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Infonnation in this report has been obtained under a pledge of confidence. The sources of information 
must not be disclosed to the person investigated. The information must.not be discussed with him in a man­
ner which would reveal or penn it him to deduce its source. However, these restrictions do not apply to (1) in­
formation of public record; (2) information from law enforcement records; and (3) infonnation from Federal 
personnel records which could be obtained ou request by the employee. 

This report is the prop_erty of the United States Civil Service Commission and may be recalled at any 
time. Transfer of this report to anot·her agency is not permitted without prior consent of the Commission. 
The report and its contents must be safeguarded in a manner to prohibit unauthorized disclosure. Access is 
to be hrnited to those persons whose official duties require it. 

The testimony of all witnesses is given in substance unless indicated by quotation marks. 

1 first met Bernard Porter in •••1111•1111111!~ in ~11111!11•··-- At the 
t !me he was We were ' ' ' \ ' 

both 

~:::::::::=::::::::::::::::::::~~Th~i~s~· ~o~~~giqn~ization waa made up of 

Porter and 1 both 
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Pru perty a. U.S. Ci•il Seniee Com miuion. This r•oort m.ay 

not oe translerrtd to another agency without ~ior app:on l 

of the Commissoon, and it may be reulled •t lilY to• e. 

However, he wa a a Physicist or Scientist by tra ining and 1 
believe held an advanced d~gree. In t he 1940 's he even joined or . 
ti &S conscripted into the Manhattan Energy :Proj ect. Al'ound thi.a time 1 

t 
this publicati on 

philosophical Journal of U mited cir cula­
ted a n~ber of philosophical essays and writings t o 

which was entitled "Fall i ng Leaves". 

Since the 1 have only t wo or three 
times. All of · t hese occasions were at the time he was -i·lllillil••••• ... 
illlllllllllllllllllllll ... the State of Maine where his fami ly ori ginallr 
came :~:rom. A couple of years ago· he ••••••••••••••···· .... 

;1, 
I have, howevet, continued to+ri 
as g , I - • I have ~ 

• Ove r . the years I have a l so 

._., I ha.ve: never been personally 
:, ut have 

he applied f or a job as an Instructor,. in Te e mical Courses, ' 
Corps type program overseas. 

been wondering t·my he 

t I have 

.could comment in a qualif i ed manner on hi s 

;£ - . · the. typ~ of individuals 
he has been associated with over the years. ?orter has associ ated 
himse l f ~vith an Arty or aohemian crowd. One of his professional and 
pe rsonal contacts has been Henry Miller who is a well known author of 
off color novels. Porter has followed a simi lar line of thinking and 
l iving. J\fter the Manhattan :Project he went to Mexi~o where h~ lived and 
communicated wi th the peasants. He l ater opened up an art shop on tho 
'k st Coast where be aff iliated with the artints and beachcombers in 
t he area. At one time or another he himse lf has fo llowed a beachcomber ,~ 
existence. He haa written articles which border on literary pornography. 
Not too long ago 1 received a copy oe the publication "Nexus " . One of ~ ' 
the articles was written oy Porter and in my point of view it di d not live 

2 
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P~oerty of U.S. Ciowil Ser~lcl! Commission. This report may 

not be tramferred to another aqency ·,;•rt haut nnor approuf 

of the Commiss ion, and tt may be recalled at any time. 



,. 

Property ot- U.S. Ciwil Senice Commission. Thh .. report '"27 
not be transferred to another .a~enc:t without prior ap;Jronl 

of tht Commi ss ion, .1t1d it CDI.J IR: r~called at any tuaL 

up to the characterization of .a philoaophical eaaay. I thought it was 
more pornography than anyc~ing ~1••• 

Porter was a lvaya out of· th e ordinary. i•'hen 1 knew bill in the.····R" 
he wore c lothes and auita thatware at least 20 year• behind the 
time in fashion. He is somat.hlng of a social outcast. He ia not 
very gregarioua a.ad doean 1t give a damn about the other peraon. He 
hold• general view• on the brotherhood of man, art and beauty in . 

. nat ura. 1 aa sure he would espouse universal peace. However, 1 don't 
thi nk that he is the type of individual ~hat would get down to the 
particular point of criticizing. the war in Viet Nam or foreign aid 
to underdeveloped countries. He hold• broad theoretical viawa and 
doesn't _speculate on pa.rticular.areaa of government. He write• article• 
and dab~las in photo~raphy which expresses s~stry and· beauty in 
schematic dra~~inqs . of t echnical circutta • . illlllllllllllllllllllllllll ... 

...... during t ha period of 
• · .1.here wa s SOtilething peculiar aoout hiS 

first mar riage but 1 don't know l!llY of the det afls. Ha apparently 
...arriea t he oi r\ one day and divorced her the second. llis pr esent 

htarri age has lasted f our or f ive ye ars 
~rin~ his or esent marri~e he has been e oi t i:1cs 

During 
is riods o i unemployment ne depicts llimsel~ as enga.gl.ng in 

\')hilosophical meditation.; lie usually reports himself aa being affi liated 
· wi th the Institute For Advanced Thi nking. l believe t his i3 a p. raso 
he c laimed himself and that it is separate and distinct froa any 
national organization that may exist by t~t name. 

r orter is a dis t inct and unusual .i ndividual. l would not antrust 
h im wi th any project whi ch required seriousness of purpose or an 
abil ity to manage a lar ge scale proj ect in an eff icient and competent 
;;1anner. 1 vtould hate to t hink of ~hat would become of a project he 
~ero in char ge of in a foreign country if he wer e ~iven f ree rei gn. 
He i s entire l y unpredictable. He coul d just aa easily open up an art 
~tudio with whatever fund he were gi ven. 1 don ' t know of anything 
3eriously datri roental to his personal or cora l behavior. Juring t he 
time I knew hio hi s personal l ife seemed to ba entirely ordinary and 1 
J i dn't notic any unnatural inc linations. fie used intoxicants but not 
t o excess or habitually. His physical health is good and he bould 
Je able to 1/ithatand t he envi r onment: of a f oreign country. 

· :-~ortar 1 s ·nental and caotiona l frrune of mind is another thin~. 1 \-TRS never 
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i'otter \las ;~ctting himse l f into • 

. . 
Prc::Jerty of U.S. Chi! . Sl!rTice Commission. This report may 
r.Jt be transferred to anoth!!.r aqenc:y wrtl-out ;~r i or approvJI 

of the Commission, and i t may be recaned .at any · time. 



P:-oPffb "' ..;.S. Ci,il Sen ice Camm i!s ion . Th:\ r!'1'0"1 "'" 
no t ot tr.1nsferred to Jnother agency Without pr101' i pp:on! 

of the Comauss10n, ~nd tt may be reca lled 11 Ill)'. tuac ... 

he had somehow smuggled hi.uuself into the garret of a private home and 
was living there without the knowledge of the owners. I don•t r ecall 
where this happened or just what he waa doing in that area. Porter 
alao baa some unusual views on modern conveniences. He will not 
drive an automobile and I don't believe haa ever owned one. 1 think 
he is against modernization but then aa unsure as to just what his 
position is on many things. 

Porter is a complicated and completely out of the ordinary individual. 
I don't know anything about his loyalty to the United States but 
would say that he was a good American. He does have some unusual · 
as sociates and his writings are questionable from the area oe morality. 
However, I have not seen him personally in years and._ ...... _. 

How­
ever, there may be a method to his madriess so I will wi thhold any 
definite recommendation but will point t~ the reservations 1 have al­
ready mentioned. 
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