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culture cannot perforce accommodate the testament of religious
prophets and tradition—*“the far-sent message of the years.”

“Credo” is then, as the title implies, an affirmation of Chris-
tian faith, or as close to one as we are likely to find in
Robinson’s poetic canon. Moreover, this affirmation is striking-
ly firm and resolute against an explicit background of conditions
unconducive to faith in anything beyond man’s power to per-
ceive sensually or to empiricize. The narrator knows, meaning
that he has read and understands and accepts, the “message.”
He feels, meaning that he believes or intuits, that in death (“the
black and awful chaos of the night”), which he “welcomes when
he fears,” will come the “glory of the Light.” Finally, in that
Light—knowledge, wisdom, revelation, Christ—he will appre-
hend the true meaning and full significance of his former ex-
istence.

The narrator’s spiritual journey, different in time, conditions,
and character from that of, say, the Magi, will nevertheless re-
sult in similar revelation and exaltation. His is a journey
through life and experience in the modern world, and his ex-
pectation, his credo, is that at its termination the Light will re-
veal complete justification of his worldly being. That belief, as
it did for Everyman and will for every man, sustains him
“through it all—above, beyond it all.”

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
ROBERT P. TRISTRAM COFFIN: ADDENDA

By RicHARD CARY

he three basic sections of this bibliography have appeared in

the issues of Colby Library Quarterly for December 1965,
June 1966, and December 1966. The following entries have
been garnered in the continuing search for Coffin’s plenitudinous
publications. It is planned to consolidate these installments
into a comprehensive volume after other additions have been
reaped and several snags have been cleared. The editor solicits
information concerning any items not as yet included in these
four preliminary listings.
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BOOKS BY RPTC

CHRISTMAS IN MAINE. Falmouth, Maine: Foreside Press,
1958. Also, Los Angeles: Sterling Press, [1962].

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS

“Poetry,” in Collier’s Encyclopedia (New York: P. F. Collier &
Son Corp., 1950-1959), XVI, 139-140; (1960-1961),
XV, 507-508.

Introduction to Alice Ewing Vail, The Big Thicket (San An-
tonio, Texas: Naylor Co., 1952), vii-viii.

Foreword to Lone-Star Longhorns (Cleveland: American Weave
Press, 1953), [i-ii].

IN ANTHOLOGIES

Poems

“The Ship O’ Bed,” in Louis Untermeyer (editor), This Singing
World for Younger Children (New York: Harcourt,
Brace & Co., 1926), 298-300.

“The Ship O’ Bed,” in Louis Untermeyer (editor), This Singing
World (Junior Edition), (New York: Harcourt, Brace &
Co., 1926), 298-300.

“Golden Falcon,” in Jessie B. Rittenhouse (editor), The Third
Book of Modern Verse (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1927), 129-130.

“The Barnacles,” in Henry Harrison (editor), The Grub Street
Book of Verses, 1929 (New York: Henry Harrison, 1929),
15-16.

“The Ship O’ Bed,” in Robert Haven Schauffler (editor), The
Junior Poetry Cure (New York: Dodd, Mead & Co.,
1931), 141-143.

“Terrae Illuminatae,” “Sunrise: Maine Coast,” in R. L. Paget
(editor), Cap and Gown: A Treasury of College Verse.
Fourth Series (Boston: L. C. Page & Co., 1931), 93-94,
239-240.

“The Jelly Fish,” in Thomas Walsh (editor), The Catholic An-
thology (New York: Macmillan Co., 1932), 493-494.
“Crystal Moment,” in Louis Untermeyer & Carter Davidson

(editors), Poetry: Its Appreciation and Enjoyment (New
York: Harcourt, Brace & Cc., 1934), 347.
“Crystal Moment,” in Walter Alvin Briggs & William Rose
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Benet (editors), Great Poems of the English Language
(New York: Tudor Publishing Co., 1936), 1429-1430.

“My Friend,” in William J. Farma (editor) Prose, Poetry, and
Drama for Oral Interpretation. Second Series (New York:
Harper & Bros., 1936), 149.

“Crystal Moment,” “The Spider,” in Adolph Gillis & William
Rose Benet (editors), Poems for Modern Youth (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1938), 301-302, 311-312.

“Love in a Chimney,” in The Biographical Dictionary of Con-
temporary Poets: The Who’s Who of American Poets
(New York: Avon House, 1938), 93.

“The Young Calves,” in Marjoriec Barrows (editor), 200 Best
Loved Poems for Boys and Girls (New York: Grosset &
Dunlap, 1938), 110-111.

“Golden Falcon,” “The Jelly Fish,” in Thomas Walsh (editor),
The Catholic Anthology (New York: Macmillan Co.,
1939), 493-494.

“Now the Great God Sun Descends,” in Gladys de Silva Bates &
Helena Kay (editors), Literature for Interpretation (Bos-
ton: Expression Co., 1939), 295.

“One Who Knows His Sea-Gulls,” in Walter de la Mare
(editor), Behold, This Dreamer (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1939), 545.

“First Flight,” in Horace J. McNeil (editor), Poems for a
Machine Age (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.,
1941), 19-29.

“Two Women Under a Maple,” “Maine Valley,” in Harriet
Marcella Lucas (editor), Prose and Poetry of Today: Re-
gional America (Syracuse: L. W. Singer Co., 1941), 17-
18.

“The Lady of the Tomahawk,” “Lazybones,” “The Means Mas-
sacre,” “Ballad of Cap’n Pye,” in Max T. Hohn (editor),
Stories in Verse (New York: Odyssey Press, 1943), 17-18,
107-108, 215-219, 286-290.

“Square-Toed Princes,” in E. A. & Neal M. Cross (editors),
Literature: A Series of Anthologies (New York: Macmillan
Co., 1944), 323,

“At the Lowest Ebb of Night,” in Stanton A. Coblentz (editor),
The Music Makers (New York: Bernard Ackerman,
1945), 41-42.
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“Strange Holiness,” “The Secret Heart,” “A Fire at Night,” in
Ira Dilworth (editor), Twentieth Century Verse (Toronto:
Clarke, Irwin & Co., 1945), 107-111.

“The Fog,” in Charles W. Cooper (editor), Preface to Poetry
(New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1946), 629-630.
“Country Church,” “Good Friday Song,” in Halford E. Luccock
& Frances Brentano (editors), The Questing Spirit: Re-
ligion in the Literature of Our Time (New York: Coward-

McCann, Inc., 1947), 297-298, 411-412,

“The Warning,” in August Derleth (editor), Dark of the Moon:
Poems of Fantasy and the Macabre (Sauk City, Wisconsin:
Arkham House, 1947), 319.

“First Flight,” in Horace J. McNeil & Dorothy S. Zimmer
(editors), Living Poetry (New York: Globe Book Co.,
1949), 19-29.

“The Hearts Grew,” ‘“Pasture Pools,” “Taking the Turn,” in
Elizabeth Collette, & others (editors), Writers in America
(Boston: Ginn & Co., 1949), 363-364.

“Crystal Moment,” in Rewey Belle Inglis, & others (editors),
Adventures in American Literature (New York: Harcourt,
Brace & Co., 1951), 331-332.

“The Pheasant,” “The Skunk,” “The Young Calves,” in May
Hill Arbuthnot (editor), Time for Poetry (Chicago: Scott,
Foresman & Co., 1951), 88, 99, 124.

“The Ghost-March,” in Lone-Star Longhorns (Cleveland:
American Weave Press, 1953), [iii].

“The Pheasant,” “The Skunk,” “The Young Calves,” in May
Hill Arbuthnot (editor), The Arbuthnot Anthology of
Children’s Literature (Chicago: Scott, Foresman & Co.,
1953), 52, 57, 66.

“America Was Schoolmasters,” “An American Religion,”
“Every Son Must Rise Above His Father,” in Elizabeth
Collette, Tom Peete Cross, & Elmer C. Stauffer (editors),
Within the Americas (Boston: Ginn & Co., 1955), 15-16.

“He Learned from Primers,” in Elizabeth Collette, Tom Peete
Cross, & Elmer C. Stauffer (editors), Beyond the Seas
Boston: Ginn & Co., 1955), 517.

“John Popham,” in Elinor Parker (editor), 100 Poems About
People (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1955), 99-
101.
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“The Starfish,” “The Spider,” in Helen Plotz (editor), Imagina-
tion’s Other Place; Poems of Science and Mathematics
(New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1955), 83, 108-109.

“The Young Calves,” “The Cripple,” in Miriam Blanton Huber
(editor), Story and Verse for Children (New York: Mac-
millan Co., 1955), 135, 136.

“He Learned from Primers,” in J. N. Hook, & others (editors),
Literature of Achievement (Boston: Ginn & Co., 1957),
226-2217.

“The Skunk,” in Helen Ferris (editor), Favorite Poems Old and
New (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday & Co., 1957), 168.

“This Is My Country,” “Pasture Pools,” in J. N. Hook, & others
(editors), Literature of America (Boston: Ginn & Co.,
1957), 490-492.

“Crystal Moment,” in Walter Loban & Dorothy Holstrom
(editors), Adventures in Appreciation (New York: Har-
court, Brace & World, 1958), 208

“America Is Corn,” “Little Boys of Texas,” “America Was
Schoolmasters,” in Gerald D. McDonald (editor), 4 Way
of Knowing (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1959),
158-159, 167-168, 173-174.

“Christening-Day Wishes for My God-Child, Grace Lane Berk-
ley II,” “Where I Took Hold of Life,” in Sara & John E.
Brewton (editors), Birthday Candles Burning Bright: A
Treasury of Birthday Poetry (New York: Macmillan Co.,
1960), 34, 122,

“Alexander Graham Bell Did Not Invent the Telephone,” “The
Pheasant,” ““The Skunk,” “The Young Calves,” in May
Hill Arbuthnot (editor), Time for Poetry (Chicago: Scott,
Foresman & Co., 1961), 42-43, 54, 59, 72.

“Lonely Lover,” “Old Farmer Alone,” in D. J. Klemer (editor),
Modern Love Poems (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday &
Co., 1961), 104, 106.

“The Secret Heart,” in William Cole (editor), Poems for Sea-
sons and Celebrations (Cleveland: World Publishing Co.,
1961), 103-104.

“Yankee Cradle,” in Ogden Nash (editor), Everybody Ought
to Know (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1961), 102-
103.

“Crystal Moment,” “The Spider,” in Edwin Rakow (editor),
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Lyric Verse (New York: Odyssey Press, 1962), 85-86,
179-180.

“We Put on the Buffalo,” “Citizens in the Round,” “Lullaby for
Peregrine,” “The Captains of Small Farms,” “My Father
Loved the Jumping-Off Places,” ‘“Hen Overboard,” in
William D. Sheldon, Nellie Lyons, & Polly Roualt
(editors), The Reading of Poetry (Boston: Allyn & Bacon,
Inc., 1963), 289-290, 290-291, 293-294, 308-309, 309-
311, 327-328.

“Crystal Moment,” in Robert A. Bennett, Verda Evans, & Ed-
ward J. Gordon (editors), Types of Literature (Boston:
Ginn & Co., 1964), 471, with analysis on 472-473.

“This Is My Country,” in Robert C. Pooley, & others (editors),
Exploring Life Through Literature (Chicago: Scott, Fores-
man & Co., 1964), 176.

“Star-Pudding,” in David Aloian (editor), Poems and Poets
(St. Louis: McGraw-Hill Co., 1965), 273-274.

“Tree-sleeping,” “Thunder Pools,” in Sara Hannum & Gwendo-
lyn E. Reed (editors), Lean Out of the Window: An An-
thology of Modern Poetry (New York: Atheneum, 1965),
54, 70.

Prose

“My Best Uncle,” in Ralph L. Woods (editor), A Treasury of
Friendship (New York: David McKay Co., 1957) 289-
293,

“Cradle of Democracy,” in Matilda Bailey & Ullin W. Leavell
(editors), A World Expanding (New York: American
Book Co., 1963), 294-296.

“The Lobstering Man,” in Robert A. Bennett, Verda Evans, &
Edward J. Gordon (editors), Types of Literature (Boston:
Ginn & Co., 1964), 265-274.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO PERIODICALS AND
NEWSPAPERS

Poems
1919

“St. Ive’s Hall,” “Till the White Cock Crows,” Nassau Literary
Magazine, LXXIV (February), 97-101.
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1921
“Now I Lay Me,” First Parish Calendar, No. 714 (February 6),
[4].
1933

“The Church on the Hill,” First Parish Calendar, No. 1200
(September), [4].

1935

“The Church on the Hill,” First Parish Calendar, No. 1259
(September), [4].

1936
“Poem to Mark Twain,” Mark Twain Quarterly, I (Fall), 9.
“The Shropshire Lad,” Mark Twain Quarterly, I (Winter), 11.
1937

“Lantern in the Snow,” “Go to the Barn With a Lantern,” “Get-
ting Ready for Town,” “Crystal Moment,” “The Secret
Heart,” “Lazybones,” ‘“The Rocker,” “The Fog,” “This Is
My Country,” 132nd Annual Report, New England Society
in the City of New York (1937), 34-45.

1946

“The Church on the Hill,” First Parish Calendar, No. 1613
(March 24), [4].

“The Hens of Captain Toothaker,” “Water Diviner,” Murphy’s
Tavern Quarterly, 11 (Autumn), 23-26, 87-88.

ABOUT RPTC

Dorothy Emerson, ‘“Poetry Corner,” Scholastic, XXIX (October
3, 1936), 9.

“Coffin, Robert P. Tristram,” The Biographical Dictionary of
Contemporary Poets: The Who’s Who of American Poets
(New York: Avon House, 1938), 93.

John L. Foley, “Strong Hands of Prayer,” Scholastic, XXXIV
(March 18, 1939), 23-24E. With facsimile of Coffin
letter.

“Bob Coffin Day,” Bowdoin Alumnus, XXII (August 1948),
16.

Raymond C. Swain, “A Breath of Maine,” Down East, XI
(September 1964 ), 24-26, 51-53.

Charles Angoff, “Robert P. Tristram Coffin,” College English,
XXVI (April 1965), 554-556. Collected in Charles
Angoff, The Tone of the Twenties, and Other Essays
(Cranbury, N. J.: A. S. Barnes & Co., 1966), 145-149.
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