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tt I facu lty fi le 

See Dick (Not) Run 
Maisel 's controversial study of candidate emergence cont inues 

By Stephen B. ColLins ' 74 

I t's the autumn of an odd-num­

bered year, do e to the :ero 

hour for tho e Congressional can­

didare who must decide whether 

to throw their hats in the ring if 

they are to make filing deadlines 

for the 2000 national election. 

Ask L. Sandy Maisel ,  the 

William R.  Kenan Jr. Professor 

of Government, about who is 

running-and who i not-and 

you'll get the informed insights 

Sandy Matsel 

of an expert who has studied 

ongre>> for th ree decades. Who 

" nor runnmg I> now Mat el '  

pnmar) re>earch mtere t,  and 

tt\ al o rc,earch that generated 

more contnll'er,y than the a­

t i o n a !  c t e n c e  Fou n d a t t o n  

( ' 'F )  would have pred tcted 

'' hen It otlereJ fund mg. 

. l.u,cl .md Walter tone, a 

pwfe,,nr nf polmc.ll 'uence at 

dk• n l \  er,lty of oloraJn, re­

u�l\ cJ 1 7 5 .  fmm rhe F 

f11r rhetr (. mJtJ ne Emergence 

r uJ1 , 11 htch ,r,meJ 111 1 997. 

ThL g,>.J I 11 .1 w unJer r.1nJ rhe 

J�u,t<>n·m,Jl..: mg prt><.o.:' nf pt>­

to.:nn.ll L<tnJtJ.ne rho'e 11 hn 

run anJ e'r�ualh rhn'o.: 11 ho 

Jo.:uJL• nor ttl. Ftr r , l.Jt,cl .mJ 

Stone obtained the names of 

Democrats and Republicans con­

sidered strong potential candi­

da res for Congress in 200 selected 

U.S.  House districts, whether or 

not those possible candidates had 

shown any interest in running. 

ext they surveyed these ideal 

candidates about their political 

ambitions, l ikel ihood of running 

for office, perceptions of their 

districts and incumbents, view 

of their chances of winning and 

what opportunities, costs and 

benefits were associated with 

eeking a seat in the House. 

The inquiry made some mem­

ber of Congress nervous. The 

initial mailing prompted calls 

from about 20 congressional 

staffs, most of whom were moll i ­

fied once Maisel and Stone ex­

plained the scientific nature of 

the study, that it addressed 200 

districts and that it involved both 

Democrats and Republicans. 

One was unconvinced, however, 

and this Congressman went on 

the attack. Rep. Bill Clay ( D­

Mo. ) i ued a pre release in 

J une of 1997 ex pre ing "our­

rage" that tax dollars were being 

"wasted" when "there i never 

any shortage of good and quali­

fied people who feel they could 

erve m Congres:.." 

When the pre ptcked up the 

tory, "our phone rang nonstop," 

atd Mat el. Clay and three other 

Houo,e member> pre ;ed for mves­

nganon of the :,rudy by the F's 

tmpcctorgeneral and the General 

Account ing Office (GAO). 

Though the F mve;nga-

non c leared rhe >tudy <l> hemg 

"full) comt'>tt.mt" wnh the rc­

'ear h pmptbal the founJ<Jnon 

luJ agrccJ to funJ, Clay and ht 

u>lle.Jgue' ,tr rJ keJ rhc rudy nn 

2 

the House floor and implied that 

the N SF regretted funding it. 

The controversy did not fade 

after this symbolic attack, and 

things got hairy when the GAO's 

investigation ordered Maisel and 

Stone to breach the confiden­

tiality of their informants ( con­

fi d e n t i a l i t y  i s  r e q u i re d  by 

guidelines of the NSF and guar­

anteed in the human subjects 

law governing scient ific re­

search) .  Colby and University of 

Colorado attorneys entered ne­

gotiations with the GAO and 

the NSF's unsympathetic gen­

eral counsel and, at one impasse, 

"were prepared to fight a con­

gressional subpoena,"  M aisel 

said. At that point Rep. Barney 

Frank ( D-Mass . )  and others per­

suaded Rep. Clay to ask the 

GAO to wrap up its investiga­

tion. The subsequent GAO re­

port blandly concluded that the 

grant proposals "were submit­

ted, reviewed, and processed ac­

cord i ng to the N SF's grant 

policies and procedures." 

The political science lesson for 

Maisel was one of political power. 

"Just because you know you're 

right, and everyone knows that 

you're right, doesn't mean you're 

going to come out ahead," he said. 

The sideshow overshadowed 

research that reached interest­

ing conclusions and warranted 

a fo l l o w - u p  s t u d y  on h o w  

pot e n t i a l  cand idates'  v iews 

change. "The F said 'of course 

you can apply,"' Maisel said of 

the sequel study,  " b u t  they 

begged u not to." In eptember 

he and tone received 1 38, 580 

from the mith Richardson 

Foundanon for a two-year study 

mlcd "Who Rum for Congress 

and Who Doe n't Run: The 

Candidate Emergence Study. "  

The initial study found that 

"the better they [potential can­

didates] were, the less l ikely they 

would run," Maisel said. Often it 

was a practical decision based on 

their sense that they couldn't 

win against incumbents. But a 

greater concern was the percep­

tion that Congress is no longer a 

place where people can solve the 

nation's problems, a phenom­

enon Maisel attributes to the 

success of the Reagan revolu­

tion, which shifted power to state 

and local policymakers. That and 

the perception that politics and 

Congress are too negative and 

are held in low regard have had a 

notable effect on people's will­

ingness to serve. 

The negativity-the partisan 

bitterness-worries Maisel most. 

"I have always enjoyed having 

conservative students in the c lass­

room. ! love having someone like 

Joe Reisert [assistant professor of 

government], who is very conser­

vative, in the department." Con­

gress, however, has changed greatly 

in the last 1 5  or 20 years and has 

lost the code of comity that per­

mits friendships across the aisle, 

Maisel says. 

"How do you maintain a civil  

debate when the other side takes 

an absolute position?" he asked. 

I t's a di lemma that he attacks as 

a teacher by making students rake 

the side of a debate that runs 

contrary to their own bel iefs. 

TI1e study's findings underline 

the need to maintain civil dis­

cour e in politics as one founda­

tion of a functional democratic 

system. Otherwise, "you don't have 

people dedicating their lives to 

making the system better," Maisel 

said. 'That's scary as hell to me." 



Exceptional Faculty Recruits 

Th is fa I I ,  Colby welcomed new 

members to the faculty, includ ing 

six assistant professors who are in 

tenure-track positions and Robert 

Castaldo, chair of the Geology 

Department and the first Whipple-

addington Professor of Geology. 

astaldo, who was the Alum­

ni  Professor of Geology at Au­

burn Un iversity i n  Al abama, 

holds a doctorate in geology from 

Southern I l l i nois Univ rsi ty. A 

Gettysburg College graduate, he 

d c ided to move to Maine, and 

from a large university to a small 

col lege, for the satisfact ion of 

teac h i ng in a l iberal arts er­

r i ng. " 1  always had undergrads 

in my lab," he said.  "1 always 

found i t  a reward i ng thing. I t 's 

at that point that students de­

c ide seriously what they want to 

do." Colby's emphasis on re-

W h e n  Professor S u e l l e n  

search a s  the best way to teach 

science was another attract ion. 

The abi l i ty to recruit  a sea­

soned and respected senior pro­

fessor l ike Castaldo to lead the 

geology program is a te tament 

to the value of endowed chairs ,  

President Bi l l  otter aid.  The 

Wh i p p l e -Codd i ngton c h a i r ,  

given b y  Trustee Emeritus Jane 

Whipple addington '55, is one 

of 3 1  named professorships at 

Colby, 27 of which have been 

endowed in the past 1 0  years. 

Six tenure-track positions also 

were filled, including a joint ap­

pointment in African-American 

studies and anthropology filled 

by Maritza Straughn-Will iams, 

who completed her doc toral 

studies in  anthropology at the 

City University ofNew York. he 

spec ial izes in  the Caribbean as 

( French )  started to pul l  together informa­

t ion and support for a new interdisc ipl inary 

program on French- peaking women in Af­

rica and the Caribbean, she was amazed at 

how a campus in rural Maine is so thor­

ough ly engaged in i nternational affairs and 

activit ies. " I t  was real ly  fanta r ic ,"  she said. 

well as in medical anthropology. 

Three new Clare Boothe Luce 

Assistant Profe sor� of Biology 

are Cathenne Bevier, Judy tone 

and Andrea Ti lden. Bevier, who 

received her Ph.D. m ecology 

from the Univer I ty of onnecti­

cut, brings expert! e m an l lnal 

behavior and behavior ecology. 

Stone hold a doctorate in ecol­

ogy and evolut ion from the rare 

Un iver i ry of ew York ar tony 

Brook and special izes in pol l  ma­

r ion biology, ecology and the 

evolut ion of flowering plants. 

Ti lden earned a doctorate in 

physiology from the University 

fOk lahoma with pec ial izarion 

in neurobiology and compara­

tive animal physiology. 

Dasan Thamarroor, as  i s ­

rant  profe sor  of  chemi try ,  ha 

a doc torate in chemistry from 

Robert Gastaldo 

P n n c e r o n .  H I  spec i a l t y  � �  

phy 1cal  organic chem istry .  

Peter Dnmanson holds a JOint 

appointment m East Asian �tud­

Ies and hi  tory. He earned hi'> 

Ph.D. in hbtory and Ea t A�1an 

language from Harvard Un iver-

iry and peCiai i:es m mtelle -

tual and cultural history. 

This new program reache a bn further 

and combines the resource of the French 

Department with the International tudie> 

program and other d iscipl mes m the hu­

manit ies and oC ial C ience . D1aconoff 1 
particularly pleased that It ll'd l  foc u on 

geographical regions and culture that arc 

often not only underrepre enred m the 

formal curnculum but are h i>toncally un­

dervalued by Western C I V I i i:ation. 

The program will  mve rigare i �ue of 

civi l  oCiety through rhe tatu of women in 

• the fom1er Fren h olnnie' or rernwne, nf 

As a result of her init iative, this involve­

ment becomes even deeper this semester. 

Diaconoff was the leader of a coal it ion of 

faculty members who won a U.S.  Department 

of Education grant to support a two-year --�------------� 
project t it led "Focus on Francophone Women Suellen Diaconoff 

in Africa and the aribbean." The program 

wil l  help add new courses in several department', wi l l  offer ptr ible 

Jan Plan trip' to Guadalupe and orrh Africa and next year wdl 

bring a foreign scholar to Mayflower H i l l  for part of a seme rer. 

Dean of Facu lty Ed Yeterian see' the program a an exten�Ion 

of the progressive revision' that the French Department ha made 

w irs urriculum in recent years. � hen the number� of French 

I i rerature majors starred dropping, the department became the fir�r 

at olby ro expand trad it ional language in�rructiOn w mclude 

c u ltural stud ies as wel l .  In 1 994-95 i t  began offenng French >tudie' 

and d iscm·ered it  was a popular opt ion. h !any student' now double 

major in French studies and internat ional studie'. 

_9 

Afnca and rhe anbhean. on£11 rmgda1m' 

of rraJmon anJ mr�<..lernity and '>(X.It>e..:o­
nomic, political anJ cultural rran>ft>rmatitm in rhthC '>(X.ICtie wdl he 

tud1ed. The emergence of ne11 mle ft>r Afnc,m anJ ;mhhcan 

women-mrel lectual politiC ian,, eJucatt>r'>, he.1lrh- .lrt: g11·cr . him 

maker'>, IITiter'>, anJ artl'>t,__wdl he exammed . .  1 will the ch.1llen'!e 

that they face m the C<>mmg century. 

The pwgram <>ffer'> excnmg <>pportumtie, t�>r ,tudenb 11 hether 

thev enwll m the cour'e' t)[ nor. :\n Afn..:.m .mJ reule him ie m·al 

w,b ,cheduleJ lt>r the hegmnmg of ruher, all-campu' lecture are 

m the t>ttmg, anJ ,eJt-m,tru t 1on.1l unn on Afncan anJ anhhcan 
language -pcrhap :\rab1c, \\'olut. Bamb.1r and/ r Creole-wi l l  

be adJeJ tc> olh ' 'rare-ot-rhe-arr Lmguage Re, ur e Center. 

F -\ L L  1 9 9 9  C O L B Y  
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