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I student life 

' Back On the Rhodes Map' 
Will Polkinghorn '99 becomes Colby's sixth Rhodes scholar 

By Kevin Cool 

The fir t th111g  you might 

want to know about Wil l  

Polkinghorn i that he wa n't  

alway a great tudent. Unti l  he 

wa diagno ed with and treated 

for Attennon Deficit Di order 

at  age 16, he was, in h1 word , 

"no tudent at al l ."  

ix  y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  i a 

Rhodes scholar.  

Wil l  Polkinghorn ·gg 

Polki nghorn the '> lXth  

o lh .,tudent to  earn the mo>t 

rre,t1g1ou-, of ,cholar hip>, fol

low111g Harold oule ' 4, Abbott 

E. m1th '26, J ohn G .  Rideout 

'36, Will iam C. Carter ' 3  and 

Jenn1ier R,Irhcr '7 c. He " 1 II -.pend 

rwo year ,It OxforJ U111ver 1ty. 

1 1 1 RhoJL, election 1 rhe 

<; fO\\ n 1 ng ,1L h 1 e \  ement of ,1 

ne.1rlv 111creJ 1hle aLaJen11L rurn

,1r<1unJ tnr Polk111ghorn, a n.i

tlH ui .111r.1 :--. 1,m 1c,1, C,1 l if  I le 

\\ ,l gLl l 1 11g ' .mJ [)\ ,1, .1 

'ophomnrL' 1n high 'Lhnul. he 

.11 , " h<.:n !,xcnr J1,1gno,eJ him 

\\ 1th .-\. [ )[), .1 nL·urnl<l!!IL.il u 1n

J 1 1 10n m.1rk< l I \  .111 111.11 i l l C \  C<l  

ll<e Il l  r l ie ,mJ u u,i lh  Lr<.:,11<.: I 

\\ l fh J' 1 1  i l 1 r  < r mher [ Hho-

1 1 1nul.11 c 

the me I ,  

ll ,1f l<.:r '<lll\ ' Oil 

'' f'< lk111t?hom f<'-

long-dormant abil it ies ,  Polk

inghorn's grades improved. Af

ter a year of postgraduate study 

at The Taft chool to trengthen 

his academic skills, he came to 

Colby prepared to "hopefully do 

well enough to get into medical 

school," Polkinghorn said. 

He has had no grade lower 

than an A ince. 

James Mclnryre, a ociate pro

f es or of German and Russian, 

qu ipped that Polkinghorn

whose grade point average is 

4 . 1 9- "is the only student I know 

who e G . P.A. goes down when 

he gets an A." 

Polki nghorn says he had 

given "no thought whatsoever" 

to pursuing a Rhode cholar

hip until  Mcintyre proposed it. 

" or in my wildest dream did I 

imagine that I could be a Rhode 

scholar," he aid. "Until very re

cently being a good tudent was 

a novelty to me." 

Mcintyre, wh for I years 

ha led candidates through the 

ma:e of requirements, essays and 

interview> a ociated with na

nonallycompenrn·e cholar hip , 

wa thrilled with Polkinghorn' 

.,elecnon. "I  am phenomenally 

plea.,eJ chat we're back on the 

RhoJe, map," he aid. 

"Will ha> demomtrated that 

character and perseve ran c e ,  

combined with one's natural 

gifts, can produce a powerful re

sult," said President Bil l  Cotter. 

"We are extremely proud ofhim." 

Perhap nobody on campus 

was prouder of Polkinghorn than 

Associate Professor of Religious 

Studie Nikki-Guninder Singh. 

Singh was one of the first of 

many olby faculty who nur

tured his blos oming talent. " I  

recognized right away that Will  

wa a special person," Singh said. 

"]  found him to be extremely 

bright and open to new ideas, 

and he had a wonderful refresh

ing qual ity about him. He is so 

very personable in addition to 

being a brill iant student." 

"The papers that he wrote for 

me on different aspects of Ea t

ern thought and l iterature al

ways reflected boundless energy 

and ophist icated a n a l ysi s , "  

Singh said. " I  was amazed how 

Wil l  could intimately connect 

with temporally and spatially 

distant texts, and bring them to 

l ife for himself and for his c lass

mates. He had a wonderful way 

of raising provocative issues in 

c las , gently opening his peers 

toward> new insight ." ingh was 

o impressed with Polkinghorn 

thar ;,he l i terally pulled him from 

Twice As Good 
Though clearly chnl leJ '' 1 th Polk111ghorn's election as a 

RhnJe, -,cholar, Colh} faculty were al mo t equally excited about 
the College' ocher RhoJc f111al i>t, Jen111e Obenan '99 of aco, 
• 1 .1 1ne .  Ohcr:.m, .1long wnh Polk111ghorn, wa., cho en from 1 1  

, 1 . 1 1nc L.111J1J.1cc C<l rcprc,ent the '>Late 111 the regional Rhodes 
u>mpcm 1on . Only cwu '>L udcm' from each of the .,1x tate., in the 

rec1<111 .lrL d10,cn co .1J,·,m<c to the final round>, >aid Gro.,sman 

!'rote r ot Eton >lll lL  J.m Hogcnd<irn, a mcmher1>f the Rhode 

l'l e<.t 1 <  n u;mnucc<.:e. "Jcnrne ''a' ouhr.1ndmc 111 ht:r 1>\\ n right," 

Ho '<'mJ rn 1 1  I 

24 

her office to the Registrar's Of

fice during his first semester at 

Colby to declare religiou stud

ie as his major. 

Chemistry profes or Brad 

Mundy was s imilarly influential, 

kindl ing an intere t that did not 

exist before Polkinghorn arrived 

at Colby. Eventually,  having 

taken several course in chemis

try and religious studie , Polking

horn decided to major in both. 

The rather curious academic 

combination probably set him 

apart from some other candi

dates, Mclnryre said, and inspired 

a propo al  that clearly impressed 

Rhodes judges. 

Polkinghorn say that from 

his first day at olby, faculty 

have been sources of inspiration. 

"Barbara elson [associate pro

fessor of Spanish] was my very 

first teacher at olby and she 

was tough-she made me work 

very, very hard," he said. " In a 

way, she set the tone for every

thing that came later." 

"I really give the cred it for 

this to the people of Colby," he 

aid. "When I came here I wa at 

a point in my life when I needed 

the intimacy that Colby provides 

and the confidence that the 

people here have given me." 

And he might not even have 

come to olby had it not been for 

a meeting with Parker Beverage, 

dean of admissions and financial 

aid. l t wa Beverage, Polkinghorn 

ay>, who "won me over" at a 

college fair in a l ifornia . 

Polkinghorn, who aspires to 

be an M.D./Ph.D.,  will study the 

"PPP" cour e at Oxford, an inter

di;ciplinary program in phy iol

ogy, p ychology and phi losophy 

that deals with the complexities 

of the human mind. + 



Beam Us In Scotty 

I t's technology that Captain 

Kirk m ight take for granted. On a 

cold December n ight on May

flower H i l l ,  a t ud e n t  ap

proaches the locked exterior 

door to her residence hall,  

her arms ful l  of books and 

notebooks. She turns to pass 

her backpack past a metal box 

by the do r, the lock cl icks 

open, and the student enters the 

warm lobby without even taking 

off her mittens. 

That's j ust one of the n ifty 

appl ications of the new Col 

b y  ard that replaced old cred it 

card style I Ds for  students, faculty 

and staff thi year. The new cards 

feature an ar enal of informa

t ion technology and capabi l i t ie 

that previous generations of stu

dent m ight have expected to 

ee on Star Trek. 

The card employs a new "prox

imity technology": the sensor by 

the door sends out radio waves 

that activate a transm itter in the 

card's metal core. When acti 

vated, the card returns a discrete 

code that trips the lock mecha

nism.  S ince the signals work 

through fabric or leather, students 

don't have to take their ! Os out of 

their  wallets or backpacks. 

Beanie babies, 1 957. 

In addit ion, the cards have a 

one-ki lobyte ( 1  K) microproces

sor laminated onto the front , two 

magnetic strips on the back and 

a bar code on each side. 

Init ial ly the cards were used a 

building keys, meal cards, l ibrary 

cards and telephone charge-cards 

and to replace the magnet ic  

VendaCards® that operate pho

tocopy machi nes on campu . 

Then when this year's Wellnes 

Program got under way, Col

byCard project manager and A -

sistant Director of ecurity Joe 

Poole set up a portable sensor to 

record who attended. Instead of 

keeping a paper l ist and entering 

wellness credits into the com

puter by hand, the Registrar's Of-

an e lectr nic record the next 

morning. (After the fir t we l ines 

lecture students were requ ired to 

scan in and scan out, since the 

requirement is to attend wellness 

lecture , not ju  t to how up, wave 

your card and leave. ) 

With the mult iple storage me

dia on the cards, the ol lege is 

considering further roles for the 

ColbyCard , including a debit

card system that will run washers 

and dryers on campus, ending the 

need to find a couple of dollars 

worth of quarters. "We were 

thinking A TM; the students were 

thinking laundry machines," said 

Ruben Rivera, Colby's controller 

and the init ial  project manager 

for the new one-card system. "We 

said A TM and they said, ' ope-

already got one that 

come right off mom and 

dad' account."' 

olby pent 650,000 to get 

the ystem in tai led in all re 1-

dence hall . To expand the y tern 

to academic and admini trat1on 

building wil l  put the projectover 

I mil l ion. Rivera ays olby got 

a relative bargain by t 1mmg their 

conver ion, ince better and le. 

expen ive technology became 

available in recent year·. olby 1 

the fir t col lege to c mbme the 

proximiry technology with the 

data- torage capabil it 1es, he aid. 

Be ides convenience, the new 

card afford bNter ecurity, i nce 

re idence hall are now locked 

24 hour a day. The ystem w i l l  

monitor fire alarrn , prinkler y -

t e rn s  and b u i l d i n g  e c u r 1 t y  

alarm , o re pon e t ime t o  any 

type of emergency h uld im

prove, Rivera ay . t 

You're Kidding, Right? 

A weekly opin1on poll conducteJ by the 

tudent Government A> ociat1on offereJ an 

unu ual que t 1on on ns "ballot" during the fir t 

week of chool. hould fir t-year tuJent he 

required to wear bean1e ? 

The trad1 t 1on requmng ire hmen to wear 

,d[y l m le hat -o ten 1hl) o upperclas men 

coulJ "recogn1:e" them-wa abandoned m 

the early 1 96 , anJ there 1 no organ1:eJ 

effort [l) re,urrect 1 t .  

� lore than a thirJ of  tudent who rnted (36 

percent )  ,aiJ, '\e ," fre hmen >hould wear bean

ie>. F1ft) -e1 ht percent voted "no." 

T E R 1 9 9 9  CO L B Y  
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