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� I  mules on the move 

Ruggers Earn Way to Nationals 
Mules show last year's success was no fluke 

By Man Apu��o '00 

If opp onen ts ha\·e undere sti

ma ted the Colby men's rugby 

team, tha t h ou ld change . The 

Whi te Mules c linched thei r sec

ond c on ecu ti ve trip to na tional 

c ompe ti ti on recen tly, and ri va ls 

are learning tha t last year's su r

pri e appearance in the na ti ona l 

potligh t was n o  f luke. 

Last season , the Mu le won 

one of two games in the regiona l 

tourney, but Ya le Universi ty swep t 

the p layoff and c linched the na

tiona l tournamen t berth. When 

the Yale Bulldog s unexpected ly 

withd rew from the na tiona l tour

namen t, dep le ted by injurie after 

a sprin -break trip to Eur ope, 

Colby was given the nod. 

Thi year, wi th a strong core 

of senior re tu rning, the Mu les 

wanted to prove tha t they be

longed with the be tin the coun

try. After a 7-0 regular season, 

they tramp led Le Moyne ollege 

(N.Y.) 7 - 3  in the ew Eng land 

p layoff . The \\'In sen t a message 

to opp onen t> wai ting a t  the 

reg1ona b. "Yeah, we wen t to na

tiona l la t ;ea son but It wa basi

cally JU t b lmJ luck," a 1J \'eteran 

"prop" ean con '00 af ter the 

Colby, in white, goes head to head with Le Mayne in the New England playoffs. 

win over Le Moyne. "It's very 

imp or tan t to u thi s  yea r to g o  out 

and win i t  outrigh t." 

When the Mu le s g ot to 

Amher st, Mass., fo r the regional 

p lay off s, they didn't waste any 

time, jumping on SU Y Col

lege a t  Oneon ta ear ly and run

ning to a 34- 1 7 vic tory tha t pu t 

them one win away from nation

a ls. Fans and p layer s came to ee 

Colby face Cen tra l onnec ti

cu t-a squad many be lie ved to 

be one of the tr onge st and most 

talen ted in the region-to see if 

the Mu le s  we re f or rea l. The re

su lt was a 20- 10 vic tory tha t gave 

C olby more than just another 

tournamen t be rth. I t  ga ve the 

Mules vindica tion. 

"We hea rd othe r teams ta I king 

during the first game," said teve 

Ward '00, who scored th ree times 

during the tournamen t weekend. 

"Everyone though t we were going 

to get ki lled by Centra l. It feels 

rea lly g ood to show e verybody. 

We lost a lot of p layers to gradua-

tion last yea r. T o  c ome back and 

do even better says a lot." 

A lot indeed . 

The Whi te Mule s were p lay

ing wi th ou t  cap tain David 

N ormoy le '00, Russ Mink '02 

and C orbin B race '00 f or m ost of 

both game s. Injuries kep t the 

three key c on tribu tor s  sidelined, 

bu t nei the r inj uries n or opp o

nen ts c ou ld keep C olby c on

tained. "We have such grea t 

dep th righ t n ow tha t  there rea l ly 

wa sn't too much to w orry abou t," 

Brace said. 

The Mu le s  have a ll win ter to 

re st, rec ove r and train f or na

tiona l c ompe ti ti on. or sh ou ld 

circum stance s easi ly side line 

any Mule s in the sp ring. Last 

year, when orm oy le f ound ou t 

C o lby made the na ti ona ls, he 

pu t hi s studies in Spain on h old 

to f ly h ome to c ompe te. Chances 

are, since he wi ll be in the c oun

try, he'll be on the fie ld for the 

Mu le s  thi s  sp ring. 

The tournamen t fal ls a t  the 

end of the spring sea son. C oach 

R ober t Weggler rep orted May

f lower Hi l l  w ou ld be the si te fo r 

the Mu le s' opening game. + 

Tournament Win a Field Hockey Fi rst 

T 32  

F or the fir st ti me i n  the hi s

tory of the pr ogram, the fie ld 

hockey team a dvanced to the 

econd round of the EC AC Di

v 1;1 on I I I  Tournamen t la st fall, 

by he;ting N o. 3 We lle sley, 3- 2 .  

We lle ley le J 1 -0 un ti l  the 

;1x th-;eeJeJ Mu le; tied i t  be fore 

ha l f t ime on a ;h ot by Jaime 

<l'>>tdy '00. In the ;ec on J  ha lf, 

Lapram R obynne DeCapno '00 
fcJ a ba ll ro Be ca B ru e '02, 
"ho pu t the Mu le; ahead, 2- 1. 

We l les ley came back wi th 20 

minu te lef t to tie it up, bu t an 

una ssi ted g oal by Melanie 

Estrel la '00 wi th five minu te 

remaining gave the win to Colby. 

" I t  was defini tely a strong 

game for u s, since we had never 

made i t  past the first round of the 

p lay of f  bef ore. o tha t wa s a 

real ly p osi tive experience for a l l  

of u . I t  wa s very exci tin g," said 

ap tain Je sse Davi '00. 
The victory arned the Whi te 



Toland Wins All-America Honors 

Sarah Toland '00 

A love of running fast and the 

d iscipl ine of training-but not too 

hard-came together brilliantly for 

Sarah Toland '00 in November 

when she placed 1 1 th among 2 1 3  

runners at the National NCAA 

Division I J l  cross-country cham

p ionship race. With a 1 7 : 1 8. 5  t ime 

on the University of Wi consin-

0 hkosh's five-ki lometer course, 

she earned All America honors 

and set a new Colby record, lop

ping 9 .5 seconds off Michelle Sev

erance Isham '94's Colby best. 

Before transferring to Colby as 

a sophomore, Toland ran simply 

for pleasure. " [  was never very serious about it," she said. That changed 

after the native Cape Codder raced in a l ifeguard competition and 

learned she was darned fast .  

Learning not to  be  too serious was her hardest lesson, according to  

women' running coach Debra Aitken. Toland at out  her sophomore 

year, injured. " It 's  definitely a chal lenge-getting her to realize that 

she needs to be healthy first," Ai tken said. 

When Toland says she rakes running more seriously than academ

ics, it's simply evidence of how much she loves to run; with a 3 .9-plus 

GPA she is, along with other e l ite students in her c lass, a Jul ius Seelye 

Bixler Scholar. 

As a enior Toland has her winter ( indoor) and spring track seasons 

ahead and, though she claims not to be competitive, he said she would 

"l ike to break some records," perhaps in the three- and five-ki lometer 

d istances. " It's j ust a really great feeling to be running fast," she said. 

Maria Mensching '02 , who has a perfect 4.0 GPA and l ike Toland 

is a member of the N ESCAC All-Academic team, was Colby's other 

qualifier for the national cross-country champion hip. With a per

sonal best ( 1 7 : 58 )  on the 3 . 1 -mile Oshkosh course, she finished 60th, 

sol idly in the top third of the nation's best Div ision I J l  runners. + 

Mules the chance to play No. 2 

Wesleyan. Shots on goal in that 

hard-fought semi-final were even 

up at 1 4 ,  but Wesleyan scored late 

in the first half and again near the 

start of the second, and the Mules 

ultimately fell ,  2 - 1 .  Lizzy Brandt 

'02 knocked in Colby's only goal 

late in the game off a penalty shot. 

Colby recorded another first 

thi season-its first win ever 

over Middlebury, the defending 

Divis ion I l l  champions. The 

Mules defeated the Panthers, 3-

2 ,  in penalty strokes after two 

scoreless overtimes. 

"We accomplished more than 

any olby field hockey ream to 

date, and we're really proud of that," 

said Davis, adding that every player 

on the squad got in the final game 

against Wesleyan. The Mules' 

trong bench, she said, bodes well 

for the future of the team. 

The White Mules finished 

the eason with a 9-7 record. + 

3 3  

sports shorts 
Women's soccer, 7-5-2 i n  the regular season, made its fifth 

consecutive post-season appearance, bowing to Amherst i n  the 

first round of the ECAC tournament. C h ristine O'Donnell '03 led 

Reagan Carey '0 1 ,  left, and 
Jennifer Johnson '00. 

NESCAC in regular-season 

scoring with 1 3  goals,  a new 

Colby record. Just three players 

will graduate. . . Men's soccer 

f in ished 6-7- 1 ,  and Jamie Lue 

'03 led scorers with five goals 

and an assist. . . . Footbal l  (3-5) 

finished with a 20-0 romp over 

Bowdoin. The defense tied the 

school record for interceptions i n  

a season with 1 8 .  D a n  Noyes '02 

broke David Lane '73's school 

record for receiving yards when 

he got 1 64 against Tufts. But for 

missing an overtime field goal attempt against Bates and a two

point conversion in a comeback bid versus Tufts, the Mules might 

have been 5-3 . . . .  Volleyball ( 1 6- 1 4 )  im proved al l  year and took 

second at the State of Maine Tournament. Reagan Carey '01 , 
Melissa Fiebelkorn '00 , and Amanda Cuiffo '02 were First Team 

All -State . Fiebelkorn's 22 assists in a game and Cuiffo's 21 k i l ls  i n  

a three-game match both set Colby records . . . .  A t  t h e  Head of 

the Charles Regatta, the men's crew was the second Divis ion I l l  

team across the f inish i n  the championship eights. Six seniors

Dave Sherwood, Andy Mil ler, Colin Truex, Sean Nevi lle, Tyler 

Peterson and Chris LaPointe-are staying i n  shape for their f inal 

spring season . . . .  Women's crew f i nished fifth at the Textile 

River Regatta i n  Lowel l ,  Mass , beating every NESCAC entry 

except Wi l l iams. I n  their first trip to the Head of Charles champi

onship level they f in ished second among Division I l l  crews. 

Men's cross country placed 1 2th among 32 teams at the 

ECACs. Top finisher for the Mules on the 8,000-meter course was 

Brendan Gavin '01 (27:43 . 1 3) . . . . Women's cross country, 

ranked fifth in New England in Division I l l  all season, made its 

debut i n  the national team rankings at 24th and won the State 

Championship for the second year. Talk about depth-top 

runners rested while the second seven raced in the ECACs and 

placed fourth out of 35 teams. Rachel Meiklejohn '02 finished in 

20:25 . 3 1  to pace that group . . . . Women's rugby , 2-6 i n  the fall 

season, finished with a 7-0 win over Bates . . . .  Women's tennis 

(3-7)  placed 1 2th among 24 teams at the New England Women's 

Intercollegiate Tournament (NEWIIT). At number-one singles, 

Brittain Palmedo '03 had a 1 0-3 record. . Men's tennis 

competed for the first t ime in the Middlebury Invitational, where 

Owen Patrick '01 and John McManigal '03 reached the finals of 

the number-one doubles fl ight but fell to Bates. 

W I  T E R  2 0 0 0  C O L B Y  
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