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From the H i l l  I on c a m p u s  

A Children's 
Crusade 

Ushari Mahmud, the 2002 Oak Human 

Rights Fellow, works for victims of slavery, 

incarceration and child soldiering 

H a l fwav across the world and a culrural 
u n i ,·erse away, K u J  Akon t i re l e s s ly  

searches for h i s  missing daughter. He doesn't 
know what she ,,·ou ld  look l i ke today and 
describes her as she was 1 0  years ago, when 
she was abducted by slave raiders. 

This i s  the image that Ushari Mahmud 
remembers at Colby ,,·hen he reflects on his 
work improving human rights in Sudan and 
helping the Sudanese chi ldren who have been 

Toddlers are sto len  from their fami l ies 
and sold i nto  sl avery. Thi rteen-year-olds  
are handed weapons and ordered to ki l l  and 
mutilate their enemy. S laves are often beaten. 
i\ 1oreover, these practices are used as war 
strategies by both sides; slavery is tolerated by 
the northern Khartoum government and child 
soldiering is adopted by the southern rebels. 

Met with adrniration by some and searing 
hosti l i ty by others ,  Mahmud has put h i s  

personal safety o n  the 
l i n e  to expose these 
ugly pract ices .  H i s  
work documenting and 
reveal ing the reabty of 
slavery in Sudan, now 
a controversial issue in 
the media,  landed him 
in  prison for two years. 

Oa k H u man R 1ghts Fel low Ushan Mahmud teaches in M i l ler Libra ry. 

Mahmud has found 
a safe haven at Colby 
this semester-a respite 
intended to give him a 
chance  to re l a x  a n d  
refl ect. " I  don't have 
time to relax, but I will  
do a lot of reflection," 
he s a i d .  As we l l a s  
helping to organize the 
Oak H u man R ights  
Lecture Ser ies ,  he 

the ' ictim� of �hl\·ery, incarceration or child 
�oldiering. "T lc make� a o·ip from south to north 
Sutbn e' el) � car hoping ro find his daughter," 
\ 1ahmud '>aid. " 1  !c ne,·cr gi,·es up." 

\ Llhmud i� the 2002 Oak ! T uman Rights 
Fel lm' <It .olh� for the fal l  �cmesrer. For the 
pa�t 1 5  � e;lr'> he ha., been protesting the effects 
of <lrmed confl 1ct  on the Sudanese people, 
p<lrticuLtrl� chi ldren caught up in a bloody 
ci' il '' ar that pit'> the \ 1  u�l im norrh against 
rhe Chn�nan �mnh. 
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i s  teach i n g  a course 
called Human llights in a Global Perspective, 
giving presentations at high schools and writing 
manuscripts on issues such as chi ld  protection, 
human rights and language rights. 

He said he is delighted by the atmosphere 
at Colby and especially by the receptivity of 
his students to his work . .\ 1ahmud found many 
smdents a l ready involved in human rights 
\\ Ork in the nited States. " I t's encouraging 
to know that," he said. 

.\ lahmud de,·eloped his interest in human 

r igh ts w h i l e  s tudy i n g  soci o l i ngu i s tics  at 
Georgetown ruversity, where he received 
his Ph .D .  in 1 979. He taught at Khartoum 
University for 1 0  years and has worked for 
the past s ix years with the Un i ted ations 
Chi ldren's Fund ( U N I C EF) in  Kenya and 
Burw1di  to protect chi ldren in  Sudan . 

I t 's a pa instak ing process,  desp i te the 
broad ideals UNICEF upholds .  Mahmud 
educates rebels and government officials al ike, 
emphasizing that slavery and child soldiering are 
considered violations of international law and 
human rights offenses. Through data gathering, 
documentat ion a n d  persuas ion , he seeks 
government approval to release incarcerated 
chi ldren and to help d isplaced populations. 
"The main chal lenge has been knowing how to 
deal 'Ari.th sensitive issues and handling exposure 
to danger by those who perpetrate the crimes 
I'm fighting against," Mahmud said. 

Perhaps the most fulf i lling achievement in 
his career was demobilizing 1 0,000 child soldiers 
in south Sudan in 200 I ,  'ia one-year project in 
which I was able to save one of the largest 
amow1ts of children I ever have," he said. 

Once demobil ized, the children are rew1ited 
with their  fami l i es, if poss ib le .  Mahmud's 
group also attempts to get children involved 
in a program designed to reintegrate them 
into society. Counseling and other services 
are offered to those children u·aumatized by 
their duties as soldiers, and Mahmud u·ies to 
get them to go to school . 

After he leaves Colby, Mahmud wil l  return 
to Burundi, where he has been accepted as 
the chief of the Child Protection division of 
U1\TJCEF. T i e wi l l  continue to advocate for 
human rights and to help reunite famil ies that 
have been torn apart because of the war. 

And all the whi le he wi l l  remember Kuj 
kon and his stolen daughter. " I  met him 

years ago, and I 've never forgotten about 
him," Mahmud said. -Yvo77m Siu '03 



Daniel Pearl Receives Posthumous Lovejoy Award 

S o m e  m e e t i n gs of Col by's Love joy 
Award Selection Committee feamre spirited 
deliberations comparing the merits of various 
nominees. This was not one of those years. A 
couple of the national ly prominent editors on 
the committee independently suggested that the 
2002 award should go to the late Daniel Pearl of 
The 'Wall Street Joumal, and there was immediate 
and unanimous agreement. 

So on November 1 3 , 200 years since Eli jah 
Parish Lovejoy was born and 5 0  years since 
Colby began presenting an ammal journalism 
award to an American journalist for displaying 
courage in pursuit of the truth, Pearl will be --......_ 
remembered and honored with a posthumous 
Lovejoy Award. 

Lovejoy, who graduated from Colby in 1 826, 
was ki l led defending his presses against a pro-
slavery mob in Alton, I l l . ,  in 1 837 ,  and he is Daniel Pearl 
remembered as an important abol itionist and 
as America's first martyr to freedom of the press. Pearl was abducted 
on his way to interview a M uslim fundamentalist leader in Pakistan 
and was kil led by his captors early this year. The selection committee 
recognized tl1at botl1 men were committed to the pursuit of justice and 
understanding through a free exchange of ideas in  the press and found 
it absolutely fitting that Pearl receive the 50th Lovejoy Award. 

Since there can be no traditional Lovejoy address with a posthumous 
award, a program of distinguished journalists wi l l  instead present a 
panel discussion titled "The Perils of Reporting in vVartime, Abroad 
and at Home."  Syndicated columnist and 1 990 Lovejoy winner 
David Broder H '90 wi l l  moderate tl1e forum and participate in the 
d iscussion. Otl1er panelists include Ann Cooper, executive di rector of 
tl1e Committee to ProtectJournalists; Noreen AJ1med-Ul lah, a Muslim 

who has covered the war in  Afghani stan for 
tl1e Chicago Tribune; and 1 983 Lovejoy recipient 
Anthony Lewis H '83 ,  who recently retired from 
The New Ycn·k Times. 

The topic was selected to encompass botl1 
tl1e physical perils faced by war correspondents 
and the dangers and difficulties experienced by 
reporters doing truthful ,  accurate reporti ng 
at  home in  a c l imate of tightly control led 
i n formation,  m i l i tary secrecy and national  
security concerns. 

The Lovejoy Award was establ i shed in  
1 95 2 .  Only one of 50 previous awards was  a 
postl1umous honor, in 1 97 7  to A1·izona Republic 
reporter Donald Bolles, who was ki l led as he 
investigated criminal activity. The decision to 
present this year's award to Pearl was made by 
a selection committee tl1at includes Matthew 
Storin, retired editor of the Boston Globe, now 
associate vice president of the Universi ty of 

Notre Dame; Ann Marie Lipinski ,  editor of the Chicago Tribtme; 
Will iam H i l l iard, retired executive editor of The 01·egonian; Rena 
Pederson, editoria l  page editor of the Dallas JV !on1ing News; and 
Rebecca L i ttleton Corbett '7-+, assistant managing editor of the 
Baltimore Sun. 

Storin, who chairs the committee, said, " Daniel Pearl's commitment 
to his profession, me drive and determination that were hallmarks of his 
work, and his w1questionable courage are inspirational to any journalist. 
His l ife stands as eloquent testimony to tl1e ideals embodied in the Elijah 
Lovejoy Award. \Ne could not have a more appropriate or deserving 
award winner. I only wish he were here to receive the honor." 

M ore i n format ion  about  the  Love joy Award is o n l i n e  a t  
www.colby.edu/lovejoy. -Stepben Collins '74 

Governor Recognizes Colby's Environmental Effort 
Col by's Environmental Advisory Group ( EAG) is barely a year old, but 

its commitment to integrating environmental sustainabil ity into academ­

ics, campus maintenance a nd administration is a long-time institutional 

ethos. Maine Gov. Angus King recognized that, and in September the 

Col lege received a 2002 Governor's Award for Environmental Excel­

lence. Colby was the fi rst i nstitution of higher learning to earn one of 

the awards, first presented in 1995. 
The award is an i ncentive for people at the College to continue their 

efforts-from composting yard and food wastes and lowering steam 

plant emissions to promoting a pedestrian-friendly campus. It also raises 

awareness of Colby's environmental priorities, says Patricia M urphy, direc­

tor of the Physical Plant Department. 

The Governor's Award recognized Colby's curriculum, which includes 

environmental studies majors in policy or  science as wel l  as environ­

menta l options i n  biology, chem istry and geology. Recyc l i ng u nwanted 

student belongings, reducing paper consumption and food waste i n  

d i n i n g  hal ls, using environmental ly  friendly cleaning solutions, making 

use of excess steam to generate electricity and favor ing native species 

i n  landscaping also earned praise. 

What's on the agenda for the future? "Looking at green bui lding 

standards, alternative vehicles and waiting to see what the student body 

brings us," said Bruce McDouga l ,  environmental comp l iance and safety 

coordinator. That doesn't mean simply listening to and respond i ng to 

compla ints. 

"You have to make critics part of the solution and get them involved," 

said M u rphy. "I hope this makes people realize how much is going on." 
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wit & wisdom 

'"Aesthetics.' It seemed l i ke such a good idea at the t ime." 

.Hike Daisey '96, u:bo pe7fonned bis off-Broadway bit 2 1  Dog Years: Doing Time @ Amazon. com at Strider Theater in September; talking 
in tbe show about tbe independent 71/ajor he designed and completed at Colby. 

"I l i ke it a lot. It's a big deal .  I wish we had one.'' 

Robert Stan; senior wmtor ofpaiming and swlpt!ll'e at Xe<v J'CJI'k's- J fnsem11 of,'v!odem Art �Io.\IA), quoted in tbe vVatervi l l e  Sentinel 
reacting to tbe nr:u: Sol LeT V itt swlptnre Se\·en \Val ls  nt the dedication ceremony July 1 7. 

Rosenfeld Hopes to Collect New Audience for Museum of Art 

Before Daniel Rosenfeld was named d i rec· 

tor of the Colby Col lege M useum of Art, he 

made a c landestine tour of the gal leries in 

Watervi l le and came to two conc l usions:  that 

the museum ' s  collection is extraordinary and 

that the Colby museum is "a l ittle less known 

than it should be . "  

Rosenfeld plans to do something about 

the latter. 

The first new di rector of the Museum of Art 

in  nearly 40 years, Rosenfeld follows H ugh 
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Gourley, who saw the museum grow prodi­

giously in  both size and stature during h is 

tenure .  Cal l ing Gourley " exceptiona l , "  Rosen­

feld said he sees the museum as a resource 

of great potentia l  for both the Col lege and the 

community. He also noted the comm itment of 

the museum's Board of Governors. "What I find 

at Colby I found at R ISD [ Rhode Is land School 

of Design ] , "  Rosenfeld said .  "The sub board 

was composed of people who are very knowl­

edgeable and very serious about col lecti ng. " 

He served as curator of painting 

and scu l pture at the Rhode Is land 

School of Design from 1984 to 1995 

after stints as research associate 

and acting curator at Yale U niversity 

Art Gal lery. 

A native of Ph i ladelph i a ,  Rosenfeld 

earned his undergraduate degree at 

The Johns Hopkins Un iversity and h i s  

M .A. a n d  P h . D .  a t  Stanford University. 

He held facu lty and visiting faculty 

appointments at Boston U n iversity, 

Wellesley Col lege, Brown U niversity 

a nd the U n iversity of Chicago before 

turning to museum administration at 

Yale in  1981. After Yale and R I S D ,  he 

was director of the museum of the 

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts 

( 1996-2000),  the oldest arts institu­

tion and museum in the nation.  

Rosenfeld also is  the author of Euro­

pean Painting and Sculpture, ca. 1 7 70-
1 93 7, as well  as numerous essays 

in  exhibition catalogues and scholarly 

journals on topics including the scu l p­

ture of Auguste Rod i n ,  19th-century 

French and American painting and modern and 

contemporary American art.  

" H i s  dedication to art  and to h ighe r  educa­

tion makes this appointment a perfect fit for 

Colby, " said President Wi l l iam D. Ada m s .  

A n d  t h e  muse u m  is a perfect fit for Colby, 

too , Rosenfeld says. 

He referred to its " l ayers of a udience , "  

i nc lud ing the Col lege and its students and 

facu lty, the trustees and the national  art worl d ,  

a n d  t h e  outlying commun ity, beginn ing i n  

central Maine a n d  widening t o  N e w  England. 

" Each of these constituencies req u i res d iffer­

ent kinds of attention , "  Rosenfeld sa id .  

H e  said h is  goals i nclude making the 

museum "a ver y  i mportant player" national ly, 

but also include expanding its use as an edu· 

cational resource for faculty and students. " It 's  

ver y  i m portant to make the museum a vital 

resource that contributes aggressively to the 

educational m ission of the Col lege , "  he said.  

Rosenfeld said he can envis ion the 

M useum of Art as not on ly a place to display 

art but as a stage where art can be produced. 

H e  noted the evolution of art forms that is 

ongoing, pointing to the Whitney Muse u m  

biennial  exhibition i n  which on ly three of 60 

artists were painters. Other forms incl uded 

computer-generated work, instal lations and 

video. " You can d is l ike the stuff at you r  

pleasure ,  b u t  i t ' s  where t h e  culture ' s  at , "  

h e  s a i d .  -Gerry Boyle ' 78 



Colby Scientists Plumb the Depths and Chemistry of Belgrade Lakes 

It's -+ a.m. ,  the dawn sky a deep blue over 
G reat Pond in Belgrade. In the center of the 
l ake a boat makes a s low traverse as it  has 
a l l  night long, l ights showing, l ike a fishing 
boat on the ocean. This boat is  troll ing, but 
not for fish .  The vessel-actual ly a 2 4-foot 
pontoon boat custom built as a Colby research 
platform-is trolling for information. 

Water temperature. Chemical  content. 
Readings taken at precisely recorded times, 
depths and l ocati ons with an underwater 
e lectronic-sensor e q u i pped " fi s h ". Water 
samples pumped into sophisticated analytical 
equipment on the boat itself. Information fed 
into an onboard computer for analysis that 
student and faculty researchers hope w i l l  
provide an unprecedented picture of how 
this lake works. 

The ongoing Colby project could make 
the Belgrade Lakes chain one of the most 
scient i fica l ly  scrutinized water bodies .  i n  
M ai ne and serve as a model for scientists 
studying the effects of development on lake­
water qua l ity. "What we' re trying to do is 
understand the dynam i cs of the lake over 
time," said vVhitney King, Miselis Professor 
of Chemistry. 

It's a team e ffort, involving both the 
Chemistry and Geology departments with 
Ki ng, vVh i pp l e-Codd i ngton P rofessor 

Grave Matters 

of G e o l ogy Robert 
Gastaldo, Assistant Pro­
fe ssor J e nnifer  S h osa 
(geol ogy) and S e n i o r  
Te a c h i n g  Associate 
Bruce Rueger (geology) 
melding thei r expertise. 
Last s u m m e r, C o l by 
student researchers were 
joined by a than Boland 
'0 1 ,  a science teacher in 
Baton Rouge, La., and 
h i gh school  stud ent 
i nterns he bro ught 
to M a i ne through 
a National  S c i ence 
Foundation gram. 

With Colby student 
research assistants doing 

The research platform Col by Compass puts out onto the waters of 

Great Pond . A Colby resea rch tea m is studying the Belgrade Lakes. 

much of the work, the team studied chemical 
composition of lake water at various depths and 
times of day and season. A highly accurate map 
of the lake basin was produced, and test wells 
were dri lled in wetland and uplands arow1d tl1e 
lakes to monitor tl1e direction and variation 
in the flow of ground water into tl1e Belgrade 
chain. Another phase of the study involved 
st11dy of core samples from tl1e bottom of the 
lakes to consider changes in the composition 
of sediments and how land-use trends over 

decades-and even centuri es-may have 
changed what sinks into the mud. 

The project, fw1ded through grants from 
the NSF and Col by, comes at a time when 
lakes are prone to a lgae blooms and otl1er 
water-q ua l i ty problems.  Experts variously 
blame development, fluctuating water levels, 
agriculture and other factors, but the definitive 
causes and solut ions remain e l usive. "The 
whole point of tllis," said Shosa, "is to get away 
from that speculation." -Geny Boyle '78 

For most Americans, massacres and mass graves are horrors from a 

world away. But forensic scientist Wil l iam Haglund deals with them dai ly 

in an effort to provide their victims a voice. In August, Haglund was on 

campus to share h is experiences working i n  human rights and mass fatality 

identification with the 100 medical exa m i ners and coroners attending the 

New England Seminar in Forensic Sciences, held each summer at Colby. 

clashes. "Now we deal with ragtag warlords with fou rteen-year-old soldiers, 

versus armies with codes of honor; said Haglund.  

Though no forensic evidence was used at the 1945 N u remberg tria ls, 

now it is relied upon to prosecute ind ividuals for war crimes and crimes 

against humanity. But acquiring that evidence has its own obstacles. These 

range from lack of safety ( i n  some countries Haglund has to rema i n  u nder 

mil itary guard) to the logistics of flying a planeload of equipment to another 

continent. Once there, if you don't have a darkroom for x-rays you tear a part 

a toi let to use instead, as Hagl u nd d id  i n  Rwanda. 

Since 1998 Hagl und has been d i rector of the International Forensic 

Program for Physicians for Human Rights, working extensively on interna­

tional forensic missions from Cyprus to Honduras. I n  1996 he spent eight 

straight months working in graves as the senior forensic advisor for the 

UN's International Criminal  Tribunal for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia. 

Hagl und exh umed and examined hundreds of bodies of genocide victims, 

advised the tr ibunals on forensic policy, analyzed results a nd testified on 

behalf of the tribunal .  I n  2001 he i nvestigated the 1941 massacre of 

1,600 Jews burned a l ive in a barn by their own neighbors in Jedwabne, 

Poland. This year Haglund's fieldwork included missions to Massar-e-Sheriff, 

Afghan istan, and to the Jenine refugee camp i n  Israel. 

"The face of wa r has cha nged;' Haglund told the sem i na r  participants. 

Worldwide, diverse conflicts include terrorism and internal and smal l-scale 

Haglund advises international forensic teams to show locals what they 

are doing and explain the process rather than being seen as "just another 

official:' Scientists must also be wi l l ing to accommodate religious and politi­

cal concerns. That may mean allowing Nigerians to sacrifice a chicken before 

exhumations or letting Indonesian religious leaders say a prayer. 

Ultimately "you can't create false expectations; said Haglund. In mass 

fatal ities, not al l  bodies w i l l  be recovered and, even with DNA evidence, 

not all those recovered will be identified. Since 1996, 1,895 bodies and 

thousands of part ial  remains have been recovered i n  Bosn ia.  Of those, only 

81 bodies have been identified. -Alicia Nemiccolo MacLeay '9 7 
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A Civil Community 
O rientation for the Class of 2006, Colby's 1 85th entering c l a s s ,  

included a n  address b y  President W i l l i a m  D. Adams t o  t h e  entire c lass,  

assembled i n  Lorimer Chape l .  As Adams noted , this is  one of only two 

occasions when the president has the opportun ity to address a Colby 

c lass in its entirety. For the Class of '06,  the next opportunity wi l l  come 

in four years,  at baccal a u reate. The following is  a n  excerpt from Adams's 

speech, which explored the notion of civi l ity. Go o n l i n e  (www.colby.edu/ 

presidentjarticlesjfirstyr0 2 . html)  for the fu l l  address .  

The ciYi l il)• I haYe i n  mind is rea l ly a pubjjc a n d  pojjtical virtue and 
capacil)', not a private one. It happens in publ ic places and in public 
exchanges l i ke rrus community. I t's about our inruvidual actions but 
only in a public place j jke Colby, in rrus commuruty. Its key elements 
seem to me to be this. First of a l l ,  to be real ly civil we have to have a 
comrnitment to affection for the commwuty of wruch we are a part. 
Otherwise it  doesn't make any sense. \i\Te have to have, secondly, a 
respect and tolerance for individuals not simply in the way in wruch 
they are l ike us but most especial ly in the ways they are not l i ke us. And 
third, I trunk, elemental to civility is the notion that it is basical ly about 
communication. That is to say, it  happens only in commwucation, and 
its effects and nature are demonstrated in the commwucations we have 
with others. And fina l ly I tlunk, I hope in a way that wi l l  become clear, 
civi j jty has to do with somerrung l ike self-control .  But what does it look 
like in action' \\nat do these elements look j jke when you put them 
together: I think it involves jjstening and openness. Listening especial ly 
to things tl1at are hard to hear, that we don't l ike to hear, tl1at chal lenge 
us, that make us uncomfortable and nervous and anxious. [And] a kind of 
openness to that e;\.'perience which is very hard-an invitation to others 
\\'ho make us uncomfortable in their differences to keep on talking to 
u about rrungs they're thinking and caring about . . . .  

There's a New Mule in Town 

Take a good look at this m ule. You'l l  be seeing a lot of it if you fol low 

Colby ath letics. 

This is the official Colby wh ite m u le. It recently replaced several ear l ier  

portrayals of the Colby mascot, some of which bore closer resem blance 

to other equine species, from asses to zebras. The new m ule, drawn by 

Designer/I l lustrator Leo Pando and designed by Design Director Brian Speer, 

is as faithful to the species as possible and reflects the competitive spirit 

of Colby athletes. 

The change was implemented as the Col lege esta bl ished a formal 

graphic identity, which gave Colby recognizable and consistent logos for 

use on everything from letterhead to coffee m ugs. In addit ion to the new 

logo and seal introduced in the summer magazine, a new m u le gal l o ps 

forward into Colby's future. 
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Faculty Research Reaps Rewards 

Faculty i n  a variety of departments have won grants from 

foundations to expand tl1eir research. Since l ast spring the 

fol l owing professors have received grants for tl1ese projects: 

LYNN HANNUM (biology), 50,000 from The ational Science 

Fow1dation for her project on enhancing opportwuties for 

undergraduate learning in immunology (September). 

DUNCAN TATE (physics), $200,26 1  from The National Science 

Fow1dation to support a project titled "Many-body Effects in a 

Frozen Rydberg Gas" (September). 

BOB GASTALDO (geology), 74,8 1 2  from The ational Science 
Foundation for his work on tropical vegetation during the early 
part of an ice age (August). 

STEVE DUNHAM and DAS THAMATTOOR (chemistry) and PAUL 

GREENWOOD (biology), $ 1 1 7 ,220 from The Tational Science 
Fmmdation for a project cal led "Acquisition of lsothermal 
Titration and Differential Scaruung MicroCalorimeters for 
Chenustry and Biology Research" (August). 

BEN FALLAW (history), $60,000 from the American Council of  
Learned Societies for a project cal led "Uncivi l Society: How the 
Church, Business, and Press Hel ped Forge an I l l iberal Mexico, 
1 924- 1 940" a uly). 

SANDY MAISEL (govenm1ent), $5 80,000 from The Pew 
Charitable Tn1sts for a project titled "Mul ti-grant Evaluation 
for Grants in tl1e Area of Candidate and Consultant Conduct 
Improving Elections Program" G u ly) . 

JULIE MILLARD (chenustry), $3 3 ,5 1 6  from the Research 
Corporation for her work on "in vivo Mapping of 
Diepox')'butane Damage Using a Ligation-mediated Polymerase 
Chain Reaction" (May). 

SUELLEN DIACONOFF (French), 2 8,800 from me U.S .  
Department of Education's Fulbright-Hays Facu l ty 
Research Abroad Program for a sabbatical project titled 
"The New Scheherazades: \Nomen, Writing, and Politics 
in i\ lorocco" (Apri l ) .  

WHITNEY K I N G  (chemistry), 1 9,969 from The ational Science 
Foundation for an exploratory geochemistry fie ld program for 
minority students (March). 

HERB WILSON (biology) and WHITNEY KING (chemistry), 
60,000 from the Merck Chari tables Foundation, a three-yea r 

grant for the i\ lerck/AAAS Undergraduate Sci ence Research 
Program (il1 arch).  

A mrrent list of fawlty and institlltional gmnts received is available 
online (u"U"U'.col�)'. edlllcfrlwrrent. btm/). 



From the H i l l  / sports 

All the Marbles 

Tracey Cote is going downhil l  fast-on the 
end of a bungee cord, towed by her white 

Siberian husky, Lena, of sled dog l ineage. Even 
though Cote is Colby's nordic ski coach, it's 
not the white stuff she's dreaming of right here. 
She puffs along behind her pooch readying 
herse l f  for races in the H i-Tee Adventure 
Racing Series-"extreme races" in wh ich 
three-member teams pi tch i nto kayaking, 
trail  rwming and mountain biking, the three 
teammates all the while keeping within 1 00 
feet of each other. That's the rule. 

H i -Tee adven ture rac ing  is ser ious  
stuff-even when i t  isn't. On the one hand, 
at the fourth annual Hi-Tee adventure race 
in Texas on July 1 2 ,  Cote's coed el ite team, 
Team Guinness, won all the marbles in a field 
of 1 97 teams with a time of 2 :08 :28 .  On the 
other hand, some couch potatoes might think 
that  Cote and her male teammates lost their 
marbles: through the one and three-quarter­
mile kayak course, the six-mile run and the 
1 2-mile mountain-bike race the threesome 
hung together-sometimes hooked by that 
bungee cord. Besides paddling, padding and 
peda l ing, they crawled through a hay maze, 
shot paint guns, crossed from one swing to 
another without hitting the ground and scaled 
a 1 5 -foot wal l .  

These people are taking it ,  as the e).--pression 
goes, to a new level .  

"They throw in  special tests, crazy things, 
l ike cutting a hole in a piece of paper big 
enough to get your parmers through without 
tearing it. I t's proof of teamwork," Cote said. 
" It's trying to teach you thinking and creativity 
to get through something as a team. It's mak­
ing you work together." 

Learning to "conn·ol hurting" is chal leng­
ing, too, but Cote maintains that training for 
a race is fim. I t's fun, running downhil ls with 
her dog. " I t  helped me increase speed. I t's an 
art," she said. On Team Gui1111ess, " I f  it's a 
cord now, it's me towing them." 

About 3 00 three-person teams took up 

Ski coach Tracey Cote excels in the rarified world of extreme sports 

to her tea mmates with a 
bungee cord d u ri ng an 

Adventu re Series race 
last sum mer. 

the Hi-Tee challenge in this year's eight-race 
series. I t's great sport, Cote says. She meets 
people with diverse backgrounds, from for­
mer world-class athletes-some teams include 
retired bikers or runners or kayakers who have 
gone in for adventure racing-to a 65-year-old 
competing along with his kids. " I t's a great 
group of people. Everyone's just looking for a 
l i ttle challenge," she said. 

Team Guinness looked for "a l i ttle chal­
lenge" in tl1e coed el ite category in SLX of the 
eight races this year. To be "elite," a team has 
to place in the top five in the regular division 
or apply with resumes. "What it  means is ,  
you're able to win money," Cote said. " I 'm 
approaclc ing two thousand dollars, total ."  

Cote competed on an elite team last year, 
too, w1til its sponsor went belly up and the team 
broke up. One night in January, she got a cal l  
from two fellows in Arizona, and in tl1e swnmer 
she flew out to train with them. The bre\\"ing 
company agreed to bankroll Team Guinness. 

"Guinness is a great sponsor," Cote said. 
"They paid for al l  of our n·avel .  But most races 
are in state parks where you can't have beer. I 

drank more Guinness before I started than I 
do now." 

The Hi-Tee Adventure Series races, which 
usually last two and a half  to three and a half 
hours, are considered sprints. This summer 
Cote also competed in three races in the Bal­
ance Bar series, 1 2 - to 2-+-hour orienteering 
competitions in which athletes find their way 
by compass and trail map, sometimes rappeling 
down cli ffs and crossing gorges in climbing 
harnesses. Biking and running are part of it, as 
they are in  the Hi-Tee races, but the Balance 
Bar races, she says, are "just a lot longer." 

Cote came to adventure racing from nordic 
ski ing and cross-country running at Division 
I Iorthern Michigan University, where off­
season conditioning meant mi les of running 
and mow1tain biking. Even that doesn't seem 
enough preparation for the e\·ent she calls her 
pinnacle, the Appalachian Extreme in :\ Iaine. 

" Extremes' They're crazy," she said of the 
72 -hour e\·ent she completed on an hour and 
a half of sleep, "but i t's amazing how popular 
they're becoming. I t's a whole new chal lenge." 
-Robert Gillespie 
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From the H i l l  \ students 

Cancer 
ClueS Traci Speed '03 looks to unravel chemical 

puzzles that may defeat the disease 

L a bora tory research aimed at discovering 
a cancer therapy or cure carries ll"ith i t  a 

certain amount of scientific glamour. But as 
Traci J .  peed ' 0 3  knows, that noble pursuit 
require inn umerable, si lent hours of repeti­
til·e, exacting and seemingly mw1dane tasks. 

\\ni le  working on a cancer research proj­
ect under the direction of her Colby advisor, 

sistant Professor of Chemjstry Dasan M .  
Thamattoor, peed put in nearly 500 pains­
taking hour in  a cramped organic chemisn-y 
l a b  located on the second Aoor of the Keyes 
Science Bui lding. urrounded by computers, 
pi le� of notebooks and brown jars filled with 
chemicals,  she spent much of her lab time 
�lOoped over a piece of equipment ca l led 
"the hood," an o1·erhead a i r-f i l tration and 
�uction de1·ice that draws out noxious fumes 
of chemicals on a bench below. 

" I t\ just l ike cooking and adding different 
�<ILICe�," �he said, demon crating how he might 
unkcr 11 ith chemical reactions using a round­
bottom gla�s flask clamped Ol'er a hot plate. ".\ [y 
ma111 purpme II a� to srnthesize natura] COm­
pounds J �olated from coral compound known 
to attack human tumor cel ls. I lucked out. In 
tht.: long run. this b�·mhcsi ] could be used to 
dt.:l dop <1 nt.:ll kind of chcmotherap�·." 

�pt.:t.:d acrua ll�  �� nthesitcd til o 1 er� similar 
compound� that occur narural l�  in the cora l .  
Funht.:r tt.:sung h �  canct.:r rt.:search L1b'> has yet 
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Traci Speed '03 in the c hemistry lab in the Keyes Science B u i l d i ng. 

to be done to demonstrate how effective the 
synthetic compounds will be agai nst human 
cancer cel ls, she said. So far her successful syn­
theses have el icited interest from the depart­
ment of zoology at Tel Aviv niversity. " H e  
[Thamattoor] knew T was interested in doing 
cancer research and gave me this to work on," 
she said.  

"It has al l  the potential associated with any 
other natural product that has activity against 
cancer cel ls," Thamattoor said of the synthe­
si zed compound. "\ \ 'hether the potential  wil l  
be ful lr  real ized, only time wi l l  tel l ."  I t  was a 
tough project for an undergraduate, he said.  

"Traci seems to have hands of gold .  She is  
just an absolutely phenomenal worker in the 
lab. She is  so conscientious. It takes a ski l lfu l  
student to make it  work."  

Speed began her resea rch by ana lyzi ng 
the spec i fic  chemical  structure of  a stony 
coral called montipora, found off the coast 
of Korea. She did not work directly with the 
physical coral or i ts natural cytotox ins but 
from the molec u l a r  structure identi fi ed in 
a research paper published in Tbe Joumnl of 
1\ntum/ Products in 1 999. 

cytotox i n  is a p o i s o n o u s  s u b st a n ce 
secreted by certain  organisms. l n  the journal 



The Book on the Class of '06 

H O W  MANY G O T  IN 4 7 1  students from a pool more than eight ti mes that size. 

HOW MANY WERE ADMITTED EARLY DECISION 42 percent. 

WHERE THEY'RE FROM 30 countries and every region of the U . S .  

WHAT THEY SPEAK 3 4  languages, but not in  the same classroom. 

THINGS THEY'VE DONE ALREADY Won state essay contests, received book awards, researched cures,  worked in  the U . S .  Congress, l ived 

with Buddhist monks in Tibet, performed in Carnegie H a l l .  

WHEN THEY WEREN 'T DOING THAT They were a l l-star athletes, 

inc l ud ing a four-time cross-country champ from Ontario, 

the top in-l i ne skater in  Norway, a J unior Olympic skier 

and a national ly ranked race wal ker. 

AND DON'T FORGET Over half were involved in  commun ity 

service during h igh school .  Members of the class have 

worked with the Roosevelt I sland Youth Center, Bombay 

Street Kids,  Big Brothers/Big S isters and 

Habitat for H u man ity. 

paper, researchers reported th a t  l a b  tests 
showed that organic compounds in the coral 
produced varying kinds of activities against a 
number of different human cancer cells, such 
as lw1g, ovarian, skin, central nervous system 
and colon cancers. 

Speed l abored to break down the cora l 's 
organic  compound i nto segments, using a 
research method cal led retrosynthesis. " I t's 
l ike thinking backwards, "  she said. "You want 
to break it down i nto a chemical that you can 
easily obtain from a chemical company." Com­
pounds are synthesized in th is way because 
it would take tons of coral to extract a small  
amount of isolated compound. 

"One of the things Traci has done is  to 
make available several hundred mi l l igrams of 
this sruff, so researchers can use it for further 
testing," Thamattoor said. 

The results of the Colby research were pub-

l ished in January 2002 in Tetmbed1'071 Letten, a 
prestigious, international journal for report­
ing prel iminary communications in organic 
chemistry. For her academic achievements 
and research experience, Speed was awarded 
a two-year grant for $ 1 ,500 per year from the 
American Association of Cancer Research , 
based in Phi ladelphia. The grants are avai l ­
a b l e  t o  third-year undergraduates involved 
in cancer research, she said. The AACR only 
gives this award to 1 0  srudents nationwide, 
Thamattoor said. 

Part of the grant a l lowed Speed to attend 
the AACR's national meeting in San Francisco 
in Apri l .  " I t  was a great opporruni ty to meet 
mentors in the cancer field and other cancer 
researchers," she said. 

S peed grew up in Rocky H i l l ,  Con n . ,  
south o f  Hartford. A t  Colby, she is majoring 
in chemistry with a concentration in cel lular 

and molecular  biology/biochemistry. She 
became involved with organic chemisu-y in 
her sophomore year. 

Since then she has been involved in another 
ongoing cancer research project in col labora­
tion with Thamattoor and biochemist Ju l ie  
M i l lard,  associate professor of  chemistry. 
That project involves work with a compound 
extracted from a mushroom that grows in 
Japan called Hydnum repandum, which also 
has shown activity against cancer cel l s .  " I 'm 
taking the strucrure, based on l i terarure and 
trying to synthesize i t  in the lab," Speed said, 
with the modesty that comes from knowi ng 
the scope of cancer research. "\ Ve've had some 
success. "  -Lynn Ascriz::,i 

version of this story appeared in the �Water­
ville Moming Sentinel and Kennebec Jou1'11al. 
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From the H i l l  J med ia  

A Path 
Less Traveled 

First-year reading reveals how diverse backgrounds color college 

Nothing you can't do if you set your mind to it," Barbara Jennings 
ad,,ise her son, Cedric, in rl Hope in tbe Unseen. And Cedric J en­

rungs puts his trust in that American ideal-work hard, keep your 
faith,  and you' l l  attain your goals .  He refuses to swallow his pride 
or succumb to the hopelessness prevalent in his inner-city neighbor­
hood. He dreams of finally getting somewhere he belongs, even if it's 
someplace he's ne,·er seen. 

Through Jennings's eyes, Wall Street Joumnl reporter Ron Suskind 
examines race, class, education and achie\'ement in America. This fal l  
. --!  Hope in tbe Unseen 11·as the first-year book selection for the Class of 
2 006. Dean of Faculty Ed Yeterian, who m·ersees the program ,  said 
he wa dra,1·n to rJ. Hope in tbe Unseen "because it dealt with general 
i ues of personal identity and the transition to college as wel l  as more 
specific issues of race and class." After reading the book over the sum­
mer, fir  t-year students took part in residence hall  discussions led by 
faculty members during orientation. 

The book was enlightening on the different ways diversity is 
percei1·ed, aid Jessica Varnum '06 of Presque Isle, Maine: "Every 
indi"idual in a community brings with him or her a set of predefined 
idea concerning identity and diversity." 

For Jennings, identity is based on character, not something that 
simply sets you apart, Like race. 

mer program for minorities before his senior year. But he can't relate 
to the self-assured, middle- and upper-nuddle class black and H ispanic 
kids around him. He learns "to be reserved, for fear of sl ipping into 
a mispronw1ciation or some embarrassing paroclualism,"  and despite 
continuous studying he struggles to keep pace acadenucal ly. 

"It just seems like there's no way to give kids like that credit for the 
distance they've a lready u·aveled," the program's director says. "This 
Cedric had to rw1 three more laps than the other kids, but he' l l  still 
be two laps behind, so he loses. "  

Despite raising his grades through sheer deternunation, ]ennings is 
told he's not i\ 1IT material .  "The thing is, I can work harder than other 
people," appeals Jennin gs. "\!\Then I real ly set my min d  to something, 
anyt!Ling, I can get there. It's about wanting it more in your heart." 

"That perspective, that belief, Cedric, is admirable, but it a lso can 
set you up for disappoinnnent," says the professor. "And, at the present 
time, it just doesn't seem to be enough."  

Even at  MlT there a re dreambusters. 
Bur Jennings proves this one wrong, too, by getting accepted at 

Brown. He must now learn to decipher w1familiar intel lecUial and 
cultural codes in the dorm (what is Ius roonunate talking about when 
he refers to "birding?") and in the classroom (who are Churchill  and 

F re u d ? ) .  J ennings wants to be j ust 
another guy, but feels alienated by class, u kind's nonfiction narrati1·e fol­

lows Jenning from his j unior year at  
impo\'erished,  crime-ridden B a l l o u  
. enior T I igh School in \Vashington, 
D. - . , tO the bewildering-and in some 
ways more th reatening-landscape of 
Br011 n lJni1·ersity. 

q 
A H o p e  i n  t h e  

race and his spiritual faitl1 . 
The sel f-imposed system of strict 

bow1da1ies and isola-tion tl1a t got] enning-s 
to Brown no longer works. To survive 
here he must learn to negotiate a truce 
bw.veen fitting in and being lumsel f. 

On the urface jennings Inight seem 
an urban �tati tic. He' the child of an 
un11 ed �ingJe mother and an WUili'Oh-ed, 
incan.:erated drug dealer. He knows to 
fi l l  up on lunch at school the week the 
rent mone1 i� due and to amid the bus 
�top� frequented b� gangs. But instead 
of accepnng this life as his lot, Jennings 
fighLs off t.he "dreambu�rcr;" arowl(l him. 
("' I he1 r fa1 orne line� arc 'you cannot' or 
·� ou 11 1 l l  nm, "' he �a�·�. ) \\ 'ith grit, 1 ision 
.md h1� mother'., faith in him and inJc�us, 
Jenmn!:-"' succeeds 111 a �chool 11 here being 
;lll ,Je;.ulemiC st.mdout IS not on!� �ociall� 
un.Kceptahle hut dangerous. 

Jennmg '., fir-,r glimpse of life out'>Ide 
his communi(\ comes ;l( <lll \ I n  sum-
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A Hope in the Unseen: An American Odyssey 

from the Inner City to the Ivy League 

By Ron Suskind 
Random House/Broadway Books ( 1998) 

A Hope iu tbe Unseen provides an 
inspiring lesson about sacrifice, persever­
ance and dreams wlule admonishing an 
unfair education system. Suskind's work 
is as m uch about how so many American 
children are set up to fail before the race 
even starts as it is about tl1e success of 
one exu·aordinary individual .  

For first-year students, the book 
provided insights into the different 
ways their c l a s s m a tes wi l l  perceive 
C o l by's  a c a d e m ic a n d  residentia l 
environment and the ways in which 
their diverse backgrounds will  color 
their experiences on Mayflower Hil l .  
-Alicia emiccolo i' vfncLeay '97 



Greenlaw Chronicles Life, Not Lobsters 

Catchiness aside, Tbe Lob.•ter Cbronic/e.r is a bit of a misnomer for 
Linda G reenlaw's second book. l ts subtitle, Life 011 n Ve1y Smn/1 lslflnd, 

hits the nail more squarely. I n  these essays, groupe I temporally around 
one lobster-fish ing season, Greenlaw '83 explores the challenge of liv­
ing in a tiny and dwindl ing colony seven miles off the Maine shore. 

Greenlaw was made famous by Sebasti<m ]unger's Tbe Pe1j'ect tor'lll, 
which called her the best sword boat captain on the Grand Banks. She 
went on to write her own memoir ofli fe among swordfish, Tbe l fung7]' 
Ocefln, and several years ago decided to return to her ancestral home, 
Isle au I l aut. Single and chi ldless-and hoping to change her status 
on both counts-she moved in with her parents and joined an island 
community of fewer than 5 0  souls. She bought a lobster boat, h ired 
h r father, James Greenlaw '57 ,  as her sternman and began to fish. 

Once a thriving community with four school districts, a population 
that supported several stores and a lobster-canning factory, Isle au l l<mt 
now almost l i tera l ly l ives and dies by lobstering, a legendarily taxing 
and difficult l ine of work. Greenlaw notes that the place does have its 
share of people who turn their faces to the salt spray, put their backs 
into haul ing traps and otherwise l ive up to the myth of the Maine 
lobsterman.  But the world she lescribes also is rife with gossip and 
feuds, pettiness, moral weakness, despair, anger and hopelessness. 

In short, G reenlaw chronicles a small community l ike many in 
Maine-proud of its past, contentious in i ts present, worried about 
i ts future . 

Greenlaw uses her own si tuation as a metaphor for the island's 
unknowable future. Is le au Haut's survival depends, she says, on being 
able to hold on to year-'rounders like her-they must make their l ives 
there, have chi ldren, protect the rich fishing grounds from encroach­
ment by off-islanders. And yet, at 40, with no el igible men in reach, 
Greenlaw is thinking about leaving the island again, going back "off­
shore" to fish.  She is bui lding a house-the island wil l  be home-but 
her dream of saving Is le au Haut probably won't come u·ue. 

She seems defiant-in a whistling-around-the-graveyard way-when 
tel l ing the story of Nicholas Barter, a descendant of tl1e island's first 
settler. Nicholas started lobstering when he was 6 and, for a time, he 
could barely be persuaded to leave the water's edge. Now 9, Nicholas 
hasn't pulled a trap in a year, and he enjoys Harry Potter books, his 
chemistry set and the Internet. But, Greenlaw says, Nicholas "has 
no intention" of forsaking his heritage, and he is "tl1e hope for the 
community's funn·e ."  

That's a lot of hope for one small boy, or for one grown woman. 
-Sflf6, Bflker 

The Lobster Chronicles: 

Life on a Very Small Island 

Linda Greenlaw '83 
Hyperion Books (2002) 

( recent releases ) 
Maine Lakes 

Photography by Chris Barnes 

Text by Sarah Stiles Bright '80 
Ma ine Lakes Conservancy Institute and  Tilbury House Publ ishers (2002) 

More than 100 pages of fu l l-color 

photographs by Barnes capture 

the deta i l  of Maine lakes i n  a l l  

s e a s o n s .  B r i g h t ' s  t h o u ghtfu l 

essays and c losing poem reflect 

her own affinity and affection for 

the water. ( "This 1s not my home, 

but it is, I rea l ize ,  my place . " )  She 

also describes the need to under­

stand,  sustain and protect Maine 

lakes and their  communities that led her and her husband to found 

the Maine Lakes Conservancy I nstitute in  1999. 

21 Dog Years: Doing Time @ Amazon. com 

Mike Daisey '96 
Simon & Schuster/The Free Press (2002) 
When a fledgl ing Amazon.com recru ited temp workers in  1998, it 

gave a s imple d irective-send us your freaks. Daisey arrived and 

ascended from lowly temp to customer service rep to business 

development hustler. Based on h is popular off-Broadway show, 21 
Dog Years chronicles Daisey's adventures at the world 's  largest 

bookstore-where he says he learned to " s lavishly love ideal i stic 

mouth breathers, 60-hour weeks and the cult of personal ity that is 

Jeff Bezos."  

American Colonies 

Alan Taylor '77 
Vik ing (200 1 )  

American Colonies is  the first volume in  the 

Penguin History of the United States series 

(edited by Eric Foner, son of the late Colby 

professor Jack Foner). The book begi ns 

1 5 , 000 years ago , w ith N at ive Ameri­

can settlement, and proceeds to 1820, 

through thousands of years of conquest 

and reconquest of lands and civi l izations. 

Pul itzer Prize-winner Taylor demonstrates 

the ways in  which the clash and meshing 

of cu ltures-Native , Afric a n  and E u ro­

pean-molded the modern Un ited States.  

Staged Narrative: Poetics and the Messenger in Greek Tragedy 

James Barrett (classics) 

University of Cal ifornia Press (2002) 
While the messenger is  a fa m i l iar inhabitant of Greek tragedy, one 

of the most studied forms of ancient literature, the role has received 

l ittle critical attention .  With the works of Sophocles, Euripides and 

Aeschylus as i l lustration, Barrett explains that the messenger speaks 

with a unique voice on the tragic stage-a voice whose truth and 

authority is  final ly being questioned and exam ined by one critic .  
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From the H i l l  I facu lty 

His Gift 
Was Language 

A century ago John Hedman brought 
romance to languages at Colby 

He was five feet, eight inches in  height, 1 -+0 pounds, a Baptist, a 
Republican; his  cow1tenance was "cunning" and his character 

"foxy," says the '95 Omcle. H is favorite employment was "exercise on 
the plain "-he was a basebal l  star-and he was "fit for leg pul l ing." I n  
response to the question " Relation to the opposite sex," h e  reported, 
"Got a gi rl . "  His  hij inks with classmates as well as his athletic u·iumphs 
were reported in the Echo. His name also appears in programs for musi­
cal and oratory events, and he helped his debate team win competitions. 
Grade books reveal his excellence in course work. 

E1c idently John Hedman, Class of 1 895 ,  caught the attention of 
Colby's faculty. pon graduation he was offered a post as assistant 
in structor in  modern languages and he began teaching French 
cia ses that eptember. Seven years l ater President Charles \Nhite 
reported to the trustees tl1at Hedman was "doing the entire work 
of the French Department in a most satisfactory manner," adding 
that I ledman was "qual i fied to introduce courses in  Spanish,  I ta l i an ,  
\ 1  edi h and Old ;-..;orse" (and presumably to offer courses in Greek, 
� ince he also wa l i sted in the course catalogue as i nstructor of Greek 
in I 96- 1 99). That same spring of 1 902 Hedman taught an e lective 
Spanish grammar course for juniors and seniors-the first Spanish 
cia�� at ,olby. 

On it� I OOth anni1·ersary th is year, Hedman's basic Spanish course 
had e1 oln:d into a curriculum of more than 20 courses in Spanish 
language, l i terature and culture as well as a program of study abroad. 
\� predicted b) rhe Ecbo I 00 years ago, Spanish became increasingly 

popular, and the thri1·ing , pan ish Department today is a lasting u·ibute 
to Col b) \ liN profes�or of Spanish, whose multil ingual abil ities would 
gah �1 11 1 1e the reaching of modern languages at the College. 

l l edman 1• a� an immigr<lnt .  Born in ndersaker, Sweden,  on 
Ottober 1 5 , I '6 ' , he came ro \ Ia ine in 1 87 1  with his parents and 
older brother, pan of the third 11 a1 e of settlers enticed by the state to 
populate \romwok Count) . The family e1·entual ly owned a farm in 
rhe land gr;lnt �enlemem of "'\e11 S11 eden. 
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John Hedman 

wed ish was spoken at home and in the communi ty. J ohn and his 
younger brother attended high school in nearby Caribou, where they 
learned Engl ish and perhaps were introduced to French. 

J l edman entered olby in September 1 89 1 ,  just shy of age 2 3 .  
From his first days, he distinguished himself in his classes, in the Delta 



New to the Hill  

Fou r  new facu lty members who greeted 

students return ing to c lasses this fa l l  were 

h i red on cont inu ing (tenure-track) contracts. 

C a rleen Mandolfo (re l ig ious studies)  i s  

a spec i a l i st in  t h e  H ebrew Bib le .  Mandolfo 

earned her B.A.  from Cal ifornia State U niver­

sity and an M.A.  from Jesuit School of Theology 

at Berkeley. Her Ph. D .  is from Emory University, 

where her d issertation was titled "The Dia­

logue Between Faith and Experience: Voicing 

in Psalms of Lament. " 

Mandolfo bri ngs seven years of teaching 

experience to Colby. She is fluent in  Hebrew, 

Aramaic, Akkadian, Ugaritic, Greek, German and 

French. She has three books in progress. 

Walter Hatch (government) i s  a former jour­

nal ist whose experience incl udes stints with 

CBS News and The Seattle Times, where he 

was a business and political reporter. 

H atch ,  a graduate of Macalester Col lege, I nternal M igration,  and Occ u pational  Mobi l ity 

went on to earn an M .A. in international stud- in Victorian Brita i n "  and " Estimating Labour 

ies from Cornel l  Un iversity and a Ph .D.  in  pol iti- M arket Matching Function s . "  Long has three 

cal economy from the U niversity of Seattle.  He works in  progress on labor mob i l ity in  the U . K. 

has taught at the University of Washington and and U . S .  

in  Japan a n d  is  the author o f  Asia in Japan 's Laura Chakravarty Box (theater a n d  dance) 

Embrace: Building a Regional Production Alii- was a visit ing guest artist at Colby last spring. 

ance. He has contributed to books on Asian She earned an A.A. in  theater from Los Angeles 

technology and Vietnam's place in  Japan ' s  City Col lege, a B . A .  i n  l inguistics from Cal ifor-

Regional Production Al l iance. nia State University, an M .A. in  drama from San 

He reads and speaks Japanese fluently. Diego State U n iversity and a P h . D .  i n  theater 

Jason Long (economics) earned his B.A.  in from the U n iversity of Hawa i i .  

economics from Wheaton Col lege and h i s  M .S. Box taught at San Diego State a n d  the Uni-

and Ph.D.  in economics from Northwestern versity of Hawai i  and was a post-doctoral fellow 

U n ivers ity. Long's  specia lties inc lude eco- at Deep Springs Col lege. She has published 

nomic h istory, labor economics and appl ied four books on North African women 's theater, 

econometrics.  He taught for three years at d i rected seven plays and has extensive stage 

Northwestern before coming to Colby. experience in about 20 plays. She is fluent in  

His published papers include " U rbanization, French and fam i l iar with Arabic and Japanese. 

Kappa Epsilon fraternity and on the "base-bal l"  squad. As a young man, 
H edman played on his town's team against neighboring communities 
in Sunday afternoon games that sometimes involved a round-trip walk 
of 1 5  to 20 miles. He often traveled back to New Sweden, where he 
became known as " Professor John." 

began studies of Spanish and I tal ian; his final achievement was winning 
the prestigious competitive Sorbonne prize in 1 900. 

Hedman had the opportunity to remain in Paris for a doctoral degree 
but elected to return to Colby for the 1 900- 1 90 1  school year to teach 
French. His $900 salary as associate professor of modern languages was 
raised the next year. His genuine interest in students was noted, and he 
was, as President Lincoln \Nl1ite said, "a Colby alw1111us . . .  and peculiarly 
in touch with the spirit and temper of the institution ."  In J une 1 902, 
when he was doing "the entire work of the French Depar011ent" and 
already had taught the first Spanish course, Hedman was promoted to 
professor of romance languages at a salary of $ 1 ,500. 

The 1 890s were critical in Colby's move from the "classical cou.rse"­
which emphasized Greek and Latin-to a curriculum involving modern 
languages. Throughout the 1 9th centmy, many educational institutions 
in the United States debated the continued relevance of Greek and 
Latin to modern l ife.  Colleges and universities worried about appearing 
archaic to parents of potential students. Nineteenth-century French 
authors and the 1 889 Exposition in Paris stimulated interest in French 
culture and the French language. Knowledge of German became criti­
cal in scientific research, and new immigration patterns and the 1 898 
Spanish-American vVar drew attention to the Spanish language. 

All of these factors led both smal l  and large institutions to incorpo­
rate modern languages-French, German and then Spanish-into the 
curriculum and eventual ly to move some Greek and Latin courses to 
elective status. The Colby catalogue shows an increase in French and 
German offerings through the 1 890s. The term "romance languages" 
first appeared in the 1 90 1 - 1 902 course catalogue. 

In 1 899 Colby trustees granted Hedman a year's leave, al lowing 

him to attend the University of Paris for professional development. 
In  h is fi rst m1iversity class, which had nine other students, he strove 
to attain " Parisian fluency" and was selected to be toastmaster at the 
semester-end banquet because of his excellence in French. He also 

H edman's first wife, Alice Mabel Bray '95, the "girl" referred to in 
the Omcle-died at 28 in October 1 897, less than three months after 
they were married. 

Hedman's marriage to DeLa (Delice)Jane H.iscock '0 1 of Damariscotta 
on July 22,  1 902, followed his return from Paris and promotion to Colby 
professorship. She would survive her husband by only five years. 

John Hedman died suddenly in 1 9 1 -t  of typhoid pneumonia at the 
age of 46. "'Then construction of a new dorn1itory began in I 9 1 5  on 
Colby's campus in downtown Watervil le, trustees readily agreed on a 
name for tl1e new building: H edman Hal l .  

The building no longer stands. I ts sole surviving artifact, a plaque 
in the Pugh Center on Mayflower Hi l l ,  remembers the man whose 
exn-aordinaty talents sparked Colby's embrace of modern languages at 
the end of the 1 9th century. -Pm Burdick, special collections librarian, 
aud Luis Mil/ones, assista77t p1·ojessor of Spau ish 
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T���4er, fami ly and " men who hang in"  

Professor of Sociology Teny 
Am1dell has taught sociology 
nt Colby, fowsing on gender 
and fmnily ismes, since 1 99-1. 
She spoke to Colby about her 
u:ork, her students and om· 
changing wlture. 

What is the interest that students have in these gender and family 

issues, when they aren't that far from being boys or girls themselves? 

Both the young women and young men students a re sti l l  reflecting 
on their own ex'Periences and sti l l  trying to sort their way through 
into adulthood, so they're real ly  caught, I think, in terms of gender 
identi ty and w1derstanding, rea l ly on a cusp. General ly my ex'Peri­
ence has been that the women are actual ly more thoughtful at this 
point and more open, boundaries are more permeable. College-age 
men are much more locked into conventions of mascul inity. 

There is a difference? 

Gender class mostly attracts women. \Vhat I always find interesting 
is that women are especial ly interested in trying to understand men. 
And I'm talking about straight women here. \t\Te have an increas­
ingly vi ible population of lesbian women, too. Often tl1eir interests 
are different in terms of gender issues. But a l l  my friends who teach 
gender, we often find that one of the motivating reasons for coming 
into the class for women is to try to w1derstand men, especial ly men's 
exual l ives. That's \'ery generational ,  I think, very much age related. 

Do they find the other gender perplexing? 

Yeah.  And al luring and a l l  of those things. And especial ly the women, 
because of the culture at the moment, coming in  and hoping to find 
a way to ha,•e it a l l .  They want the perfect career, the perfect house, 
the perfect children, the perfect spouse. And of course, you look at 
\mcrican ociety-you can't have all that at once, generally. The 

'' ork \1 orld is ti l l  et up for non-parents, basical ly. 

The students realize that before they get there? 

I don't think they real ize it before, but tl1ey begin to realize it as they 
read more and more. Of cour e a few students wi l l  have famil ies 
11 here i t  �ccm� to be handled 1·ery smoothly and easily. But that's 
le�� and less common, too . .\ lany students come from single-parent 
fami lies 11 here the truggles were ob1•ious, one parent having to do 
tt a l l .  Other students 11 ill come from famil ies with two parents, both 
11 orkmg long hour�. o they had some personal  experience. 

So what is the traditional family? Or is that a misnomer? 

I t  ts  a mt nomer. \ ou ti l l  usc it in the culture, and even sociology 
shares the haste definition that  it\ the father/husband who is the 
fu l l -tunc prm tder, mother/11 ife is homemaker and mother fu l l  time, 
and then thctr offspnng or adopted children. I think that data ho11 
no11 tlur n\ less than one in s t\  t hat fits that model .  Tn fact, I expect 
that  one I ll S l \  I S  Cl en htgh, that t f � OU L<ltCh fami l ies at an)' partiCU­
lar potnt 1 11 t une, � ou'd sec C\ Cn fe11 er famil ies. 

36 8 • F A  

Do you find your teaching evolving as the culture evolves? 

I hope. Otherwise I'm an anachronism, right? I was thinking about 
tllis tllis morning. I 've taught gender for years now and I 've a lways 
included some on sexual ity and sexual  variations but only in the l ast 
couple of years has that become a key component. In fact, now I 
offer a course in sexual ity. That's very much reflective, I tl1 ink, of  
where the discipline is  headed but  a lso the culture. \tVe're tal king 
much more explicitly about sexual ity. 

Do you think that's true at Colby right now with the recent activism 

and call for "queer studies" offerings? 

Yeah,  I actual ly think we're behind.  Queer politics has been going 
on for a decade at major institutions. \iVe're somewhat behind, but 
we're probably on par with other smal l  l i beral a rts colleges. I t  would 
be i nteresting to know tl1at. 

In  the gender course, what do students want to know? 

couple of things, and I actual ly broaden it for them. 1 ot biologi­
cal but socio-cultural consu·ucts. So I think tl1at's the fundamental 
question. How is it we raise boys and girls in this culture to become 
who tl1ey are? Or is it inevitable that they become who tl1ey are? . . .  
They're very interested in interpersonal  d)mamics, the pop culture 
tiling, "Men are from N l a rs, women are from Venus." Our students 
have seen a lot of pop TV So they've seen a lot of mi ngs tl1at are of 
interest to the general population. 

Is  that a change? 

That's changed some. I tllink because there a re more tal k  shows 
ava i lable, h igh schoolers are watclling more TV than they were even 
six, eight years ago. And prime-time TV deals ,vith some of these 
issues in a way it didn't in tl1e past. 

So they have some exposure? 

Yeah, the women are interested in  issues about employment and tl1e 
wage gap. Many come believing tl1at most of that is corrected and 
resolved, a lthough they have some awareness that the gender d iffer­
ence is sti l l  institutional ized and embedded i n  our structures. But I 
think they're surprised and sobered by tl1e materia l  we cover to see 
how extensive it sti l l  is, particularly in  the workplace.  Yes, tl1ere have 
been gains, but some estimates say it  will be three hundred to five 
hundred years before women have parity witl1 men in tl1e workplace, 
the gains have been so slow. 

What's the reaction of men in the class? 

It's a struggle.  \Vitl1 the gender class, one of the chal lenges is that 
we not make the men defensive, that tl1ey don't become tl1e token 
representatives of man hood in the culture, that they're also enteri ng 
the structures, they haven't determined them. But actua l ly often­
times the men who come into the classes a re somewhat progressive 
in attitude and approaches. One of the things I'd rea l ly l ike to see 
is the classes become more equitable in terms of representation of 
men and women so that fa mi ly, sexual ity, gender, a l l  these courses 
become a l ittle more balanced. So 1 admire the men who hang in .  
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Passing the 

Screen Test 
Waterville  festival 's reputation grows as luminaries come calling 

It's day six of the fi fth annual Maine 
I nternational Fi lm Festival ,  and fes­

tival programmer and Rail road Square 
Cinema partner Ken Eisen '73 leads a 
caravan of cars out of the dusty theater 
parking lot to a dinner party at his home 
in Fairfield.  Eisen occasionally turns to 
chat with his passenger and dinner guest, 
who is in town to receive the Mid-Life 
Achievement Award later that night at 
the \t\Tatervi l le Opera House. 

out and just experience-so therefore 
they're seeing great fi lms .  And that's 
fantastic. That's a l l  you could ever ask 
for as a film programmer." 

Or as the founder-with Gail Chase 
'H and Leah G i rardin ( formerly an  
aud iovisua l  spec i a l i st a t  Col by) a n d  
others-of a cinema that was built in an 
unused warehouse, burned Aat once and 
rebuilt thanks to an outpouring of sup­
port from the community. 

That support conti nues  to grow 
as an ever-widening circle of friends 
endorses the cinema and the summer 
fi lm festival associated with it-run by 
the nonprofit Friends of Art and Film in 
Cenn·al Maine. The festival delivers "the 
sustenance of art," which "keeps us in 
any way sane and growing and human," 
Eisen said. And that means more than 
j ust a summer blockbuster movie. 

The guest:  Oscar Award-wi nn ing 
d i rector, producer a n d  screenwri ter 
Jonathan Demme (Silence of the Lambs, 
Philadelphia, Somethi11g Wild, Stop Mak­
i17g Sense). Unl ikely company in central 
Maine? Perhaps, but in Waterville, where 
Demme chatted at length with filmgoers 
after the U .S .  premiere of his new docu­
mental)', The Ag;ronomist, nobody acted 
star sn·uck. In fact, in the four years since 
Colby last checked in on the festival, the 
presence of fi 1m makers of Demme's stat­
ure has become de riguem·. J onathan Demme with his Mid-Life Achievement Award at 

Last summer it meant packed houses 
for the festival ,  highl ighted by Demme's 
appearance .  The  n i gh t E i sen  took 
Demme home for dinner in Fairfield, 
guests i nc luded the H a it ian nove l i st 

Direcror Terrence Malick (The Tbin the 2002 Maine I nternational Fi lm Festival in  Watervi l le. 

Red Line) and acu·ess Sissie Spacek (In the 
Bed1·oom) are among those who have come to 
vVatenri l le to accept Mid-Life Achievement 
Awards in previous years. This has helped 
bui ld  the Maine festival 's reputation in the 
film world.  "Jonathan Demme was very famil­
iar with us and honored to get the Mid-Life 
Achievement Award," Eisen said. "That sort 
of lets you know you're somewhere." 

And where are they? Central Maine,  of 
course, but also at the hub of what is increas­
ingly a favored stop for movie buffs. This year 
fi lmgoers from 26 states and 1 1  cow1n·ies con­
verged on \Vatervi l le  to take in the offerings 
of a festival that is truly international. 

Demme's The Apw10mist, a work in prog­
ress, follows the l ife of J ean Leopold Domi­
nique, the Hai tian journalist and founder of 

Radio Haiti L1ter. The May 2000 assassination 
of Dominique remains unsolved. 

This year's program included unusual  
films from I celand, J apan, Hungary, I ndia,  
Denmark and France. Audience members 
voted the Tunisian film Sati11 Rouge as best 
film of the festiva l .  Also featured were nine 
Vietnam-related films and a concert perfor­
mance by the Bi l ly Bang Sextet, a jazz band 
partially composed of vets, and a Vietnam War 
symposium that opened up a l ively political 
discussion. 

Audiences opened themselves up as wel l .  
"i\ 1ovie audiences are far more consen•ative 
and cautious in what they go to see [during the 
year] , "  Eisen said. "Film festivals, conversely, 
have been a war in which people are wi l l ing 
to throw caution to the wind-try things 

Edwidge Danticat,  author of Kl"ik l Kmk! 
and Buath, Eyes, ,vfem01)', and the l ate Dom­
inique's surviving daughter, 1 atal ie, visiting 
from Haiti .  Also in the group was Francois 
Bugingo, a journalist with Reporters \Vithout 
Borders, an organization participating in the 
search to uncover the parties responsible for 
Dominique's death. 

The guests are artists and passionate profes­
sionals, not celebrities-a distinction Eisen, 
who teaches fi lm during Jan Plan at Colby, 
is well aware of. "\Ve don't ever want to be a 

undance," he said. "That's definitely not a 
goal .  \\'e have no desire to ha\·e lots of glitzy 
star and the starlets in bikinis on the beach­
that isn't here, that isn't going to happen."  
-Colleen Creeden '02 
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Another Record Year for Alumni Contributions 
Despite nati om,-ide concerns about phi lanthropic support 

for colleges and universities as the economic dO\mrurn slogged 
i nto i ts second year, contributions to Colby's Alumni Fund 
continued strong in 200 1 -02 . Alumni set a record for cash 
contributed and extended to four years their streak of at  least 
50 percent participation. 

Colby remains in  a select group of insti tutions that receive support 
from more than half of thei r  alumni.  

Contributions to the Alumni Fund go directly to the Col lege's 
operating budget. \Nith an endowment that ranks in the lower third 
among the NESCAC colleges, and with a conservative approach to 
spending endowment income, "the annual fund is very important to 
the funding of the education we're providing here," said David Beers 
'85 ,  director of annual giving. 

Alumni contributed 53 , 3 1 8, 1 60 to the fund last year, a 7 . 5  per­
cent increase from 2 000-0 1 .  \Vith a 5 1  percent participation rate, 

Future Takes Shape with Plans for Alumni Center 

Fo u r  n e w  b u i l d i n gs a re e n v i s i o n e d  on will open up much-needed space for addit ional  i n  the coming months to advance the project 

Mayflower H i l l  in the 10 to 15 years covered by faculty offices as well,  a l leviating overcrowding across the goa l  l ine:' 

The Plan for Col by, and the fi rst-a new a l u m n i  i n  a d m i n istrative and academic departments. The other three building projects proposed in 

and deve l o p m e n t  center-is a l ready o n  the "Construction won't begin unti l  we have sue- The Plan for Colby include a science bui ld ing, a 

drawing board. ceeded in  ra ising the money to cover construe- m usic instruction and performance space and a 

The strategic planning init iative that provided t i o n  a n d  an endowment to offset operating social sciences and interdisciplinary studies center. 

a framework for the College's foreseeable growth costs; said Randy Helm, vice president for col- Next up on that list is l ikely to be the social sci-

recognized needs for three new academic bui ld- lege re lations. "We are ha lfway to that goa l ,  a n d  ences building, referred t o  i n  T h e  P l a n  for Colby 

ings and the alumni  center. The latter will give we expect to be talking to a n u m ber of a l u m n i  as a center for p u b l i c  and i nternational affairs. 

a lumni  a more central presence on campus in a 

facility designed to accommodate a lumni  func­

tions as well as certain other events that don't 

easily fit into existing venues on campus. The 

center will be located across Mayflower H i l l  Drive 

from the F.W. Olin Science Center, roughly between 

Lunder House (admissions) and the Hi l l  House (the 

guest house behind the tennis courts). 

Ann Beha Architects, a firm from Boston, was 

selected in  the spring to design the faci l ity, and 

early schematic designs show a bui lding of about 

26,500 square feet located away from the road, 

near the tree l ine. Refinements of the design were 

being hammered out t h is fal l  by the arch itects 

working with a bui lding committee that i ncludes 

Phil Wysor '70, a member of the Alumni Council  

executive committee who serves as liason to the 

Alumni  Counci l ,  and several a lumni  staff mem­

bers. Trustees were expected to review placement 

of bui ldings at their October meeting. 

In add ition to providing function space, the 

a l u m n i  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  center w i l l  h o use 

offices of the College Relations Division-alumni  

relations, development a n d  com m u n ications. 

Moving those administrators out of quarters in 

Eustis and M i l lett wi l l  free up space for other 

a d m i n istrative offices now housed in  Lovejoy. 

Other sh ifts w i l l  create a domino effect that 
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Landscape Arch itects Visua l ize "The Colby Green" 

Architects involved in the campus master plan project (Shepley Bulfinch) and the fi rst 

new building, the alumni center (Ann Beha Architects), got together with a team from 

Reed-Hilderbrand Landscape Archjtecture in September, and possible shapes of the 

2 1 st-century Colby campus began to come into better focus. 

First and foremost among landscaping design 

challenges is how to maintain harmony with the 

rather formal design of the exjsting campus as new 

buildings are sited east of Mayflower Hi l l  Drive. 

Part of the solution is a concept cal led "The Colby 

Green," modeled on a town common and l ikely to 

feature an el l iptical lawn across the road from the 

Mil ler Library terraces. That shape, and n·ees and 

plantings around it, would knit together the exjsting Lunder admissions bui lding, the 

proposed alumni and development bui lding and two of the acadenlic buildings envisioned 

in Tbe ?Inn for Colby-an interdisciplinary social sciences center and a psychology/math/ 

computer science bui lding. 

Putting academic bui ldings across MayAower H i l l  Drive "changes the picrure, 
maybe even changes the center of gravity of the campus," said landscape architect Gary 
Hi lderbrand at a campus forum in October. Reed-Hi lderbrand proposed a series of zones 
of different character including the formal, beaux arts precinct of the existing quadrangles; 
a greensward of rougher lawn and trees; managed woodlands; open meadows and fields; 
and more di,·erse woodlands including the arborenm1. 

Reed- l l i lderbrand showed aerial photos of the campus taken in the early 1 960s that 
howed linle tree CO\'er in the de,·eloped part of campus and pasture from the Mi ller Library 

lam1 to '. l essalonskee tream. "1\'othing is static in a landscape," I- :I i l clerbrand said .  
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