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4| from the hill

Shelter From The Storm

Colby weathers the Great Ice Storm of '98

B~ Sally Baker

11 Colby departments got
the call on January 8. [t was
Personnel DirectorDoug Terp ‘84,
and the question was: Do vou
know where your employees are?
The Collegeneeded toknow, he
said, that everyone was safe.
That was typical of Colby’s
response to the ice storm that
devastated most of Maine and
parts of northern New York and
New England and southeastern
Canadaduringthe first full week
in January. The storm left mil-
lions of people—including two-
thirds of those in Maine—
without power for periods rang-
ing from hours to weeks. It dam-

aged or destroyed thousands of

The willows around Johnson Pond are one illustration of the effects

of the storm across Maine.

trees, eliminated telephone ser-
vice for hundreds of thousands
and putapremiumonallsources
of heat and light: wood, kero-
sene heaters, camp stoves, bat-
teries, candles and generators.
L.L. Bean and others even had
todonate warm clothingfor the
hundreds of out-of-state utility
workers who flocked to Maine
to work 18-hour days in sub-
zero temperatures.

Colby, one of the tew places

in the state that never lost elec-
tricity, served as an emergency
shelter for people from all over
the region. The request came
from the mayor’s office on
Thursday, January 8, and the
first people began arriving that
morning to find Terp, Athletic
Director Dick Whitmore and a
few others setting up tables and
chairs in the field house. Be-
ginning that day and continu-

ing through lunch a week later,

Assessing

the facility housed hundreds of
people who could not keep
warm and fed in their homes.
They slept on mattresses Colby
happened to have in storage,
on Army cots and on mats from
Colby's aerobics center and
gym. And they ate hundreds of
pounds of food donated by the
College, prepared by employ-
ees of Sodexho, Colby's food-
service contractor, and served
by Colby dining services work-

the Damage

ers and volunteers from the
community and the College.
Colby’s effort was coordi-
nated by Terp, who also was a
torce behind an emergency plan
the College has had in place for
two years—a plan that meant
Colbycouldrespond to the crisis
promptly, efficiently and mean-
ingfully. The students came first,
of course, and there was a con-
tingency for taking care of them
in the event of a campus power

Keith Stockford, Colby's grounds and moving supervisor, says
he won't know the extent of the damage the ice storm caused to the
campus until at least July. By press time he had already tagged
about 30 trees for removal, and his crews have begun “corrective
pruning” on many others. “They'll grow nicely,” Stockford said.
“We'll get them looking good.”

In the storm's immediate aftermath, Stockford brought in a
commercial tree company for seven days to help remove upwards
of 250 hazardous “hangers"—hbranches that could fall on walkways
and parking lots. Between those and the branches taken down by
the storm itself, about 15 pulp-truck loads of wood have been

removed from the campus.

Stockford and his crews put in several 12- to 14-hour days to
recover from the storm and to deal with two more storms within
the next 10 days. “Thanks to the electrical department,” which
provided emergency heating and plumbing services to some
employees” homes, “alot of us could breathe easier. We really had
to concentrate to get this job done, and it helped that our minds
could be here, instead of at home.”

Two weeks after the storm, preparing for yet another snowfall,
Stockford was still shaking his head over the damage he hadn't had
time to evaluate among the hundreds of trees in remote areas of the
College. “l wouldn't walk around some parts of campus without a
hard hat,” he said, smiling. “Not on a windy day, anyway.”



outage. Colby closed for one of
the tew times in its history on
January 9 so employees could
takecareot theirhomesand fami-
lies and could avoid driving on
icy roads. Dining services, secu-
rity and physical plant workers
were asked toreport if they could
do so sately, and many left fami-
lies to cope at home while they
worked 12- and 16-hour shifts.
One week atter power went out,
PPD sull had five two-person
teams taking electrical gencera-
tors from house to house trying
to give employees still without
power enough electricity tokeep
their houses trom freezing up.
Unfortunately, they were not
always successtul; other employ-
ces were being deployed to drain
plumbing and heating systems
where treeze-ups had occurred or
were imminent.

Shelter guests, fighting bore-
dom and occasionally bent on
mischiet, made things ditficult
for Athletic Department mem-
bers, whonevertheless were able
to go about their business—in-
cluding staging a two-day men's
basketball tournament. Still,
Whitmore said, the situation
presented “the custodial prob-
lem of the century.”

Colbyemployeeswereinvited
to move to the campus, and de-
spite the tact that there were no
cmptydormitory rooms available,
some did. Bets Brown and Herb
Wilson (she ot development, he
of the Biology Department)
moved into Herb's lab with their
cats. Security and physical plant
emplovees slept in lounges.

But most used the College as
aplace togeta hot showerand a
hot meal and as retuge tor pets.
Kay Devine (admissions) kept
her birds in Lunder House. there
were cats and dogs innearly all of
theacademic butldings andthere
was one report of a lizard hving

ott the Colby hear largesse.

More than 100 Colby stu-
dents pitched in at the shelter,
particularly Colby Emergency
Response leaders Jon Michael
Vore '98 and John Maddox '99,
who coordinated round-the-
clock service (a total of 372
hours) by a statt ot 20 student
EMTs, and Craig Belanger '00,
who as a January Program in-
tern in the office of Waterville
Mayor Ruth Joseph served as
liaison between City Hall and
the shelter. Belanger was inter-
viewed by the host of Public
Radio International’s Market-
place, David Brancaccio (son of
Prot. Pat Brancaccio), for the
program's newscast.

Perhaps most dramatic, a
group of 24 students (wearing
hard hats to protect them tfrom
talling ice and branches), who
deploved in Waterville to knock
ondoorsand check on people in
especially damaged areas, were
credited by Fire Chief Darryl
Fournier with averting many

tragedies and saving at least two

lives—thoseotan elderly couple
in the advanced stages of car-
bon monoxide posoning trom
using unvented heaters in thewr

ipartment.

ings organized by Terp to share
news among the College, city,
Red Cross, National Guard and
Waterville police and fire de-
partments that he was negoti-
ating to buy a tree hanging

dangerously close to one of

They Ate Hearty

More than 6,200 meals, prepared by Colby's dining

services workers, were served at the emergency shelter
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Making Things Right

: |
When students interested in having an indoor

climbing wall needed expertise on how to con-
struct it they didn’t have to look far. Colby’s
Physical Plant Department carpenters modi-
fied an existing design and then spent 350
hours assembling the structure. Result: more ’
happy customers. 3 {‘;A
“We get our satisfaction tfrom building J
what the customer, so to speak, needs,” said
Jetfrey Tuttle, who worked on the climbing
wall for an entire month last year. “Often,
what they need they can’t go out and buy.”
Typically, the carpenters areasked to build
shelving or cabinetry tofit unorthodox spaces or
for specitic functions. These custom applications
occupy about 80 percent of Tuttle’s time, he says, and

the requests come from all sectors of the campus. “No two

Yeterian Will Be Dean

‘ ',‘ 3 &li q {g Edward Yeterian has been
-
s named dean of faculty and vice

president for academic affairs, ef-

tective July 1.

Yeterian, the Audrey Wade
Hittinger Katz and Sheldon Toby
Katz Distinguished Teaching Pro-
fessor of Psychology, succeeds Rob-
ert L. McArthur, who served as
head of the faculty for 10 years.

“l and my colleagues in the ad-

ministration look forward with great
anticipation to working with Ed,” said President Bill Cortter. “Bob
McArthur hasseta very high standard for Colby as dean of the faculty
and vice president, and | know he will be extremely helpful to Ed in
both the coming months and succeeding years.”

Yeterian holds a Ph.D. in physiological-comparative psychology
from the University of Connecticut and a postdoctoral degree from
Harvard in neuroanatomy and neurology. His research on the brain,
particularly in primates, has produced more than 20 publications. He
has taught at Colby since 1978. ¢

New Pub on Tap

Students have clamored tor years for a campus-based pub, and
now they're getting one.

Renovartions are under wav in the Marchese Lounge in the lower
portion of Cotter Union that will transform it into a small ravern.
The lounge was chosen by a student task torce that considered other
campus sites but rejected them for legal and aesthenc reasons. Mame
law prohibits the sale of alcohohe beverages in residence halls and
academic buildings.

The pub was expected to open i February @

¢ projects are alike,” Tuttle said. “We've built every-
thing from the podium they use at Commence-
ment to the special shelving in the multicultural
room at Cotter Union."”
They even build furniture. When the
communications office needed a special table
for its designers, with an unusual arrange-
ment of pigeonholes and drawers, the PPD
carpenters produced a birch piece that, if
purchased, would have cost hundreds of
dollars. And they did it in a week.
Tuttle and a crew currently are reno-
vating the Marchese Lounge in Cotter Union
into a pub expected to open in February. When
they're finished they will have left another im-
print on the campus. “That makes you feel good,”
Tuttle said. @

Knock It Off

Commenting on a braw! that resulted in the ejection of more
than 200 fans from the Colby-Bowdoin hockey game December
3 at Alfond Arena, the Echo chastised students who instigated
the fight.

“Picking fights with Bowdoin fans proves nothing and
reflects poorly on the entire student body," the Echo said in an
editorial. "Other schools have banned students from hockey
games between rivals because of excessive violence and
inappropriate behavior. How far are we willing to push before
we are no longer allowed to watch our team engage in one of
the longest-standing rivalries in NESCAC?"

The incident occurred midway through the second period
when a group of Colby students entered the Bowdoin cheering
section and began taunting the fans. A fight broke out and
police, unable to identify all of the individuals involved, cleared
the entire seating section Only a handful of spectators actually
were involved In the fight, according to Waterville police. Five
students, including one from Colby, were arrested.

Colby won the game, 3-2, in overtime.
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