lewis (Ludy), 97, an«
Percy (Pacy), 91, had bee)
running the business along wit
Miller, but have since retired.

Born in Russia, the 18-year-ol
William Levine came to thi
country from Poland in 1884 an
immediately started in th

More on CLOSING, Page 2
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e Levine’s

Continued from Page 1

Places like Levine’s, where
customer service comes first, are
scarce in Maine now, Libby said.
He explained that customers come
to the store from the Portland area,
New Hampshire, even Nova Scotia,
for personal service and a tailored
fit.

Most people who came to
Levine’s over the years had their
own special clerk. Often, Miller was
the only one who would do,
Bickford said.

Pointing to a shirt on a rack,
Bickford said: “If I said that shirt
was pink, they'd say it was blue. If
Howard said it was pink, they'd buy
i

A tape measure around his neck,
Miller had just finished with a
customer who would only deal with
him, when he spoke about the
upcoming closure.

Miller said he is finding it
difficult.

“I really thought it was going to
be easy, but it’s not. I am missing a
lot of the people already. It’s a very
sad time,” Miller said. “But my
children say they are happy that

they're going to be seeing more of
me.”

The 76-year-old Miller said he
began working at the store when he
was only 10 years old.

“I worked the signing machine,
sending postal cards to farmers.
We used to carry heavy union suits
then, and rubbers, Red Ball brands
for 99 cents. It was the best brand
in those days,” Miller recalled.

“I sold my first suit when I was
13. I remember, it was a Brayeburn
sports suit. I sold it to Gerald
Marsh. He’s dead now.”

“After the war, I was going to law
school,” said the Colby graduate.
Instead, Miller went into the Army,
married a woman from North
Africa and returned to work for a
short while in the store.

Before he knew it, he was back in
the fold again.

“I liked it a lot, so I stayed.”

As Miller reminisced, well-
wishers interrupted.

“We've been coming here since
1974. Thanks for all the years,” one
couple said.

Stores like Levine's, which used
to blanket main streets across
Maine, are pretty much extinct,
Miller said.

“I'm pretty sure there’s no more
stores like us.”

e Closing

Continued from Page 1

clothing business.

Levine stayed in New York City for
about six months selling small items
of clothing such as handkerchiefs
and underwear, house-to-house,
from a pack on his back.

Over the next six months, he
walked and peddled his way to
Boston, where he met someone
who told him of good opportunities
in Maine.

He lived and worked in Augusta
for six months, making occasional
trips to Waterville before he
decided to build a clothing business
in the Elm City.

In October, he returned to
Boston to marry Sara Levine and
they traveled north to start their
new life together, first in Dexter. In
less than a year, they moved to
Waterville.

With a-wagon and a team of
horses, Levine peddled his wares

as far away as Strong, Kingfield
and Monson, visiting woolen mills
in Oakland, Vassalboro and
Fairfield. Meanwhile, Sara ran a
dry goods store on the main floor of
their home on Ticonic Street. This
was the first location of the
Levine's store in Waterville.

One reason it is said Levine did
well is because he spoke Polish,
which was the native language of a
large part of the population of
Winslow at the time.

During the next six or seven
years, the store was moved to the
City Hotel location, then to what is
now the Sterns Center, then to
what was most recently The Maine
Made Shop and finally to Levine's
present location.

By 1939, Levine was 71, director
of the First National Bank and had
extensive real estate holdings, in
addition to the store.

His sons, Ludy and Pacy, both
Colby College graduates, started as
errand boys in their father’'s store
and worked their way up through
the business as clerks and buyers,

Sentinel file photo b

Left to right, Howard Miller, Ludy Levine and Pacy Le\
outside William Levine & Sons men's store in Waterville i

16, 1983 photo.

before eventually taking over the
reins of the business.

Miller also grew up in Waterville
and graduated from Colby College. By
the 1960s he, too, had worked his way
up through the ranks and became
general manager of the store.

For more than a century,
Levine’s has continued as a one-of-
a-kind store that offers top-of-the-
line clothing, personal service,
tailoring and pressing.

“There’s a complete tailor shop
upstairs and no charge for
alterations,” 20-year Levine
employee Dick Green said with

pride.

“Sometimes peopie
suit, take it up for alter =
would be ready by t!
picked out his shirt ar
Leonel Libby, a clerk fo
Levine's.

Miller said he hopes
store’s space, (
merchandise is sold.

Then, in the tradi

‘Levines, to whom -

middle name, Mille
selling: “It would
tremendous furnitur:
there are apartments u
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Levine’s
lives on

in lobster '

l splurged Lhis week and bougiit
myself a pair of lohster pants

Thal’s nght. lobster pants

Thex're ecru thight tan with 104
bright-red (cooked?) lobsters
erbroidered all over them.

Shaaarp threads Actualiy. I'm
wearing them as | write this col-
urnn. Could you tell?

I bought them Thursday on the
first day of Levine s closing sale
And what a deal — $75 marked
down 10 $8.99 A tidy 88 pereent off

I've always gotlen a charge nul of
pents such as these Sure. when |
didn’t have a pair, I Jaughed at
them. But nol anymore

Of course, many of vou have sim-
ller siacks. Maybe yours have litte
waales or shamrocks or eriss-
crossed golf clubs or nautical Rags.
Perfect for the country club

True. my only affiliation with any
thing whose name includes the jel
lers "C.C." has been as a bartender
pouring Canadian Club at a private
golf and tennis club for two vears in
the mid-'80s.

But no one else knows that. O
vould believe it. Not when Lthey see
e sporting my new lobster pants.

Only certain guys can get away
with wearing slacks such as lhese.
On Thursday, I decided to become
one of them. All while getting
change back from my 10.

I have a brother-in-law who regu-
{zrly drops 60 or 70 bucks for pants

lice these. He once spent a hundred

Morming Sentinel. Saturoay, Fepruary 24 199E

| wonder if he'd be willing to part
with them. 1 might be looking to
expand my collection
As | decided whether to add
embroidered lobsters lo my other
wise humdrum, mostly-khakis-
without-embroidery wardrobe, |
thought about what opportunities [
might have to wear crustacean-cov
ered pants
At first, the list seemed rather
short
* W Anytime ] wanted Lo Jook nch
Only rich people would dare wear
pants covered with anvthing but
,paint or grease
M As a coslume on Halloween or

. if I ever get to Mardi Gras.

B And any other time 1 want to
look like an even bigger poofball |
Should warn my colleagues at the

-Morning Sentinel Work will be

Aamong Lthose times
Then | decided there was o

. grealer reason {or buving artlno

, pod-covered pants
They are a souvenir. a remem-
_brance, a keepsake (rom the soon-
to-be-gone days when Wm Levine &
Son was Main Street i Waterville

The comerstone.

A slore the likes of which this
area will never see again after the
merchandise is sold and the lights
g0 down for good.

A store whose three owners —
Ludy and Pacy Levine and their
nephew, Howard Miller — have
lived a combined 264 years

I always will remember them as
the only men ever to ask. “How vou
fixed for underwear”" as they
would ring up my purchases.

Even as the 105-year-old store
holds a liguidation sale, it remains
a throwback to the days when there
was still some style. some savvy,
some sophisticalion tu shopping.

And lo a time when people were
proud to dress well and private
about what they paid to do so

Today, the first thing most of us

say after showing off some new
clzlhing is to brag about how little
we paid for it at some discount
house.

Money, of course, is light ali
over. And the fate of places like
Levine's was sealed once we
adopted a “cheap-is-best, quality-
be-damned” approach to putting
clothing on our backs.

We've always known Levine's
as a higher-end store that
charges higher-end prices. But
how many of us over the last few
years have bought anything there
that wasn’t on sale?

Nobody pays full price anymore.

“I've lived here 76 years and
have never been able lo afford
this place,” a Winslow man said,
laughing as he prepared to cross
Front Street and enter Levine's
through the rear door.

"Are Lhe sale prices any good in
there? They'd have to come down
awful far "

The closing of Levine's is
different than, say, news that
Skowhegan will icse Ames in
March and Kmart in May.

Oul of those closures, 106
employees will be stripped of jobs,
which, of course, 1s tragic at a
time when jobs are at a premium.

So Wal-Mart wins in
Skowhegan.

Any maybe in Waterville, too. It
and 2ll the other stores from here
to Portland and Bangor that sell
clothing for pennies on a Levine’s
dollar.

I guess it will accomplish
nothing to mourn the loss of
Levine's. The full-line, full-service
department slore is a relic. Cheap
is’now chic. Service, who needs
it?

Yes, we ali feel for longtime
Levine's employees.

Yes, we worry about a large,
empty storefront darkening Main
Street

Yes, we are wailting to see how
downtown and the Concourse will
Jook and funclion once Shop 'n
Save moves by August into bigger
digs on Kennedy Memoriai Dnve.
A move that will elevate Ames to
the position of downtown anchor

So long, Levine’s. You enjoyed a
long life, which now apparently
must come to an end.

We should all look at this as an

opportunity to be a part of history
by buying a part of hislory a
marked-down coat, suit, shirt, tie,
scarf, pair of shoes, pair of socks,
swimming suit or wallet.

And, if you really search.
something a littie different that’ll
be vour /asting keepsake of
Levine's.

Maybe a black leather jacket if
you're otherwise not the black
leather type.

Or a Speedo-type swimming
suil if you're one who would look

better swimming in a black
leather jacket.

Or a fancy umbrella, one with a
brass handle shaped like s duck's
head.

Just don’t bother asking where

-they keep the lobster pants The

last pair, they're already mine.

Anthony F. Cristan
Is @ Sentinel ecitor.



End of Era in Waterville, Maine

NEW YORK — After more thun 105 years, the venerable Waterville, Maine, retailer Levine's is calling it quits.

The store, founded in 1891 by William Levine, has been passed down through three generations of Levines and
up until recently was still staffed by William’s sons, Ludy and Percy. At ages 97 and 91, respectively, the brothers
ana their nephew, Howard Levine, have decided to shutter the store.

“I'm the baby of the family and I'm 76,” Howard Levine explained. “So between us that's about 264 years and
we think it's about time to quit.”

Both Levine and his uncles have worked in the store since they were about 10 years old. “I wus here before and
after college and although 1 was always away for aimost five years during World War 2, I came back when it was over.”

The 30,000-square-foot unit, located on Main Street in downtown Waterville, has been a moderate-to-better
retailer offering labels such as Kingsford, Botany 500, Burberrys, Evan-Picone, Arrow, Pendleton and Woolrich.

“Over the years, we have kriown many families who've helped us when we needed it and we've helped them
when they needed it,” Howard Levine said. “ We helped the town, and the town has helped us. This is a very heart-
breaking thing for some peopie, and they've come in here since we announced it and have broken out into tears.”

~DON KAPLAN

INTERNATIONAL FASHION BOUTIQUE SHOW

MARCH 16-19, 1996 Immediate  Early Fall —

INTERNATIONAL KIDS FASHION SHOW

MARCH 1720, 1996  Fall * Back-(o-School

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MEN'S SPORTSWE

MARCH 17-20,1996  (a Schimel Co. production)-

INTERNATIONAL FASHION FABRIC EXHIBITlON

MARCH 18-20, 1996  Spring * Summer 97 —

REGISTER TODAY!
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Levine’s employees remember good times

he employees of Levine’s
would like to thank Howard
Miller and Ludy and Pacy Levine
for not just the years of employ-
ment but for the second family
they have given us and the lifelong
friendships we have made.
We have all enjoyed the time
spent with them.
We have laughed, cried and
laughed again.
We have walched our families
, children marry and have
ies of their gwn.
We have watched Ludy and Pacy
hold court in the shoe department,

RINSE ‘N VAC

*8.99

Same Day Rental

$5S$SFPESTSSSSFSSS PSS PSSSSFS$SSS
New and Existing Business

Owners

j FAIRFIELD, MAINE:

* The town of Fairfield has established a Revolving Loan

' Fund to assist new and existing businesses in Fairfield.

These funds will be administered by K.V.C.0.G. Loans
are not to exceed $150,000.

For more information contact:
Kennebec Valley Council of Governments
Dana Sumner, RLF Manager
17 Main Street, Fairfield, Maine 04937
Phone: (207) 453-4258 Ext. 13

we have watched the Miller chil-
dren and grandchildren grow up
right before our eyes.

Our faces have changed through
the years, but our respect and
admiration for them has held true.
We have been their first team and
are proud of it.

And from the many other
employees who have come and
gooe through the years, thanks for
the memones.

The above letter is from Bea
Hafenecker, an employee of 45
years; Lionel Libby, 44 years;
Dana Bolduc, 34 years; Joan

POOLS =

Bickford, 29 vyears; Della
Boulerte, 27 years; Bob Dumont,
23 years; Dick Green, 20 years;
Faye Kiichin, 16 years; Betsy
Soule, 16 years; Rick Talboi, 15
years; Betiv Loubier, 15 years;
Carolle Builer, 14 years; Joe
Thertauli, 12 years; Bruce
Willett, 11 years; Diane
Bertrand-Giicor:, i1 years;
Marile¢ Perkins, 10 years; Derik
Saucier, six years; Terry
Paullente, eight years: Reggie
Davis, six years; Mary Cory,
three years; Carole Levine, three
years; Ralph Veilleux, two years,
and Andy Bourge!, two years.

SPAS « ACCESSORIES

AQUARIUS POOLS

PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR ANY ABOVE GROUND POOL BY
APRIL13TH AND YOU WiLL RECEIVE A FREE AUTOMATIC
POOL CLEANER - $300.00 WALUE.
AQUARIUS POOLS & SPAS

AUGUSTA RD. WINSLOW

W, FREE AUTO
 POOL
CLEANER ¢
UNTIL ¢
APRIL
13TH

STIHOSS3IIOV « SYdS » S100d

872.5827

____MARCH HOURS: TUES - FRI9.5SAT 9.3

INGOME TAX

LAYAWATS
90 DAYS

SAME AS CASH!

Special
Purchase from

with any
mattress set
purchased:
+ Steel Bed
Frame
- * Pillow(s)
FEETY e Flat Sheet
499.95 . Fitted Sheet
* Pillow
Case(s)
i1 » Mattress Pad
.9 * Delivery «
—— Removal of old
1 bedding
* Removal of
Bed Packaginglf

)
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-
-
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$299.95
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;lhe Store’ ’was more than
a business for Levine family

have been ing all the
aovaeper ibow the Naperiiing
t ndi
:y‘ umfn’?mw 4
my ; ate
all of the wonderful fe:&gs that
have been shared by your
reporters and by some of the
Waterville citizens. Closing our
store has been a difficult decision
for our family, but a decision with
mch we are all quite comfort-
Recently I traveled to
Waterville to “work” in the store
one last time. It was a bittersweet
time talking to customers and
enn:oyau But as I drove back to
my home in New York, I was
flooded with memories that I'd

us, has been more than a busi-
ness —it bas always been an
extension of our homes. My two
sisters and I and almost every rel-
ative have worked in The Store
during high school, during sum-
mers, or over a Christmas break.
1 was the only one who went into
retalling for a short time in the
late '60s after college in New York
City. None of us lives in
Waterville, as you know, but when
we regroup there for summer
vacations and family events, we
always gather at The Store, which
has always been like a community
center for us. It's where we
touched base with old friends as
they've shopped or dropped in to
vigit our great-uncles Ludy and
Pacy or our Dad, Howard. And
we've always done all of our shop-
for husbands and sens at

¢'s, 80 now we, too, have to
find a new place to shop.

I want to take this opportunity,
on behalf of all my sisters and rel-
atives, to thank all of your readers
who have shopped at our store
over the past 100 years. Levine's
could never have lasted as long as
it did without the Joyal customers
whom we have had the pleasure
to serve. Many of our customers
became our good friends over the
years and we have watched chil-
dren grow up and become adults,
moving from our boys' depart-
ment into men’s. We have shared

year to say “Hi” to every-
one have always been eagerly
greeted by all, but especially
Uncle Ludy, who seems to
student
who ever speat five utes in
The Store. Thank you for sharing

[WHEN WRITING

rl The Morning Sentinel
encourages letters to the edi-
tor. All letters are subject to
editing, and thosa that are 100
long, difficult to read, or lack a
signature, address or phone
number may not be published.
Mail letters to: Letters, The
Moming Sentinel, 25 Silver
St, Waterville, Maine 04901.
Our e-mall address — msed-
It @biddeford.com — also may
be used.,

L
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your lives with all of us.

I'd also like to thank our
employees who have truly been
family to us, Pon!lofusngtng
up in The Store, some of the
employees have been & part
of our lives forever. We've grown
up together. There are too many
to mention here, but these are
some that | remember. Some are
no longer working —Dave
Guimond, Ed Morrisette, Lydia
Bolduc, the dynamo of the boys’
department so many ago,
Estelle Verzoni, H Aldrich,
Joyce Joseph, Freddie Schenck,
Rick Levesque, Jerry Thibeau,
Lorette Pomerleay, and Gert
from the tailor shop. If it hadn't
been for Gert fini my eighth-
grade home ec skirt, I'd never
have passed.

There are loyal employees who
remain, but some have bean with
us for over 30 years, and have
been so much a part of my life
that I will really miss them. These
are Bea Heffeneckker, Rick from
the office, “Libby,” Dana Bolduc,
Joanne Bickford a;xg Bobby
Dumont. We have up
together and wazchefown each
other’s lives develop. Some of our
employees will now retire and all
of us wish them the very best, but
somme of our employees will be
looking for jobs in your stores and
businesses. I hope that you will
remember when they come to
interview, that they have been
trained by the best, Howard. You
will have a tough act to follow
because he’s been a terrific
“boss,” but you'll be hiring a great
g:rson. trained to alwuys remem-

r that the customer s No. 1.

Thank you, Waterviile, for
enriching all of our lives with your
patronage and your friendship. We
need to find a new place to meet.

Sars Miller Armon
West Plaine NV




Losing Levine’s

Traditions die hard in Maine, and their

passings have an extra poignancy about |

them. for Maine is often the last stand
for valued but fuding pieces of the past.
Perhaps that explains the sense of loss
surrounding the news (hat Levine's, the
landmark men’s ¢lechier on Main Steeet
n Waterville. is closing its doors after
105 years in business

William Levine and Sons, as the

store is more formally known, has out-
fitied generations of Waterville resi-
dents and Colby College students. The
Levine brothers, Lewis (“Ludy"), now
97, and Percy (“Pacy”), 91, were leg-
endary for both their salesmanship and
their alimost total recall. Colby alumnae
routinely tell stories of entering Levine's
twenty years after graduation and being
recognized and greeted by the Levine
brothers or their nephew, Howard
Miller, 76, who joined the store when he
was ten years old and left only for ser-
vice in World War 1.

Miller bought Levine's from his
uncles years ago, but Ludy and Pacy con-
tinued to work there every day until this
winter. Their absence persuaded Miller it
was time for him to think about retire-
ment, 100. “If they were still coming in,
I'd still be here,” he admits. But with no
other family members willing (o carry on
the business, I decided I wanted us to all
RO out together,” he says.

In an era of suburban malls and Wal-
Mart superstores, the family rejected the
idea of trying to sell the downtown busi-
ness dedicated to the personal touch, pre-
ferring instead to go out with the digni-
ly that has been the company's hallmark
for a century. “We didn't even put the
store on the market,” Miller says. “It was
time to go, that's all.”
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CLOSING OUR DOORS FOREVER!

After 107 Years

In Maine, We Are
Forced To Close Our
Doors Forever. A
Clean Sweep Is

Ordered. Nothing
Is Held Back.
Many ltems
BELOW ORIGINAL

WHOLESALE
For Quick Sale. 88 Could Be Your LUCKY NUMBER !
The Sale Price on 98% of our stock ends in 88 cents

Sale Price NOW N o w

$10.88 $8.69

$23.88 $19.09 YOU CAN TAKE ANOTHER

$49.88 $39.89

$109.88 $87.89 0 UFF
Soreou] T O ANY AND ALL
Value to $40 UMPENSWEAR ITEVIS WHOSE PRICE

$390 TO 75°/ ENDS WITH 88¢

Everything Must Be Sold To Bare Walls

TERMS: CASH * VISA * MASTERCARD DOWNTOWN WATERVILLE
3-19 MAIN STREET

STORE HOURS:
MON-TUE-WED...9AM TO 5PM
THURS-FRI-SAT...9AM TO 7PM

NOT OPEN SUNDAY
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GLOBE PHOTOS / HELENE STEINBERG
Pacy (left), 90, and Ludy Levine, 96, are preparing to close one of the last stores of its kind in Maine - a privately held,

quality men’s clothier. The Waterville store was founded 107 years ago by a Jew who left Imperial Russia.

Drastic alteration:
Levine’s is closing

By Brian MacQuarrie
GLOBE STAFF

ATERVILLE, Maine
The good will of a

lifetime is being repaid

with interest these

days, as Ludy and
Pacy Levine prepare to close the 107-
year-old clothing store that bears their
name.

Friends and relations drop by their
home, laughter and small talk abound,
and another day in the long and bountiful
lives of two bachelor brothers approaches
dusk. But for Ludy, 96, and his kid broth-
er Pacy, 90, twilight has been trying.

Levine's, the rock of Main Street, is
going out of business. And for Waterville,
the future seems a little sadder.

Founded by an immigrant Jew who
left Imperial Russia to peddie rags to
Maine mill workers, Levine's is one of the

STORE, Page 21

A customer leaves Levine's in Waterville, the sort of store where every repeat-
customer had his size and tastes readily accessible in a tailor’s memory.
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Willlam Levine (second from left), who lelt Russia to peddle rags to Maine mill workers, stands outside his store at the turn of the century.
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Drastic alteration: Levine’s closing

W STORE

Continued from Page 17

‘It's hard to see a store like ours go by

Behind big storefront signs that
proclaim, “Levine's quits,” the stafl
goes about its business, courteously

it stores of its kind in the state - a By and efMiciently, while Howard Miller
rivately held, quality mens cloth u“. “d.“Side' l never thought the“‘ maintains a benevolent command
LS the Piace where more would be a duv when it would come to “Ludy and Pacy never married
ployees th jed patrol the . — = = ’ or had kids, so the employees and
remises, where every re 18 this. But we h'lve to fa(l' it. the students became their kids,” said
me iis size and tastes readily PACY LEVINE Carol Levine, a store employee not

Howaurd™ Miller
W, IS Lthe sole ren
filled the

barrel bar

i tno

who

and a s

) leave with yet another

[ stran
nillar one
Wal-Mart

Waterville sto

a

mpetitio

ywn suffers while

Miny
ikewise about the Levines

Our hearts are breaking,” said
Al Corey, the owner of a nearby mu-

n this mid-Maine city feel

sic store
‘(‘”‘ on

Now 79, Corey calls him
business-
I who received financial advice
and friendship from the Levines
after World War 11

He was also one of the men who
gathered regularly in Levine's shoe
department to joke and chat with the

the

“younger

have to rﬁwl' it »

For Howard Miller, the store be
gun by his grandfather is a relic of a
time when nearly every Maine city
had a clothing store founded by Jew-
ish immigrants. And it's a remnant
of a time, he said, when good service
was as much about friendship as
good business.

“This isn't something you're go-
ing to find anymore when you look

around,” Miller said, as friends and |

“Howard
might not admit it, but he's having a
hard time leaving.”

Back at their modest boyhood
home, Ludy and Pacy greet visitors
such as Al Corey, who brings in the
mail, and Dick Whitmore, who tells
them he's just landed a key basket-
ball recruit

Their passion rises, the enthusi-
asm is fresh. It's twilight for the Le-
vines, but it's also a new day

related to the owners

\-(-\v:.l malls divert l:'.mmnv brothers customers peppered him with ques- ‘\
e. But the loss of Levine's is “I still go down there every tions. “The service that our custom-
nore than an economic story In an . ins und say hello to Howard,”  ers liked, it's become a thing of the I\
*hlious communily that Iacks — oorey gaid, “In fact, | did that just past. We've outlived our time." |1
a n Street heavyweight. today and he ended up selling me During their extraordinary run, |
r, Ludy “f“l Pacy's friends pairs of pants.” the Levines made countless friends |
ay, the greater loss will be the From a poor background, the Le-  of Colby students who could open an
I and good-t vines became millionaires on a foun-  account at the store as freshmen and
touched gen: ations of towns-  gation built brick by brick by their not pay the bill until they had gradu- | |
¢ and thousands of students at  paqdler father, who graduated from  ated and found a job. “We never lost | |
y Colby College a horse and cart on Maine’s back a dime on that,” Ludy said.

beyond special,”
director

sand

letic Richard

o still marvels at the

clopedic kr

ledge of

roads to a store in the bustling rail
road depot that was Waterville in
the 1890s
‘He was a very likable gentle
\ " Pacy said
in 1946 at age

gan running
n they were
six days

« of the ensu

e like ours
said, “I
d be a

But we

there w

come to this

Over the decades, the brothers'
philanthropy has been spread amply
throughout the city and on the
sports programs and facilities at
Colby, their alma mater

But the most recent beneficiaries
of their largesse have been Lheir em
l)lli_\"(‘.\

Waterville merchants and Le
vine's employees say the store has
been losing money, possibly millions,
but that not one worker has been let
go. Miller the 1 have
made up the difference over the last
ars by dipping into their for
tunes, the staff said

and nes

|
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Levine’s store has brought joy

I drove to the post office the
other day and then drove back
down through Main Street. I was
going into Levine’s to buy a new
leather belt. I had been out in the
rain while wearing my old belt and
it had shrunk.

My thoughts of the Wm. Levine
Store closing started my memory
to spin in reverse action. I was
waiting in line for the lights to
turn and then, mystically, the Elm-
wood Hotel appeared on my right.
The Dirigo Oil Co. was on my left.
I can still see the house that I
lived in on Union Street. Then I
see the fire station, the Buick
garage, Mr. Conti’s store next to
Welch'’s Paper Store, The
Hanaford Hotel, The Carmel Corn
Shoppe, Henry Bonsall’s Grocery
Store, The Haines Theater, and
office building, Laverdiere’s Drug
Store, Woolworth’s, Fishman'’s,
Central Maine Power, Farrow’s
Book Store, Joe’s Smoke Shop,
W.B. Arnold, Montgomery Ward,
Harmon’s Restaurant, Atherton’s
Furniture, Federal Trust Bank,
Wm. Levine Clothing Store, and
the Crescent Hotel. That brought
an end to the business section of
Main Street, at least on the east
side.

I found a parking space. As I
started walking toward the store, I
‘remembered something Ludy told
me about my grandfather, Edward
E. Toulouse, when he served as
deputy marshal in the city of
Waterville. Ludy told of his immac-
ulate uniform attire and that he
and all my uncles and of course
my mother (the only girl in the

family) all traded at Wm. Levine’s
Store.

To keep an even measure
between myself and my wife,
Mona, her grandfather was
Edgar Whittier. He originally
sold and installed the pressured
money tube security machine
that is still used today and ser-
viced by the Edgar Whittier Co of
Boston.

With all of this memorabilia in
our minds, is it any wonder that
we enjoyed shopping at Levine’s?
Before World War II, there was
Ludy, Pacy, Howard, Dave, Bob
and Ed, and here we are many
years later and today there is
Ludy, Pacy, Howard, Libby, Spat,
Dana, George and many more
names that make up the Wm.
Levine Store history.

Then our thoughts returned to
today, the year 1996. The Wm.
Levine Store is the last store that
both our grandfathers did busi-
%e]ss with on Main Street in Water-

e.
_ That in itself is history form-
ing.
In closing, might I add this
thought that we all know to be the
truth? Old clothing stores never
die — they just fade away with the
many years — for any building to
withstand that many “explosions”
from within is beyond human
belief.

So long, friends, and thank you
for the joy your clothing has
brought to my life.

Daniel J. DeRoch
Oakland
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On losing a tooth at Levine’s

lnm the grandson of Howard
Miller. After reading your
recentnnicluabour:‘l‘evine's
store, I began to conjure up spe-
cial memories about the store
which I would like to share. The
most special of all occurred 15
years ago, when I was 6 years old.
Every summer, my mom took
my brother, my s , and me to
Maine, and we always spent tons
f time in the store. This particu-
r sumimer when I was 5 had a
Tooth that was extremely loose.
being & Kid and having one of
a one
those front teeth umﬁ 50 loose
madon‘l know why it won't just
{all out. You play around with it
~and it just won't won't move. Well,
this was me in the summer of '81.
J had this tooth which everyone in
:Prfmmywas tomekout
my mouth, but I insisted on
~having it fall out naturally.
I'm sure that everyone knows
what a funny person my grandfa-
ther is. He wasn't going to Jet me
get away with my ing tooth
without a his touch
of comedy to the situation. So one
night over the summer he told me
tlmtlfldidn‘tlethimfullout
tooth,itwmﬂdnevel:"allout it
would be dangling in my mouth
forever. I didn’t pay much attention
to this, and went to bed certain
that it would eventually fall out on
its own, and I would soon Jearn
about the tooth fairy.
" The next day we all went to
Levine's to try on some clothes.
After we were through picking out
a few shirts and sweaters, every-
one went to various sections of the
store and did what we usually did
. In the store: talk to people — for-

ever (especia mother). After
ortorawhlle.lwemoﬂby:z:dl
and started about what
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Ben Arnon
White Plains, N.Y.
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this local newspaper, in papers in
Portland, Bangor, Boston, New
York, and who knows where else;

m have arrived in owr homes by

or FAX to New York, Washing-
ton, D.C., California, and Massachu-
setts; they find their way into din-
ner conversations with relatives
and friends; they get read over the
telephone among cousins, friends’

ies, and »s. Certainly
we have all watched other stores
come and go, but this time, the
death of Main Street America will
not lurk by in sllence. What is the
meaning of this event around the
closing of Levine's store? Is it nos-
u\lgm, respect, shared loss, commu-

, gratitude or acknowl t?

h.we been thinking abouf this

for a long time, as ['am one of those
daughters of Howard and Gisele
Miller and the great-niece of Ludy
and Pacy Levine who has received
weekly, if not daily, faxes of these
special letters. My daughter, who is
only 20 months old (but who has
already had time to fall in love with

the store's s interests — for
her, the ad machine, the tape
measure over her shoulder, and the

sadness and nostalgia that my writ- - of

Central Maine Newspapers _Sunday, April 28, 1996, A8,
m—— . . g
} n.’ 9. innd Aot L IR }H‘"\"’ T \“ vy w
Eetters i
R
Community was essential part of Tevhie s"é‘t’&e
here have been letters written three-way mirror with a small step), we remémber that this lﬂewelll
about the closing of Levine's has watched my tears of laughter, work to participate in ig a shared
store from city officials, men's wear  sadness and warmth as T haveread  experience, one that we truly par-
venders, fellow store owners, jour- these lettars, which usually arive take of together. -
palists, {riends, customers, employ-  during our breakfast time. I began Your responses: “ms,stmies.
ee.s.Howardschﬂdm:andmnd my own letter many months ago, bugs, letters, phone calls to moyxdad,
children. They have appeared in but became 80 overwhelmed with to wy uncies, to ow firstteam

-and to.anay”

ing froze on the ‘mge (Malnawinter ' - ancther, have been woven in a fabric
of such high-quality texture.and color

style), Yet, now ! am for
this lapse of time, becausa it is
clear to me that I want to write to
you, the community at large for it
has been your willingness to
respond to Levina's store that has
made Levine's whatit is todsy. -
Main Street America ~=n never
fully die becausa of what we have
learned together It really is a two-

way stroet — Levine's store provid- ottifa'-qdapfm

ed continuity and gervice, witha

s

that 1 didrd ko

wwnmmmmemmlt

is you, the
havemﬁalmd

time-lived eveuts!

belief in the customers’ <:hom.saq;,£d'z mmagwwﬁ%
the. Custoemorad pX X

needs; and you,

friends and community provided
continuity and service with a belief
in loyplty regpect apd suppart, . .

town can & vacuum. You

have participated in a feedback loop )

that goes beyond the exchange of

ed in the sharing of gratitude, mem-
ory, respect, humor and honest
care. You have
it s that gives meaning to all our
lives: the sense that we are con-
nected to one another, that we
mean something to each other, that

quhty

mauertotbe

fnendshxpsYouhnvegtm
participation, sbaged memone,

~ affiguation : q.
Rtien T, Dty

mfﬁmﬁm
el Y 3] for not
clothing gooda. You have participat- ourlpmtl onlylaog‘hved; 5‘

communihesnbankwamm

inwhat  five genaraticns of my family, from -

the qepths of our hearts,

Wendy Miller

wmugqn.n.c.




To everyone at Levine's:
We wish we could Bob
our heads in to say hi in
person, and we Hope
you know we are with
you through this mad-
rush ending of the sale.
You really ARE the first
team! " -
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The team at Levine's is
what made it a great
American institution!
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[ evine’s closes doors for last time

Main Street clothing store’s
105-year history comes to end

By GERRY BOYLE
Staff Wruter

WATERVILLE — At the cash
register in the center of Levine's
men's clothing store Seturday after-
noon, Betsy Soule dabbed back
tears as she ba a purchase for
one of the store's last customers

“I'd like to say come again,” Soule
said, forcing a smile. “But | can't.”

With a click of the front-door lock
shortly before 6 p.m., Levine's
closed Saturday — bringing its 105
vear history to an end

The Main Street clothing store
was founded by Russian immigrant
William B. Levine, who started in
business peddling clothes from a
wagon. Levine passed the store.on

10 his sons, Pacy and Ludy, who, In®

turn, turned the reins over to their
nephew, store manager Howard
Miller

On Saturday, Miller oversaw Lhe
dismantling of a family institution.

“It's the only life I know,” he said,
pausing amid the stacks of sweaters
and racks of slacks “I've always
enjoyed it. In fact, I loved it. My
uncles loved it. We loved the people
All of these people are old friends "

Levine's last day drew a crowd,
with some people looking for bar-
gains and some looking to say good-
bye. Employees stood and watched,
counting the hours, and then min-
utes as the end approached

“This is a wake today,” said 34-
year employee Dana Bolduc

Bolduc stood with co-workers by
the men's sport jackets and suits,
watching as some customers looked
for last-minute markdowns. Before
the closing was announced and
prices were slashed, Bolduc and the
others would have been busy mea-
suring and fitting, in the old way. On
Saturday, they just watched

“You can’t sell,” sald Lionel
Libby, a 46-year store veteran
“They buy themselves.”

Libby came to Levine's while he
was still in high school. By the time
his career ended, he was selling to
five generations of families

“You work 45 years in.a place, you

know a lot of people,” Libby said

He kept customers' sizes and
preferences on file cards, selling
suits and slacks to customers,'even
after they'd move to other states
Libby selected Christmuas gifts, had
them shipped, and was even trusted
to pick out ties

But his files are gone, he said,
along with the days when customers
would come to Levine's Lo drink col

fee, and talk sports and pouucn:,.,
Measuring tapes in'hapd, 8%the"y
werp kpawn,5y
greeled generations of customersts

and dnuod them for
weddings, and, inevitably, for 4

“We'd read it in the obituaries,” *
‘I knew .

boys,” as the

Bolduc said. “You'd say,
him. He's a 42 long.' "

S0 on Saturday, some of the cus- §
tomers' came back. The Rev.™

Herbert Reid of Fairfield brought a

Reid family photo, polnting to ances-

tors he said were close friends of
the original William B. Levine.

Wilfred and Joan Aucoin came to
the store, the only place where
Wilfred Aucoin is called Matt.
Aucoin’s father, Mathurin “Matt"”
Wedge, worked for the Levine fami-
ly for more than 50 years and, in the
store, the younger Aucoin was given
his father’s nickname.

Howard and Giselle Miller and
their children, who are Jewish,
came to the Aucoins’ home every
Christmas

“They're a remarkable family,”
Wilfred Aucoin said

Jonathan Thurlow came to the
store and bought a sand-filled ash-
tray from the foyer as a memento
Thurlow, 38, sald he remembered
coming to the store as a child and
walting for his older brothers to be
fitted.

“1 remember always bringing my
Matchbox cars to play in the sand,”
Thurlow said. “My mother would
say, 'Johnny get your hands out of
there '

Miller signed the bottom of the
ashtray bowl: “To Jon. Now you can
do what you want with it.”

As other customers sald
and wished Milier well, employees

was packed most of the day.

offered their own tributes to the
family. Carol Levine said she came
to work at the store three years ago
after Giselle Miller saw her working
at Shaw’s Supermarket.

“He didn't even need me here.”
Levine said, standing at a cash reg-
ister. “You're just not goin( to find
anybody like that an

Joanne Bickford, who, after 29
years can still remember her first
sale — a leather coat to the Dubes
of Skowhegan — said she doesn't
expect to find another supervisor
like Miller.

“There won't be a boss like him,”
Bickford sald. “There just won't be.”

Certainly not after Saturday,
when some employees commiserat
od, some shrugged, some hugged as
the 7 p.m. closing time drew near.
Then at about 4:45 p.m., as the

crowd thinned, Miller decided that
M‘ddmu\olmmhoururly

Lionel Libby, center, hdpomum

“I don't mmh.nm another
mob,” he'sajd,**I'we sald enough
[ » s e

But there were still goodbyes to
be said. Squie geve-Bickford 2
bracelet -that hd‘balonud to

Soule's aunt, "She sald, ‘1 want you
to keep this so remember me,’
" Bickford said. “

Soule, lobbm got a hug from
salesman Dick Green. Bea
Haf ker, the employee with the
longest service at 45 years and six
months, bid her co-workers good-

Milier
and daughters, who were out of
stats machines were carted
down the stairs from upstairs and
out the front door.One woman
bought a rack out from under the
few sweaters left on it

And everyone said it was good
that Pacy and Ludy Levine, who are
91 and 97, respectively, weren't
there Lo see Lhe stare dismantied.

And then it was over, this. store
from another era, where college stu-
dents were glyen eredit and

Debble Nale had the dubious
honor of manning the doors, turning
the lock and letung out the last cus-
tomers. But as they.Degan leaving,
Miller, who bas spent hus life work-
ing in the store, sald the job wasn't
quite done

“We'll put .up a ucnw. and
vorkz.anc'»me
tures and we'll line Lo up o sell.
We didn't want to meas with fixtures
while we're selling merchandise.”
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Main Street clothing store’s
105-year history comes to end

By GERRY BOYLE
Staff Writer

WATERVILLE At the cash
register in the center of Levine's
men'’s clothing store Saturday after-
noon, Betsy Soule dabbed back
tears as she bag%t-d a purchase for
one of the store's last customers

“I'd like to say come again,” Soule
said, forcing a smile. “But I can't.”

With a click of the front-door lock
shortly before 6 p.m., Levine's
closed Saturday — bdndns its 105
year history to an end

The Main Street clothing store
was founded by Russian immigrant
William B. Levine, who started in
business peddling clothes from a
wagon. Levine passed the store.on
to his sons, Pacy and Ludy, who, In
turn, turned the reins over to their
nephew, store manager Howard
Miller

On Saturday, Miller oversaw the
dismantling of a family institution.

“It's the only life [ know,” he said,
pausing amid the stacks of sweaters
and racks of slacks. “I've always
enjoyed it. In fact, I loved it. My
uncles loved it. We loved the people
All of these people are old friends.”

Levine's last day drew a crowd,
| with some people looking for bar-
gains and some looking to say good-
bye. Employees stood and watched,
countin t.he hours, und then min-
utes as

“This ns a WIE !odly “said 34-
year employee Dana Bolduc

Bolduc stood with co-workers by
the men's sport jackets and suits,
watching a§ some customers looked
for last-minute markdowns. Before
the closing was announced and
prices were slashed, Bolduc and the
others would have been busy mea-
suring and fitting, in the old way. On
Saturday, they just watched

“You can’t sell,” sald Lionel
Libby, a 45-year store veteran.
“They buy themselves.”

Libby came to Levine's while he
was still in high school. By the time
his career ended, he was selling to
five generations of families

ou work 45 years in a place, you

know a lot of people,” Libby said

He kept customers' sizes and
preferences on file cards, selling
suits and slacks to customers,'even
after they'd move to pther states.
Libby selected Christmas gifts, had
them shipped, and waa even trusted
to pick out ties.

But his files are gone, he said,
along with the days when customers
would come to Levine's to drink cofl
fee, and talk sports and politics..,
Meuurlng J" in'hapd; tthe™

werp kpqwn,sé

greelod genornuom ot cus
and dressed them for gradua
weyldings, and, inevitably, for

1

“We'd read it in the obltuaries,” *
Bolduc said. “You'd say, ‘I knew "
him. He's a 42 long.' " :

So on Saturday, some of the cus-
tomers  came back. The Rev.™
Herbert Reid of Fairfield brought a
Reid family photo, poln to ances-
tors he said were close friends of
the original William B. Levine.

Wilfred and Joan Aucoin camse to
the store, the only place where
Wilfred Aucoin ls called Matt.
Aucoin's father, Mathurin “Matt"
Wedge, worked for the Levine fami-
ly for more than 50 years and, in the
store, the younger Aucoin was given
his father’s nickname.

Howard and Giselle Miller and
their children, who are Jewish,
came to the Aucoins’ home every
Christmas.

“They're a remarkable family,”
Wilfred Aucoin said.

Jonathan Thurlow came to the
store and bought a sand-filled ash-
tray from the foyer as a memento.
Thurlow, 38, sald he remembered
coming to the store as a child and
walting for his older brothers to be
fitted.

“I remember always bringing my
Matchbox cars to play in the sand,”
Thurlow said. “My mother would
say, Johnny get your hands out of
there '

Miller signed the bottom of the
ashtray bowl. “To Jon Now you can
do what you want with it.”

As other customers said goodbye
and wished Miller well, employees

'
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Lione! Libby, center, holpc customers at Lw}m Q on wuay the store’s last dey of operntion. The store

was packed most of the day.

offered their own tributes to the
family. Carol Levine said she came
to work at the store three years ago
after Giselle Miller saw her working
at Shaw’s Supermarket.

“He didn't even need me here.”
Levine said, standing at a cash reg-
ister. “You're just not going to find
anybody like that anymore.”

oanne Bickford, who, after 29
years can still remember her first
sale — a leather cost to the Dubes
of Skowhegan — said she doean't
expect to find another supervisor
like Miller

“There won't be a boss like him,”
Bickford sald. “There just won't be.”

Certalnly not after Saturday,
when some employees commiserat
ed, some shrugged, some bugged as
the 7 p.m. closing time drew near.
Then at about 4:45 p.m., as the
crowd thinned, Miller decided that
he'd close the store an hour early

: ¥

“l don't’ mlnk‘l want another
mob,” he‘nld"‘!\veuld enough
g o s

But there wan;udu oodhyes to
be sald. Squle gave.Bickford a
bracelot ;that -had" belonged to

Soule’s aunt, "She sald, ‘1 want you
this 80 you'll remember me,’
rd said. *

Soulo. sobbing, got a bug from
salesman i Green. DNea
Hafenecker, !.he employee with the
longest service at 45 years and six
months, bld her co-workers good-
bye. A couple of amployees avolded
the emotional farewells by just slip-
ping out the back door.

jar recelved calls from bhis wife
and daughters, who were out of
stats Sewing machines were carted
down the stairs from upstairs and
out the front door..One woman
bought a rack out from under the
few swaaters left on it

And everyone said it was good
that Pacy and Ludy Levine, who are
91 and 97, respectively, weren't
there to see the stare dismantied.

And then it was over, this.store
from another era, whens colle, ;w-
dents were glyen crcd-l
Depression-era auto-ngq
bmg erased, marked with mtbnl
like, “He lost his job,” or “His wife js
alck "

Debble Nale had the dubious
honor of the doors, turning
the lock and bﬁg qut the t cus-
tomers. But as they began xrng.
Miller, who has spent. hu
ing in the store, s2id the job waan't
quite dooe

“We’'ll put .up a lcraen. and
nobod! | ses us,and velll go to
work ln bere. We'll, !o:,pmb

tures and we'll line
We didn't want w meas wnh
while we're selling merchandise.”



Levine’s cioses doors saturaay
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William Levine & Sons’ store on Main Street, Waterville, Wednesday, during its last open week. The store closes for good Saturday after 105 years.

Last merchandise from downtown landmark to be

By JOE RANKIN
Staff Writer

WATERVILLE — After 105 years,
William Levine & Sons clothing will
close its doors for good Saturday.

A going-out-of-business sale has
managed to move some 75 percent
of the venerable men’s store’s mer-
chandise, and it's time to call it
quits, said Manager Howard Miller.

Miller said Wednesday he will sell
the store’s remaining inventory

lock, stock and barrel 'to a dis-
counter like Marden’s. He will sell
the fixtures — tables, shelves and
display racks — later.

Miller is also negotiating with po-
tential buyers of the Levine’s build-
ing. But he said no deal has been fi-
nalized: “I'm talking about the build-

ing with lots of people, no one spe- |

cial,” he said.
The building has an estimated

40,000 square feet of sales and stor-'

age space on three levels, with
apartments over the store.

Levine’'s, the last full-service
clothing store on Waterville’'s Main
Street, confirmed its impending clo-
sure in February.

At the time, Miller said the store
isn’t closing for economic reasons,
but because there is no family mem-
ber who wants to carry on the tradi-
tion of his grandfather and store
founder, William Levine.

Miller, now 76, is ready to retire.

His uncles, Lewis (Ludy) and Per-
cy (Pacy) Levine are 97 and 91 years
old respectively. They haven’t been

§61d,as salvage

to the store for some time, Miller
said this week.

Levine’s was founded by William
Levine, a Polish immigrant who
came to the United States in 1884 at
age 18 and got into the clothing
business, selling handkerchiefs and
underwear house-to-house in New
York City.

~ He came to Maine via Boston, set-
ting up a dry goods store on Ticonic
Street and peddling clothes at mills

Please see LEVINE’S, Page 2

City man
goes to jail
for assault

By DARLA L. PICKETT
Staff Writer

 WATERVILLE — One of three

ww aasnnd of &

e[ evine’s

Continued from 1

Levine's bags

The large numbers of shoppers
were probably attracted by sale
prices of $15 for Lewi’s jeans and 40
percent off the sale prnices on mer
chandise, said Miller

“They know it's the end. Everybody

across Central Maine from a horse
ana wagon. His store hopscotched
around Waterville for several years,
finally settling in the building at the
south end of Main Street.

Levine's became known
statewide as a full-service clothing
store, with topnotch personal ser-
vice and high quality goods. A tailor
shop provided on-the-spot alter-
ations

Wednesday, shoppers pawed
through stacks of shirts and mulled
over the ties left on the rack, leav-
ing with armsful of brown plastic

who wants the final bargain know'
they better jump now.” Miller said

Miller agreed the store is moving
a lot of merchandise in its final
days, but he lamented that store
personnel were unable to provide
the same level of personal service
they are known for

Miller. who worked his way up in the
famuiv-owned business. saxd he's found
his first going-out-of-business sale
be “very, verv emotonally draining

“We have a lot of old tnends com
ing in here and saving goodbye. It's
difficult. I'll be glad when it's over



Farewell to an 1nst1tut10n

ome changes in a community are

almost subliminal, going barely
noticed. Others are obviously mile-
stones, occurrences that everyone
knows will leave the community a very
different place.

The locking of the doors at William
Levine & Sons today is one of those
milestones.

Much has been written in recent
weeks about the store, a 105-year-old
Main Street institution, and about long-
time owners Ludy and Pacy Levine, who
have themselves been city institutions.
But it still seems fitting that the store’s
last day in Waterville be noted, and
lamented.

Levine’s closing was the result of
overwhelming forces: changes in the
way we shop, the vagaries of the area
economy, and even the aging process
itself. The Levine brothers are in their
90s, and their nephew, store manager
Howard Miller, is 76. The tradition could
no longer be continued.

From the left, Pacy Levine, Howard Mlllef
and Ludy Levine

But it’s also true that the city, espe-
cially the downtown, won’t be the same
Flace after today. It will move into a dif-
erent period, for better or worse. |
Levine’s will exist only in memories,
and even as those fade, they will contin-
ue to be fond ones.

The store was part of the fabric of life
in this small city and its passing, though |
perhaps inevitable, is regrettable, still. ’




Lyorard A, Cushnee
70 Winohesise S
Brooklins, Me, G248

April 24, 1996

Dear Howard:

It does not take a great deal of intellectual insight to come to the realization
that all things, good and bad, ultimately come to an end. Close friends appear on
life's stage, only to disappear into the dim world of memories. In that world of

memories can also be found images of parents and relatives, dearly loved, long gone,
but still with us always.

Along with the people stored in our memory discs are the experiences of
living. Childhood, school, high school, college, the military, love, marriage, children,
grandchildren, travel, birthdays, anniversaries and on and on. Add to these the many
anecdotes associated with each of these blended, with the humor and poetic license
which time provides, looking back and searching through our memory bank, we have to
admit, in spite of some setbacks and disappointments, that life has been good.

A major part of your life was devoted to the "STORE'. You helped to build an
institution and an eaviable reputation among the people in your town as well as the
people in the clothing trade. This phase of your life has come to an end through no
fault of yours but rather as a sign of the times. You hung in during a very tough couple
of years. A part of that tenacity was personal pride. The greater part of that will to
hold on was your concern for the *BOY®", and also your consideration and concern
for your employees. It had to be difficult to carry it off as graciously as you did. We
all admire and respect you for having managed it all so well.

The finality of the closing did not really hit Tem and me until we walked into
the store and realized that a part of our lives was alsc closing. U is line W add all the
wonderful memories of a lifetime at LEVINES to those already stored away. As time

passes, the humor and poetic license will flavor the past and we will all be able to
think back to those wonderful days.

It is with deep sadness that | enclose the last check | will make out to

LEVINE®. As always, with kindest personal regards and best wishes for a productive and
thoroughly enjoyable well deserved retirement, | am,

. ¢ dincergly,

777 S
Leon A. Cushner

Fop e de




ESTABLISHED 1891 11-19 MAIN STREET

William a(’euit;e & Sons, Inc.

“THE STORE FOR MEN AND BOYS"

DIAL 8734221 - 8734222

WATERVILLE, MAINE 04901

January 16, 1996
GENTLEMEN:

After 105 years in business, we have decided to calil it
“quits”. Uncle Ludy is 97, Uncle Pacy is 91, and I am 76. These
numbers should tell you why!

We want to take this oppertunity to say that we have enjoyed
these years and we shall always remember the fine friends that we have
made and the wonderful relationships that we have had with all of you.
We regret the short notice that we are giving, But we have to CANCEL
any and all orders that we have placed for spring of 1996. Please send a
letter to confirm this cancellation.

Any monies that we owe to you will be paid, and we ask that
you please send a check for any credits that are due us from your
company. Once again, a sincere thank you for all that we have gone
through together for the last 105 years.

Very Truly Yours
Levines

il

Howard Miller
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A Storehouse of [ COLBY.LORNER

Memories
by Earl Smith

Not so long ago, a pretty fair football player
flunked out of Colby and, after a year away,
returned for a session with me to prepare for the
requisite readmission interview with the
Committee on Academic Standing. I tutored him
on questions he might be asked and gently added S
that a sport coat and tie might improve his
chances. The student appeared the following
morning, resplendent in a new blue blazer. | N Erotars. Lud 21 Ty
intercepted him as he was about to enter the and theif nephew, Howard Miller 40
meeting. "You look great, but let me help you cut """ c2"e¢ " auits.
this thing off," 1 said, pointing to a bright yellow LEVINE'S | SALE tag
hanging below the vent. "Better not," the student said, tucking the tag into the
back of his trousers. "The jacket's on loan. So's the tie."

America can build all the shopping malls it wants, but none will produce a
store that will make loans to students temporarily in need of dressing up. These
kinds of places--if there ever were other places like this--are gone. Gone for sure
with the spring closing of Levine's on Main Street inWaterville.

Founded by Russian-born William Levine, the store had its beginnings as a
horse-and-wagon enterprise, peddling dry goods throughout the Kennebec
Valley. The first store was opened in 1891 on the main floor of the Levine home
(where the sons still live) on Ticonic Street. Within a half-dozen years it had
moved to Main Street, near City Hall, and then to its final location at the south
end of Main Street. Through those years ownership passed from the father to the
sons, Ludy Levine 21 and Pacy Levine '27, and, finally, to the nephew, Howard
Miller '40, where the remarkable string has run out.

It was something of a miracle that the store lasted so long--105 years. For the
last decade or so it was struggling against the tide of national chain and discount
clothing giants. Still, the closing of Levine's was a terrible loss for Waterville. On
Mayflower Hill we consoled ourselves by telling and retelling Levine's stories.
Teachers who brought up young sons nicely dressed with clothes that were
freely charged--without interest--year after year. Pacy absolutely refusing to sell a
particular coat on sale because it was "not good enough" to be worn at the
College. And the occasional student of slim means, quietly outfitted at no charge.

The magnet that drew customers to Levine's was not so much the prices
(which were fine, thank you) as it was the personalities of the proprietors,
precious Colby jewels who, for so many students and alumni, were nearly as
much a part of the Colby experience as the faculty who taught them. Indeed, for
many alums of all ages, no return to Colby was complete without a reunion at the
store where a tour of the Colby Corner museum was obligatory.

There was no such thing as a quick stop at Levine's, never a mere shopping

9/29/05 12:37 AM
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trip. Sometimes, if you wanted to, you could even wait while the tailor made
alterations (no charge). You wouldn't be bored. The ever-inquisitive Ludy (now
97), inches from your face; Pacy (91), interpreting, repeating answers. And
Howard, a wan smile and a measuring tape around his shoulders, patiently
waiting to make a sale. Is not the campus the most beautiful place on earth?
(Having seen the miracle of Mayflower Hill from its beginning, they think so.)
Will whatever team beat Bowdoin? (Oh please, Lord.) What's the look of the
freshman class? (Are there big ones for foot-ball? Tall ones for basketball? Fast
ones for track?)

Today, the rhythm of life and enterprise on Main Street is changed
forever--and Colby has lost something as well. No doubt we should be grateful
that we've known the store and the men who ran it--and we are--but we are sad,
too, that future Colby students will not share the experience. ¢

http://www.colby.edu/colby.mag/issues/85n2/final.html
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IBM shows
new mainframes

NEW YORK — International
Business Machines Corp. recently
unveiled seven new mainframe
computers, its most profitable
product, and a host of related
equipment and programs the com-
pany hopes will help end its slump.

Industry analysts say the an-
nouncement is the most important
in a year for the world’s largest
computer maker. That’s because
mainframes, or large central com-
puters, when combined with asso-
ciated equipment and services,
provide more than half of of IBM’s
profit.

IBM also announced software
intended to tie together all of a cus-
tomer’s computers, no matter
what brand.

xwe!

N : “'Sentinel photo by Ron
Jeans at Levine’s: Levine's general manager, Howard Miller, left, and
Levi Strauss men’s jeans sales representative Bill Drummey display some of the
latest in denims after Drummey gave the store a plaque in observance of the
store’s 100th anniversary. Drummey said Levine’s has sold 100,000 pairs of Levi's
jeans in the 11 years of his dealing with the store.
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The Labor Department repor
ed that the producer price index «
finished goods rose 0.2 percent
August.

The increase was a bit small¢
than analysts had expected, ar
left the PPI with a net decline of 1
percent through the first eig
mo'?hmsfpf the year. B

e figures suppo opes (
Wall Street that inflationary pre
sures were remaining subdue
giving the Federal Reserve m
neuvering room for possible fu
ther moves to relax its cred
policy.

Interest rates fell in the bor
market after the report crossed
nancial news wires. \
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Levine’s shows |

City department
store survives
in the mall era

By DANIEL L. AUSTIN
Sentinel Staff

The first part of Ludy and Pacy
Levine's secret for running a
personalized department store in
the day of the impersonal mall can
be found in their Waterville Main
Street display windows.

In one window, a colorful brand
name spring jacket is marked down
to $39 and the latest in dress slacks
are marked down to $26. Another
window is full of the latest in men’s
and women's fashions.

But you will find the real secret
behind the success of Wm. Levine
and Sons Men's Clothing inside the
store wearing a three piece suit and
taking care of business

Howard Miller, 73, and Ludy and
Pacy's nephew, answers question
after question for his employees,
completes a real estate transaction
and acts as interpreter, friend and
advisor to Ludy, 94, and Pacy, 88.

Miller started working at the
store when he was 10 years and has
never left. And he has no plans to do
SO0

In his 63 years at the store, Miller
has discovered what it takes for he
and his two uncles to succeed. And
the trio has managed to survive the
economy and malls.

“Why are we successful?” Miller
asks. “We do our own thing here.
We offer good service, good styles
and good buys

We go to the city and buy at the
markets all the time. We stay away
from the kooky stuff. We buy what
people will always like.”

Pacy agrees: “We don’t buy that
hippy stuff. You know, the stuff
those guys wear who shave their
head and have hair sticking up in
the middle like a pineapple.”

Beyond the Levine’s penchant for
buying quality and fashionable
clothing that will remain in style is
their commitment to service.
Customers do not have walk all over
the store looking for a clerk if they
have a question or need assistance,
iccording to Miller

I'he Levine's sales people do not
descend on customers the moment
they walk through the door,
according to Pacy Levine. But if
the customer needs a salesman,
onc is never more than a step or
lwo away

Another of the Levines’ secrets is
to pass on savings to their
customers each year in the way of
e o e e SR

/

asting power

Sentinel photo by Ron Maxwall

The men behind Levine's: Pacy Levine, left, Howard Miller, center, and Ludy Levine. “There is no way that we
are going to close. We've been here for 102 years and we plan to be here for another 100 years, Miller says.

half-price markdowns on -clothing
or odd lots of merchandise that has
not moved during the previous
year.

“We do it to promote traffic in the
store and treat our customers
right,” said Miller. “We've been
doing it for 102 years since Levine’s
first opened.”

But just because the Levines
have developed a habit of doing
things that work for them the same

way year and year, does not mean
they are not open to change

On the contrary

Recently the Levines noticed that
their boyswear line was not making
money for them but their men’s
work clothing was.

Consequently, they are dropping
their boys clothing and using the
area that line was housed in to
expand their men’s work wear line.

“We have always sold men’s work

wear, but we treatcd it like a step
child and kept it in the back,” Miller
said. “Now we are bring it out of the
back and expanding it."

The Levines and Miller also want
to put an end to all the rumors
floating around town that they have
plans to close

“There is no way that we are
going to close,” Miller said. “We've
been here for 102 years and we plan
to be here for another 100 years.”

'




Named ‘Retailers of Year’

Selected as the “1964 Retallers of the Year” ville. They will receive a plaque from the
by the Men’s and Boys’ Apparel Club of New New England Apparel Retailer, a Boston trade
England are (left to right) Howard Miller, | publication, at a breakfast Monday.

Paey and Ludy Levine, of Levine's in Water-
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