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H igh Prai se 
Gospel cho i r  resu rrects an i nsp i red trad it ion 

By Kevin Cool 

In Bixler 1 50 on Sunday after­

noons, even in the darke t ,  

dreariest depths o f  win ter, there 

is plenty of warm th.  Show up for 

a rehearsal by the Colby Gospel 

student life I � 

hair and you can expect to see 

hips swayi ng, arms wav ing and 

hand clapping and to hear voice 

cascad ing up and down sca les so 

aggre ively i t's a wonder the 

si ngers all don't have sore ribs. 

S t u d e n t s ,  b l a c k ,  brown and 

wh ite,  s tand i n  a sem i-circ le ,  

shoulders mov i ng rhythmical ly ,  

p i l i ng harmony on top of har­

mony unt i l  the sound reverber­

ates off the wal l s  and spi l l s  out 

the door and down the hal l .  Joy­

ous and uninhibited-that' the 

poi nt,  says choir member hera 

Rodgers '98. "We're singing to 

the Lord," she aid.  

The Gospel Choir performed at  the Martin Luther King Jr Day celebration January 19 

The choir, dormant for years, 

was recon t i tu ted four years ago 

by Mel issa Geathers '97.  It origi­

nally was an outgr wth of at­

tempts to provide a go p l singing 

group to  perform as part of 

Mart i n  L u t her K i n g  Jr. Day 

celebra t ions. When the choir re­

emerged in l 995 at the annual 

arols and L ights concert in 

Lorimer hape l ,  the response 

wa · immediate. "People started 

ca l l ing the ol lege and ask ing u 

to come and sing at their church," 

said Angela randon '99. " I t  j ust 

took off from there." 

The gr up now appear· at e,·. 

era I local  chur hes, including an 

annual  fest ival  featuring c hoirs 

from throughout /\ !a ine. But ar­

ols and L ights remains it· s igna­

t ure performan e .  "That's the 

one we look forward to ea h fal l ," 

randon said. "\ e don't smg 

an •where els unt i l  1\·e '\'e done 

arols and L ights." 

\' hen thev performed at the 

Pleasant treet United Method­

ist Church in Watervi l le, the con­

gregat ion needed a l i t t le tim to 

warm up to the music. After a 

couple of ongs, and with some 

prompting from the group lead­

ers, sporadic clapping began in 

the pews and grew more enthusi­

ast ic with each succeeding num­

ber. That is pretty typical ,  says 

Crandon. "We try to generate a 

lot of energy between us because 

we don't a lways get a lot oi re­

sponse from the church people, 

at least right away. They justa ren 't 

used to this k ind of music." 

The enthu,iasm and mfec­

t iousness of go,pc l mu·ic set' 1t 

apart from t he solem11 1 ty oi tr<1-

d 1 t ional hymn singmg, and local 

congrega[ lon' enJL)\" the change , 

say, randnn. L ne L)f tho,e CLln­

gregat ion,,  the Getchell Street 

Bapn,t hurch, dc)nare.:l rc)be, 

for the group. ··rel)ple here clc)n't 

get w hear gc)'pe l mu-1c We) c)t­
ten Sc) i t\  nice tc) be ,1b lc w l1) n 

for them," �r.mcll)n ,,Hcl . "The\ 

,eem tL) l'e .1prrec 1 .H 1\·e ." 

The L)('!'c'rr unn\  re) -mg _,),. 

pel music is an i mportant c u l ­

tural out le t  f o r  African-Ameri­

can s tudents who may fee l  cut 

off from the commu11 1 t ie they're 

fam i l iar wi th ,  says Rodger:>. " I 've 

been · 1 n g i n g  t h i s  m u •. i c i n  

church rract 1ca l ly  :> ince I \\'< 1> 

born ," she said.  " I t \  a pan of me 

that I rea l ly  missed when I came 

ro olby."  

I t ', a lso an ex pre" inn of fa  1 th,  

:>ays randnn, who gre\\ up ,mg­

mg m church but 1 1  a'n 't e'\rn,ecl 

to gn,pel unt i l  ,he honked ur 

'' tth the choir during her fre,h­

man year. "SL)ll1et1mc' YOU m.1\" 
ntlt 1den[ lf\ 11 t th the [w11r,h1pJ 

'en ! L C '  here c) \OU fmd \ 1lUr 

ll\\ n '' a1 ," ,he 'aid. 

The chl1 1r  1 ,  nLlt 'tr ic t h  the 

('rel\ mLe L)f :\fr1can- ...\meriL, ln 

'tu lent- Se,·er.11 ,)f  1 t - mem­

ber' . ire '' h1te, .1 l rlwu!!h bl.1 Lk  

' tuJent' [\ r iL ,1 l h rr,w 1 le t he 

l t reL t l l'n m I mu'iL .l l ,irnn(!c'­

menr- R 1L 1.1 I L 1>mr 1-tt 11'n 1, n1H 

.1n '"ue, 'r,1nJon -.n - .  

The mu- 1 I' )LI'( rL11n tun t 

'mg, the c:h m member- ' l\ " I t  

h,1, t h <'  -.1me i mrrc ' ''·  n m i i  

'>tyle that ha, mfluenceJ 'n mud1 

African-American mu'1c," , ,nd 

J ame' H,irr1'  '9 , a four-\'e.ir 

member nf the Lho1r.  "The chm!.! 

I l i ke abnut 1t " rh.H )"llll dun't 

ha\·e to 'mg C\·er) nnte ('CrfcL r i \' 
or e,·en correct h  ,1, 11 >11!.! ,1, ynu 

'>Ing 1 r  \\' I th confidcnLe. "  

" I t \  freedom , "  ,,11 I Ro lger,. 

"You're free to e'\rre" your,c l t  

\ \  t tht>ut bemg 'Ll  c1mf mecl h\ the 

'rule,' Ill the c1,mr1"1 t 1Pn. I r \  

l i k e  co lnrin(! l p 1L ture 1< 1 thPut 

,t,111ng m,1,le the l me-.  I r \  rhL' 

,,1me h,l,IL (' IL ture bu r \ Oll m.1ke 

It n>ur 1n1 n." 

The gn1ur', rut, rm.mu� 

he l reJ e n e r .,! 1 :e r he , L1rr 1 r1 

Lurher K m c  Jr D.11 L e id r.l[ lon 

J.mu.ir1 1 9  The mu,IL 'CCJllecl 

r.1mL u l 1rl .1prr rn.He. "F r me, 

per- >n,1l h .  n\ ,m hon r t 1:-e 

, 1,kc I t 'm.! n .m e\·ent h n r­

m!.! Pr m..:," r.  nJ m J1J 

"\\ hen I .  ' lnJ pr b lbl  ,1  I t 

. trtL m-.-\menc.;m 'tuJent,, t p 

t rdlec. t ,  I r.:.i l i:e hdt there' :-i 

L h.mLt: I 1< u lJn't e\ en he .n 

lh · 1 t  it  weren't t r rhe 1< ork 

he <li<l." + 

T E.  R L y 
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