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@ I student l ife 

Lab Collaboration 
Sum mer research opportu n ities make learning stick 

By Alicia emiccolo MacLeay '97 

( (I tried the typical college tu-

dent job after freshm a n  

year-scooping ice c r e a m  a t  

Ba kin-Robbin -and i t  got old 

pre t ty quickly," said Carolyn 

Morda ' 0, a double major in 

chem1 try and math. Two years 

later Morda wa en conced in a 

chemistry lab for the summer, 

doing re earch with A ociate 

Profe or Tom hattuck, trying 

to find binding constants for 

gue t -ho t complexe . 

More than 40 tudent re­

mamed at Colby thi  summer to 

a 1 t profe ors in re earch for 

publications, experiments and 

other project . Every academic 

d i  cipline wa repre ented, from 

p ychology to phy ic and mu ic 

to anthropology. A lthough stu­

dent remain on campus for vari­

ou rea ons, learning underlie 

them all. Concepts taught dur­

mg the academiC year are pur­

ued m greater depth, and new 

1dea are mve ugated. Opportu­

n i t ies to acqune new k d l  and 

omen me even get author cred­

It '' h de working clo ely wnh a 

profe, or are appealmg. 

Morda , who pent Ia t urn­

mer domg re earch at the nl­

ver 1 t �  of Vermont and th 1s  

,ummerat olhy, sa1d, "although 

rhe1r fac d1tle' were greater m 

numN!r, . . .  the qualny of the1r 

m trument w as actually nor a> 

l!ooJ a ours. That 1s prerry 1m­

pre ,,.e for olhy " 

. 1orJa .ud ,he remameJ m 

\X',ncrnlle th" ummer N!c.au'e 

"n' much e.bler m �et re,earch 

Jone w hen there ,ue no Ia 'e to 

'" IT)  ,Jh(.)ut; j.mu.ll"\ and the um­

mu .He pnme nmc ," 'he a1J. 

\\'e Baff '99 r.weJ <ln . by­

tl, w er H dl .!Iter gradu.Hlng m 

Je,lgn a re ean.:h \\' eh 'lte for 

L 1\ ' 

Professor Jim Flemming and Wes Baff '99 worked together this summer to build 
a Web site for the American Meteorological Society. 

the American Meteorological 

ociety, working with Professor 

J i m  Fleming ( sc ience, technol­

ogy and ociety } .  Baff examined 

the hi tory of the global warm­

ing-cl imate change controver y 

and designed a 30-page Web ite. 

"The project eemed l ike a great 

opportunity to learn more about 

omerhmg I had an interest in," 

a1d Baff. " I 've read o much I 

feel  like an expert. Before, I only 

had a superfic 1al under tanding." 

Although Ba f met regularly 

w1rh Flemmg, he re earched and 

de 1gned the 1te h1m elf. " I t 's 

been n1ce to work on a project 

that\ m� 0\\ n, anJ at the end of 

the -,ummer I can 'it hack and 

'a� . 'I d 1d rh1 ' and he proud ." 

Baff c. Ia 1m' he w a n't om­

fnrrable w1rh om purer' and had 

n<l pro�rammmg or ch des1�n 

26 

experience. Now he sees the com­

puter screen as an empty canvas. 

"I  can do whatever l want." 

Fleming said summer research 

like Baffs can "give the student 

orne national credentials." Hav­

ing their findings publ ished or 

making presentations is common 

for re earch assistants and bol­

ster their career prospects. 

Economics major Kirk A llen 
'00 spent h is summer research­
mg two topics with two econom­
ICS profe sors-with J i m  Meehan 
he stud1ed "The Organization of 
Profe 10nal Ba eball :  The Re­
lat ion hip Between the Major 
League and rhe Mi nor Leagues," 
and wnh Hank Gemery he in­
ve ngated . .  I nternal m igra­
non m rhe 1 9 30 . "I knew going 
mro sen1or year I hould do 
omerhmg that was a spring-

board to a career," A l le n  said. 

I n  addition to the academic  

experience, he spent one day  a 

week with Ken Viens '73 ,  learn­

ing about the brokerage business 

at  A.G.  Edward & Sons down­

town. He also worked at  Dick 

Whitmore's ( athletics) ba ket­

ball camp. Two more reasons 

A llen stayed at  Colby were the 

proxi mity of the H ume Center 

and the Outi ng Club cabin. 

Most student research takes 

place in  a lab, at a computer or in 

the library. Betsy Loyd '0 1 ,  an 

A merican studies major, got to 

watch movies on the job. Part of 

h e r  research was for D a v i d  

Lubin's ( art a n d  A merican stud­

ies) book on the making of the 

1 93 3  film King Kong. Their goal, 

said Loyd, was "to use the film as 

a springboard for d iscussing what 

l ife was l ike for people in  the 

early 1 930s and what would pro­

voke them to make such a film."  

She also watched the 1 997 

h i t  Titanic with the remote con­

trol in  hand, to get the quota­

t ions right for another Lubin 

book project. She even edited 

some of the writing. "That part 

was really fun for me," said Loyd. 

"[ enjoy edit ing ,  and it  was great 

to learn how it  works in the real 

book publishing world." 

Every researcher acquires skills 

they wouldn't get from a class­

room lecrure. Allen say he gained 

a better understanding of the re­

search process by compi ling and 

presenting data-valuable tool 

in most careers and for the ana­

lytical re earch paper required of 

enior economics majors. Mordas 

explained the value of her work 

this way: "Once ! learn a concept 

and use it in my re earch, it sticks 

with me for good." + 



U nique Alfond Apartments Open 

When 2 1 2  eniors lived off of whom are returning from the 

campus during the 1 996-97 aca- freedom of a junior-year abroad. 

demic year, Colby commissioned "We didn't want all of the 

apartments to be the same ," 

Hammond aid of the four-, five­

and i x - per on units .  Every 

a task force on residential life to 

study campus housing and the 

effects this exodus wa having on 

the allege. TI1e group c ncluded 

that the void left by off-campus 

senior deprived Colby of student 

leaders and hurt the residential 

life program. That was clearly a 

problem; the Harold and Bibby 

Alfond Residence omp lex,  

which opened this fall to house 

1 07 seniors, is the solution. 

� 
apartment inc lude  pr ivate � 

The senior apartments, lo­

cated on the wooded hil lside be­

hind The Heights, are "a hybrid 

between living in a regular dorm 

and living off campus," said Ron 

Hammond, as ociate dean of stu­

dents for residential life. The pur­

pose of the complex is to provide 

greater privacy, independence 

bathrooms and k i tchenette 

with all  the appliances. While 

many seniors are intere ted in 

preparing their own meals, all  

maintain a minimum meal plan 

of 1 00 meals a semester. "They 

don't need to be ent irely self-

ufficient," said Hammond. 

Tom Donahue '00 is one stu-

dent who chose the complex, in 

part because he wanted to have 

a choice between eating at a 

dining hall or cooking for him-

elf. The location of the com-

plex was another ad van rage. " It's 

close enough to the regular cam­

pus to make everything ea ily 

Most of the class of 2003 was born in 

1 981 . They were the first generation raised 

in disposable diapers and never in their 

lifetime was Yugoslavia a country. Colby's 

1 82nd freshman class is 490 strong, 

emphasis on strong, and its members hail from 

4 1  states and represent 25 countries. 

1 98 1  

The a utomotive trend i s  toward 

compact cars 

Kim Carnes' Bette Davis Eyes wins 

the Gram my for record of the year 

Tom Hanks receives h is  fourth 

Oscar nomi nation for Saving 
Private Ryan 

Shakespeare in Love w1ns 

the Oscar  for  Best Picture 

") ­_ ,  

Jason St. Cla1r, left, and Matthew Boutet move 1nto a s1x-student sen1or 
apartment in the Harold and B1bby Alfond Res1dence Complex th1s fall. 

removed for u to feel indepen­

dent ," said Donahue. 

To allow maximum auton­

omy, governance of the complex 

is in the hands of the re ident . 

No hall staff or faculty are in 

residence. Instead, repre enta­

tive from each of the 22 apart­

ments meet weekly, advised by 

Hammond. olby earched for 

another school with imilar elf-

than ! 00 re>Idcnt and found 

nothmg even clo e.  "The no­

tion that 1t' elf-governmg I'> 

unique," Hammond a1d.  

"The only problem 1 that the 

AR i> probably gomg to pml all 

of us rorren,"sa1d Donahue. "Very 

few of u are gomg to l1ve m 

apartment as modern and �pa­

cious a these for qu1te a whde." 

A dedica[ lon ceremony wa. 

held eptember 30. 

C h a rles Strom '03,  of Newton, Mass., spent his s u m mer wisely­

fin ish ing  up h is  basic Emergency Med ica l  Technic ian tra i n ing and ,  i n  

August, tak ing the cert i fication exa m.  On the way back from h 1 s  

COOT, which took h i m  i nto t h e  mounta i n s  on t h e  New H a m pshire border, 

his bus came upon a 1 2-year-old i n l i ne skater lying in the road w1th a 

head in jury ,  bleeding and  a possible broken a rm after be1ng h1t by a 

p ickup truck. When the cry " I s  a nyone an EMT?'' sounded, Strom was 

the only one close, and  he was sti l l  awa1t ing h 1s  oHic 1 a l  cert1f1cat10n 

from Massachusetts. He sta b i l ized the v1ct 1m 's  neck and spine u nt i l  

a n  a m bula nce arrived, helped get h im i n  a cerv1cal  brace and onto a 

backboard and accompan ied h 1 m  1 nto the exa m 1 n at10n room at 

Rumford's hospita l .  

When the September Seventeen magaZine publ ished "Th i s  Town Rocks 

10 Best C1t 1es for Teens ."  Nate Argue l les  '03 was a spo esman for h 1 s  

hometown, B i l l ings, Mont., and  p lugged both cu ltural  and  outdoor 

opport u n 1t1es, from swmg danc ing to mounta i n  b 1k 1ng "Colby rocks 

too." he sa 1d  from h 1s  room 1n  Goddard-Hodg 1ns  two weeks after 

land1ng in  Watervi l le  "People are really fnendly and here·s a lo o do. 

You're surrounded by really smart people, and you can tal w1th them 

a bout a l most a nyth m g  .. 

F � L L  1 999 C O L B Y  
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