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§ I readers write 

No Arms in College Race 

Co lby i abour educa tion and nor a bou t 

winning war . The ar tic le "Vying for cho l

ar " (Jeff Wuorio '79, f al l  1999 Colby) is 

fi l led wirh war re ferences . "Co lby and o ther 

e li te co l lege and uni\·er i tie are engaged in 

a type o f  war wi th one ano ther-vying to 

lure the be t and brigh tes t tha t they can, to 

recrui t gi f ted f acu lry, to con tinue to win 

g ran for new buildings and for new aca

demic and ex tracurricu la r programs. Tha t 

require an expensi ve arsena l o f  uper la ti\•e 

p rog ram , f acili ties and sen·ice . . . . The 

battle 1 no t mere ly fue led by o ther in ti tu

tton . . . .  But i f  the arm race ana logy is 

valid, how do you mea ure i f  Co lby is win

n1 11g1 . . .  Then there a re the 'win ra tes'

how o f ten Co lby won the tug-of-wa r when 

app lican t al o were accep ted a t  o ther co l

lege . . . .  I f  the ana logy o f  a war among e lire 

co llege 1s accura te, and i f  one o f  the cost o f  

rhe war 1 s  rhe p ricerag on a o lby educa tion, 

rhe vic tor 111 the con f lic t isn't necessari ly 

an) one choo l whose win ra te is be tter or 

who e dorms park le the mos t. . . .  " 

The ana logy to wa r is offen i ve and inap

p rop na te 111 a wor ld tormen ted by war, which 

ha; cm t mi l lion o f li\•es and injurie and yer 

ni l th rearem ro des troy humani ty . ure ly 

rhere are be ner ana logie to use to describe 

olby ' effor t ro be an exce llen t co llege. 

rephen choeman '64 
or h P la1 m, .J. 

Dander and Economics 

Bo), the la r 1 ue rea l ly go t my dander up . 

Ler\ r.ir t" 1 th the top: the" y1 11g for cho l

,1r," .1rucle. I agree \n th rhe mi;, ion ta te

men t for o l h\ : "pronde uper la t1ve 

• 1L.1Jem ic w rhe mo' t quali f1eJ ;ruden t , 

rel.!.1rJJc,, nf rhe1r ahd1t\ co pay ." 

11, \\\ en:r, the .i rt1 de remark thar n\ the 

".1mt·n1lie," th.n .1 nr.JC. t the k1J , go1 11g nn co 

quote one tuJent who came Im rhe dorm>, 

. m  I Pre 1Jenr ,nttcr g1\lng the ' tamp o f  

•'I I T<.J\.t l t "e P <'  t l1r,t-r.1tc e\ Cr\ th1 11g." I 

.1,k: I (oil\ runn mg . m  .1L,1Jem1 L 111 tnu-

11on r Jr< n 1 
I 1 lum '!!I\ 1111.! '' 'PLn t-'\en 111 p.1rr

p r  l\ 1 It· I\ .mk pla\ .trl',t to r ,ruJenh, o 

th I ,o!J:.\ L II gel the uf e t" ,ruJen t . mJ 

thach r< I u h 11! \ l'\ .: r  hd11: r on th l' 

li t ou r un le ri.:r,1 lua tl' 

co l lege, I ugges t the curren t leader hip o f  

Co lby has gone as tray. I'm ti ll enough a 

chi ld o f  the ix ties to suppor t the no tion: 

"Live simp ly, rha t o thers may simp ly live ." 

Wha t would I do? Cm a ll fri lls , put the 

s tuden ts ro work, and set up a gian t philan

thropic institution. Take 10,000 o f  each 

s tuden t's year ly cos t, which works out for 1 ,400 

tuden ts [curren t enro llmen t is l, 764] to an 

anriua l to ta l of 1 4  mi llion , and give i t  to 

peop le and organi:ations wo rking to imp ro ve 

li fe fo r o ther humans and species (such as Ken t 

Wommack ' 7 7's a ture Conservancy ) .  

So are s tuden ts at  leas t ge tting good aca

demics? lo t judging by the qua li ty o f  the 

economics in the ar tic le by S tephen Co llins 

' 74, "The E rs twhi le E lm Ci ty." Co llins ou t

lines, and I app laud, Pre idem Co tter 's in

vo lving Co lby in a down town re vi va l o f  

Wa te rvi lle, a n  effor t near to the hear ts o f  

those o f  us who ha te spraw l.  

But the artic le it  e lf lacks da ta, con tain

ing in tead a Ii t o f  companie which have 

lef t, companies which remain, and compa

nies which have arrived . How abom a mea

sure o f  how wel l the ef for ts have worked? Do 

the down town busines e have more re venue 

o r  less? Do they emp loy more o r  fewer work

ers? Is the ef for t accomp lishing any thing? 

Looks to me as though Co lby's ef for t to 

a ttrac t qua li ty s tuden ts by bui lding beau ti fu l 

dorm rooms is working, bu t the resor t-like 

a tmosphere has le f t  rhem fu::y in the head, 

ab le to wri te on ly gene ra lis t ar tic les . 

Cha lmers Harden bergh '6 7 
Yarmou th, Maine 

Missed Spellings 

The new CBB in terna tiona l cen te rs, 

opened wi th an award from the Andrew W . 

Me llon Founda tion, are te timony to the 

fac t rhat o lby 1s an ou t randing ins ti tu tion 

o f  h igher learn1 11g . Wha t wou ld the founda

t1on ;ay (not to ment1on Bare; and Bowdoin ),  

howe ver, 1 f  1t  were to read your ar ticle and 

no tice rhe 1 11co rrec t pell111g o f EQ A DO R, 

ra ther than the correc t E A DO RI 

.ipe tO\\ n, moreo ver, I'> common ly referred 

rn a' ape T m' n, at le<b t accorJ111g to my 

l.! r,1Ju.ire p rote"or and the J1c.nona ne 

p c ru,eJ Orhern l>e, \\ell Jone! 

Ch n tnphcr R. T l>mpk m ' 9 
[ >c <lt<l, Tex.1 
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