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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
ROBERT P. TRISTRAM COFFIN: PART 1

By RicHARD CARY

FOR the bibliographer of a slim quarterly, the extraordinary

profusion and variety of Coffin’s publications pose prob-
lems not only of classification but also of sheer physical space.
It is planned, therefore, to present a definitive checklist in three
installments. The first, below, registers the books he wrote,
books he contributed to, and anthologies in which his writings
are represented, as well as biographical sketches and critical
views of his work. Two other sections, to be published in
subsequent issues of CLQ, will docket individual appearances
of his poems, essays, and short stories in periodicals and news-
papers.

No reviews of Coffin’s books are listed, since it is felt that
this would merely duplicate the data in Book Review Digest.
Neither are his own book reviews evoked. These constitute a
negligible phase of his activity and may be consulted in such
sources as the American Oxonian, New York Herald Tribune
Books, Saturday Review of Literature, Yale Review, and par-
ticularly in Yankee, where he conducted a book review depart-
ment from June 1937 to October 1939.

Accounts of his life and literary productions in encyclopedias
and biographical dictionaries are not cited here if they are per-
functory or contain only facts and opinions frequently repeated.

The roster of anthologies is necessarily inchoate, since Cof-
fin’s scope of acceptance encompassed so many areas of inter-
est (birds, the family, New England, patriots, optimists, free-
dom, dogs, children, religion, war, fathers, holidays, cats, and
college life). The standard indices record a pitiably small per-
centage of these inclusions; the others were garnered by por-
ing through numerous volumes in the stacks of several libraries.
This search will continue and the findings incorporated in a fu-
ture addendum. I would appreciate information on any an-
thology not recorded here.

In the following categories the principle of arrangement is
chronological.
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BOOKS BY RPTC

CHRISTCHURCH. New York: Thomas Seltzer, 1924. 54p.
20cm. Also, New York: Albert & Charles Boni, 1924,

24 poems; collected from Poet Lore, Book of Princeton Verse 1919.

Dedication: To my mother Alice and to my other mother Mary and
to my daughter Mary-Alice, who wears their names and who, I hope,
will wear their New England virtues.

Book oF CrRoOwNS AND CoTTAGES. New Haven: Yale Uni-
versity Press; London: Humphrey Milford, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1925. 186p. 24 cm. Illustrations by
the author.

21 essays; collected from American Oxonian, Forum, Lewiston Journal

Magazine, North American Review.

Dedication: To Ruth, who was the dew and sun
On all the villages and downs,
Who loved me as I learned and loved
Her, the Cottages, and the Crowns.

DEw AND BroNZE. New York: Albert & Charles Boni, 1927.
S51p. 19%cm.

29 poems; collected from Century, Freeman, Forum, Harper's, Ladies’

Home Journal, Leslie’s Weekly, Measure, Nation, New York Herald

Tribune Literary Supplement, North American Review, Outlook (Lon-
don), Survey, Weekly Review, Youth’s Companion.

Dedication: To Mary C. Ham, lover of poetry, artist in living, and
my friend.

GOLDEN FALcoN. New York: Macmillan Co., 1929. 70p.
21cm.
41 poems; collected from Archive, Bookman, Contemporary Verse, In-

dependent, Ladies’ Home Journal, Nation, New York Herald Tribune
Books, Saturday Review of Literature, Scribner’s, Voices.

Dedication: To my sister, Alice, who is silver and jet and wind on
the sea.

AN AtTic RooM. Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, Doran &

Co., 1929. 304p. 21%2cm. Mlustrations by the author.
17 essays; collected from Forum, North American Review, Virginia
Quarterly Review, Yale Review.

Dedication: To Henry Goddard Leach, a scholar who is also a thinker,
an editor who is also a lover of human nature, master in the art of
life and a good friend, the author dedicates these essays on life as he
found it jovial and beautiful.
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A Book OF SEVENTEENTH- CENTURY PROSE. Selected and
edited . . . with Alexander M. Witherspoon. New York:
Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1929. 793p. 24cm.

Anthology textbook.

Dedication: To the students in the honors courses in English in Wells
and Yale colleges.

Laup: STORM CENTER OF STUART ENGLAND. New York:
Brentano’s, 1930. 331p. 2lcm. Also, New York:
Coward-McCann, 1930.

Biography.

Dedication: To the president and trustees of Wells College, who made

this book possible.

THE DUKEsS OF BUCKINGHAM, Playboys of the Stuart World.
New York: Brentano’s, 1931. 358p. 22%cm. Also,
New York: Coward-McCann, 1931.

Biography.

Dedication: To Miller Callahan, who has the sparkle of the two

Dukes without the flaws.

PORTRAIT OF AN AMERICAN. New York: Macmillan Co.,
1931. 182p. 20%cm.

Biography of his father.

Dedication: To the memory of my father, one of the comely, cosmic
men, whose life furnished the inspiration for this book.

THE YokE oF THUNDER. New York: Macmillan Co., 1932.
89p. 20%2cm.

66 poems; collected from Bermondsey Book (London), Bookman, Bow-
doin Quill, Bozart and Contemporary Verse, Commonweal, English Re-
view (London) Grub Street Book of Verse for 1929, Harper’s, Ladies’
Home Journal, London Mercury, Nation, New Adelphi (London), New
Republic, New York Herald Tribune Books, North American Review,
Poetry, Saturday Review (London), Saturday Review of Literature, Vir-
ginia Quarterly Review, Voices, Yale Review.

Dedication: To the memory of my sister Arline, whose beauty and
promise were like high heads of thunder.

BALLADS OF SQUARE-TOED AMERICANS. New York: Mac-
millan Co., 1933. 110p. 20%cm.

29 poems; collected from Commonweal, Ladies Home Journal, New
York Herald Tribune, Saturday Review of Literature.
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Dedication: To George Anderson, my friend and one of the square-
toed American breed.

LosTt PARADISE, A Boyhood on a Maine Coast Farm. New
York: Macmillan Co., 1934. 284p. 20%2cm.

Autobiography.
Dedication: To my mother, for the rods of johnnycake and the blue
morning-glories.

STRANGE HoLINESS. New York: Macmillan Co., 1935. 101p.
22cm.

61 poems; collected from American Girl, American Poetry Journal,
Bowdoin Quill, Bozart and Contemporary Verse, Carillon, Christian
Science Monitor, Commonweal, Forum and Century, Harper's, Ladies’
Home Journal, Nation, New York American, New York Herald Tribune
Books, New York Times, New Yorker, North American Review, Poetry,
Saturday Review of Literature, Scribner’s, Silhouettes, Virginia Quarterly
Review, Voices, World Tomorrow, Yale Review.

Dedication: To Annie, my sister, who went to the country church with
me and saw the strange holiness. )

RED SKY IN THE MORNING. New York: Macmillan Co., 1935.
288p. 20%icm. Also, as SAILOR TAKE WARNING. Lon-
don: Sidgwick & Jackson, 1936.

Novel.

Dedication: To Robert Archer Young, son of Maine by choice, good
neighbor, and good friend.

JouN DawN. New York: Macmillan Co., 1936. 307p. 20cm.
Novel.

Dedication: To Frank Coffin, my brother all his life, 4nd Andrew
Pennell, my brother for a dozen years — because they both have boats
in their blood and a lot of John Dawn.

SALTWATER FARM. New York: Macmillan Co., 1937. 114p.
22cm. Woodcuts by J. J. Lankes.

57 poems; collected from American Girl, American Mercury, American
Poetry Journal, Bowdoin Quill, Christian- Science Monitor, Common-
weal, Delineator, Fantasy, Forum, Harper's, Ladies Home Journal,
Modern Literature, Nation, New York American, North American Re-
view, St. Nicholas, Saturday Review of Literature, Scribner’s, Virginia
Quarterly Review, World Tomorrow, Yale Review, Yankee.
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Dedication: To Margaret, my poet daughter, who is equal parts Maine
balsam, apple blossoms, and sparkle of the sea.

KENNEBEC: CRADLE OF AMERICANS. New York, Toronto:
Farrar & Rinehart, 1937. 292p. 2lcm. Illustrated by
Maitland De Gogorza. Also, Toronto: Oxford University
Press, 1937.

In The Rivers of America series.

Dedication: To Richard, my son, who has the pilgrim basket, the
Merrymeeting farm, and who will grow up, I know, into a Merrymeet-
ing kind of man.

NEw POETRY OF NEW ENGLAND: FROST AND ROBINSON.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press; London: Humphrey Mil-
ford, Oxford University Press, 1938. 148p. 22cm. Al-
so, New York: Russell & Russell, 1964.

The Turnbull Memorial Lectures, Johns Hopkins University.

Dedication: To Bayard and Margaret Turnbull, who made these lec-
tures a lovely milestone in my life.

MAINE BaLrLaps. New York: Macmillan Co., 1938. 106p.
22cm.

42 poems; collected from American Girl, Bozart, Ladiess Home Jour-
nal, New York Times, New Yorker, St. Nicholas, Today’s Literature,
World Tomorrow, Yankee, Yankee Poetry Chapbook.

Dedication: To Ronald Bridges, an authority on Maine human nature,
who is all Maine wool and a yard wide, and who is responsible for
some of the ballads in this book.

CoLLECTED PoEMS. New York: Macmillan Co., 1939. 354p.
22cm.

254 poems; collected from American Girl, American Mercury, American
Poetry Journal, Bermondsey Book, Bookman, Bowdoin Quill, Bozart,
Bozart and Contemporary Verse, Carillon, Century, Christian Science
Monitor, Commonweal, Contemporary Verse, Coronet, Cosmopolitan,
Delineator, English Review, Fantasy, Forum, Freeman, Harper's, Ladies’
Home Journal, Leslie’'s Weekly, London Mercury, Modern Literature,
Nation, New Adelphi, New Republic, New York American, New York
Herald Tribune Books, New York Times, New Yorker, North American
Review, Outlook (London), Poetry, St. Nicholas, Saturday Review,
Saturday Review of Literature, Scribner’s, Silhouettes, Spirit, Virginia
Quarterly Review, Voices, Yale Review, Yankee, Youth’s Companion.

Dedication: To Dorothy Hall Graham, a friend of mine and Maine
who is one of the best listeners a poet could have; 4And Eleanor Beck-
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man Martin, a student and friend of mine who has heard me read my
poems oftener than any other person and who always delights me with
her listening.

CAPTAIN ABBY AND CAPTAIN JOHN. An Around-the-World
Biography. New York: Macmillan Co., 1939. 375p.
21cm.

Biography.

Dedication: To Brooks Leavitt, a later son of Maine who has built

as shining a life in the great world as Captain John Pennell built, who
is one of the best readers of my books and one of my best friends.

THoMAS-THOMAS-ANCIL-THOMAS. New York: Macmillan
Co., 1941. 342p. 2lcm.

Novel.
Dedication: To my son Robert and my sons in him.

CHRISTMAS IN MAINE. New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co.,
1941. 24p. 18%cm. Also, Brunswick, Maine: F. W.
Chandler & Son, 1948.

1 essay; from American Girl under the title “Christmas on Paradise.’

1l

THERE WILL BE BREAD AND Love. New York: Macmillan
Co., 1942. 98p. 22cm.

69 poems; collected from American Girl, American Mercury, Atlantic
Monthly, Bowdoin Quill, Christian Science Monitor, Commonweal,
Coronet, Extension, Forum, Free World, Good Housekeeping, Harper’s,
Ladiess Home Journal, Lyric, National Parent-Teacher, New York
Times, New Yorker, Old Farmer’s Almanac, St. Nicholas, Saturday Re-
view of Literature, Tuftonian, Virginia Quarterly Review.

Dedication: To Loyd Haberly, who grew up on an American farm as
I did, went to the same kind of country school, to the same war, to the
same college, Trinity, Oxford, who thinks of many of my poems before
I can think of them, who puts his poems into books which are poems
themselves, and who is as good a friend as I shall have.

THE SUBSTANCE THAT Is PoeTRY. New York: Macmillan
Co., 1942. 167p. 2lcm.
The Patten Lectures, Indiana University.

Dedication: To Joelle C. Hiebert, one of the finest friends my poems
have made me.
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Book or UNcLEs. New York: Macmillan Co., 1942. 151p.
21cm.

16 essays.

Dedication: To Edgar Curtis Taylor, doctor of humane letters and

doctor of human nature, fine friend and fine fellow in Bowdoin, in

Trinity, Oxford, and the Taylor School, who helped create these uncles
by listening so creatively to them when they were still oral.

PRIMER FOR AMERICA. New York: Macmillan Co., 1943.
166p. 22cm. Decorations by the author.

135 poems; collected from Extension, Free World, Good Housekeeping,
Ladies’ Home Journal.

Dedication: To Mary-Alice, daughter of the first-water, born in Eng-
land but American to the tips of her fingers and toes, who will be an
artist and fine citizen in the coming United States of the World.

MAINSTAYS OF MAINE. New York: Macmillan Co., 1944.
185p. 2lcm. Egged on by Ruth P. Coffin.

19 essays; collected from American Cookery, Gourmet, National Parent-
Teacher, Think.

Dedication: To Edward Larocque Tinker, master of the art of Creole
cookery and of most of the other cookery in the world, connoisseur of
the American character, believer in the American way of life, who
kindled the fire under me to do these essays.

PoEMS FOR A SoN WITH WINGS. New York: Macmillan Co.,
1945. 123p. 21cm.

103 poems; collected from American Cookery, American Girl, Ameri-
can Mercury, Atlantic Monthly, Christian Science Monitor, Common-
weal, Free World, Good Housekeeping, Ladiess Home Journal, National
Parent-Teacher, New York Herald Tribune, New York Times, New
Yorker, Pageant, Poetry Chap-Book, Saturday Evening Post, Saturday
Review of Literature, Science Illustrated, Virginia Quarterly Review,
Winged Word.

Dedication: To my winged son, Robert Junior.

PeoPLE BEHAVE LIKE BALLADS. New York: Macmillan Co.,
1946. 100p. 22cm.

56 poems; collected from American Girl, Atlantic Monthly, Christian
Science Monitor, Gourmet, Ladiess Home Journal, Murphy’s Tavern
Quarterly, National Parent-Teacher, New York Herald Tribune, New
York Times, Poetry Chap-Book, Saturday Evening Post, Southwest
Review, Yankee.

Dedication: To Philip O. Coffin, a superlative cousin who knew Mr.
Burns and other ballads here before they got into the book.
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SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY PROSE AND POETRY. Selected and
edited . . . with Alexander M. Witherspoon. New York:
Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1946. 807+310p. 23%cm.

Anthology textbook. A revision and expansion of Book of Seventeenth-
Century Prose (see above).

YANKEE CoasT. New York: Macmillan Co., 1947. 333p.
23cm. Illustrated by the author. Abetted by Peggy
Coffin.

25 essays; collected from Gourmet, and the introduction to Alfred C.
Shelton’s Down to the Sea in Maine.
Dedication: To my three coast brothers, John, Ben, Frank, who have
lived the poems I have only written.

CoLLECTED PoEMs. New and enlarged edition. New York:
Macmillan Co., 1948. 446p. 22cm.

327 poems; collected from [in addition to the 1939 Edition] Atlantic
Monthly, Free World, Georgia Review, Good Housekeeping, Gourmet,
National Parent-Teacher, Saturday Evening Post, Tuftonian.

Dedication: [To the 1939 Edition is added] . . . And to the memory
of Ruth, my wife.

THE THIRD HUNGER, AND THE POEM ALOUD. Denton, Texas:

Texas State College for Women, 1949. 122p. 24cm.
The Samuel Harris Lectures, Bangor Theological Seminary; the Speech
Club Lecture, Texas State College for Women.

Dedication: To my friend Louis H. Hubbard and to his institution,
the Texas State College for Women, to be preserved and transmitted
by him and his college to the larger public that may some day take an
interest in them.

Coast CALENDAR. Indianapolis, New York: Bobbs-Merrill
Co., 1949. [95]p. 33cm. Decorations by the author.
Also, Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1949.

12 essays; collected from Gourmet.

Dedication: To Ledlie and Priscilla, who follow the calendar through
on a Maine farm, and who have followed my books and me through
many golden Maine years; And to all the little Berrys, my goddaughter
Diana, David, Bruce.

Grateful acknowledgment . . . to Arthur L. Guptill, another down—
Maine man, who helped to design this book about the state.
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ONE-HoOrRSe FARM, Down-East Georgics. New York: Mac-
millan Co., 1949. 109p. 22cm. Illustrations by the
author.

37 poems; collected from Atlantic Monthly, Christian Science Monitor,
Farm Journal, ’47, Good Housekeeping, Gourmet, Ladies’ Home Jour-
nal, New York Herald Tribune, New York Times, Saturday Evening
Post, Virginia Quarterly Review, Yankee.

Dedication: To Normena, who is to me mayflowers, fir-balsam, and
the sea; who keeps a farm that is too small for even a horse, the smal-
lest of all but wide enough for poems, honey-bees, and friends, and on
my own green island, loveliest to the wide world’s ends.

MaINE Doings. Indianapolis, New York: Bobbs-Merrill Co.,
1950. 266p. 23cm. Decorations by the author.

21 essays; collected from American Mercury, Christian Science Moni-

tor, Gourmet, Reader’s Digest.

Dedication: To Juniper, my sparkling State-of-Maine God-daughter,
And all the other sparkling Berkeleys, Jim, Nell, Mercy.

APPLES BY OCEAN. New York: Macmillan Co., 1950. 128p.
22cm.

115 poems; collected from American Mercury, American-Scandinavian
Review, Atlantic Monthly, Christian Science Monitor, Cosmopolitan,
Farm Journal, Forum, Georgia Review, Good Housekeeping, Harper’s,
Ladies’ Home Journal, Maine Coast Fisherman, National Parent-Teacher,
New York Herald Tribune, New York Times, Saturday Evening Post,
Saturday Review of Literature, Southwest Review, Tomorrow, Yankee.

Dedication: To the Grahams, David and Elinor, fellow writers, good
neighbors, and good friends who knew many of these poems in the act.

ON THE GREEN CARPET. Indianapolis, New York: Bobbs-
Merrill Co., 1951. 277p. 23cm. Also, Toronto: Mc-
Clelland & Stewart, 1951.

The George Elliston Lectures, University of Cincinnati.

Dedication: To Miriam Small, true-blue colleague and friend in
Wells, in Maine, in literature and life.

Lire IN AMERICA: NEW ENGLAND. Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan: Fideler Co., 1951. 128p. 28cm. Picture maps by
Janet Croninger.

History and geography of the region, with numerous photographic il-
lustrations, for younger readers.
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HeLLAs REVISITED. Athens, Greece: Icaros Publishing Co.,
1954. 43p. 22cm.
32 poems.

Dedication: To George and Clara St. John, two of the best friends my
poems have, at whose sea-haunted home on the Maine coast my
daughter Peggy, my Choate son Richard, and I have spent some of the
happiest hours of our lives.

SELECTED PoEMS. New York: Macmillan Co., 1955. 112p.
22cm.
105 poems.

Dedication: To Eleanor Beckman Martin, lovely friend of my poems
and me.

CoLLECTED POEMs. New and enlarged edition. New York:
Macmillan Co., 1957. 446p. 2lcm.

BROCHURES AND PAMPHLETS

Golden Falcon. [n.p.]: Privately printed, 1927. With a note
by the author and a facsimile of the manuscript copy of
the poem from the library of John S. Mayfield. (1 poem;
3p. From Saturday Review of Literature.)

In Memoriam, Easter, 1933; Thomas S. Jones, Junior. Port-
land, Maine: Mosher Press, [1933]. (1 poem; 1p. From
Carillon.)

“Maine, A State of Grace,” Maine Bulletin, XL (December
1937), 10p. (Commencement address delivered at the
University of Maine, June 14, 1937.)

Epithalamion for a Western World. Brunswick, Maine: Pri-
vately printed, 1944. (1 poem; 3 p.)

Maine Holidays. Augusta, Maine: Bates Manufacturing Co.,
[1948], 10p. (Volume II of the series Do You Know
Maine.)

Sir Isaac Coffin, Bart. (1759-1839): Admiral and Prophet.
New York: Newcomen Society in North America, 1951;
pp. 7-30. (A biography.)

The Poems That Write the Poet. Haverford, Penn.: [n.p.],
1953. (Class of 1898 Lecture at Haverford College.)
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS

“Social Life and Activities at the University,” in Laurence A.
Crosby & Frank Aydelotte (editors), Oxford of Today
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1923), 151-187.

“Prefatory Note,” in Robert P. Tristram Coffin & others (edi-
tors), The Second Book of Wells Verse (Auburn, New
York: Jacobs Press, 1932), [i-v].

“James M. Nack,” “Robert Treat Paine,” in Dictionary of
American Biography (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons,
1934), XII1, 377-378; XIV, 157-158.

Introduction to Robert Thayer Sterling, Lighthouses of the
Maine Coast (Brattleboro, Vermont: Stephen Daye Press,
1935), 11-18.

Introduction to W. W. Christman, The Untillable Hills (North
Montpelier, Vermont: Driftwood Press, 1937), XV-
XXIII.

Preface to Fifteen Girls on a Hobby-Horse by the Scribblers
Club of Portland (Portland, Maine: Bradford Press,
1937), vii-xi.

“Three Citizens of Brunswick,” in Brunswick Bicentenary Cele-
bration ([n.p.], July 2-4, 1939), 9-13. Poem.

“Kennebec River, Settlements about the,” “Kennebec Trading
Post,” “Little Red Schoolhouse,” “Pemaquid,” “Pemaquid
Pavements,” “Penobscot,” ‘“Popham Colony,” “Sagada-
hoc,” in Dictionary of American History (New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1940), III, 203-204, 285; IV,
239-240, 249, 308-309; V, 4.

Preface to Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard by Thomas
Gray, with thirty woodcuts by J. J. Lankes (New York:
Harper & Bros., 1940), vii-xvii.

“The Diamond Coast,” in Alfred C. Shelton, Down to the Sea
in Maine (New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1942), 15-30.

“A Singing Believer,” in David Russell, A Singing Poet, critical
notes and reviews by Robert P. Tristram Coffin & others
(Dallas: Kaleidograph Press, 1946), 5-8.

“The Matter of Poetry,” “Ballads for Beginners,” “The
Regional - Biographical - Historical Book,” in Herschel
Brickell (editor), Writers on Writing by the Staff of the
University of New Hampshire Writers Conference (Gar-

Published by Digital Commons @ Colby, 1965

11



Colby Quarterly, Vol. 7, Iss. 4 [1965], Art. 6

Colby Library Quarterly 181

den City, N. Y.: Doubleday & Co., 1949), 94-109, 118-
131, 144-154.

“Poetry,” in Collier's Encyclopedia (New York: P. F. Collier
& Son Corp., 1950), XVI, 139-140.

“The Small Places,” in Russell Gerould (editor), Dexter,
Maine: Our Town for 150 Years (Dexter, Maine: Eastern
Gazette, July 4, 1951), 1. Poem.

Introduction to Alice E. Vail, The Big Thicket (San Antonio,
Texas: Naylor Co., 1952).

“The Revolutions in Modern Poetry,” in William J. Griffin
(editor), Literature in the Modern World (Nashville,
Tenn.: George Peabody College for Teachers, 1954),
31-36.

IN ANTHOLOGIES

Poems

“The Bubble-Blower,” “The Serpent of the Sea,” in Alfred
Noyes (editor), 4 Book of Princeton Verse, 1916 (Prince-
ton, N. J.: Princeton University Press, 1916), 36-48.

“Lies,” “Puer Redemptor,” “Good Friday Song,” “Mater
Dolorosa,” “The Ship of Stars,” “Terrae Illuminatae,” “In
Praise of Pastry,” “St. Ive’s Hall,” “Till the White Cock
Crows,” “Cuckoo,” “Tittyvillus,” “Apparatus Criticus,”
“Lullaby,” in Henry Van Dyke (editor), A Book of
Princeton Verse, II (Princeton, N. J.: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1919), 48-66.

“The Ship O’ Bed,” in Louis Untermeyer (editor), This Sing-
ing World (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1923),
357-359.

“The Ship O’ Bed,” in L. A. G. Strong (editor), The Best
Poems of 1923 (Boston: Small, Maynard & Co., 1924),
57-59.

“Saint Brandan of the West,” in William Stanley Braithwaite
(editor), Anthology of Magazine Verse for 1925 (Boston:
B. J. Brimmer Co., 1925), 77-79.

“Iffley,” in William Stanley Braithwaite (editor), Anthology of
Magazine Verse for 1926 (Boston: B. J. Brimmer Co.,
1926), 91-92.

“Lindbergh,” in Charles Vale (editor), The Spirit of St. Louis
(New York: George H. Doran Co., 1927), 49-50.

https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/cq/vol7/iss4/6

12



Cary: A Bibliography of Robert P. Tristram Coffin: Part 1

182 Colby Library Quarterly

“The Barnacles,” in Grub Street Book of Verse (New York:
Henry Harrison, 1929).

“Golden Falcon,” in Edwin O. Grover (editor), The Animal
Lover’s Knapsack (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.,
1929), 199.

“Night-Hawk,” “The Ram,” “Humming-Bird,” in William
Stanley Braithwaite (editor), Anthology of Magazine
Verse for 1929 (New York: George Sully & Co., 1929),
60-62.

“Voice of the Woods,” in Benjamin Musser (editor), The First
Japm Anthology (Atlanta: Bozart Press, 1929), 12.

“An Aeroplane Against a Daylit Moon,” in Thomas Moult
(editor), The Best Poems of 1929 (New York: Harcourt,
Brace & Co., n.d.), 115-116.

“The Starfish,” in Thomas Moult (editor), The Best Poems of
1930 (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1930), 43.
“Humming Bird,” “Night-Hawk,” “Golden Falcon,” in Clinton
Scollard & Jessie B. Rittenhouse (editors), The Bird-
Lovers’ Anthology (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1930),

117-118, 200-201, 247.

“The Ram,” in Alfred Kreymborg (editor), Lyric America
(New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1930), 548-549.
Also, in later editions retitled An Anthology of American
Poetry (New York: Tudor Publishing Co.).

“Sunflowers,” in Thomas Moult (editor), The Best Poems of
1931 (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1931), 5-6.

“Crystal Moment,” in Thomas Moult (editor), The Best Poems
of 1932 (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., n.d.), 76-77.

“Crystal Moment,” in William Rose Benét (editor), Fifty Poets
(New York: Duffield & Green, 1933), 105-107. Also,
an account of how the poem was written.

“First Flight,” in Thomas Moult (editor), The Best Poems of
1933 (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., n.d.), 114-117.

“Potato Diggers,” “Eyes Are Lit Up,” in Thomas Moult (edi-
tor), The Best Poems of 1934 (New York: Harcourt,
Brace & Co., n.d.), 22, 115.

“Golden Falcon,” in Designed For Reading by the editors of
Saturday Review of Literature (New York: Macmillan
Co., 1934), 392.
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“Strange Holiness,” in Roger S. Loomis & Donald L. Clark
(editors), Modern English Readings (New York: Farrar
& Rinechart, 1934), variant pagination in successive edi-
tions of this volume.

“The Cup of Day,” in The New Yorker Book of Verse (New
York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1935), 160.

“Night of Fear,” “Advice to a Young Farmer,” “The Cupola,”
in Maine and Vermont Poets (New York: Henry Harri-
son, 1935), 34-36.

“Jethro’s Pet,” “The Desert of Maine,” in Dudley Chadwick
Gordon, V. R. King, & W. W. Lyman (editors), Today’s
Literature (New York: American Book Co., 1935), 337-
340.

“Now All Within My Household Sleep,” in Thomas Moult (edi-
tor), The Best Poems of 1935 (New York: Harcourt,
Brace & Co., n.d.), 98.

“Taking the Turn” in Alan F. Pater (editor), Anthology of
Magazine Verse for 1935 (New York: Poetry Digest As-
sociation, 1936), 24.

“Going Starring,” in Alan F. Pater (editor), Anthology of
Magazine Verse for 1936 (New York: Poetry Digest As-
sociation, 1937), 20-21.

“The Lantern,” “One Who Knows His Seagulls,” in Thomas
Moult (editor), The Best Poems of 1937 (New York:
Harcourt, Brace & Co., n.d.), 19, 102.

“Good Neighbor,” “The Scythe Tree,” in Alan F. Pater (edi-
tor), Anthology of Magazine Verse for 1937 (New York:
Paebar Co., 1938), 27-28.

“A Father Is a Strange Thing,” in Thomas Moult (editor), The
Best Poems of 1938 (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co.,
nd.), 72. o

“The Sharp Coast,” “The Family Stairs,” in Louise Hall Little-
field (editor), The Triad Anthology of New England Verse
(Portland, Maine: Falmouth Book House, 1938), 22-23,
57-58.

“Star-Pudding,” “Getting Ready for Town,” “A Mess of
Clams,” “Hound on the Church Porch,” “Old Cellar,” in
Alice Roosevelt Longworth & Theodore Roosevelt (edi-
tors), The Desk Drawer Anthology (Garden City, N. Y.:
Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1938), 62-67.
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“Old Farmer Alone,” in Alice C. Cooper (editor), Poems of
Today (Boston: Ginn & Co., 1939), 229-230.

“Man in the Moon,” in Thomas Moult (editor), The Best
Poems of 1939 (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., n.d.),
46.

“Eyes Are Lit Up,” “A Boy, a Lake, a Sun,” “Country Church,”
“Strange Holiness,” “Fireflies in a Graveyard,” “The
Pines,” in Marjorie Barrows (editor), Pulitzer Prize Poems
(New York: Random House, 1941), 39-47.

“The Stone Crop,” in Carl Van Doren (intro.), The Patriotic
Anthology (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, Doran & Co.,
1941), 163-164.

“Maine Is a Perpetual Poem,” in Whit Burnett (editor), This
Is My Best (New York: Dial Press, 1942), 305-309. In-
cludes “Humming-Bird,” “Golden Falcon,” “Crystal Mo-
ment,” “The Secret Heart.”

“My Brother and I Stand in the Dark,” in Ted Malone (edi-
tor), Pack Up Your Troubles (New York: McGraw Hill
Book Co., 1942), 172.

“At the Moon’s Eclipse,” in George Herbert Clarke (editor),
The New Treasury of War Poetry (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Co., 1943), 161-162.

“A Flicker Went Free,” “Raccoon Hunt,” “Young Farmers,”
“Mr. Burns Starts for Town,” “The Swop,” “A Girl Shell-
ing Peas,” “Thank Little Boys,” “The Poem,” in Alan F.
Pater (editor), Anthology of Magazine Verse for 1938-
1942 (New York: Paebar Co., 1943), 89-98.

“Farm Boy,” in Charles Lee (editor), North, East, South, West
(New York: Howell, Soskin, 1945), 29.

“The Tall Axe-Man,” in William Rose Benét & Norman Cous-
ins (editors), The Poetry of Freedom (New York: Ran-
dom House, 1945), 516-517.

“Hound on the Church Porch,” in Edwin Burtis (editor), Al
the Best Dog Poems (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.,
1946), 148.

“The Secret Heart,” in The Poetry Society of America An-
thology (New York: Fine Editions Press, 1946), 37.
“The Spider,” “Joy Meets Boy,” in Elizabeth H. Sechrist (edi-
tor), One Thousand Poems for Children (Philadelphia:

Macrae Smith Co., 1946), 425, 429.
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“Country Church,” in James D. Morrison (editor), Master-
pieces of Religious Verse (New York: Harper & Bros.,
1948), 483.

“New Englanders Are Maples,” “Getting Through,” in Louis
Untermeyer (editor), An Anthology of New England Poets
(New York: Random House, 1948), 599-600.

“Disillusionment,” in Robert Thomas Moore (editor), Poetry
Awards, 1950 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1950), 19.

“Making the Spring,” in Henry Beston (editor), White Pine
and Blue Water (New York: Farrar, Straus & Co., 1950),
350-351.

“The Marble Boy,” in Robert Thomas Moore (editor), Poetry
Awards, 1951 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1951), 13.

“The Way to Know a Father,” “The Secret Heart,” in Eliza-
beth H. Sechrist (editor), Poems for Red Letter Days
(Philadelphia: Macrae Smith Co., 1951), 151-153.

“Cat on the Table,” in Lynn Hamilton (editor), Sophisti-Cats
(Boston: Chapman & Grimes Co., 1952), 134.

“The Land the Old Ones Keep,” “New England,” in Robert
Thomas Moore (editor), Borestone Mountain Poetry
Awards, 1953 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1953), 23-24.

“The House the Captains Built,” in Lovell Thempson (editor),
Youth’s Companion (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1954), 57-58.

“Vermont Praise,” in Roger Butterfield (editor), The Saturday
Evening Post Treasury (New York: Simon & Schuster,
1954), 464.

“A White Sloop Walks the Woods,” in Robert Thomas Moore
(editor), Borestone Mountain Poetry Awards, 1954 (Stan-
ford, California: Stanford University Press, 1954), 3.

“Boy with a Spring Kite” “Wisdom Lies Outside,” in Robert
Thomas Moore (editor), Borestone Mountain Poetry
Awards, 1955 (Stanford, California: Stanford University
Press, 1955), 33-34.

“The Fog,” in W. H. Auden (editor), The Criterion Book of
Modern American Verse (New York: Criterion Books,
1956), 145.

https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/cq/vol7/iss4/6



Cary: A Bibliography of Robert P. Tristram Coffin: Part 1

186 Colby Library Quarterly

“Maine Woodpile,” in John Mason Brown (editor), The Ladies’
Home Journal Treasury (New York: Simon & Schuster,
1956), 260.

“Maine Winter,” Great Reading from LIFE (New York: Har-
per & Bros., 1960), 540-542.

Prose

“The Paradox of Oxford,” in Benjamin A. Heydrick (editor),
Forum Papers, 1st Series (New York: Duffield & Co.,
1924), 79-87.

“The Paradox of Oxford,” in Roger S. Loomis (editor), Fresh-
man Readings (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1925),
232-238.

“Iffley the Unspoiled,” in Mary Ellen Chase & Margaret E.
Macgregor (editors), The Writing of Informal Essays
(New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1928), 71-81.

“Cathedrals to Live In,” “The Paradox of Oxford,” in Karl J.
Holzknecht (editor), A Freshman Miscellany (New York:
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1930), 5-17, 74-82.

“Cathedrals to Live In,” “Codfish Chowder and Sun,” in Roger
S. Loomis (editor), Models for Writing Prose (New York:
Richard R. Smith, Inc., 1931), 235-241, 273-277. In the
revised edition (1937) by Farrar & Rinehart, the pagina-
tion is 324-335.

“Boys Grown Tall,” in William M. Tanner (editor), Essays
and Essay-Writing (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1933),
74-81.

“The Paradox of Oxford,” in Joseph B. Heidler (editor), Col-
lege Years: Essays of College Life (New York: Long &
Smith, 1933), 169-179.

“The Dean’s Croquet,” in Roger S. Loomis & Donald L. Clark
(editors), Modern English Readings (New York: Farrar
& Rinehart, 1934), 90-93.

“First Things” in Raymond W. Pence (editor), Essays of To-
day (New York: Macmillan Co., 1935), 141-145.

“Codfish Chowder and Sun,” in Roger S. Loomis & Donald L.
Clark (editors), Modern English Readings (New York:
Farrar & Rinehart, 1937), variant pagination in successive
editions of this volume.
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“Poetry Today and Tomorrow,” in Dagobert D. Runes & R. G.
Schrickel (editors), Art in a Post War World (New York:
Philosophical Library, 1944), 59-67.

“Christmas in Maine,” in Edward Wagenknecht (editor), A4
Fireside Book of Yuletide Tales (Indianapolis, New York:
Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1948), 295-302.

“The Ice Trade on the Kennebec,” in Henry Beston (editor),
White Pine and Blue Water (New York: Farrar, Straus &
Co., 1950), 247-256.

“Seraph in the Apple Tree,” in Alice I. Hazeltine (editor),
Selected Stories for Teen-Agers (New York and Nash-
ville, Tenn.: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1952), 22-28.

ABOUT RPTC

Ladies’ Home Journal, XLV (January 1928), 24. Autobio-
graphical.

“Robert P. Tristram Coffin,” Wellesley College News, XL (Oc-
tober 22, 1931), 5.

“Poets Pick R. P. T. Coffin,” New York Times (May 20,
1935), 15. Poetry Week Gold Medal Award.

“They Stand Out from the Crowd,” Literary Digest, CXIX
(June 1, 1935), 26.

Pulitzer Prize for Poetry, New York Times (May 5, 1936), 18.

Henry Seidel Canby, “Pulitzer Prize Winners,” Saturday Re-
view of Literature, XIV (May 9, 1936), 6-7.

“Robert P. Tristram Coffin,” Wilson Bulletin, X (June 1936),
632. Autobiographical.

“Bright Maine,” Portland Sunday Telegram (June 14, 1936),
D, 1. Autobiographical.

William Rose Benét, “Man From Maine,” English Journal,
XXV (September 1936), 523-533.
Sister Mary James Power, “Robert P. T. Coffin,” in Poets at
Prayer (New York: Sheed & Ward, 1938), 111-122.
Virginia Smith Hall, Down East Today (Orono, Maine, 1938),
122 + 11p. Honors thesis in English, University of
Maine.

Alexandra Krastin, “Of the Nantucket Coffins,” Christian
Science Monitor, Weekly Magazine Section (December 27,
1941), 5.
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Stanley J. Kunitz & Howard Haycraft (editors), Twentieth Cen-
tury Authors (New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1942), 294~
296. Additional data in First Supplement (1955), 211-
212. Autobiographical.

Max Eastman, “Poetry in a World at War,” American Mercury,
LV (October 1942), 500-502.

Max Eastman, “Poetic Justice in the Art of Calling Names,”
Saturday Review of Literature, XXV (October 24, 1942),
9-10.

Senior Scholastic, XLV (November 13, 1944), 16.

“The Poet and the Lobster,” American Magazine, CXXXIX
(April 1945), 131.

“Square Toes,” Senior Scholastic, XLIX (November 18,
1946), 15.

Adelbert M. Jakeman, “Maine Poet,” Pine Cone, III (Summer
1947), 34.

Hugh Pendexter III, A Critical Study of the Poetry of Robert
Peter Tristram Coffin (Philadelphia, 1954), 241 p. Doc-
toral dissertation, University of Pennsylvania.

Obituaries:
New York Times (January 21, 1955), 1, 23.
New York Times (January 22, 1955), 10. Editorial.
Brunswick Record, LIII (January 27, 1955), 1-2.
Newsweek, XLV (January 31, 1955), 66.
Time, LXV (January 31, 1955), 82.
Bowdoin Alumnus, XXIX (February 1955), 1, 2, 3.
Publishers’ Weekly, CLXVII (February 19, 1955), 1172.
Wilson Library Bulletin, XXIX (March 1955), 492.

Herbert Ross Brown, “Memorial Address,” and “From the
Records of the Bowdoin College Faculty,” Bowdoin Col-
lege Bulletin, No. 316 (March 1955), 5-14, 15-19.
“Vita,” 20-26.

Lillian W. Lewis, “Last Night of All (For R. P. T. Coffin),”
in Dan Kelly (editor), Maine Writers’ Conference Anthol-
ogy, 1956 (Brunswick, Maine: Pejepscot Press, 1956),
27. Poem.

Americana Annual, 1956 (New York: Americana Corporation,
1956), 153-154.
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Britannica Book of the Year, 1956 (Chicago: Encyclopaedia
Britannica, 1956), 509.

Thomas S. Burr, “A Tribute to Robert P. T. Coffin,” Bowdoin
Alumnus, XXXI (February 1957), 1. Two sonnets.
Frances W. Naugler, Robert P. Tristram Coffin and His Critics,
1924-1955 (Orono, Maine, 1958), 92p. Master of Arts

Thesis in English, University of Maine.

Loring H. Dodd, Celebrities at Our Hearthside (Boston: Dres-
ser, Chapman & Grimes, Inc., 1959), 311-315.

Who Was Who in America (Chicago: A. N. Marquis Co.,
1960), III [1951-1960], 168.

National Cyclopaedia of American Biography (New York:
James T. White & Co., 1962), XLV, 326-327.

Max J. Herzberg (editor), The Reader’s Encyclopedia of
American Literature (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co.,
1962), 189.

Annie Coffin Sanborn, The Life of Robert Peter Tristram
Coffin and Family (Alton, New Hampshire: Privately
printed, 1963).

Hugh Pendexter III, “The Religious Quest in Robert P.
Tristram Coffin’s Poetry,” Colby Library Quarterly, VII
(June 1965), 61-69.

Coffin on Poetry: “For poetry is forever the thin, sinewy ten-
don that defies time and runs out from all small things to
articulate eternity. Poetry is the brevity that is the breath of
life, the art of doing without most of the acts and words we
live by, in order to gain the life more abundant. . . . Poetry is
subtraction, as a sketch in ink or color is. Poetry postulates
leaving the mass out, for the sake of the life of the mass. . . .
[Poetry] represents reality, it does not present it.” [“The Mat-
ter of Poetry”]

Coffin to the Young Poet: “Call your home beauties by name.
Begin as a local poet if you hope to become a universal one.
Stay at home if you want the world as your range. This is one
very practical way of achieving that fundamental design which
is immediacy. Let no genus, no class, no philosophy get be-
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tween you and the light.. The philosopher deals in trees, but
the poet deals in maples and hackmatacks. An oak is a better
tree than a mere tree, and better proves trechood. Set your
bird’s song down as a chickadee’s or the cardinal’s. Put the
daisy and the bird-on-the-wing in your meadow, not bare flow-
ers. Avoid the over-arching and overwhelming abstracts. Stay
close to cases, to home.” [“The Matter of Poetry”]

Coffin on the Maine Coast: “And there under the boom at
their bow a shore was coming up out of the sea. It was all
marble and dazzling pearl. It was quilted with snow, but it was
fringed with trees cut out of green and gold lace, all powdered
with the splinters of diamonds. Trees conical and even, every
dazzling shade of green. Wall on wall of green trees till they
faded into azure and gray and mauve. Green turned to azure,
and the azure to silver again. Trees cut out of lace. Taller
trees of a feathery green which turned to molten silver where
the wind ran through their everlasting leaves, then to golden
needles sunnier than the sun itself when the wind dropped.
Tall trees like plumes, too lovely to be seen outside of sleep,
etched on a lighter haze of forests beyond forests. High cliffs
were lifting their shimmering heads as they drew in toward
land. Where the snow left off, the rocks themselves shone
white with granite. At their foot, in the tides’ way, dead salt
grass spread like a golden frieze. Gulls were flying like pieces
blown off from the snow. Light and dark, dark and light. The
sky was like a transparent enamel too bright to look at long.
And every last thing there, rock and sedge and tree and hill,
seemed to throw out a nimbus and bathed itself from its own
brightness in a glory like that of the pebbles at the bottom of a
clear stream of water.” [John Dawn]

Coffin on Maine’s Imperishable Heritage:
When folks have moved away, the borers enter
And bore their dusty way into the center
Of Maine’s heart, and through a thousand pores
The unused sunlight seeps back home outdoors.
[“Maine Woodpile”]
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