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� I books & authors 

Jeff Wuorio Could Save You a Lot of M oney 
Financial primer takes some of the worry out of personal finance 

By Gerry Boyle '7  
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Got Money? 
Jeff Wuorio '79 

AMA Publications 

267 pages 

If when y ou hear the w ord 

"Roth," y ou think David Lee, 

n ot I R A, th is is the b ook fo r 

y ou-or maybe for y our kids. 

Got Money? by Je ff Wuorio 

'79 is a s or t  of M ichel in Gu ide to 

m oney management, a c ollect ion 

of f inanc ia l ad vice g iven in such 

down-to-earth term that even 

the Eng li h maj ors among h is 

readers w il l  emerge en l ightened. 

Th is is a b ook a imed at read

er in the ir 20s and 30s, pe ople 

who are s o  busy w ith new ca

reers, new a partments, new c it

ies that they've had ne ither the 

t ime n or the inc lination t o  pon

der the long-term im plicat ions 

of the ir f inanc ia l dec is ions. Read

ing th i book-and keeping it 

on the she lf-cou ld sa ve them, 

wel l, a lot of m oney . 

Wuor io knows of what he 

s pea ks. An Eng lish maj or at 

Colby, he became a news paper 

re porte r, not a f inanc ier, and 

learned abou t  money manage

ment the hard way. A fte r  he re

ce ived an inher itance, a f inanc ia l 

planner c onvinced h im to pu t 

s ome of the money int o  a mu

n ic ipa l bond fund. The earn ings 

were ta x free, but years later an

other f inanc ial planne r pointed 

out that Wuor io wasn't earn ing 

enough money t o  need the ta x

she ltered fund. "ln hort, my lit tle 

foray in mun is pr obab ly c ost me 

th ousands of dollar I c ou ld ha ve 

earned elsewhere," Wu or i o 

wr ites. "So don't be b l inded by 

the lure of ta x free- omet imes 

a l ittle wha p  fr om the ta x padd le 

may actua lly be a g ood th ing." 

Wuor io, who l i ves in G or

ham, Ma ine, e ventua lly tu rned 

h is f inanc ia l less ons in to a ca

ree r. F or m ore than 1 5  years he 

has wr itten on in vest ing and 

pers onal f inance for a var ie ty of 

pub l ica t ions, inc lud ing Money 

maga z ine, The New York Times , 

Good Housekeeping, Worth and 

Men's Fitness . He a lso  has c on

tr ibuted to several on- l ine pub l i

cat ions, inc lud ing Qu icken.com, 

and has gea red th is b ook t o  read

ers wh o a re just as l ikely t o  go to 

the Interne t for f inanc ia l infor

mat ion as they a re to cons ult a 

b ook or maga zine. In add it ion t o  

bree zy prose, the b ook inc ludes 

l ists of Web s ites offe ring infor

ma tion on f inanc ia l t opics, f rom 

buy ing a f irs t h ouse or ca r, to 

insurance options and the haz

ards of cred it card debt. 

The point is s im ple enough : 

Everyt h i ng but the Poetry I s  Out of Its Element Here 

Fish Out of  Water 
Ronald Moran 58 

Juniper Press 

23 pages 

E' e rythmg' nut of n true 

e le ment m R ona lJ Moran ' 5  ' 

charhxik of roem , F1�h Our of 
\\''ac.:r--ner\ 1-xxh' m the wrong 

"ar, the " rong rnne, the " rong 

li fe. In rhe mle roem, a carr J1e 

m a  rool ,if " ater rec vdeJ from 

,llr i.:on J mnnc r  . In "Rencg,1Je," 

a !,me w,ilt "hn' <mh tr\ mg w 

ma ke a '"mg I' rrarrcJ hr a 

rancher anJ e urha ni :eJ. Th i 

L B '  T E R  

mal l collect ion of 1 7  na rrat ive 

poems offers c lass ic stu ff in m in

iature : character in con fl ict w ith 

the ir environment, the ir time 

or themse lve . 

Moran' poems are crafted out 

of g l1 1np e of the Amer ican cene 

o r  reca lleJ fr om the past w ith 

re rfect c la nry. Dera il anJ mera

ph on, " ryly unJer rate emot ion. 

One >rea ker, rememhermg crrn, -

mg a Grange H all  Janee floor a 

1f 1t were ,1 mme f ie lJ ber neen 

h1m ,e lf anJ a gir l, a l  o remem

her tha t he "w ou lJ f o, nn her li ke 

the . 'onh tar." ca ry a 1t "a" 

3 

he knew where he was headed, 

and e ve ryth ing he ld pr om ise. 

The s peake r  in "R id ing It Out" 

buy a new m otorcycle every 

pr ing . "When it thr obs/benea th 

me, prom i ing, I put on my/gloves, 

drop the visor of my he lmet/into 

place," he say , like a kn ight g ird

mg for batt le, then del iver dead

pan an a<lm iss ion of perpetua l 

unrea<liness and res ignat ion: 

"With my han<l an <l foot/I fee l for 

the clutch an <l gear ./Where is 

the c lutch? H ow Joe it work?" 

H ow t o  han<lle th1 life that is 

a lway '> s o  fu ll of prom i e-an<l 

"Not on ly does that knowledge 

head off s ome pre tty nas ty f inan

c ia l  pitfa lls -m ounta ins of cred it 

ca rd deb t, an inab i l i ty t o  get a 

l oan or buy a h ouse-but it can 

also open up s ome pretty attrac

t ive poss ib il it ies-vaca tions that 

y ou can actua l ly pay for rather 

than s lough ing them off on a 

cred it card, a n ice h ome in wh ich 

to l ive, c ollege for y ou r  kids, and, 

perha ps m os t  a ppea l ing of all, 

f inanc ia l s ol vency tha t lasts . . .  " 

The adv ice is pithy. Wuor io 

e xpla ins the d ifference between 

b onds and st oc ks, cer t if ica tes of 

de pos it (no, not al l C Ds c on ta in 

mus ic ). He e xpla ins the benef its 

of rente r's insur ance, te lls h ow to 

eva luate a f inanc ia l  planner's cre

dent ials and how to bette r under

stand your employe r's 40 1 K plan. 

Pretty dry s tu ff? N ot in Wuorio's 

hands, accord ing to g low ing re

v iews in USA Today and The 

NewYork Times , among othe rs. 

A fter al l, th is is a b ook tha t opens 

with a quote from tha t  Buffet 

fel low .  J immy, n ot Warren. + 

a lways inc lude the prom ise of 

letdown or defeat? Fish Out of 

Water, wh ich a l  o m ightbe ta ken 

as an im perat ive, says there's more 

than one way t o  be a f ish out of 

wate r, s o  a im h igh and dee p. In 

"For Y ou," Moran wr ite , "You 

can only wa it the best way you 

kn ow/for the right t ime, when a ll 

s igns say G o:/the ra inb ow's br il

liant lea p into a ir,/the beaver's 

l ic k  and ca lcu lated plunge." 

Moran recen tly ret ired as pro

fessor of Engl ish and assoc ia te 

dean a t  Clems on Un ive rs ity. Th is 

is h is f ifth collection of poems. + 



Familial Thais in a Global Economy 

Thai Women in the Global 

Labor Force: Consuming 

Desires, Contested Selves 

Mary Beth Mi l ls  

Rutgers University Press 

2 1 8  pages 

Thou ands of young Thai 

women migrate each year from 

rural areas to the factories of 

Bangkok. The work, predictably, 

is boring and tressful, but it  pays 

well and offer freedoms not 

available to Thai women only a 

couple of decades ago. 

Compared to rural Tha i  

communit ies and the i r  eco

nomic practices, gender role 

and familial tensions ( wh ich 

often are catalysts for labor 

m igration), the vibrant city of 

Bangkok grants the women of 

the workforce the l i berry to do 

and see and buy wi thout famil

ia l  superv ision. 

Mary Beth Mills inspects the 

long-term importance of these 

migration of rural laborers for 

the workers themselves and for 

the less visible urban industries 

fresh prints 
Family Honor 

Robert B. Parker '54 
Putnam, 1 999 

Robert B. Parker launched a new mystery series with the publication 

of Family Honor, his first novel to feature a woman in the lead role. 

Actress Helen Hunt asked Parker to create a woman detective that 

she could play. Family Honor introduces Sunny Randall ,  a wise

cracking divorced P . 1 . ,  hired by a wealthy Boston family to find their 

runaway teenage daughter. 

From East Germans to Germans ?: The New Postcommunist Elites 

Jennifer Yoder (government, international studies) 

Duke University Press, 1 999 

I n  1 990, Germany's transplantation of democracy into the former East 

Germany was unique even within the tide of democratization that was 

sweeping Eastern Europe. Yoder fi l ls what one political scientist called 

"a serious gap in the transition literature" by focusing on the 

adjustments of the political beliefs and behaviors of the East Germans 

and on the shifts required in their culture and identity. Based on her 

field research in East Germany, Yoder rejects the notion that the 

country had an easy, ready-made route to democratic capitalism. 

Cover Story 

Gerry Boyle '78 
Berkley, January 2000 

Jack McMorrow, former New York Times reporter turned Maine freelance 

knockabout, returns to Manhattan in Cover Story. McMorrow's fall from 

grace, perhaps not unexpected to readers of Boyle's five previous 

3 1  

they work in, and she conducts 

an ethnographic analysis of gen

der and gender relations in con

temporary Thai society. 

Returning to their rural homes 

and to marriage and family still 

seems desirable to many modern 

Thai women, however, if not ex

pected and inevitable. Mills ex

plores the conflicting desires and 

"contested selves" that result 

when the women must choose 

between the rural and the urban, 

the tradit ional and the new, the 

family-oriented village life and 

the chancier life of the thriving 

city. "These struggles reveal not 

only the individual circum ranee 

and needs of particular migrants 

and their families," Mills writes, 

"but also the effects of more wide

ranging structural and ideologi

cal tensions within Thai society 

as a whole." 

An associate professor of an

thropology at Colby,  M i l l s  

pent  s ix years researching th i s  

thoroughgoing academic study 

of Thai women in  the labor 

force, but it 's  in no way book

ish. The beginning reads like 

the start of a novel, and her use 

of the fi rst-person pronoun in

v i tes u to j oin M i lls on a per

sonal journey of discovery. The 

general reader as well as schol

ars in women's studies ,  South 

East Asian studies or anthro

pology should find the book 

accessible and informative.  + 

McMorrow mysteries, is faced dead-on in this book about the murder of 

the mayor of New York. Fans who thought they knew McMorrow may be in 

for more surprises than just learning who murdered the mayor. 

Across the Taiwan Strait: Mainland China, Taiwan and 

the 1995- 1996 Crisis 

Suisheng Zhao (government), editor 

Routledge, 1 999 

Is the burgeoning economic i nteraction between China and Taiwan a 

sign of a political thaw, or is it just a d istraction that keeps the world 

from seeing a growing political estrangement? Suisheng Zhao 

(government) edited this collection of essays on the conflict between 

China and Taiwan and their chances of reconciliation. 

New York's 50 Best Places to Have Brunch 

Ann Volkwein & Jason Oliver Nixon '92 
City & Company, 1 999 

NEW YORK'S 
50 J3EST 
PLACES 
TO HAVE (, ,, , ,/ 
BRVt.JCl-f 

-

This assignment-go off with a notebook and 

an appetite and return with an annotated l ist 

of the best places to brunch i n  New York 

C ity-might seem daunti n g .  But Nixon was 

well suited to the task. A former producer at 

the TV Food Network, N ixon i s  editor-in-chief 

of both Hamptons and Ocean Drive 's Palm 

Beach magazines. Moreover, he and his co

author have lived i n  nearly every neighbor

hood i n  Manhattan. The result is a gui debook 

for visitors as well as for any New Yorker, 

"from an Alphabet City hipster to an Upper East Side family and 

everyth ing i n  between , "  accord ing to the introduction. 

W I  T E R  Z O O O  C O L B Y  
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