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� I mules on the move 

Olympic Mettle 
Marc Gi lbertson '91 took a year off from teachi ng and look where i t  got him-Nagano 

B)' Kmn Cool 

S randing in rhe caning chure 

preparing w begin rhe b1g­

gesr race of his  l ife,  nordic skier 

Marc Gi lbert on '91  looked O\'er 

and sa\\' a c lu  rer of well-wi her:. 

\\'a,·ing large, yellow foam "\Ve're 

o. l "  finger,, A bus load of kids 

from rhe Vermont school where 

G ilbertson works had made rhe 

uip w Lake Placid, .Y., hoping 

ro see their fa\'t1rite social stud­

ies reacher reali:e an improbable 

Jream-m qualify for the Olym­

pic . They >houteJ, clanged CO\\' 

bell and generally made as much 

racket a:. po' 1ble. 

" suallnhe rnne j u  t before a 

race 1;, when you :one m on your­

-.elf and really focu on what your 

boJy neeJ, ro do," Gilbert on 

"11J. "But for th1:. race l looked 

tl\'er rhere [at the crowd] and ac­

tually wa;, enjoying the cene. I 

wa;, \'ery lome anJ ready to go. I 

felt like -.omething special was 

gmng to happen." 

It J1J. 

The 2 -vear-olJ ;,oc1al ,tuJ-

1e' reacher 'urpri,eJ the 49-man 

ftelJ, incluJmg four member" of 

rhe . •. k1 Team, by winn ing 

rhe 30-k t !omerer race ro earn a 

'Pllr on rhe Olympic ream rhar 

'' t!l compete m agano, Japan. 

De,pHe a -.ucce' fu I -.ea,on 

.mJ a grl\wmg reputattnn a' one 

nt rhe n.u1<1n\ rop J1 ranee ,k1-

1.:r,,  Gt !l-ert,on " a' nnr amtmg 

rh, "e who f tgurecl t<l 1-e -.eleueJ 

1«1r rhe fl\·e-man U .• - ream He 

h.1,I nen�r ,k tecl 1 11 , 1  \\'orlJ Cur 

r.lCe .mJ he w.i- <1lJer th.111 ,k1er' 

um,1Jnecl tu he· m rhe1r prune 

I t  he \\,1!1tecl t<l !.!<> t<> . 1,lg.111<1, he 

knew th.n 'eLl ll1 I rL1Le \\'<ni l Jn 't 

he go, I enough He h.1J w '' ll1 
" I t  ,, ,1 .1 1 ur-l.1p r,lle. l l lg­

ur<.'J I \\Oltl l go out tor the l1r t 

thra· l.1p and ,t,11 m L<>ntrnl 

T E  R 

Gilbertson won the Olympic qualifying race in Lake Placid, N.Y by more than two minutes 

and then put the hammer down," 

he said. 

He was within four seconds of 

the lead after three laps when he 

made h1;, mo\'e. plir time' are 

announced ro rhe skier> a' they 

pas \'ariom pomt:. 1n the cour:,e, 

anJ when Gilbert on reacheJ the 

la,,t long downhill :.ecmm of rhe 

race rhe ttmer yelled a ;,pltt rnne 

Gt!berNm J1Jn 't belte\'e. He wa;, 

a mmute anJ 20 ,,econJ., 111 the 

leaJ. "To be hone>r, I rhoughr he 

mu t ha\'e 'crewed up lln h" 

math," he "11J. The ttmer\ math 

wa' correct. When GdberNm 

cni"ed the fm1'h lme a few mo­

ment' larer, he collap,eJ ga,pmg 

tnim exhat1't1on mJ emlltton He 

\\ ,1.._ go1nl! to • 'clgano 

It w,i.. thL ..:ulm m;H1<H1 ot .1 

l,mg-held dre.1m anJ .1 '' ell-cnn­

Le l \·ed pl.111. He h,1J ,irranged ,1 

<>ne-\  e.1r le.I\ e Imm ht, te.1Li1-

1I1g ) ' I' .H L.11nn1 lle 111011 I l igh 

'-Lh, <11 in . lmri,nlle,  \Ir , ro 

rr.1 in tor ht Oh mr IL ,lll L'lllJ r .  

H is performance leading u p  w 

rhe qual i fy i ng race at Lake 

Placid had been excellent-he 

was the leadi ng money winner 

on the Yoko/F . l . S .  eries, rhe 

pre-Olympic circuit  for 

compet i tors. " I  haJ ne\'er pre­

pareJ for anything in my l ife 

like I prepareJ for that hour and 

a half," he a1J.  

L ike mt l l 1om of American 

chi ldren, Gi lbertson grew up 

watching lympic competition, 

\' tcariou,ly sharing the pride 

when a U . . gold medalbt stood 

on the \\'mner';, platform and 

l t;.tencd to the nattonal anthem. 

"When I gnl my u111fnrm and 

'<l'' rhe h1g ' . .A.' on the hack 

and '<l\\ all  of rhe nag' people 

put on my Lar, that wa' .i -.pec 1al 

teel 1 ng," he "ud. " I  d 1Jn't >leep 

much the f1r't four 11 1gh t ,  ,1fter I 

\\ On ! t he qual 1fy 1 11g  race ! .  I 

would \\ , Ike up and think, ' I  Inly 

C<l\\ , I 'm going to 1-e m l  he open­

tn� u.:rcn1nn1c,,"' 

Gtlbert·on's achievement has 

thrilleJ his c lassmates and Colby 

teacher;,, including J im Wescott, 

who coached him during four 

sea;,ons of track and cross-coun­

try runnmg. " lark i s 1ust a gem," 

Wescott said. "He is ;o modest 

about his accomplishments." 

While ski ing for Colby, G il­

bertwn twice qualified for  the 

C A A  Div is ion l nar tonal  

championsh i ps anJ was the Di­

\'1;ion 1 1  champion three t imes. 

He -,ay> he is going to agano 

expectmg to win a medal. " I  

th ink l would be  sel l ing myself 

short 1f I Jidn't enter the race 

bel 1e\' ing I could win,"  he >aid. 

"All  of my sk i i ng career people 

ha\'e been tell mg me it's tmpos­

"hle to do this or that. A lot of 

stuff 1-.  po sible." + 

Check che Colb)• Wleb sire for 

1ournal submissions by Gilbercson 

from che a[(ano Wimer Games . 

www.colby.edu. 



A Sweet Season 

Led hy A l l - A merican Jenna 

Di imonc '98,  the women' o -

ccr t eam reached the Div ision 

1 1 1  w ct ix teen,  the furthe t a  

olby team in  any '>port ha 

advan cd in  A A  pmt - ca-

son play. 

A ft e r  defe a t i n g  Plymouth 

t a l c  t o  advance t o  the cw 

E n g l a n d  reg i o n a l  fi n a l ,  t h e  

M u les fina l l y  were e l i m i nated 

by M i d d l e b u ry i n  a l a ·  i c ,  

four-overt i m e  ha u le p layed i n  

a torre n t i a l  ra i n .  M id d l ebury 

scored aft e r  t wo hour., and 4 1  

m i n u t es of p lay  rn b reak a 0-0 

t i c in  t he fourth uddcn-death 

Whitmore I n  H a l l  

overt i m e  pe riod . 

The team\ pcrforman c I'> hy 

for the hc'>t of any <1t olhy s1 11ce 

the 'ollcgc hcgan part 1upat 1 11g 

111 'AA po'>t-'>eason compet i ­

t ion in  the  early '90 . 

Di i monc ended her 'olhy 

career ucd for '>eventh 1n ca­

reer .,cormg w n h  1 4  goal -, ,  7 

ass1'>t'>  and 3 5  pomts.  he wa'> 

t he fi r'>t women\ occcr p l ,1yer 

in  'olhy h i s t ory to he n<lmed 

A l l - A m er ican and was abo 

namcd ro thc A l l - cw England , 

A l l - E A <i nd A A  

( at ional , occer naches A t h ­

let ic  Assoc 1at 1on ) t eam.,. + 

Dick Whit more, Colhy ath­

let ic d i rcctorand men' basket ha I I 

coa h, w i l l  he inducted i n to the 

Maine ports I !all ofF<ime 111 J une. 

Whitmore, who ha coached 

at 'olhy s1 11cc l 970, had com­

p i led a 46 - 1 99 record enrer111g 

the 1 997-9, 'emon. H 1s team 

have had w111n1 11g records 111 2 4  of 

h is 2 7 year a:,, coach and notched 

three E A champinmh1p . I le 

has served a., 'olby', athlcu d i ­

rector mcc 1 9  7 .  

\' h i unore "wi l l  be ioming a pres t igwu. group of out wnd 1ng 

sports figures who h;we brought glory and honor to the '>tate nf 

l a me," said !SI  IF President Daniel  Gacetra. + 

Winning Scores 

The pri:c for the h ighest academic r;mk nf al l  \)lhy 'port' 

teams gnes w T m: 1;1 O'Brien·, women\ ba,keth1ll quad, hn<1>t111g 

a ) . )  cumulat 1\'C ) I  ''' 1th I of 1 5  mcmber, <m t hc Dean\ L1,t . 

The '\ omen's Ra,ketha l l  <)<lchc, '")Ll<ll 1011 h.1, r.mkcd the 

ream 1 9t h  <ll1 the \'(/ Rt\ cadcm1c T,)p-2 - team h,mor r,)11 .  

e x t ,  .H \) Jby , C<Hne, \\'<)men\ \l)J lcyb,1 1 1  .mcl W<mlcn\ 

squ;1,h. c;1ch " 1r l 1  \ . 2  cumulat 1Yc ,1,·cr.1gc' Sc' en <)I e 1d1r 

players <)11 the \°l) l levh11l  team .ire l e.m\ L 1 ,t meml er' T<)I' 

.1mnng the men\ >LJU<l b 1, Sur;1 l ul'<)\\ \ 'w1 11 1  t c•.1m,  '' nh .1 ) I 

c umu l<l t l\"C 1 PA. ancl 1 0  ,)t I - mcml't'r' <)11 the De.rn', L 1' 1 .  

� den's > iuash. sk i .mcl t r;1ck tC<lm' .ire cl<'-<' heh 111 I .  e.1 '- h  '' uh 

LO a\Tr.1ges. • 

sports shorts 

Graham Nelson ·gs 

All-American goalkeeper Graham Nelson '98 and All­

NESCAC backf1elder Matthew Sawatzky '99 pa •. ed he 

men's soccer team to a 9-5- 1 record and a number nine 

ranking 1n the New England 01v1s1on I l l  coaches pol The 

Mules went to the ECAC Championships for the !·rs time since 

1 994. losing 1n the first round. 2-0 to Babson Highlights 

included a 1 -0 sudden-death overtime victory at Middlebury 

and a 3-2 win over Amherst when the w1n111ng goal was scored 

with 1 1  seconds lo play Assistant coach John Osbourne was 

inducted as the first member of the Maine State Soccer 

Coaches Assoc1at1on Hall of Fame Farrell Burns '98 

placed 1 7th at the women ' s  cross cou ntry nat1ona1 et t1 

earn All-America status Burns's 1me of 19 06 put her two 

seconds behind Middlebury s Katy Masselam the only 

NESCAC f1111sher to place higher Wi lson Everhart '99 

was the most valuable runner for the men's cross country 

team He ran a team-best 25 48 at Boston s f•ve-m1 e Frank n 

Park course Sernor Jessie Anderson led the wome n ' s  

tennis team with a 7-3 record at  numb ·r ne s ng1es and 

teamed with iun1or Kim Cheah to go 7-3 111 number one 

doubles, 1nclud1ng victories over highly ran ed Sm1 n and 

also .�as 'S ea All-

Williams The squad defea ed 

MIT 6-3 to a enge 1as ear s 

0-9 drubbing Desp1 e a 

d1sapp n ng 3 1 season 

the field hockey P.am 

b asted ne ' h l"at1on s 

standou players " d f '" 

spec1a st Katie Taylor '98 

v-. o earr a A -t .- r 

s d I s .i s " a  career (28) a d a seaso ( 1 2) 
Jackie Bates '98 . a f 'S earn A - .ESC C se ec t0 or 

volleyball ,,..., • � 1..h ' n  s ed � 5 

T E  C' L B Y  
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