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I student life 

Jake Conklin:  A Vision Without Borders 
Col by senior seeks cure for public health i l ls 

by Alicia em1ccolo MacLea)' '97 

J
ake Conk lin' origi na l ly e n­

v1s10ned it as a n  "i nnoce nt 

pr o1e ct "-t o bui ld a h o  pi ta !  i n  

the A nca h m ou ntai n regi on of 

Peru. Tha t might s ou nd like 

wel l-mea ni ng nai vete, but 

C onk lm a lready has sig ned cor­

p orat ion paper t o  create The 

O ne Orga ni :ation, named the 

fi ve trustees a nd obtai ned ad­

\'1 ce f rom our ce that i nclude 

the deputy dire ctor of the Pa n 

Ame nca n  Hea lth O rga ni :at ion. 

Conk lm, a chemi try major 

from Marron, Ohio, pent the sum­

mer of 1 99 as a , ·olu nteer m the 

A nca h mou ntai n . He , ·isited 

home to tudy the potentia lly fa­

ta l bacte num barwnellosis as part 

of a pub lrc hea lth re earch pro­

gram ru n by the Pan American 

Hea lth Orga ni :ation, the U . .  

, a \'\' a nd the Uniformed ernce 

Uni \'er rry of Hea lth crence . 

The p re nou um mer C onk­

li n '' a :,  a night- h1ft emer ge ncy 

ro om mte rn at the Chicago 

h ddre n' :-..1em ona l Ho prta l 

a nd a '  olu nteer m the h o,prta l' 

lHttreach pr ogram t o  h ou m g  

rroie ct . onk lm :,ard that "a 

need to 'hed the comf ort :one 

.IT<>unJ me " Jr ,rn '  him to w ork-

1 11 !!  m d1t f rcu lt cond l[ l llm. 

C1mk lm Jr,Lll\ ereJ the p ro­

JCLt 1 11 Peru h ,e ,1rchmg on- lme 

tm puh lr<: hc.1 lrh oppnrtu nl[ le '  

1 11 unJerJe,elnpeJ cou nme . He 

'"'ll 111qu 1nc' co re,e ,1r d1er' he 

t ou nJ 1 11rcrc unl(. '.1pr. L .Hr\' 

L.tu l.!h lm, .1 11 ep1 Jcn111>l<ll!I c 1 11 

clw • 1 ,1 \  \ a nJ h e.1J ot Pr<'JCU 

II.in 11 ell,  t , re pc nJeJ hut ,,1 1J 
1 t  11k lm 1 ,11Hl'J to 11nrl.: Ill 

l'c ni 11 nh lum ,  he' I h I\ e tn ul\ e r  

hr  011 n e I <"ll "' 
\ ,. I T rnJ .i h 1lt I.ire r 

(. 

Jake Conklin '00 

C onk li n ti l l  i i n  debt fr om his 

w ork 1 11 Peru, but he say the 

e xpe ne nce was w orth the co:,t. 

He rea li :ed "more peop le w ou ld 

volu nteer if fi na ncia l obstacles 

\\'ere le e ned," s o, as the tu­

de nt G o,·e mme nt As ,ociati on 

cu ltura l chair, he has created 

"C olby Abroad " t o  fu nd lear n-

1 11g e xpene nces for stude nts dur­

i ng the >Limmer or Ja n P la n. 

C onk li n ard he wa nt:, to of fer 

other '>tude nt,, cha nce >  to "make 

,1 la:,tmg 1mpre :,ron a nd form 

their mi n a n:,wer ." 

cc1 11g the l1m 1red medica l 

cMc 1 11 Pe ru deepe ned onk-

11 11 \ u1mm1tmc nt to puh l 1L '>CT· 

' i ce. He uca tcd The O ne 

Or l.!, l l1 l :a r10n, \\ h1 ch 1 dcd 1-

L.1tc J rn el1mmar1 11g d 1 n,1on' 

he t 11 c l' n  th1r J- ,1 11J hr r-11 or lJ 

n,1t1 on,, . 1 11 J rh rnu l!h rhe org ,1 -

111 :.1t1<> n he 111tc nJ t o  h11 ld th l' 

h I 11 .i l Rcr .11 11 1 ng th l' l,ic,d 

H 

Per ll\·ia n cu lture a nd ide ntity 

i importa nt, he ays. " It \  hard 

t o  dra \\' the li ne i n  he lpi ng but 

not cha ngi ng a commu nity," 

C onk li n said. 

A le x  Chi n '96, assista nt di­

rector of student a cti vities, is 

one of rhe orga nization's five 

t rustees. Chi n aid he g ot i n­

,·oh·ed i n  C onk li n's m i>sion 

"be cau e Jake 1s a \'ISi onary, a nd 

u nl ike m ost v1;,ro na nes he com­

b1 11es that wirh pas ion a nd a 

>tr ong e n:,e of m ot1vari on. 

Pe op le l rke that are rare." 

Ul rnnate ly C onk li n wa nt '>  to 

w ork on nat1 onw1de a rrroa ches 

t o  hea lth care , 1 1wolv 111g ,,e c­

ondary edu cation as we ll  a '>  

med ica l  CT\'ICe " He I S  s re nd-

1 11g '>pr1 11g break 111 Paraguay to 

cv,1 lu.1 te p m,1b dtt1e for '> Li ch a 

'rr. Hegy there. 

E, c nru .i l h onk l rn  wa nt '> 

Th l' O ne Orga n1 :at1 on to he 

m ore tha n a n  a vocation, but he 

is headed f or medi ca l s ch ool af­

te r g raduati on. He reas ons that 

the " ooner I'm done, the s ooner 

I ca n fo cus on the e thi ngs." 

Las e fa l l, he a lready had bee n 

accepted i nto the avy's medi­

ca l s ch ool but wa waiti ng to 

hear fr om other s ch ools. 

C onk li n is a ls o  busy w ork ing 

on his chem is try h onors re earch 

with Ass ociate Professor Ju lie 

Mi l lard, with wh om he ha 

w orked si nce his fre hma n year. 

Their research i nvol ves is olat­

i ng a drug from a n  edib le mush­

r oom a nd cr oss-li nki ng fo r ca ncer 

tudies . "Jake i loaded with e n­

thusiasm, i nitiati ve a nd h umor," 

said Mi l lard. " He wi ll be a fa n­

tastic tropi ca l hea lth pra cti t ion­

er, is ure t o  discover loads of 

na ty new diseases a nd wi l l  have 

a great time doi ng it." 

O ne might thi nk Conk li n 

w ou ld have lit tle time for other 

purs uits, but he re ce nt ly com­

p le ted what he said " ca n  be con­

sidered a nove l," ab out a s tude nt 

wh o fi ni hes medica l s ch ool a nd 

w orks i n  a rh ird-world cou ntry 

to pay off his debts. " It's a very 

politi ca l  a nd a ve ry h orefu l 

nove l," said C onk li n. He has n'r 

conta cted a pub lishe r yet. " I'm 

pre rared t o  w ork on it for rhree 

to fi ve yea r , u nti l l'm sati fied," 

he sa id. 

Th ou gh he loves t o  write, 

Conk li n says he has no desire t o  

h e  a wr irer. "My r rue passion is to 

rer form visib le cha nge a nd he lp 

reop le live i n  hea lrh ier cond i­

uom," he said. "I l ike ju r ab our 

everythi ng a nd I rh ink that's my 

brg gc ,,t pr ob lem. I ger pu lled i n  

;o ma ny differe nt dire r ions." + 



Colby Bookstore Girds for On-Line Challenges 

Ads tell textbook-buying students to 

"Get on-l ine, not in l ine." Varsity­

books.com bill itselfas "your on line col­

lege bookstore." l s  the traditional campu 

0 

Colby Bookstore 
bookstore on its way to extinction? 

Last summer the olby Book tore 

te ted the on-l ine competition. A stu­

dent p icked six Colby c lasses and 

shopped for book at eight of the most 

popular college textbook Web sites. She 

got so frustrated that she asked to be let 

out of the project, says Barbara Shutt, 

book division manager, who oversaw 

the project. Only one company was able 

to ship all the books requested. Others 

The Colby Bookstore 

to deliver the book , he said. Instead, 

shopping on line, Stewart had the books 

in days. He compared prices at Barnes 

and Noble with his Colby Bookstore 

purchases and found them the same. "I 

should have checked them all at Ama­

zon, though," he said. 
.. ll&Ellfiililllll 
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Occa ional out-of-stock titles not­

withstanding, Barnard is working hard to 

keep students shopping on campus. The 

Bookstore offers used book and custom 

publ ishing of professor requests. The store 

al o make immediate exchanges when 

had waits of up to ix weeks for out-of-stock books. Still other didn't 

have the books needed or the correct edition, according to the 

bookstore's research. 

" o one else wi l l  sell all the books you need at Colby," said Bruce 

Barnard, manager of the Colby Bookstore. He admits on-l ine sellers 

can offer books cheaper, even with shipping costs, but says students 

should consider the toral experience. "The typical student at a private 

l iberal arts college in New England is demanding of convenience," he 

said. "We tend to cater here." 

However, Randy tewart '00 had to log onto Amazon.com and 

barnesandnoble.com when the Colby Bookstore was out of three 

required English books this fall .  " I t  would have taken weeks" for Colby 

'""'"�•. •nd Hnd yo ... 
f,,•ndo 'S•uo••1 G•ot1>r19J' 
u1•n9 0.,• 1 2 p � Colb� 
Hof.dey lOotOU•d• 

tudents add or drop classe and buys 

back new and u ed books. 

Though bookstore sales were up this fall ,  Barnard ays the tore isn't 

about to dismiss the competition. While few Colby students have turned 

to the Web for textbooks, the on-line companies are "in it for the long 

haul," said Barnard. "Web stores like varsitybooks.com expect to lose 

money for some time." Eventually, though, they intend to make a profit. 

So far, on-l ine textbook sellers are best at targeting public institu­

tions, where bookli ts mu t be made available if requested in writ­

ing-a rule that doesn't apply to Colby. Some on-l ine sellers have 

begun partnering with schools and, in some cases, have completely 

taken over student textbook sales. 

Looking ahead, Barnard said, "We know there's a battle, a long 

drawn-out war. " + 

Maria Gonzalez Is Helping Build the Global Economy 

Maria Gonzalez '01 

If economic ties between 

Florida and Latin America are 

strengthened in coming years, it 

could be partly because of Maria 

Gonzalez '0 1 .  

Gonzalez, an economics-math­

ematic major from aracas, Ven­

ezuela, spent last summer working 

for the Venezuelan-American 

Chamber of Commerce in her 

hometown. As an intern, she was 

assigned to redo a brochure that 

attempted to explain how Ven­

ezuelan companies can do busi­

ness in Florida. "It was four pages 

long and all the information was 

messed up," Gonzale: said. 

So she rolled up her sleeve 

and went to work. 

Gonzalez, who already had 

three internships in human re­

ources and corporate financ ial 

consulting under her belt, says 

she spent a month finding infor­

mation on business regulation , 

the application process, what 

products could be exported or 

imported, "what each tax is 

about, what you should know." 

3 5  

She then spent two months 

compil ing the brochure perta in­

ing to business in Florida. Her 

superiors liked it so much, they 

asked her to expand it to ew 

York, Texas and California. " I 'm 

glad that I managed to know 

everything I needed to know 

before I g l l t  [ to the  j ob ] , "  

Gon:alez said. 

She said much of her training 

for the task came from A sociate 

Professor of Economics Debra 

Barbe:at's course on labor mar­

kets, which acquainted students 

with ways to find the kind of 

information the brochure needed 

to convey. That training appar­

ently paid off; Gon:ale: learned 

Florida offic ials may award a 

grant that would pay for her to 

do similar brochures to be used 

to encourage trade between their 

state and Latin America. 

She plans to return to Caracas 

to do an independent study in 

J an Plan with the Chamber of 

Commerce, and after graduation 

she may go back to Vene:uela to 

begin her business career. "[  

would l ike to do some kind of 

finance," Gonzalez said.  "Finan­

cial consu lt ing would be nice." 

peaking in the Spa, Gon­

zale: said her busine model 

and in p i rat ion is  her grandfa­

ther, a self-made Caraca busi­

ne sman who was successful in 

banking and other areas.  "If i t  

weren't  for h im,  we wou ldn't 

be standing here r ight now," 

she said. + 
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From Aroostook County to the Final ( I rish) Four 

E ven when Er ic auc ier 'O 
wa in h is b asketb al l  pr im e, p lay ­

ing in the E a  t ern M ain e tourn a­

m ent for Pre que I le H igh choo l, 

h e  n ever dr eam ed he'd go to th e 

F in al Four. A a play er. 

But that 's exact ly what aucier 

d id last spr ing, lead ing h is t eam to 

the f in als of the nat ional champ ion­

h ip by ink ing two three-po int ers 

and m ak ing a k ey t eal in the la t 

threeminut esofthe em i-f inalgame. 

"[ h ad th e green l ight to shoot 

when ever I w ant ed to, from wh er­

e\•er I w ant ed to," auc ier aid. 

" You 'r e  in th e f in al f our if you 

w in three g am es," auc ier aid. 

Cork b eat th e Un iv ers ity of 

L im er ick in th e firs t round and 

topped th e Un ivers ity of Ul t er 

Jordanstown in th e s econd. In the 

s em i-f in al 's Cork knock ed o ff th e 

Un iver ity of Ul t er Monmouth, 

in p art b ec au e of S auci er 's lat e­

g am e  h ero ics. 

W ith about 1 00 f ans in at ten ­

d anc e, Cork f in ally succumb ed to 

Dubl in Co l l eg e  Un iv ersity ­

p art ly b ec aus e th at team h ad two 

sk i l led Am er ic an p lay ers from 

D etro it . S auc ier scor ed 2 3  po int . 

Any h ard f eelings? 

auc ier h ad g iven up b a  k et­

b al l  aft er hi f in al h igh choo l 

g ame.  When h e  arr ived at Un i­

,·er ity Co llege Cork, Ireland, f or 
ot in Ir ish hoops, S auc ier s aid . Eric Saucier '00, lower left, with teammates from University College Cork. The 

team played for the national championship but lost in the finals. Oppo ing p lay ers soc ial ized in 

pubs , got together for a d inn er 

d anc e aft er th e f inals. " E verybody's hugg ing , arms around each 

oth er ," auc ier r ec alled .  " And sing ing. S ing ing is a b ig p art of it ." 

econd s em e  t er la t y ear, auci er, 

a tar t ing h alfb ack on the Co lby soccer t eam, dec ided to jo in th e 

un iver ity b ask etball c lub as a w ay to m eet mor e lr i h stud ents. 

Tryouts w er e  in a m idd le schoo l gym, a d im ly l it hal l  w ith a dirty 

floor and r ipp ed n ets . But if the f ac i l ity w a  lack ing, the r ec ept ion 

from h i  n ew teammate w a  not. "They w er e  l ik e, 'Wow, an Am er i­

c an,"' auc ier r ec a l led . 

o m att er th at h e  is on ly f ive-eleven anJ h adn 't p lay ed in three 

y ear . auc1 er w a  embr ac ed-lit er ally-by h is t eamm at es and 

g l\ · en a k ey shoo ting guard role by h i  co ach, who w a  G erman -born 

but fe lt a p ec1al  af fin ity for Am er ic an b ec au e h e  h ad l ived in 

C an ad a. 

"We h ad th1 bond," auc ier a1J. 

lnJeeJ, c am ar ad er ie w a  wh at th e club w as all  about. "W e'd h ave 

pr ac nc e, th en we'J go to a pub, JU t to c elebr at e th e pr act ice," auc ier 

a1J. '"GooJ pr ac nce ,  guy . L et' go h ave a p int."' 

In lat e  :--.1arch, the t eam w a  cu lleJ from about 1 c lub p lay er to 

a Jo:en ''ho w ent to the tourn am ent in Dub lin. The entire eason w a  

thr ee Jay , long. The :.ki ll level w a" comp ar ab le to that o f  a team from 

a ' Cr\ m all American co lleg e. 

The b asketb all t eam returned to ork by tr ain. The tr ip w as 

high light ed by g ir ls sing ing lr i h fo lk ongs . The sing ing spread, no t 

on ly through th e c ar but up and do wn th e train .  

I t  w as ath let ics w ithout hype, comp et it ion w ithout th e comm er­

c ialism th at i th e tr ad em ark of Am er ic an co lleg e sport at the 

n at ion al level.  ot th at Irish co lleg e  sports all  lack c elebr ity app eal. 

auc ier s aid th e prest ig e sport is hur ling, an Ir ish g am e  th at is s im ilar 

to lacross e but p layed w ith sticks with b lad es in t ead of nets. The UC 

Cork hur ling team w as spon ored by G uinness; b ask etball p layer wor e 

the logo of a pr ing -w at er comp any. The Irish hoopst ers m ay h av e  gon e 

to the finals ,  bu t the hur lers w ere th e top jocks on c ampus. 

"They h ave th eir hur ling jack ets on and a coup le of g ir ls on each 

bou lder," Sauc ier aid. 

Th is w asn 't lost on Co lby t udent in Cork, s ev er al of whom h av e  

brought t icks b ack t o  th e rat es . Th ey hope t o  st art a hur ling c lub on 

c ampu . I t  wou ld be a club por t ,  of cours e. R eserv e your F in al Four 

ticket now. 

What's in a Name? 

'\' � 1 HB - FM ( 9.7 FM ) priJe'> m,elf on delivering a J1 ver>e b lend of mus ic by tuJent and commun ity d i  c jock eys . 
'nm e  progr ,1m m l e  ar e ,elf-exp lan atory, :.uch a -,  "Tu e,day B lu e,,," "Odd Rock " or "The Great est ongs ." But others? Here's 

.1 .imp le. Th e mu 1c g enre " mcluJeJ, m th e event th at -.ome readers migh t f inJ the n ame ju t a  bit crypt ic. 
om e of u> ma\ e,·en n eeJ exp lananon of th e exp lan at ion s. 

, 'u <l1t\ · The Tul .1 Bu \ 't em (p:: · fu 1on ) 

lm::h 1301-' \'.1uJe,·1 lle H,.ur ( rnc..k )  

Tig er uh 13 A (ne\\ r oc..k )  

Th.:- Ap.uhc m .: T, m J , " (1 11<l1c r od.l  

A [)  xle' Pr !!r.m1 (mr hop 111<l1 .:- )  

Th e..• H. 1pp me , Hour (punk, 111<l1.:- n d:,  m el n<l1 c.. h ,1rJc..or <!') 

C 0 l B Y  T E  R 36 

Mu'1L al 1ayonna1>e (rock ) 

R eJ W mc & Cr acker -. ( 1a:: & b lu e> )  

J 1g , HoeJown-, & ong> O T  ragcJy (folk, b lu egrass and Celtic ) 
• '<>Lturn al Em1 •»1ons ( ta lk ) 

Euro -T r a.,hcd Hangover (cu m d anc e anJ c lub mus ic ) 

T r .tppcJ 1 11 an O ven (n ew rock ) 
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