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Honors Theses and Senior Scholars Papers: Formatting Standards 

The format of your digital Honors Thesis or Senior Scholars paper is similar to the format for a 
paper version. Prefer your specific department or program guidelines if they are provided.  

Font: No particular font size or style is required. Choose a standard readable font, usually at 
least 12pts in size.

Margins: Margins should follow standard format of either 1" or 1-1/2". 

Title Page (first page): There should be a distinct title page identifying the author(s), type of 
project (Senior Scholars, Honors), college department/program, and date: 

Title  

Author  

Senior Scholar or Honors Thesis 

Department 

© [date] (copyright statement1; for example, © 2006) or Creative Commons license2. 

Signature page (second page): The page signed by your advisor(s), tutors, readers, and chair of 
the Independent Study Committee, as appropriate 

Abstract page (third page) with an abstract of 250 words or less. 

Digital File Format: PDF format is preferred, but other document file formats can be 
accommodated.  

File Naming: The libraries recommend that you name your file using the following template: 
LastnameFirstinitial_[Honors or SeniorScholar]_[4-digit year of graduation].pdf (or .doc, etc.) 
Example: MelvilleH_Honors_2018.pdf 

*Paper stock for bound copies: if you choose to obtain a bound print version of your paper, use
standard thesis paper of at least 25% rag content.

Sample title pages and signature pages can be viewed by browsing Colby theses online: 
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/honorstheses/ 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

 Matt LeVan, Digital Archives Librarian: mlevan@colby.edu  u

1 For copyright statement guidelines, see: http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/401.html 
2 For more information, see: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ 

 




