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1t I faculty file 

From Bosnia to Burma 
Human rights series engages students and faculty 

By Stephen Collins '74 

The su ccess of 

the u n ified 

c o l l o q u i a  

s h ows how the 

Oak F o u n d ation 

endowment, 

which also 

fu nds the 

Oak fel lows h i p  

a n d  several 

scholars h i ps 

for vict ims of 

h u man rights 

abuses, a lready 

i s  h e l p i n g  

t o  move 

h u m an rights 

to center stage 

at C o l b y. 

�ough the keynote talk in 

1 the Oak Fellowship Presen­

tations on H u man Rights had to 

be cancelled, the fall serie of 

lunchtime talks 1rn heralded as 

a great succe s.  Ten program 

were scheduled, all discussing 

human rights issues in various 

pans of the world. 

The idea to dedicate the 

College's annual ocial ciences 

and H umanit ies Colloquium 

erie this semester to discus­

ions of human rights was con­

ceil'ed by Ju l ie de herbinin, 

a i tant profe sor of Russian and 

colloquium organi:er, and Ken 

Rodman, chair of the Govern­

ment Department and director 

of the Oak Institute for the tudy 

of International Human Right . 

They rea oned that the tradi­

t ional colloquium eries would 

be a good forum for the fir t Oak 

Human Rights Fellow, journal­

ist Zafaryab Ahmed, to talk to 

faculty member about hi work 

1n P a k i s t a n .  U n fortunate ly  

Ahmed\ October 30 talk, "Hu­

man Rights in Pakistan," had to 

he cancelled because he is still 

unable to leal'e his country ( ee 

From the Hi l l ) .  But the rest of 

the ;,chedu le-sel'en talk by 

olb1 faculty and two by l'IS1t­

ing lecturer;, -not only ad-

1·ance I ,111 , irene of human 

right, ,  the r.1lb attracted bigger 

th.in nt>rmal uowd, and cx­

p.mdeJ rhe ,rnd1Lnce heyond fav 

ult1  memher to mcluJc >tuJent> 

. mJ u11nmun H 1  memher,. 

The oc i.il Suence .mJ Hu­

m.m H ll" l 'nllnqu1um enc 11  ,.,, 

I euun ,1! lut IL \<'.Ir .1un h· A -

1 . tll' l'r k <>rot 1 1 1  ton J .1111e' 

\\'d I to • 1 1  e 1 ruk or <>rpnr-

26 

tunit ies to  share their research 

interests with col leagues. de 

herbinin said that, while she 

ha worked for human rights with 

Amnesty I nternational for about 

20 years and has served as advi­

sor of Colby's Amnesty group 

since arrivingon campus in 1 993,  

init ially she doubted that there 

was enough research about hu­

man rights going on at Colby to 

u tain the idea through an en-

tire seme ter of weekly lunches. 

When she started asking col­

league , however, many were 

enthusiastic. Jeffery Anderson, 

an anthropologist, got the series 

off to a strong start in September 

talking about one of his primary 

areas of interest-American In­

dian human rights i sues. Ander­

son wi l l  again teach Human 

Rights and Indigenous Peoples 

as a Jan Plan course this year. 

Rodman, an expert on interna­

tional sanctions, discussed non­

governmental sanctions against 

South Africa, Burma and N ige­

ria in a talk titled "Think G lo­

bally, Punish Locally." 

H istorian R affae l  Scheck 

gave a historical perspective on 

human rights in Bosn ia-Herce­

govina. de herbinin said that 

although Bosn ia-Hercegovina is 

out ide of check's primary in­

tere:.t , he decided that there 

wa; imufficient knowledge of 

the circumstances and on hi 

own in it iat ive did a superb job 

re;car h 1 ng and e x p l a i n i ng 

the ;,ituar ton . 

Other programs on the sched­
ule included :.oc1olog1. t Mary 
Reth Md[,,  on migrant youth and 
lahornghb m Thailand, Jennifer 
'r\.Jer (gm ernment ) comparing 

transitional j ustice in post-com­

muni t Germany and post-apart­

heid outh Africa, Ariel Armony 

(government) on documenting 

human rights violations in Ar­

g e n t i n a  and e c o n o m i s t  J a n  

Hogendorn o n  the abolition of 

slavery in Africa. 

Rounding out the semester, 

Cindy Mahmood of the U niver­

sity of Maine talked about vio­

lence in the Punjab, and Steve 

Angle of Wesleyan University 

talked about rights in China. 

Julie de Sherbinin 

"It turned into a very strong 

series," de herbinin said. 

Perhaps more important, the 

success of the unified colloquia 

showed how the Oak Founda­

t ion endowment,  which a l  o 

funds the Oak fel lowship and 

several scholarship for victim 

of human rights abuses, a lready 

is helping to move human rights 

to center stage at Colby. 

The College also has a olby­

ak Foundation international 

scholarship program that ha a 

pec ial focus on students who 

have or whose familes have suf­

fered political oppression includ­

ing political torture. + 



Seven Decades of Devot ion 

Profe or Ralph . "Roney" 

Wi l l iams '35 d ied May 4,  l 998, in 

Boothbay Harbor, Ma ine,  after 

nearly even decades of devotion 

and service to olhy as student, 

teacher, admin istrator and trustee. 

He was 5 .  

Wi l l iams returned to the Col­

lege in 1 947 after earning a master' 

degree in bu ine s admin istra t ion 

at New York Univer i ty,  erv ing 

as a l ieutenant commander in the Ralph S. Will iams '35 
Navy during World War l l  and 

teaching for a year at Boothbay Harbor H igh chool . 

ln the fir t year he was an in tructor in bu ine admini tration, 

administrative as i tant to President J. eelye Bixler, director of Roberts 

Union and director of adult education and ummer program . In 1 959 he 

wa appointed admini trative vice pre ident of the allege, and in 1 960 he 

became ecretary of the corporation and Herbert Wadsworth Professor of 

Admini trative c ience. On his retirement in 1 973 ,  following a semester 

as acting pre ident of the ollege while Pre id nt Robert E.L. Strider wa 

on leave, he was awarded the degree of doctor of humane letter . 

Wi l l iams cont inued h is support of olby through alumni activi­

t ies, commi ttee appointment and financ ial contribution and a a 

member of the Board of Trustees, where he helped guide Colby' 

investments and build the College's fiscal strength. In 1 972 he 

received a olby Brick for hi loyalty and dedicat ion to the ol lege, 

and in 19 5 the former Kappa Delta Rho fraternity house wa 

renamed in hi honor. 

Born in ew York ity, where he attended publ ic chool , he 

became a trustee of eight Maine corporation and was e lected to 

variou· boards throughout his l i fet im , including the Maine tate 

r imina! J ustice Academy, YMCA and Good Wi l l -H inckley chool, 

where he had prepared to enter the ol lege. ixty years later he 

c·tabl i·hcd a scholar hip fund at olby for Good Wil l  tudent . 

H i· wife of 4 7 year·, Barbara Howard Wil l iams, d ied pre\'iou ly. He 

i ·urvived by hi· ·econd wife, Barbara owack Wil l iam , hi daughter , 

larinel and Jane, seven grandch i ldren, including u an arbone '9 

and Robert arbone '93 ,  and two great-grandchildren. + 

pundits & plaudits 
Dignity and lndignit 

Colby faculty were a l l  over the news 1n the wake of  the Clinton­

Lewinsky scandal. G. Calvin Mackenzie (government) was 

quoted 1n several media outlets on the 1mplications of special 

prosecutor Kenneth Starr's 1nvest1gat1on of the president 'No 

matter what happens as far as impeachment goes, [Clin on] will 

forever be remembered as this very trag1-com1c figure the 'sex­

scandal president, ., MacKenzie told The Boston Sunday Herald 

Jane Moss (women's studies and French), in an article 1n 

The Boston Globe that was reprinted nationally, said that first 

lady Hillary Clinton was enduring the hum1liat1on of the Lewinsky 

scandal with grace and d1gn1ty "'She has to be 1n great pain to 

have the entire universe know her husband was iooling around 

with a twenty-one-year-old in the White House. right under her 

nose. You have to admire Hillary's grace 1n these extraordinary 

times," Moss said 

Out of Touch with Reality 
In a feature story about the drinking culture on American 

college campuses, Will iam Klein (psychology) told the Bangor 

Daily News that binge drinking at Colby 1s  less widespread 

than believed. 

Klein , who conducted a survey of Colby students 1n 1 997 

and again early in 1 998, found that students overestimated he 

amount their peers drink. Students reported drinking about five 

times a month but guessed that their fellow students were 

drinking nine times a month. This discrepancy may help explain 

the peer pressure associated with drinking, Klein said. "There 

are an alarming number of students that drink too much, but not 

all do,"  he told the newspaper 

"There are a small number that drink to excess, but I don·t 

think there's a large number of students who go out w1 h the 

intention of drinking to excess." Klein said 

Attempting to counter the m1sconcept1ons about drinking 

Klein has embarked on a proiect that involves paying s uden s 

$1 1f they can accurately answer questions about alcohol 

consumption at Colby, he newspaper reported 

Watch for Future Developments 

Thi· spring term, the rt Department wi l l  offer olb ·' fir r 

·emester-long cour·e in fine arr phorngraphy . .  rt 1 9  ',  Phl1tograph\ 

I :  n Introduction to Ba · ic oncept>, T echn1que' and )\ latena], l11 

Photography i · the fir·t le\'el 111 whar art facult\ e"\pecr w e"pand 

into a ful l · rounded componenr L1f rhe ,rud1L1 .ur curnculum. 

n ad,·anced course will  be ll1trllducecl nc"\t fal l ,  .md ll\"er rnne 

stu lenr· wi l l  l able to rake a num1'er L)i cc1ur e' 111 phc1r 1graph' . 

sa ·s l ichael larlais, Arr Deparrmenr ch.11r . 

L 
"\ e'\'e been thinking abL1ur rh1, k1r year,; 1 r\  'c)merh111g LlUr 

') ­_ ( 

'rudenr' h;we wanted for qune a "  hi le," 1\1 .irl,u' ,11J "Ar 11ur emor 

e:-.n 111rerue\\ tudent> l1ften ,,n the\ " 1,h we h,1J phllt,>gr.1phv " 

Debc1rah Randal l ,  a flr,t-ye.u ,i-,1,r.mr pr,>te' L1r ut arr, " 1 1 !  reaLh 

rhe plWW!!raph, Cl1ur'e'. "An .irr Jeparrmenr L1iulJ exp.mJ e' er.ii 

w,1\ ' .md phlltc1graph\ 'eemeJ l ike ,1 n.Hur,11 IL>r u' beL.tu e the 

intere't .1l re.iJy i- there [.lmLll1!! ruJcnr,J ," he .11J. 

There 1, n,1 JeJ11..,ueJ 'P.11..e l1>r the pr .!r.im \et, , Lir la1 ay , u 

'ru,lent' remi:xiranh " di h.1rc r,lOm u,eJ h the Phot1><.!r,1phy lub 

111 R,11'crt' Cn1<ll1 an<l f\\c> <l,ukr m th.H '' 1Il 1'c reno' ,ued 111 Bixler . 

T E l • � 'I  C O L B Y  
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