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High Praise

Gospel choir resurrects an inspired tradition

By Kevin Ceel
In Bixler 150 on Sunday after-
noons, even in the Jarkest,
dreariest depths of winter, there
is plenty of warmth. Show up for
arehearsal by the Colby Gospel
Choir and you can expect to see
hips swaying, arms waving and
hands clappingand to hear voices
cascading up and down scales so
aggressively it's a wonder the
singers all don't have sore ribs.
Students, black, brown and
white, stand in a semi-circle,
shoulders moving rhythmically,
piling harmony on top of har-
mony until the sound reverber-
ates oft the walls and spills out
the door and down the hall. Joy-
ous and uninhibited—that’s the
point, says choir member Chera
Rodgers '98. “We're singing to
the Lord,” she said.

Thechoir, dormant tor years,
was reconstituted tour years ago
by Melissa Geathers '97. It origi-
nally was an outgrowth ot at-

temptstoprovide agospel singing

group to perform as part of

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
celebrations. When the choirre-
emerged in 1995 at the annual
Carols and Lights concert in
Lorimer Chapel, the response
was immediate. “People started
calling the College and asking us
to come and singat theirchurch,”
said Angela Crandon '99. “It just
took oft trom there.”

The group now appearsat sev'-
eral local churches, including an
annual testival featuring chours
trom throughout Maine. But Car-
ols and Lights remains its signa-
ture pertormance. “That's the
one we look torward toeach tall.”
Crandon said. “We don't sing
anywhere clse until we've done
Carols and Lights.”

When thev pertormed at the

Pleasant Street United Method-

istChurchin Waterville, the con-
gregation needed a little tme to
warm up to the music. After a
couple of songs, and with some
prompting trom the group lead-
ers, sporadic clapping began in
the pews and grew more enthusi-
astic with each succeeding num-
ber. That is prety typical, says
Crandon. *We try to generate a
lot of energy between us because
we don't always get a lot of re-
sponse trom the church people,
at least right away. Theyjustaren’t
used to this kind of music.”

The enthusiasm and intec-

music

student life | U5

pel music is an important cul-
tural outlet tor Atrican-Ameri-
can students who may teel cut
ottfrom the communuties they're
tamiliar with, saysRodgers. “['ve
been singing this music in
church pracucally since [ was
born,” she said. *lIcsa part ot me
that [ really missed when [ came

to Colby."”
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