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A I from the hill 

A Blow to Freedom 
Inaugural Oak Fellow detained by Pakistani government 

8)' S tephen Collins '74 

Fall cla es began eptember 

9 at Colby, but without 

Zafaryab Ahmed, a Pakistani 

journalist who is supposed to be 

the inaugural recipient of the 

College's Oak Human R ights 

Fellow h ip.  As of eptember 

24, Ahmed remained in Paki

stan, barred by h is government 

from travel ing .  Charged with 

sedition after writing about the 

exploitation of children in Pa

kistan i  factorie , he was await

ing a court ruling on whether 

he would be allowed to travel 

to the U . .  to fulfill the one

seme ter fellow hip.  

First Oak Scholars Arrive 

The first three recipients of the Oak Foundation Scholarships 

for International Students arrived on campus this fall. The 

students, Pedzisayi Makumbe of Zimbabwe, Louise Langhoff of 

Denmark and Denista Hr istova of Bulgaria, were selected based 

on their eligibility for financial assistance, their country of origin 

and/or because they have been the victim of political oppression. 

The scholarship is believed to be the only one of its kind that 

specifically earmarks funds for victim of political persecution. 

The Oak Foundation established the scholarships in 1 997  

in addition to  its gift to  create the Oak  I nstitute for the Study of 

I nternational H uman R ights. 

The Comm ittee to Protect 

Jou rnali t ( CPJ ) ,  a nonparti

san organization of journalists 

dedicated to the defen e of 

their colleagues around the 

\\"orld,  renewed its c ampaign 

to ecure for A h med what it 

called "the fundamental right 

to travel freely . "  

Is That You, Dana? 

A letter sent by CPJ Execu

tive Director Ann K .  Cooper to 

P a k istan's  P r i m e  M in iste r ,  

Muhammad awaz  Sharif in 

Islamabad, said ,  "the CPJ is 

deeply troubled by the prolonged 

persecution of Ahmed on the 

basis that h is reporting was a 

threat to national security. We 

are further di turbed by the fail

ure of the j ustice system to re

spond to Ahmed's petitions." 

Foroet everything you ever knew about Dana H all . The often 

mal igned re idence hall be t known for the v igor w ith which upper

cia men purned it, has been transformed. 

A radtcal facehft, mcludmg an expanded and improved d ining 

hall and a reconfigured room layout, make Dana among the most 

destrable re tdence on campu , tudent ay. el ia Dwyer '00 told 

the Echo that >he wa "gomg around to every construction worker I 
'aw when I got here, aymg, 'Thank you, thank you1"' 

Ea h floor of the hvmg area recel\·ed co meuc a well  a tructural 

tmrro,·ement,. Fre h carpeting, pamt and flooring and >parklm g  

bathroom> make the mtenor hke new. utte llf >paCiou doubles and 

mple were c reated m the ' '  mg, off each halh1ay, prOI' tdmg more 

rn,·ac\ and a le" m'tttutlonal feel. Rllllm along the mam corndor 

were rentl\ <HeJ tll pronJe more 'pace. 

The d m mg hall \\"<1, gurreJ. A '" tern nf mJI\•tdu.�l fooJ 'rattons, 

where >tuJent can mu1·e rhn1ugh qlllckk, rephlLe the old huffet

'rde 'en tLe I me.  The ne11 'ear mg conftgur,H ton, on rwo ln·eb, 
mcluJe, booth, and 'mall, pn1 ate rable,. 

Ahmed was barred from leav

ing the country following his ar

rest in 1 99 5 on charges of sedition 

that were leveled after he wrote 

about child labor in Pakistan and 

about the murder of lqbal Masih, 

a 1 2-year-old who helped expose 

working conditions. 

After many delays, Ahmed 

finally had a hearing in  a Paki

stani courtroom in Lahore Sep

tember 4, according to Professor 

of Government Kenneth A .  

Rodman, d i rector o f  the Oak 

I nstitute for the rudy of I nter

national H u man R ights, but as 

of September 24 there was still 

no word on A hmed's fate. 

Rodman said the C PJ in it ia

tive on A h med's behalf adds to 

pressure being appl ied through 

political, d iplomatic and non

governmental channels. Am

nesty I nternational and the C PJ 

both in it ially took up A h med's 

c ase in 1 995. 

In the past few weeks Rodman 

and Oak In titute Associate Di

rector Eliza Denoeux solicited 

help from Maine's Congressional 

delegation, the State Depart

ment's Pakistan desk, the U.S. 

Information Agency and the U.S. 

Embassy in Lahore. Denoeux also 

appealed to Pakistan's e mbassy in 

Washington, urging officials there 

to help secure Ahmed's freedom 

to travel. + 

"It m tghr .h \\Cll he a ne11 but !J m�." ,,ltJ .m.:htteu J<>e Feel\ + 
Seattng tn Dana Din1ng Hall now Includes booths and small, private tables. 
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"The Coolest Place in Maine" 

It appear a a mall white blob on a video creen, the 
ize of a pencil eraser, gho tly and serene. A ca ual 

observer might as ume it was nothing more than a 
tiny reflected light. But that little white blob ha 

r ated a stir in the Physic Department at olby. 

Working with A i tant Profe or of Phy ic 
Duncan Tate, ix olby students have "trapped" ru

bidium atom in aMudd laboratory u ing a phi ticated 
device of their own making. 

The atom trap con i ts of a vacuum chamber, in which 

the rubidium is stored, connected to a complex system of mirror 

and glas through which laser light i d ployed to slow and cool the 

aLOms. The atom are slowed by bouncing I ight particles off of them 

in mu h the same way the speed of a moving bowling ball might be 

redu ed by throwing thou ands of ping pong ball against it, Tate 

said. nimpeded, rubidium atoms travel at about 600 miles per hour. 

In the olhy experim nt, the atom were slowed to about one mile 

per hour, thus cooling them to a temperature below one thousandth 

On Their Summer Vacation 

While one olby 

student was swimming with 

dolphin during the summer, 

another was getting up close 

to cockroaches. 

tefan Pulver '99 and 

Annie Miller '01 spent the summer in 

intern hips organized by the College's 

Off-Campu Study Office. 

Pulver worked alongside faculty 

researchers at the University of 

California at Berkeley who are 

tudying in ects' nse of smell. 

eeking to better understand the 

cockroach's olfactory process, 

Pulver timed the response of 

nerve cell in their antennae to 

various odors. 

Miller worked at Dolphins 

Plus, a c mer in Key Largo, Fla., that 

studic> dolphin ognition and provides therapeutic wimming 

sessions for persons with disal ilities. Miller, who arlier 

as,istcd with research on dolphin intelligence and language at 

the Kewalo Basin Iarine lammal Laboratory, as i ted 

ps ·chologists who are integratmg .wimming with d lphins 

mw their treatment for patients. 

The internships expand students' opportunltte for 

undergraduate research, Puh·er and !tiler satd. "B · gettmg 

a chance to pcriorm m · own expenments, 1 gamed te hntcal 

proficiency with a variety l)i electrl)ph ·�tolo y equtpment 

nccde 1 to b competitt\·e m gra luate school an� beyond," 

Pulver said. 

of a degree aboveAb oluteZero (minu 459.7 degree 

Fahrenheit), the temperature at which atomic mo

tion cea e . Tate joked that the trap i "the coolest 

place in Maine." 

With the atom m ving ufficiently lowly, they 

could be confined within a mall region of the vacuum 

chamber by a magnetic field. The re ulting rubtdtum 

ball that wa formed, vt tble only via an infrared vtdeo 

camera, wa compo ed of a millwn or o atom . eemg it 

for the fir t time, aid Tate, wa excitmg. "I was lookmg at 

the monitor and uddenly thi little patch of white appeared. 

Any physicist would be excited to ee uch a thing." 

ooling and trapping atom has only been done for about 15 

year , Tate ay , and only a tiny number-perhap two or three

small college have succe sfully performed the procedure. He say he 

conceived the project following a abbatical at the Untver tty of 

Virginia during which he worked with atom traps. "I wanted to gtve 

students a glimpse of this kind of research," he aid. + 

Hudson, McGee Bow Out 

Yeager Hudson, whose gen

tlemanly tyle and wit delighted 

students and colleagues for al

most 40 years, retired Ia t pring 

a profe sor of philosophy. 

A Mississippi native, Hudson 

joined the Colby faculty in 1959. 

He was named full profe or in 

1977 and served as department 

chair for almost 20 years. He was 

a Fulbright visiting lecturer at 

Poona University and Ahmed

nagar College in India in 1967-

68. He wrote and edited eight 

books on philo ophy. 

Dan ohen '75, associate 

pr fe or of philo ophy, ay 

Hud on was influential in hi 

career, a path that began when 

ohen took Hud on' Introduc

tion to Philo phy cour e a a 

fre hman. hen joked that al

though Hue! on "didn't recog

nt:e my philo ophical talent" 

nght awa ·, tt wa hi· teachmg 

that developed ohen' mter

e t m the dt tplme and eventu

ally l d to ht> own dect>ton to 

tea h. Hudson\ abtltrv to pro

voke the tntellect wa-. a hall

mark. ":-.lore than any other 

peNm, Yeager has msptred [phi

[o,ophy] swdenr-," Cohen ,atd. 

Hudson told an audience of 

trustees, faculty and staff at his 

retirement dinner that after 

nearly four decade at olby, 

"you know it' time to rettre 

when y u confu e newly ap

pointed faculty for fre hmen." 

Richard McGee, long-ttme 

football coach and former 

athletic director, al o wa hon

ored at the retirement dmner. 

McGee, served a head football 

coach between 1966 and 197 

and a athletic dtrector from 

1974 to 19 7. 

McGee' coachmg "wa an 

offenng of joy that tran ccndcJ 

the outcome of any mdtvtdual 

game," atd Dtck '\ httmore, 

lc ee' ucce ;,or a-, athlettc 

dtrector. \XIh1tmore al-.o cred

Ited lcGee with helpmg C'>tab

lt,h a trong women\ rrogram 

at olby. 

A ucce-, ful htgh -,chool 

football coach m :-.lame pnor to 

ht' arnval at olb),. lc ee -.atd 

he loved ht JOb o much that "tt 

never ielt ltke work to me. I've 

been verv fortunate to work wtth 

'>O mam· great young men ami 

women over the year ." + 
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Up and Running 
I T  performed 4 0  Mac-ro-Windows 

conversions over the summer, includ

ing the entire development and alumni 

re lations department, accord ing to 

Phill ips. One hundred of the 1 60 new 

computers purchased recently by the 

Col lege were W indows-based PCs. 

Determined ro ease the transition 
ro a recently adopted dual microcom

puter tandard on campus, team of 

student trainees and profe sional tech

nic ian roamed hallways during the 

first few days of school trouble hooting 

problems on the spot. Wearing pagers 

and t- hins embla:oned with "Get Con

nected," the cre,,·s com pre sed what in 

pa t years ha been a "·eeks-long pro

cess inro a few days. "There' no more 

phone tag, no more waiting for weeks 

ro get student up and running," said 

Ray Ph ill ips, direcror of information 

technology services. 
Ray Mazza '01 assists Nicole Laurent '02. 

The decision ro switch from a Mac 

standard followed a lengthy research 

phase that included a visit ro Apple 

headquaners. Convinced that Apple

which had lost the confidence of many 

software developers in recent years

was rebounding, the College decided ro 

stick with the Macinrosh while adding 

After months of considerat ion, 

Colby last spring abandoned i t  long-held Macinrosh-only comput

ing en\'ironment for one that support both Macs and Windows

ba ed machines. The deci ion puts Colby "more in the mainstream" 

among college and univer it ie that typically offer students a choice 

of computing sy tern , ays Phill ips. 

dual standard pleased 

suppon for PC users. Phil l ips says this 

students and faculty al ike. "For some, the 

Macintosh is a superior environment," he said. "For others, the 

Windows machines are best, usually because of software availabil ity for 

a panicular need [that the Mac doesn't suppon]. There was some pent

up demand for PCs because of software issues." + 

A Case of Cabin Fever 

One of olby's olde t build

ing i being replaced without a 

murmur of d iscontent. 

The Outing Club cabin, con

structed more than 50 years ago 

on a pri tine three-acre patch of 

Great Pond horeline-site of 

hundred of spontaneou camp

mgouting , c lub leep·O\'er and 

the occa ional marriage pro

posal-i being d ismantled thi 

fal l  and replaced by a 50,000 

cu.,rom log . tructure. tudent 

can't wait to get tntO i t .  

"We're thnl led," aid Aman

da Bak i an '9 , a former Out mg 

Cluh officer. "We were pictur

tn� fifteen thou-,and dollar to 

reno' .ne rhe old hudd mg. Thl'. 

I rchu i ld in� option] wa-, nor even 

111 our proro.,dl . "  

8.1k i,m and other Our 1 11� 

' luh leader w,t�cd dn 1 11rcn'c 

lohh\' 111� effort hht .,pnn� .1frcr 

IL",Irnmg rh,H rhe Col iL"�c w,h 

(lln,Idenng ,d i m� rhe pror

ert\'-•t"e ,eJ ar 2L0. C -

L F A L L I <l 

becau e of l iabi l i ty concerns 

and a perceived lack of student 

intere t. The land is owned by 

the College, but the cabin be

longs tO the Outing Club. 

Although the plan to sell 

came as a surprise tO current c lub 

member , the likel ihood of such 

a measure had grown in recent 

years. A club report written in 

1 996 warned that the disrepair 

of the cabin could compel the 

College to dive t itself of the 

entire property because of h igh 

mamtenance co t and l iabi l ity 

concern . A reno\'at ion plan 

dc"eloped by Ru h Hambleton 

'97 was pre ented to the ol lege 

la-.r '>pnng, but officials were re

luc.tant ro I m·e r more money in 

a huddmg rhar was l i teral ly  fall-

111� .tparr. The old ahm rc-.rcd 

pree<tnou.,Jy on a bed of tree 

'rump' and h<)Uidcr.,, and rhc 
floor had 'L'rararcd. ll1c Icc torm 

ht r January '' a., rhc f111.1l de

., t nJL t i \"L' 1->lo\\ , a1d Ben Jorgcn-

6 

sen '92 , director of student activi

ties. "The damage from the storm 

made replacing it a better option 

than renovating it," he said. 

The cabin i tself was a con

cern, but the potential  loss of 

the land-used by students and 

faculty since the 1 930s-moti

vated tudents to rail y .  "J ust 

think how many student have 

used it over the years," said Teri 

Young '98, Out ing lub co

president. "Thousand ." 

tudents made c lear that the 

los of the retreat ite would 

dimini  h the Colby experience. 

"Qu ite a few students come to 

olby because of the outdoor 
opportunit ies available here," 

Young aid.  "The Outing lub 

'>ItC I'>  part of that." 

core'> of current and former 
u.,cr-. of r hc '>ite came forward 
\nth per.,onal '>tone-. of memo

rahlc  moment'> '>pent t here .  
lumn1  .,cnt e-ma i l  and leners 

111 .,upporr of the Site, and one 

alumnus, J ason Klein '97,  imme

diately offered a $ 7 , 500 dona- · 

tion to save the cabin. "People 

were coming from everywhere 

offering their support," Bakian 

said. "We collected more than 

even hundred signatures on our 

pet ition in one day. That's half 

of the student body. l think that 

shows how much this means to 
people." J orgensen pointed out 

that the Outing Club is one of 

Colby's largest organization , 
with a "fiercely loyal" member
ship of more than 300 students. 

Moved by the outpouring of 
affect ion for the ite, President 
Bi l l  Cotter declared that "any
thing that mean thi much to 
students must be saved." H is an
nouncement in early May at a 
faculty  meeting that  the i t  
would not be old was  greet d 
with hearty applause. 

The new l ,000-square-foot 
cabin i expected to be com
pleted by Thanksgiv i ng.  + 



An Honorable Moment 
T h e  ! 7 7th commen ement featured remarks b y  U .  upreme 

Court j ustice tephen G. Breyer, who admon ished the 44 1 graduates 

of the Class of '98 to do the right thing.  "Remember, as you create 

your l i fe story, to devote t i me and effort,  to com m i t  yourselves, not 

only to your personal l i ves, not only to your careers, but also to the 

publ i affairs of your communit ies and your nation," Breyer sa id. 

Recou n t i ng changes in  Ameri  an soc iety that have opened 

organ izat ions,  col leges and even the upreme ourt to women and 

members of m i nority groups, Breyer sa id ,  "Change of t h is k i nd does 

not occur  magica l ly ;  it represents indi vidual  and col lect ive pio

neering efforts. You can s t i l l  choose to be a pioneer, for much 

re m a i ns to be done." 

Briget te  E. Krantz of Boulder, Colo.,  this  year's valedictorian and 

c lass marshal ,  led the procession of seniors . Tara D. Falsani of 

Du l u t h ,  M i nn ., addressed the convocat ion as the senior class speaker. 

Honorary olby degrees were pre en ted to j ustice Breyer; to obel 

Prize-winner Dr. Norman F. Ramsey, Harvard University's H iggins 

Professor of Physics; to john Edgar Wideman, author of more than a 

dozen books and professor of Engl ish at the University of Massachu

setts; to Peter H. Lunder ' 56 ,  president of Dexter Shoe and a member 

of olby's overseers; and to Paula Crane Lunder, a member of the 

Colby 'ol lege M useum of Art's board of governors and a trustee. 

7 

Chera Rodgers ( wp) of }acksont'ille, Fla . ,  found a fnend m rhe 

crowd w share rhe moment. 

Et•en from a distance ( abot·e) ,  graduauon seemed nnpresm e . 

. S. Supreme oun }us nee Stephen Breyer ( abot·e lefr) 

addressed rhe lass of '9 . 

Dan lvlaccarone ( left) of Brockwn , :V Ia . . . , couldn' t  remr one 

final geswre of appreCiation. 
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