
Colby College Colby College 

Digital Commons @ Colby Digital Commons @ Colby 

Security Files Bern Porter Collection of Contemporary Letters 

1967 

U.S. Civil Service Commission Report (January/February, 1967) U.S. Civil Service Commission Report (January/February, 1967) 

Bern Porter 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/porter_security_files 

 Part of the National Security Law Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Porter, Bern, "U.S. Civil Service Commission Report (January/February, 1967)" (1967). Security Files. 6. 
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/porter_security_files/6 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Bern Porter Collection of Contemporary Letters at 
Digital Commons @ Colby. It has been accepted for inclusion in Security Files by an authorized administrator of 
Digital Commons @ Colby. 

http://www.colby.edu/
http://www.colby.edu/
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/porter_security_files
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/porter_collection
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/porter_security_files?utm_source=digitalcommons.colby.edu%2Fporter_security_files%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1114?utm_source=digitalcommons.colby.edu%2Fporter_security_files%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/porter_security_files/6?utm_source=digitalcommons.colby.edu%2Fporter_security_files%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


·f 

FOR UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT USE ONLY 

- . UNITED STATE!' CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 
NAME . ADDRESS 

BERJWU) lWIDER PORTER . 2001 Lee Higb Drive 
An: BIRll roRma HuntiiTille t Alabama 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

·Ffllln-n .. - 11. l Qll H~ulton. Maine 
POSITION AGENCY 

:Int. M. UNESCO. Parts France 
TYPE OF CASE esc CASE SERIAL NO. 

Full Fifllld. 4. 24.67.618 
PLAeE(S) OF INVESTIGATION PLAeE(S) OF RECORD SEARCH 

On no, As bland, Madisen, .Beltast 
Mad..awaslca, Presque Isla, HoultOn Bangor & Waterville, Maine 
a~ Guilford~ Maille 

OATE(S) OF. INVESTIGATION NAME OF INVESTIGATOR 

.T:~mun·v 1n 11 " Februarv 1 2 
3, .&4, 19'67 

Information in this report has been obtained under a pledge of confidence. The sources of information 
must not be disclosed to the person investigated. The infor!11ation must not be discussed with him in a man­
nerwhich would reveal or permit him to deduce its source. However, these restrictions do not apply to (1) in­
formation of public record; (2) information from law enforcement records ; and (3) information from Federal 
personnel records which could be obtained on request by the employee. 

This report is the property of the United States Civil Service Commission and may be recalled at any 
time. Transfer of this report to a nother agency is not permitted without prior consent of the Commission. 
The report and its contents must be safeguarded in a manner to prohibit unauthorized disclosure. Access is 
to be limited to those persons whose official duties require it. 

The testimony of all witnesses is given in substance unless indicated by quotation marks. 

SYNOPSIS 

Peri.od Covered; Approximately August, 1959 to February, 1960; 
A~t., 1960 to September, 1961 and December, 1961 to January, 1962. 
Investigation revealed that the subject was forced to resign from 
hi s teaching position at Ashland, Mains. One witness raised the 
question of whether the subject. was legally married to his listed 
spouse, :t-~argaret. Several witnesses described the subject as being 
a 11Screwball. 11 Local police files wars negative. Credit Bureau 
Records were negative on credit information. Date of birth was 
f ound to be discrepant in an employment record. Place o! birth 
was corroborated. 
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I have been a friend and neighbor o£ Harold Porter who is a success-
f ul Druggut here i n town and lives , a~ Number 81 
Madison Avenue. I first became acquainted with his brother Bernard 
ar ound Christmas of 1961 when he cams here after having bean teaching 
at some collage in New Hampshire. Bernard has been here, off and on, 
on a couple of other occasions as I recall. He is a Scientist but 
is a 11 Screwball" or "Oddball. 11 I heard that he left the teaching 
j ob in New Hampshire because of a morals question. His mDrals di dn't 
involve anyone other than Bernard and his so-called wife, Margaret. 
As I understand it, Bernard and Marg;1ret are h113band and wife in every 
regard except they don 1 t have a wedding certificate. I understand 
that Bernard had a previ.ous marriage which ended in divorce and I 
·understand that he didn't >Jant to tie himself down legally with another 
rtdfe. This is j ust hearsay from information I have gathered from his 
s ister-in-law. His first marriage was to a Show-girl in New York a 
long t ime ago. • 

·.·Jhen he cairB here in 1961, he stayed for a few mo nths and then I believe 
he went on a ualking trip through Russia. He a nd Margaret went alone 
and from what I gather, t hey walked f rom village to village to observe 
f irst hand how the people there lived. This i s quite an unusual way 
to do any traveling or touring. I think that Bernard, a lthough ·! like 
him, is very unstable in that he seams to roam all over t he world and 
doesn 't stay put in any one place. I cert.ainly liOUld not hire him for 
a j ob that 1-1ould require him to be around for a ny prolonged lengt h of 
t ime . He i s t he type of fe llow r.Jho 1-1ould j ust quit if he f ee ls like it. 
He i s a very independent thinker a nd i f there is a conversation going 
on in which he is not interested he will j ust i gnore everybody e lse 
t here. I recall at a social gathering at my home , that P.arnard stopped 
t here and read t he New York Sunda~ Times and ignored everybody the 
•..shola tine t he social ga thering lasted. He is not the t ype of fellow 
;-1ho e ngages in small talk . 

Hi s appearance seemed to be good. He has money but where he gets the 
money I do n 1 t know. No~ long ago he went to wor k: for the United Nations 
i n Paris and from there he was sent on to Brazilia , the new capital 
of Brazil in South Arr.erica. Just what he is doing there I do not know. 
He has so~ very far-out scientific ideas. He has talked about houses 
::-..ade of a ir in Hhich compressed air comes up out of the g!'9und and you 
don't have to have any walls or windows. He a l s o t alked about l'llomen 
and men painting clothes on t hemselves and if t hey wanted to change 
they just wash i t off. He alao tal:<ed about making clothing out of 
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paper so that it could be disposed ot a!ter a relatively" !e~ wearing&. 
He talked about buying a big mansion here i n Madison and setti ng up 
what he called a Thinking Fac·tory. 'Ibis mansion would be occupied 
by Professors and Scientists who were retired or on sabbatical leave. 
They would just stay there and think. Then i.f any ot t he industri e s 
1n the area required advice they would" be able to call on these pro­
fessors am scientists for help in any problema tha t arose. It is a 
-good idea and I believe it i:s ona that. ia now 1n effect at Princeton, 
.New Jersey. 

Bernard worked with Doctor Oppenheim and soma ot those other scientists 
on the Manhattan project when the Atomic Bomb was developed. He and 
a l ot of the other scientists who were connected with the Bomb left 
that organization because they were opposed to it being dropped on 
human beings as happened in Japan. 

He never expressed any political belie!s but I would assume that be 
is a normal patriotic American. From ncy- obse rvations, hils character 

·and rrorals are good. He seems to be a normal masculine type of indi­
vidual. As far as liquor is concerned he uses it ve ry sparingly am 
I have never seen any signs of intoxication about him • 

• 
He didn't belong to aey clubs or organizations. He seemed to s t ay 
i n his brother's home rr:ost of the t i rr.s and the only other home I have 
known him to visit was mine. He is a very quiet type of fellow and 
hard to ge t to know so he never had any friend8 around here. 

As far as security is concerned I believe that he would be perfectly 
lright. However if you are G~bsidering him for a j ob lasting for 

severa l years you might be disappointed and find that he just gets fed 
up and would walk away from it. 

INVESTIGATOR fS NOTE: Subject was not known to the 
Postmaster or Postal employees, nor was he personally 
known to any other peop-le. in the ne i ghborhood. 

MADISON :roLICE HEADQUARTERS, Record Search by _..-,.~-- . . :. r. • ,/ 

No record. 

CREDIT ;BUREAU OF 'rlATERVILLE, INCORroRATED, 27 Te mple Street, 
~aterville , Maine. (Ale~ covers Madison, Maine) Record Search 

by .;i' -----~· 
No record. 

'.J . a . OOV E RN MI! NT I" RI N T IN O OI",I C & 1 ttl• 112- IA. 
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BELFAST, MAI NE 

I f irst met Bern Porter about 1959 and last saw him about 1961 or 
1962. He is a brother of Doctor Everett Porter who ia an Optometrist 
here in town. Doctor Porter used to live at 106 Lee High Street but nov 
lives down on 4 Church Street. The family cornea originally from Houlton, 
Maine. Bern has never permanently resided hare in Belfast, but he haa 
spent vacations at the home of his brother Everett. 

He is married to a girl who used to be a Telephone Operator in California. 
Her name is Margaret. They do. not have any children. As far as I know 
t his is the only marriage for Bernard. They seem to be a devoted couple. 
She has a good business sense. From what I can gather Bern earned a lot 

_of rnnney over the years but like all scientists his mind was in the clouds 
and he didn't seem to know the value of money and just let it slip away. 

Most of what I know about him I have heard from his brother. Bern as 
I understand worked on the Atomic Bomb at the so-called Manhattan Project. 
He was never employed here in Belf -~st but I believe he was briefly 
employed as a teacher in northern Maine. 

I don't know that he ever became acquainted with anyone here in town. 
He was a hard person to get to know. You would be talking to him 
and then in the middle of a conversation he would walk away and start 
wr iting. He had a variety of interests in Physics, Art and Writing. 
He wrote Science literature and also some sort of story about play­
wright~. 

His character and morals were good. As far as I know he doesn't drink 
at all. He wouldn't drink because it might dull his thinking ability. 
I would say that he must have been inunature i n ::nney matters. I know 
absolutely nothing about his affiliations or associations. 

I have no r eason to question his loyalty t o the United States. He co~s 
f rom a good family background, he certainly is not the t ype of person 
t o talk t oo much, but I am not in a position to give him a positive 
recor~ndation because of my limited contact and knowledge of him. 

I I lOW that Bernard 
Porter who iB the brother of Everett Porter, an optometrist here in 
t own, did stay at his brother's home. He gave us forwarding addresses 

. •. aO V I"NMilNT ,.RINTINa O ffiCC 1 II~UI 21~··4· -4-
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which we kept for six months. However Bernard Porter thought that 
we should keep f orwarding ~il for him indef initely because be 
apparently wanted to keep his_ .brother' e address as his permanent . 
mailing place. · However, we could not keep this up and he was so 
informed. I never met him personally and know nothing about him. 
I do know that his brother Everett ia a very high-type fellow. I 
am unable to refer you to anyone here in town who might have known 
this person. 

I NVESTIGATOR 1 S NOTE : Neighbors in the vicinity of 
106 High Street were interviewed but none of them knew 
t he subject although they all knew Doctor Everett 
Porter quite well both as a neighbor and as their 
Optometrist. Everett Porter was interviewed but was 
unable to furnish the names of any persons in town 
who would have Known the subject. A check at the City 
Clerk's Office failed to reveal that the subject was 
ever a registered voter in Belfast nor had he ever payed a 
Poll Tax. 

Cr iminal Record 

BELFAST roLICE HEADQUARTERS, Record Search by R. Lawless, Chief 
of Police : 

No record. 

ASHLAND, MAI NE 

Employment 

ASHLAND COMMUNITY DISTRICT , Main Street, Record information furnished 
by a. ................................ ... 
Hy records show that Bernard Harden Porter, born February ll, 1911, 
was employed as a Teacher from August 22 , l 96o until December 21, 
1960, ~hen his contract was voided. The vote of the School Board 
on December 21 , l96o, stated reason for t ermination was lack of 
respect by the pupils, disregard to textbook content and lack·of 
control over student groups. He was paid $1,959 for 75 days~ ~f 
t eaching . His yearly salary would have been $4, 700 per year. His 
local address is j ust listed as Ashland, Maine. ~e have 180 legal 
school days but we start school i n August and then interrupt for 
two wee ks vacation during the potato harvest season. It is for this 
reason that he only worked 75 days between August 22 and December 21. 

According to our record he was married but his wti'e 1 s name is not 
listed. 
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Bernard Porter approximately t he last week: in August of . 1960. tie 
came to Asblarxl f rom Calis, Maine and when he was terminated he moved 
ta Madaw~slca, Maine. 
because he .has a Bachelor's and ;~star's De~ee in Science, however 
• • • ,._ ..,. ,_ ~ '"" "-4 ''-J•<J I t' Bernard to 
·teach English because he has a literary background also. · He waa married 
but didn't have any: children. I don't recall his wife 's first name . 
He is ·a very intelligent type or person but j ust di dn't work out as a 
Teacher. The school regulations permitted the teachers to srrake in 
the Teacher's room but the . students were not permitted to smoke anywhere 
in the buildings or on the school grounds. It was found that Bernard 
Porter was allowing his students to s moke during t he lunch hour in 
the class room. that if the teachers ha d 
the right to s~ke then the pupils had the right to smoke • 
........ he agreed to discontinue this but from time to time by 
observation, it was found that he was again allowing the students to 
s moke. 

Al l teachers are required to keep a lesson plan book filled out two 
days in advance. This is a regulation enforced in practically all 
s chools· i n the United States. Bernard Porter refused to do this tlll~ 

Then it developed that ne was presenting 
literature of a sexual nature to the students. This t ype of literature ! 
wight have been alright with gro~-upa but with children of high school 
age it was not acceptable or proper . I don't recall whether he read 
the literature or poetry from books or whether the poems were his own 
creations, or j ust what the situat ion raa . However on t he basis of 
these three main areas . This was a forced 
resi nation and he was >·lell-a-ware of t he reason for his termination. 

there would have been a great uprising 
by the parents in t he co rmnunity. I definitely would not consider hi m 
f or rehire. 

As far as his own personal morals >'le re concerned I never heard anything 
obj ectionable about him. To my knowledge he did not use intoxicants. 
In his spare t ime he did a lot of walking and hitchhiking. !•leekend.a 
he and his wife used to hitchhike all around t hrough the surrounding 
areas. I don 1 t believe he was friendly with aeyone in town even among 
t he schoolteachers. In the llDrning he would go into his class room 
and he would stay there all day and have nothing to do with the other 
teachers. 

He never said or did anything that would cause me to question his 
loya l ty to the United States. I think his complete disregard for 
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t he rules and regulations was a serious matter. For this reason 
I would not recommend him for .a position of trust vital t o our 
national security. He is the t ype of person who does as be pleases 
ani ignores rules aruf regulations. He would not create a very goqd 
impress ion because if' he were talking to somebody and didn't have 
any interest in what they were talking . a bout, he would j ust ~1alk 
away and leave them standing in the mitldl• of the floOr by themselves . 

I am a member of the local School Board now and was in 196o when 
Be rnard Porter ~as a teacher here. He was a real queer sort of peraon. 
He did not act in a normal sort of way. He was an English teacher 
and instead of teaching properly Has writing and encouraging the stu­
dents to uri te poetry. He told them not to be ashamed or afraid to 
uri te about sex. He used vulgar expressions in class and smutty talk. 
The School Board received complaints from parents about the poetry • 

. ~/e 'had complair..sd. to the Superintendent a nd Principal about hi s lack 
of discipline in the classroom but they di d nothing . Porter j ust 
wa lked around the classroom and didn't seem to be aware that t he pupils 
were present. Then when he referred to the girl students as whores 
the Board told the Superintendent to fire him or allow him to resign. 
He should have been a1-rare of the reasons for his termination of contract 
because t he Superintendent told him as directed by t he ~embers of the 
School Board. 

Be rnard Porter <las married but I don 1 t reca 11 his wife's name. He 
didn't drink as fa r as I know. He didn't belorus to an:y clubs or take 
part in any town activities. He didn't have any friends at all. He 
j ust seemed to w3lk around town by hinself. He never made any sexual 
overtures to any of the students but the talk was not good. 

As far as loyaU.y to the United States >-ras : concerned I did hear some 
s ort of rumors or t alk but there was no thing concrete. I certainly 
i.;ould not r ehire hi m a s a teacher and would not rec ormr.end him for a 
posi t ion of t rust im:olving our national security. 

I knew Bernard Porter a~ a fellow teacher here in Ashland for a period 
of f our rr.o nths. He ·Has a vary queer sort of person• He had one 
shirt to his name and I never saw him with a..'10ther shirt on during the 
t hree or f our mo nths he was around. He didn 1t have a car and used 
t o walk a nd hitchhike a ll around. He was not a talkative. type person 
:md not the t ype of individual you could ge t to know an.ythin.g a bout. 
:ro one seemed to like him in town. 

-.--------···- -.. . I" r ecall 
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t hat in the fall of 1960, -w:h,en we had a vacation during the potato 
harvest , Bernard and his wife went to some Literary Convention i ri 
Canada. Towards t he end of the vacati on we were having a Teacher' s 
Convention i n Portland and Bernard and his wif e showed up there a 'J,.l 
covered with grass or hay. He said that. they had run out of money 
while in Canada and had to hitchhike back and had to s l eep in a field 
in Port lam. I don 1 t recall his wife 1 B name. She was an odd type 

·of person also. 

He got threw I think mainly because he called the girls in the cla:ul­
room prostit.utes. I don't know aey of the detai ls . There was so!Tlll­
t hing funny about. him because in the swmnar of 1961, an FBI Agent 

· interviewed rrs about Bernard am asked if I ~-rould appear in court 
i f required to testify . There was a question about his loyalty as 
f ar as stories I hear:;: but nothing that you could put your finger 
on . I 1-rould hate to stop him from getting a job but on the basis 
of t he way he was here I could not recommend him for a position of 

·trust vital to our national security. 

. . . 
~ I . ' ~ . . . ~ . ' ....... -· -· -

I knew Bernard Porter during the four months he taught English at 
t pe hi~h school in Ashland, .Haine. I i-Ja s •••••••••••• 
•••••••••• 'that year and received complaints that he wa s 
passing out mimeographed literature that was sexy. I don't recall 
specifically the words used in the literature nor the phrases used. 
The complaint was passed on by me to the School Board and Mr . Porter 
was fire·d. I do not recall that· any co mplaints ..,.rere made about any­
t hing that he said in class. He didn 't bother the .boys or girls. 

Bernard Porter was a very odd sort of person and did not mix in 
~d th the teachers or the people in the coiT!D!uni ty. He and his rrlfe 
:·;ere alone and didn't have any children. I don't recall her name. 
She see~d to be· a very nice person. 

As f ar as character and morals are concerned, I wouldn't want.. him 
t o teach rrry children nor anyone e lses children. He did not drink 
as f ar as I know. He didn't belong to any c l ubs or organizations. 
He and his wife did a lot of walking and seemed to be outdoor 
t ypes of people. 

There is nothing questionable about his loyalty to the United States. 
I Hould not recormnend him for a position of trust with the United 
States Gover~~nt. 

U . • · CIOVKftNMKNT P' .. INTINC3 OJI'JI'ICK • 111M 31291AI 
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I '· tihs formerii a resident of Ashland, Maine, and•••••••• 
·s chool Board in 1960 when Bernard Porter was hired to teach there-. 

1tle normally have an opportunity to interview caDiidates for teaching 
positions but in 1960, he was hired in a hurcy by the Superintendent 
of Schools because of a last minute withdrawa l of a te'acher. Bernard 

· Porter is what I would call a 11 Sorewball11 but he was not. crazy by 
any mearu~. I think that he was· an intelligent. man but. was not ab'le 
to direct this intelligence properly. He had a good educational 
baokgrourul but did not work out as a Teacher am had to be f ired. The 
parents in the community were up in arms about the way he was teachi.n.g 
English. He see mad to lead all or many c lass discussions into the 
f i eld of Sex. He put a lot of emphasis on poetry and the material 
he gave to. tha students was either in t he form of his own poetry or 
books of poetry. ~-Jhatever 1-1ay he gave it to them it t.;as of a sexy 
nature. In the1118elves these poems were alright for adults but not 

· f or children. On the order of the school board he was fired by the 
Superintendent of Schools. 

He >ms rather sloppy about h±s appearance. He did no t drink as far 
a s I know. I don't think that the fe llow is oompletely normal 
as far as his :::ind was concerned. Sometimes be lTould talk with you 
very coherently and in a normal fashion. Other times in the middle of 
a conversation he would just walk away from you. 

I know nothiru; about his funds or what he did in his spare time. 
Nothing that I can recall r a ised a ques tion of his loyalty to the 
United States. ?rior to his coming vTe had had a problem r egarding 
questionable loyalty of the Principal and Assistant Principal but 
thi s never came up on Bernard Porter. I •-vould not rehire him as a 
teacher and definitely ~vould not recommend him for a position of 
trust vttal to our mtional security. 

I j ust knew Bernard Porter during the fall of 196o when he taught 
school here in town. He was: a very quiet sort of person and never 
had much to s.ay. I know him through · . 
·.hill I A ·His character and roorals seemed to be o«.ay and I never 
:.Cnew of him drinking. He seemed to be emotionally stable and mature. 

I did hear that he got fired but I have no first-hand information 
on that. I know nothing about his af!'iliation.1 or assooiatioru!l. I 

u . 1 . aova,.PH•t•HT ~fUHTINO OII'P'ICII: • 1tn atz-ue -9-
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believe in his spa..re time he_ did sotna writing . 

The re was some talk about loyalty but I don 't know just what wa s invol­
ved. I don't feel that I can recommend him for a position of trwst 
both because I don 1 t know enough about him and becauae ot this queltion 
which was ta lked. about. He was married but I don't recall his wife's 
nal!ll . 

I only knew Bernard Porter during the three or four roonths t hat he was 
a schoo 1 teacher here. He carre here as a teacher, was fired around Christmas 
of 1960. He wa·s a very brilliant person and I think that he was too 
i i1telli gent an intellectual for this community. He was fired for ma king 
s t atements in school. He taught English and some bow or other the class 
discussions involved the use of the word whore. Between classes a boy 
asked for a definition and example of the word whore and Mr. Porter 
pointed to a group of girls in the classroom or the corridor and said 
t hat they were whores. This was overheard and r eported to the School 
Board al¥1 ha \-las fired. I don 1 t think persctna lJ¥ t hat he meant t hat 
i n the way that it sounded. 

He s eemed like a very nice man. I never knew of him to use intoxicating 
b'3verages. He was quite different from the type of person that we have 
here in town but I t hink that it was j ust beca use he wa s an intellectual. 
He didn't associate with anyone in t he community that I know about. He 
was a very good teacher and helped sorrs of the pupils in their other 
courses such as i'"Iath and Science. I do n 1 t believe he belonged to any 
c l ubs. 

I never had any reason to question his loy a lty but because of ta lk about 
him, I woul d not r e commend him. However I must say that I never saw 
anythi ng wro ng with Mr . Porter. 

--~~ ... ; .. ., ....... . . ... .. 

ASHLAND FQLICE HEADQUARTERS. Record Search by -w••••••· 
No record. 

ORONO, MAINE 

REGISTRAR 1 S OFFICE, Univer91ty of }1a1ne, Record information furnished 
byw' .................. . 
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Our records show that Bernard Harden i-'orter, born Houlton, Maine, 
February- 14, 1911, ho me address, P. o. Box 164 Ashland , Maine , · 
took a Correspondence Course running from September 1, 1960 to 
January 4, 1961. This was an educational course entitled, Teachipg 
Reading in the Elerrentary School. He ·received a grads of' 11 B11 for 
this course. This is the only information I have on this former 
Correspondence Student. I am unable to refer you to anyone who 

. mi ght have known him personally. 

I c. j · · j 

UNIVERSITY MLICE DEPARTMENT. Record Search by ·---··--

No record. 

ORONO FOLICE HEADQUARTERS. Record Search by . f ..... . ' -.. • 

No record. 

On Hay 26, 1962, ~iB did a Credit Investigation fo r the Garden State 
Cr edit Bureau of Clifton, New Jersey on Bernard Harden Porter, wife, 
Hargaret. Their local .:~d.dress was shown as l o6 High Street, Belfast, 
!1aine. He ':·iaS found to be approximately age 50 and a self-employed 
retired Physicist and Book Publisher. It was found that he did 
assignments f or the Government throu~hout the country in the Physics 
line. At the t ime of the investigation he was living in Florida but 
TtTe do not have his Florida address. His address previous to New 
Jersey apparently >-<as 677East Colorado Street, Pasadena, California. 
Nothing unsatisfactory Has found regarding this person. 

: lAD.AWASKA, HAINE 

..-11•••••••••••••--North Star Hotel, 38 Bridge Street. 

I do not have any records and -don 1 t reca-ll the name of the person, 
t hat in 1961, a r..an about age 50, and his wif'e carne here tq ata:y. He 
~•as not at all friendly and had no personality. I t ried to be friendly 
:d th him and talk but he used to j ust walk away. . He payed his bills 
a nd never caused any trouble. He did not work and every day he and his 
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wife used to walk over the bridge to Canada. This made me ·au.spicioua 
and I asked the IITIJTdgratiozi people to do an investi gat ion or hi m. 
The FBI investiga ted him I heard, and he turned out to be alright . 
He was some sort of a rnriter and was t yping in h1s room practi cally 
all the time ••he n he wasn 1t out walking . He was here for several· 
months and left . I don't know if' · he l eft because I had him investi­
gated or j u.st what the cause was. As far as he waa concerned, rather 
t han causing you to be auspicioua, I know nothing derogatory regarding 

"him • 

. ?rior to coming here he lived 1n an apart!TI8nt at the borne of••••p ••1 and I th1.nk that she kicked him out because he and his wif e 
appeared to be so strange • 

•••••••••••• 445 Hain Street. 

I recall that in 1961 I had a man and wife stay here for about two 
c-Tee ks before I told them I needed the apar tment they '"ere occupying. 
They uent from here to the North Star Hotel and I never saw them 
af ter that. 

They -...rare a very s trange · couple. The man appeared to be about 50 years 
of age and his wife somewhat older. They were not friendly and didn't 
seem t o want to talk. As I recall, she sai d they had co me here fron 
Hexico . 

The ma n s pent a lot of time >..-riting and I used to hear the typewriter 
goi ng all hours of the night. The •~man used to take a lot of l etters 
to the Post Office. I 1vas afraid that they were members of s ome 
llilUsual r e ligi ous sect and were trying to convert people in the town. 
This t.;as why they f r i ghtened me and I asked t hem to leave. 

He had a lot of books. I know they Here here in the cold weather 
"be cause he -.-ore a quilted jacket over his suit. This is all I can 
r ecall about him and his 1rlfe. I do not have any record3 that far 
back and do not r ecall their name. 

United States Post Office. 

I r ecall a man named Bernard Porter receiving his rrail here, care of 
General De livery about six years ago. He 1-1as a queer looking sort 
of parson and dressed in a sloppy fashion. There was a lot of talk 
~bout him because he was around so long and didn't seem to have any 
j ob. I heard after1·rards that he was investigated by t he palice and 
i t turned out that he was doing some sort of research. He· was a very 
quiet t ype of fellow. He received mail from all over t he country. 

orne of the mail was addressed to him as Bernard Brooks as well as 
Bernard Porter. He must have been around here six or more months. , . . 
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I recall he lived part of the time at the North Star Hotel .on 
Bridge Street. That 1-s at :number 35 and it is the lowest number 
on Bridge Street. 

In addition to seeing him at the Po at Office I used to sea him out 
on .:the road toialking. He U:Sed to walk up and down Mai-n Street looking 
in the stores and just walking along. A f e llow acting in a town 
such as this would naturally cause BUBpicion. This is the only 

· information I have on l>Ir . Port~r •. I used to say Good Morning to him 
a nd ·.he would say Good Horning aM that is all. He wasn't the t ype 
you could get to engage 1-n a conversation. 

I recall Bernard Porter being around town for five or six months 
back in 1961. He had a wife with him but I don't recall her name . 
A fe llow who is just hangi-ng around without any apparent rreans of 
i.'1come -stands o'ut J,.i ~<e a sore thumb in a town of this size. He and 
his \die lived at the riorth Star Hotel. 

Ny only personal contact "Ai. t)l him was on one occasion when I talked 
t o him about walking on the railroad t rac ks. He said that he meant 
no harm and \-las j ust vra lking that way and found it convenient to 
>va1k on the tracKs. He paid his bills as far as I know and seemed 
t o be a very nice man. He told me that he ~as a writer. This is 
t he only information that I have on this i-ndividual. 

I i0UT.igration Depa:r:tment, Bridge Street. 

I recall a Bernard Porter being around town here for a period of 
f ive or six rn nths back in 1961. He lived at the North Star Hotel 
~mich is right near here. :ve became auspicious of hL'Tl because he 
and his wife used to Ha lk over the bridge to Canada most every day. 
On other occasions he loo uld stand in t he middle of the bridge f or 
hours at a time just looking at the ••ater a nd the cars going by . Other 
times he would stand here near the I mmigration Station and watch the 
cars bein£5 procassed as they came over f rom Canada . ~·le thought that 
he migh·t have been trying to figure out a way to smuggle people in. 
However he Has intervievlf3d and 1 t h'BS found that he vJas a United 
St ates citizen alright, and was in the area gathering material for 
some sort of. a book t hat he was going to write. I don't believe any 
report loJas made of this incident nor do I know if' we asked the FBI 
or any other goverlll!Snt agency to investigate this ma n. 'This is the 
only inforrr.a.tion I know about him. 
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HAD,A\vASKA FULICE HEADQUAR~. Record Search by ..... ., 

No record. 

. HOULTON, MAINE 

HOULTON PIONEER TIMES (Record Search by Inves tigator) 

This is a week~ newspaper and an article dated October 15, 196o, 
was f ound relating to the subj ect. The arti cle is a• follows: LOCAL 
"OOY" MAKES GOOD. BmN FURTER VISITS HOULTON. 

Re nown Physicist Also Head of the Porter Publishing Company-Ha• 
Hany Varied Interests. 

Hardwood trees in Tasmania, Houses made of air , Communication system8 
f or the Atlas Missiles, Clothing that sprays on f rom the shower, 
Atomic Bombs, Experimental literature, I nstitute of Advanced Thinking. 

i-Ie>v alphabet, Publishing, 4 year old PhD 1 s s l eep reading, Bills in 
pi ll f or;n am 

Ta lking :·ri th Bern Porter , a Houlton native, born in Porter 1 s settlement 
about f ifty years ago, i s difficult. 

Subjects, strange and varied, popped to the surface as though one 
:;ere quickly thu.11bing a mas sive encyclopedia. 

Bern Po rter is a reno>vned Phy sicist-he go t his advanced degree from 
Brown after bei ng graduated from Colby-Writer of several books, of 
,-;n re than 200 articles, Scientist, Raconteur, :lorld traveler and 
Envisioner of t he t·mrld of torrorrow. He is a local boy who bas made 
60od in a h~~ed different ways. 

Po r ter , ~ried with no chil dren, is a Chairman of t he Board of 
Ber n Por te r P11bli..shin.g , which prints Vangird Ser ieB of books sold 
in Universities and book stores throughout the world. Bern Porter 
Publishing Has founded in 1937 but "Now I am gettin6 rcy checks every 
!TlO nth, do i ns some special >v-ork _ and just traveling, " Porter said. 

Porter was in the to1vn of his birth last week for the fir~t tir.-.a in 
t hirty years. rle and his wife were passing t hrough after a trip to 
New Foundland '""here they were tracking down a lead on an as yet 
unpublished •~rite-up. 
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Before that Porter was in Tasmania where be ~-~as conducting· a 15Cient1f1c 
study on Hardwood Trees, a: major industry. In the mean~ime, he .was in 
Arizona on a Pilot Project (Institute of Advanced Thinking) in which 
a house is being constructed there. 

And in Chicago, Scientists in his program are painstakingly working on 
a whole new system of communications which centers around a new alpha­
bet and print ing. The Air House is most fascinating. 

Here, compressed air is shot skywards through 3 inch roots in t he 
ground. These upward rr.aving air streams form an invisible barrier 
through which neither heat nor cold can rr.ove. In such a house there 
would be no windows or door15. Aluminum screens w·ould be drawn for 
pr ivacy. 

Porter apparently doesn't mind the invitation of ridicule due to the 
r evolutionary departure of his interest in work. 

"~ve are using our resources up faster than nature can replace them. 
~le must turn to the sun, sea, and air. These are the resources of 
the future and •·•a rrust learn to harness them for use," he said. 

Porter •..ras a consulting Physicist in the development of t he first 
Atom Bomb. He has been a consultant in the development of communi­
c.ation systems for :nissiles. He appreciates the past for what it 
i s but insists r..ankind can live better and r.ore efficiently in the pre­
sent by continually probing the future. 

He admits his projects may sesm ludicrous to the everyday ~an, but 
11 Someday t hey 1-1ill take these things for granted, jWJt as today we take 
t he mighty pm·rer of the rockets for granted. 11 

The Porter:! uon' t hang their hats anyt·lhere right now. They are on 
the move constantly, studying, interviewi..ng and watching. 11 Soon, 
He are oing to return to ~faine and live here, ;; Bern declared. 

• ' • • ·~ f ', , 

I 

HOULTaN roLICE HEADQUA.ItTERS, Records searched 

No record. 
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