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� I gifts & grants 

Lengthen ing the Legacy 
Farnham fami ly matriarch puts it i n  writ ing 

By Kevin Cool 

W h e n  M argaret  " Peg" 

Farnham '28 first came 

to Colby 7 5 Septembers ago from 

t iny Monson, Maine, he was 1 6  

years old, nervous and broke. Her 

tui t ion bill was paid by a family 

friend, Or. 

Class of 1 

hai ler  Mathews, 

4 ,  who apparently 

knew a good investment when 

he saw one. 

Three of Farnham' five chil

dren attended Colby. Three of 

their children attended Colby. 

Chance are good Farnham's 

great-grandchildren will  attend 

Colby, too. But if persuading 

three generations offamily mem

ber to lengthen the family legacy 

at h e r  a l m a  mater  weren ' t  

enough, Farnham this ummer 

donated 1 00,000 toward the 

Writers' Center, which Colby 

renamed in her honor. 

That the Farnham name has 

been immortal i:ed on campu 

eems particularly pleasing to 

t h e  9 1 - y e a r - o l d  m a t r i a rc h  

whose l ife has included both 

wt thering heartache and over

whe l m mg JOY· 

he married Alden prague 

'29 m 1 9 30. even months later, 

pregnant wt th her first ch dd, 

Farnham watched her husband 

grow gravely Ill and d te from 

'eptl pot onmg. Alden Jr .  ' 5 3  

\\ a> delt\ ered tx  month later. 

"It wa rragtc, bur we were able 

w ger through tt ," Farnham atd.  

he taught Lann at orrh 

Amnn AcaJem1 , rhe ftr r of 'ev

eral read1111g Jllb In lame h tgh 

,ch<l<ll . :he !.ncr t.lllghr for 

et�o:hr 1 e.1r ,u Hu"<m :nllege m 

ltmg<>r In 1 9 3  ,he m.1rneJ 

RuJend: F.�rnh,tm ' 3 1 ,  ,1 nlh1 

II '  F A l l 9 ' 

Margaret "Peg" Farnham accepts the congratulations of President Bi l l  Cotter at 
the Writers' Center dedication. 

acquaintance of her firsr hus

band. They had four children, 

Patricia ( Russe l l )  '62 ,  Ewen, 

J ane ( Rabeni )  '66 and Barbara 

( Briggs ) .  Rod Farnham, who 

d ied in 1 995 ,  was proud of h is 

Colby assoc iation, and her con

tribution to the Writers' Center 

was as much about him, Peg 

ays, as about her. 

Farnham and her family re

main closely tied to the land of 

their ancestors in the rol l ing hi l l  

country around Monson. r i l l  

an avid canoei t, Farnham plies 

the waters of the lake near the 

camp where the family has sum

mered for more rhan 50 years, 

anJ m wmrer he dons eros 

country h,. Only recently she 

ga,·e up hunrmg. he abo ts an 

accompli hed pamrer anJ often 

u'es rhe nanvc !are of !omon 

a' a meJtum for her work. Her 

(,worm� pa mn ng 1 of a log tahm, 

de,rmyeJ by ftre, rhar at m a 

24 

nearby meadow overlooking the 

expansive forest. She was born 

there in 1 907 .  

Farnham joked that a casual 

observer might look around her 

Monson camp, a 50-year-old 

rustic bu i lding whose age i s  be

ginn ing to show, and wonder 

whether she was w ise to make a 

l arge gift to Colby. "They might 

think,  'Why don't you put some 

money into this place,"' she 

said, laugh ing. 

Colby, she says, provided her 

first look at the wider world. " o 

many wonderful memories ," she 
aid recently as she sat rock ing 

on the porch at the camp. " l  
remember how thri l l ing i t  was 
to part icipate in  the march to 

City Hall for commencement. I 
enJoyed graduation weekend so 
much that I went back for the 
next couple of years and waited 
rahles to earn money. Because, 
you know, tt cost five dollar to 

go to the [graduation] d inner." 

Farnham's love for Colby runs 

deep. "Colby gave as much plea

sure to Mom and Dad as any

thing. My sister Barbara always 

said rhat next to Colby, came 

us," said daughter Pat Russel l .  

"We're happy she was able to 

make this gift to the College 

because it made her happy." 

" ] was so thri lled," on the day 

the Farnham Center was dedi

cared, Farnham said .  "What 

meant so much to me was that 

my family was a l l  there with me. 

I wondered whether anybody 

would show up, but they were a l l  

there, a l l  b u t  one." 

The gift provides a "sense of 

permanence" for a program that 

for years fought the stigma of 

being a remedial  center, says 

Writers' Center director Jean 

Sanborn. "The gift is an affirma

t ion of the work we're doing," 

she said. "This is not a 'fix- it '  

shop. There is serious writing 

going on here." 

The Farnham Writers' Cen

ter is one of the most popular 

sites on campus, annually attract

ing hundreds of students ranging 

from first-years hoping to solidify 

their ski l ls to seniors who are 

completing application essays for 

prestigious fellowships. The 1 6  

student tutors a t  the center of

ten go on to careers in which 

good writing is crucial .  One of 

those tutors, former assistant di

rector Margaret Russel l  '94, is 

Farnham's granddaughter. 

" I 'm so happy that the family 

name is there [on a Colby build

ing] ," Farnham sa id .  " I t 's  the 

whole family, not j ust me." + 
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