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The Issue Was Tissue 
"a very t h i n  o n e - p ly a t  that" 

B)' Earl Smith 

In the interest of comin g c lean with a lumni and other c lose 

fo l lowers of the Co lby scene, it must be reported that there was a bit 

o f  a to -do about toile t paper on the campus this f al l. It  was a true 

resurgence of the "back to basics" mo vement, flushed wi th great 

emotion in a land o f  j j2  toi lets. 

The is ue first arose last year when someone whose sense o f  fisca l 

responsi bi li ty e xceeded a concern f or genera l welfare had the 

former two -p ly tissue rep laced with one -p ly (and, it seemed to most, 

a very thin one -p ly at that ). A lmo t immediately, there was great 

dea ling with a long -un used ro l l  of ce l lo

phane tape. econd, because the ro l lers 

on these giant dispensers are set at a 

maddeningly high tens ion, one m us t  t ug 

e ver o gen tly to a void a b reak. There are 

other pro blem as we ll. There is no need 

to go in to it . uffice it to ay that the 

di cu ion was intense and the humor 

general ly quite earthy. 

Dean o f  tudent Janice Kassman knew 

1t was a p rob lem the minute she be gan to 

hear the comp laints. There was no response 

to her mid -summer p lea for two -p ly, and , ear ly 

m the fa l l, word circu lated that students with 

reH)lt on their minds were goin g to circu la te a 

pe r 1 r10n. Ka man, a \'eteran re vo lution quasher, 

qu ick ly a>>emb led the h1ghe t powers. Armed with 

>e Yen ro l b o f  a l rerna re t issue options she demanded a 

re ne \\. B y  the proce>s of e l 1mina rion there was soon a 

hreakrhrou gh, an J m one c lean w ipe a o lu rion was 

,1g rccJ upon. The two -p ly ti ue ( ma Je o f  recyc led paper, 

thank you \ er1 much ) \\'Ou ld be brou ght back. o r  the 

\ ..:rr h c,r qua l 1 r1, m mJ you, bu r rn·1ce a good a> what \\'a on 

h,mJ I cfme. Of cour e rh 1,, rever a l  came \\'1th a cost, bu r it 
'"cmcJ a p1 JJl1 11g price co pa y for keep mg st uden ts amon g the 
h.1pp1 c r 1 11 al l rhe nat1on 
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