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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Many of society's problems today are attributed to the
prevalent secular, rather than a spiritual, orientation of the
State. Such an assertion involves one in the age-old contro-
versy of the relationship of spiritual and secular powers to
the existing State, or the people., At times, as in the Middle
Ages or pre-Davidic Israel, the spiritual powers have ruled,
and, in the broad sense of the word, the Church was the State.t
At other times, as in Soviet Russia today, the spiritual aspect
has been almost entirely eliminsted and a secular Government
has become the State. In addition to these, there are many
examples of various degrees of compromise between the two po-
sitions. No matter what disagreement there might be as to
which orientation is to be preferred, one must acknowledge that
the sclutions to the problems of the States of the world ftoday
must come through harmonious cooperation of both. Since one
is aware of the present relationship of the spiritual and
secular powers in the State, and since the degree of success

that has been achleved in dealing with world problems is guite
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obvious, a study of the Oxford Movement in early nineteenth
century Englend will permit one to examine a different ex-
pression of this relationship and its affect on State conditions.
In the period immediately preceeding the Oxford Movement,
the Church was quite lax and, through neglect of its dutiles,
had become corrupt to the extent that it commanded very little
_respect from the people, to say nothing of being considered
an instrument through which the State might satisfy its many
needs, As a result, the supremacy of the secular powers went
almost unchallenged. Their philosophy was the rationalistic
Utilitarianism of Bentham, Over a period of time this had led
to the belief that the reslization of human nature was to be
achieved through the adaptation and development of the world's
material resources to the greatest possible satisfaction of
cne's personal pleasures, The result wes a narrow, self-orien-

tated view of the world which eventually became "the equation,

o

of man, with the ultimate spiritual principle of the universe."
Not only did the Utiliterian philosophy bring about a new esti-
mate of the nature of man, but it then proceeded to remake the
institutions designed for a socliety which had emphasized man-
kind's spiritual personality. It was against this modification
which the men of the Oxford Movement rebelled., Willlam George

Feck, in his The Social Implications of the Oxford Movement,

seems to have arrived at the same conelusion:
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"The essential nsture of the 'liberslism!
against which the Tractarians strove was not
the desire for liberation from unprincipled
auntocracy, unfalr privilege, or class superi-
ority, but something subversive,...of the
painfully preserved sanctities of man's exis-
tence. It was the belief that the human
future might be conducted upon a basis of
sheer experimentalism. It is a basis which,
...denied any spiritual significance,...in
human personality and socliety. Such secu-
larized humanism, devoid of any firm dogma
of man, comes at length to regard only the
phenomenal values of personality.... A man
mast now prove his worth for this world. In
the result, it is unable to convince any man
that he is worth very much. It brought the
modern plutocracy and the conseguent confusicn
and loss of human value and direction.™

But if this was the nsiture of life presented to the

nation by the secular powers, then why did not the people turn
to the spiritual orientation traditionally offered by religion?
Part of the answer was that orthodexy no longer effectively
communicated its spirituality and that the Nonconformist ex-
pression which dominated the religious world, Evangelicalism,
was little different from Benthamism in this respect.” Both
Utilitarianism and Evangelicalism were centered around the
individual, usually developing a selfish orientation, They
both considered the secular Government the proper authority

to reform the Church., And both were indifferent to organiza-
tion, tradition, history, and often, spiritual inspiration.5
Thus, even religion directed the people along secular channels,
In an attempt to remedy this situation, the men at Oxford

initiated the Oxford Movement, In seeking an alteration of
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the existing Church - State relationship, and by defining more
clearly what the Church represented, the Movement attempted to
offer the State the spiritual orientation which the Church had
presented in the past.

In other studies the Oxford Movement has been treated
largely in terms of the biographies of the men involved, as an
ill-defined series of circumstances assocciated with the Anglican
Church in the nineteenth century, or as a mere device to give
an historical basis to abstract speculations on the development
of the philosophies of man in the past few centuries. In con-
trast, this study will be confined to an abstraction of the
major themes of the Movement, with a description of how they
were developed through the interaction of the ideas and actions
of the men commonly accepted as the leaders of the Oxford Move-
ment, In the concluding chapter the liberty has been reserved
to make several generalizations as to the significance of the

Movement in its time and for men today.
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CHAPTER II

THE HISTORICAL SETTING OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT

Since in its earliest stages the Oxford Movement was
ccncerned with the relationship of Church and State, to sepa-
rate the Movement from other expressions of the Church - State
struggle in the past would limit and distort one's understand-
ing of its many implications. Because the mature Movement also
concentrated on overcoming the effects of Utilitarian Liberelism,
one must also consider the effect of this philosophy on nine-
teenth century English life to grasp the full significence of
the Movement in its own century and for the modern world.

From the very beginning the Christian Church was sub-
servient to, and dependent upon,the secular powers, Without
the superior Roman military might, Christianity perhaps dever
would have replaced the more barbaric and deep-rooted religious
expressions of the province of Britain.l In the Anglo-Saxon
period, insularity, dlstance from Rome, slowness of communica-
tion, and the strong resistance of pagan forms of religion, in
addition to the dependence upon temporal rulers, all strained
the ties with Rome and the position of the Church grew no
stronger, For a time this trend was reversed in the Middle
Ages, With the support of the strong arm of William the Con-

queror, the Church seemed to gain new strength.2 William
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brought elements of the feudal system of the continent to
England, which included the heightened prestige of the Church,
In the establishment of Convocation, a representative body of
the clergy in the House of Lords, the Church even seemed to
have gained the power to aid in determination of some cf the
policies of the secular rulers. However, the opposite was
true, for it was the Government which gained by this develocp-
ment. Now not only the sovereign, but Parliament as well, wuas
in a position to influence the policies of the Church. This
growing secularization of the Church led to many corruptions.
Pluralities, papal indulgences, and the sale of relics were
but a few of these, Such corruptions led to the rise of
Henry VIII's power over the Church and enabled him to bring
sbout the radical alterations in the relationship of Church
and State which resulted in the birth of the Anglican Church,
With Henry VIII "the church in England" became "the
English Church." This represented a complete alterasticn of
the Church - State problem. The Church was now an English in-
stitution, no longer an integral part of the Church universel,
Not only did the parliament of 1529-1536 sever the bonds of
Rome, but, in effect, 1t established the supremacy of the
fovernment over the English Church.> Papal power was extir-
pated by stetute and the king's title became "Supreme Head in
esrth of the Church." The persecutions by Mary Tudor merely
served to test this new Church - State relationghip, whereas

Queen Ellzabeth and succeeding soverelgns continued the
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"Reformation" already begun, A court of High Commissions was
nominated as a high ecclesiastical tribunal, and the Act of
Uniformity end the thirty-nine Articles were accepted by
Convocation in 1562 and enacted by Parliament in 1571. All
these factors were instrumental in forming the body of a strong
national Church with a lasting character of its own.

In the seventeenth century the Church and its corrup-
tions became associated with absolutism as a result of ifs
support of the "Divine Right" theory of the Stuarts. In re-
payment for its support of the Crown, in 1673 the Test Act was
passed in protection of the Church, A reaction arose in protest
against the tyranny which resulted from the close association
of the Church and the Crown, Its strength is clearly displayed
in the beheading of Archbishop Laud and King Charles I. Not
only was there strong opposition to this former relationship,
but, as might be seen in the rise of Puritanism and other
Nonconformist movements, there was an attempt to reinvigorate
religion itself by an over-all reform program, With the Act
of Succession of 1701, the King's title became dependent upon
the will of Parliament, destroying the theory of "Divine Right."
The power of religion having been partially separated from the
Government in the form of Nonconformist groups, this new free-
dom was further protected by the Toleration Act of 1689 and the
suspension of Convocation. Though the vitality of religion
had been snatched from the hands of the Crown, in the process

it had been also somewhat torn from the Church., Not yet firmly
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established in the hands of the youthful Nonconformist groups,
it was left largely to the menipulation of Parliament. The
Government was still the stronger in the struggle for supremacy.
By the eighteenth century the strength of orthodox reli-
gion had been reduced greatly. The Anglican Church was feeble
and inactive and was now even more an instrument of TFarliament.
Its clergy were lazy, dally services were discontinued, and
the Church fabric was neglected.u Communion was infreqguent
and holy days were disregarded. From 1717 to 1852 Convocation
existed only in nam.e.5 The Church's one praiseworthy quality
was its intellectual defense., In reaction to the neglect of
the nation's religion by orthodoxy, Nonconformist movements
arose with greater vigor than before, The ﬁajor expression was
the great Evangelical revival., This was said to have begun

with William Law's Serious Call in 1728.6 Influenced by Law

and his works, Jchn Wesley organized a group'that grew into

the mighty Methodist Movement which emphasized the necessity

of a living spiritual faith. Although this movement separated
from the Church, another developed which remained within the
fold., At the time of the Oxford Movement this new movement

was known as the Evangelical party.7 Evangelicalism empha-
slzed faith as an indiwvidual enterprise rather than as a means
of salvation by incorporation into an organized church. This
movement was one of the most dangerous threats the Church had
yet encountered., With the extension of toleration under George

ITI, an organized rationalistic protest appeared agesinst sub-
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seription to the thirty-nine Articles. Although the movement
was suppressed by 1772, it illustrates the extent to which the
Church suffered because of its subjection to the legislation
of the Government, Further destructive Utilitarian reactions
were temporarily checked by the French Revolution. This halted
the progress of secular rationallsm ané saved the Church from
even greater loss of power.8
In order to understand the position of the Church at
the time of the Oxford Movement, one should be aware also of
the general effect of Utilitariansism on other aspects of
English life in the nineteenth century.
The England which emerged from the French Revolution
was greatly different from the country which entered the war,
Instead of the expected "Peace and Prosperity", turmoil and
poverty existed throughout the country. An increased birth
rate and the return of servicemen brought about a large in-
crease in the popﬁlation. This in turn meant a larger labor
supply which, with the decreased demand for manufactured war
goods and the increased use of machinery in industry, led to
a serious unemployment problem and poverty among the laboring
classes. The'"protection policy" of the Tory party and the
inefficiency of the Foor Law at that time affected the agri-
cultural classes in a similar manner, The inevitable reaction
to these conditions took the form of strikes and machinery-
smashing demonstrations by the starving laborers, and riots
and rick-burning by the poorer farmers, The Tory administration

of Lord Liverpool led the Government which had to deal with
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these problems, Under George, Prince of Wales, it proved to
be narrow-minded and opposed to all measures of reform.9
Strikes and riots were treated as revolutionary conspiracies
against the Crown, rather than manifestations of poverty and
starvation., The Governments repressive policies were unneces-
sarily violent and unjust, leading to new protests and demon-
strations which added to the.general unrest of the country.10
In addition to the more violent changes in national
character, there were also more peaceful and subtle modifica-
tions, Individuals and society as a whole developed a new
moral concern which was expressed in a growing feeling against
drunkenness, foul language, and other vices. This 1s clearly
illustrated in the strong contempt for the Regent George,
Prince of Wales.ll Individuels freely and more willingly dis-
cussed their religious views, and a feeling of self-confidence
spread across the nation. These more mature and peaceful
modifications were soon carried over into the political area,
bringing about a change in the undesirable Tory administration.

The Liverpool ministry was replaced by younger, less reaction-

ary men who introduced policies much more in line with the
sadly needed domestic reforms. However, rather than solving
the problems of the nation, they merely brought about a split
in the Tory Party.lz
With the death of Canning, who had replaced Liverpool,
the Duke of Wellington became prime minister. Again, the Tory

policies were designed to avoid all constitutional change and

-\
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maintain the status guo. The unexpected weakness and yielding
of the Duke in difficulty, and his stubbornness in remaining
in office in defeat, eventually led to a change in hands of
the political power.13 At about the same time that Wellington
entered into office, a strong agitation developed objecting to
the abuses and corruptions of the Church in Ireland. Clergy
were appointed to positions which demanded no service, incomes
were out of proportion, and tax eollections weré unjust, Under
the able leadership of Daniel C'Connell the usual vieclent ex-
pression of Irish discontent proved too much for Welliington,
The Duke's first retreat was the repeal of the Test and Corpo-
ration acts in 1828, and his second was the carrying of Catholic
Emancipation in 1829. Because of these defeats, even Wellington's
most faithful followers refused to recognize his leadership. It
was but a short time before the Whigs were returned to power.lu
When one considers the change in the Govermment with the
parallel developments on the continent in mind, what seems to
be a mere change in ministries proves to be much more than that.
In 1830 the domination of Europe by the Holy Alliance was sud-
denly threateﬁed by popular risings in every region of the con-
tinent. Beginning in France, they spread through Fcland, Belgilum,
Spain, Portugal, Italy, and Germany. The political make-up of
the continent was changed almost overnight, Only with this in
mind does one grasp the full significance of the replacement

of Wellington by Grey. Except for brief interludes, the Tories
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had run the nation for as long as most Englishmen could remem-
ber. Now the Whigs were in command. What had been brought
about on the continent by armed viclence, had been accomplished
in England by the peaceful election of the Whigs to office.

One of the first and most importent accomplishments of
the Whig Government was the Reform Bill of 1832, This made the
franchise more uniform throughout the kingdom and removed many
other abuses of representation.l5 In effect this was to change
the basis of the Government from social to economic and bring
about the ascendency of the middle class to power, Utilitari-
anism was the philosophy of the middle class, and under the
guidance of its principles, many liberal reforms were introduced.
More humane working conditions were established by the Factory
Acts, and the Foor Laws were remodeled. In Ireland an attempt
was made to improve educational and religious conditions, Many
of the people expected the reforms to become increasingly more
radical until the nation was altered beyond recognition. The
more hysterical feared a revolution no less violent than that
of France.

"If protracted a little longer it would

probably have led to the gbolition of the

House of Lords and many other sudden and

destructive changes. To some peovle the

time-honoured constitution of England seemed

in danger; they prophesied that the Radicals

would sweep the Whigs in their train, and

carry universal sufferage, vote by ballot,

and the whole programme of complete demo-

cracy the moment that the great bill had

passed, There were even persons who made

wagers that the United Kingdom would cease 6
to be a monerchy before ten years were out." 1



wl

The Utilitarisns had come into power and everything was ex-
pected to bend to thelr will, This, then was the genersl
situation which confronted the Church in the nineteenth cen-
tury.

In its long, strenuous struggle throughout its history,
the Church had first won its freedcm from Rome; then had gained
its release from complete dependence on the sovereign; and now,
in the nineteenth century, found itself faced with the most
difficult of ell its undertakings, a simultaneous struggle with
parliament and with corrupt and rebellious elements within its
own ranks, To add to the difficulty, the more vivid memories
of the French Revclution had faded, decreasing the fear of
radical movements, thus confronting the Church with a newly
released, energetic Utilitarianism. The repeal of the Test Act
and the carrying of Catholic Emancipation represented major
geins by the enemies of the Church,17 Unorganized religion,
in the hands of powerful political figures, also had made
serious inroads upon former Church powers.

The previously described conditions are what prompted
those members of the Church residing at Oxford to rise to 1its
defense in what came to be called the Oxford Movement. Ra-
tionalistic Utiliterienism had almost completely destrcyed the
gecurity, unity, and order found in the long tradition of
Christianity; which to the people at this time was represented
' by the English Church, Tt was thus all that Christianity re-

. presented end the corresponding Church - State rgltionship pro-
tecting it which the members of the Oxford Movement hoped to

. preserve.
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CHAPTER III
RELIGIOUS CONDITIONS IN THE 1830'S

The tensions between Church and State which produced
the Cxford Movement may be seen in a study of the institutional
and spiritual charecter of the Church 1ln the years immediately
rreceding the Movement,

A gencral survey of this era reveals a small but grow-
ing minority of Roman Cstheclics and 2 much larger minority of
Frotestant dissenters, In general the dlssenters belonged
to the ghopkeeping and middle classes of the towns., The poor
were for the most part pagan and superstitious with a thin
veneer of religious observance. The greatest part of the
population of the country districts and a2lmost the whole_upper
class supperted, externsally at lezst, the established Church.l

Clerical life had become lax, differing greatly from
that of the Church founders., A reasonably sccurate pcrtrait
of the typical clergyman of the day may be found in the novels
of Jane Austen.2 1In genersl, he was the patriesrch of his
rarish, as well as its ruler, doctor, lawyer, and teacher,

He thought of himself as primarily & minister of morals, rsther

than as one possessed of mysterious powers received of Christ
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on his crdination as his smbsssador. The worst hunted, fished,
drank, snd gambled during the week, behaving much like the
ordinary townsman. In faet, in parts of England and Wales,
drunkenness was a very common vice ameng the clergy.3 Cn
Sunday they mumbled through the habitual meaningless service.
The majority, however, led a family life of worldly simplicity
end purity. They were kindly, gentle-mennered, generous,
refined and intelligent individuvals, content to live their
lives much as thelr ancestors had dcne before themj* They had
an exaggerated fear of fanaticism and a hely horror of cant.
If they had thought ocut their theological position, most would
have classified themselves as Low Churchm.en.5 They seldon
claimed oriestly vowers of absolution and feared Rome =nd any
approach to Romen cdoctrine., They held and taught a cold,
negetive Frotestantism, deadening to the imagination and stu-
diously repressive to the emoctions, This "faith" made little
demand on the conscience, or claim on the life, of the laity.

"Under its chilling touch toetry, love, high

iceal, noble aspiration, largeness of concep-

tion, breadth of theological grasp, historical

sympathy, sense of mission, power of sacrifice

faded out of the larger part of the Lnglish

Church, 2nd left in their plsces but a decorous
sense of duty and &z sleepy routine of practise.™

6
The result of this degenerate clergy was a correspondingly
slumbering national Church,

Without strong spiritusl leadership many secular cor-

ruptions apreared in the Church., OCne of these invelved patron-

age and property. As & result of long neglect of a strict
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adherence fto the idealistic dictates of conscience, Church
patronage had fallen largely into the hands of the land-
holding class snd was often used to maske provision in life
for the younger son of the patron.7 The close link of pa-
tronage and legal doctrines of property resulted in the 1in-

stitution to benefices many men who were poorly cualified

and often completely unfit. This resulted in a corresponding

increase in the poor guality and quantity of the clergy and

further corrupticn of the Church,

The tithes system was another serious blemish of the

spiritusl order, Not only was this a source of complaint in

England and Wales, but the protests were even more outspoken

in Ireland., The incidence of the tithe was cacriciocus and the

method cf assessment and collection bad. Until 1836 they

were peid in kind, the annual amount being fixed by bargaining

between collectors snd the farmers., At thls time a bill was

introcduced cansing them to be paid in money, the basis of

- of vslustion being the average market price of certain grains

- over a specified period of time.e Thls was only a partial

‘ solutiocn, however. The other mslfunctions were continued with

~ an appropriate chorus of protests from those who suifered.

. Bspecially loud were the Irish, who were held responsible for
- the financial burderns of an eccleslessticel orgenlization
Dﬂhich to them, who were predominantly Roman Catholic, seemed

to nave mothing to offer but criticism and persecution, 9
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Other complaints were veciced and among them perhaps

the most thorough and effective were the Black Book published

in 1820 and i1ts successor The Ixtrasordinery Black Book pub-

lished in 1831, "These were detailed accounts of existing
abuses and corrupticn in both State and Church.lo High on
the list of Church asbuses were those concerned with non-
residence and pluralities.ll Bishops 2nd other clergy re-
ceived undeserved financial benefit in many instances of
both cases., Living away from their benefices, the proper
obligations of the clergy to thelr congregations could not
prossibly be fulfilled, In the plural situation, in which more
than one benefice was held at the same time, the clergy simply
did not have the time to tend both congregations and often
tended neither, In both abuses the clergy was paid unearned
money for untended congregations. Yet violations continually
occurred without apparent affect on the consciences of those
betraying their ecclesiastical vows., From the bottom to the
top of the ecclesiastical system the rot of corruption might
be found,

"The highest authorities accepted pluralism and

non-residence; even those who saw the need of

change set a bad example, Blomfield was wise

enouéh after his promotion to the see of Londen

in 28, to realize that unless the church sub-

mitted to reform there might be a general confis-

cation of ecclesiastical property; yet from 1810

to 1828 he held more than one benefice, During

part of this time he was also making a good income

from private pupils;....If a reforming bishop

could accumulate money and preferment in this way,

the average prelate or well-born incumbent might
well go farther," 12
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The degradation of religion weas not limited to adminis-
trative aspects of the Church, but was carried into the very
houses of God and the services held in tribute to Him, That
is, when the services were held; for, except for the cathed-
rals, most church buildings were open only three or four hours
2 week,13 Vhen services were held, they were often opprosed
to the directions of the Prayer-book and were usually made up
of snatches of largely meaningless tradition, With the pews
gathered sround it, the pulpit had assumed a prominent position
at front center, Dirty fonts and altars also indicated the
inferior position of the sacraments as compared to the sermon.lu
Such conditions marked the separaticn of man and God; worldly
considerations leaving religion o the grime-ridden shadews
of superstition and neglect,

Corruption led so further corruption, until, not only
was little attempt made for self-reform, but the Church was
reduced to 2 state that made such an attempt almost impossible.
There was no effort to collect opinion of Churchmen on any
question affecting the improvement and well-being of the Church,
Diocesan and ruridecanal synods had long ceased to be held.
Convocation met formally only once before each session of
Parliament, Even then it was not permitted to transact busi-
ness.l5 As a result, the Church, as an organization, gave no
appearance of seeking, or hoping to seek, reform. Thus there
was no alternative but that reforms be initiated outside of

the organized Church.
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Outside of the established Church a powerful reform
movement was begun by the Lvangelicals, This group had in-
herited the theology ané tradition of the more zealous clergy
who had sympathized with the Methodist revival. Their reforms
were as earnest and vigorous as the work of their ancestors
and they prut many of the Orthodeox to shame in both philan-
thropic and intellectual enterprises.16 They were instrumental
in bringing about the refcrms of prison and slavery conditions.17
However, their over-all theological system was shallow and one-
sided, They lacked the sweep of Luther, the thorocughness of
Calvin, and the discipline of John EKnox and the Puritans.
Greatly responsible for thelr extensive popular support was
their herolc endurance of persecutlion and the novel form and
emphasis of their preasching., The very reason for the popu-
larity of thelr preaching, which was thelr emphasis of the con-
tracted themes of a call to repentence and the forgiveness of
sin, marked their greatest weakness, After a preliminary
stimilation to actien, they lacked 2 well-organized means.ocf
education and the development of charac':er.l8 With time even
their writing and preaching became increasingly meagre, until
little at all was done abouft bullding a Christien life of
truth and goodness in the individual., Though the Evangelical
Movement had done some good in making individuals conscious of
religion end a need of improving their lives, as such, it
failed to stimulate an crganized reform of the established
Church. The bishops remained gentlemen scholars with minor
worldly vices, and throughout the ecclesiastical ranks the

corruption continued unabated.



o e

As a result of an extended continuation of these condi-
tions and the lack of an officially organized reform by the
Church, protests were made by a group of individuals in the
1820's and 1830's., At Oxford they were known as the Noetics,
but they later came to be known as Broad Churchmen,19 They
occupied a position between the High Churchmen and the
Evangelicals.zo They were liberal scholars who were so com-
vletely thorough in subjecting sll asspects of religion to criti-
cism, that they were accepted neither by Orthodox nor Evangeli-
cals. It was sald of one of the more famous of them that "He
woke up every morning with the ccnviction that everything was
open to question." Yet because of their relatively greater con-
cern for adminlstrative and financizl reform of the Church,
they gained popular interest more successfully than either the
High or Low Clergy.21

Among the more noted Broad Churchmen were Dr. Whately
and Dr., Arnold. VWhately vigorcusly insisted on an examination
of all matters, even those ccnsidered beyond dispute by the more
reactionary of the Crthodox and the radical of the Evangelicals.
He urged men to seek the meaning behind their words., His view

of the Church was that stated in his Letters Of An Episcopalian,

which pictured it as an independent, spiritusl, organic, entity.
The chief criticism against him was his sbstractness, which
eventually left him with few readers and followers.22 1In con-
trast to Dr. Whately's intellectuslism, Dr. &rnold's deminant

motive of sctlon was love of Christ. He disliked the tendency
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to sever the relationship of religion and Government, believ-
ing that the gredtness of Englend derended upcn the religious
cnaracter of the people, which could be guaranteed only by
bringing the power of the 1life and death of Jesus to bear upon
each citizen of the nation., <3 Repudiating the traditionszl
doctrines and theory of the Church ss s divine society founded
by Jesus, he pictured it es & chence brotherhood gathered to-
gether in a common Christian experience. Arnold, too, was
largely unsuccessful because his views were toco revolutionary.
Though the Evangelical and Broszsd Church movements had
little direct effect in reforming the established Church as @
whole, incdirectly they did prod the slumbering behemoth until
it etirred and lifted its sleepy head, looking for a more com-
forteble position in which to settle down.2} The administrative
reforms which the Evangelicals helped bring about enforced a
mere careful performance of spirltual duties, uncraming the
vessels through which flowed the life blood of the Church,
re-awaskening the belief in the sacred mission of the clergy.25
Tnis life blood reached and stimilated 1solated individuals
like Newman, who were stirred by its message of the importance
of a personal religion, became interested in doing something
? with it and gave the nation a "new" understanding of the role
- of the Church, Among these stirred were Hugh James Rose,
”‘John Keble, and Richard Hurrell Froude. They gathered at Oriel

 College, Oxford to interpret the vague spirit of enguiry which
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was abroad, and to weld the dim and half uncderstood ideszls in-
to a definite system of religious doctrine and practice.26
They objected to most of the shallow current views, deciding

to counteract them by emphasizing the Apcstolic succession and
the Catholicity of the Church. No longer was the Church to be
thought of as a mere department of state. At last it was awake
ené determlned to éc scmething sbout the irritating disturb-
ances of seculer attempts at handling its spiritual preocblems,
Thus when the judicial committee of the privy council was made
the new substitute for a finel court of appeal in matters of
Church discipline, and a bill was passed for the suppression
of ten Irish bilshoprics, protest could be réstrained no more.
Keble preached his assize sermon on nationsl apostasy on

July 1L, 1833.27 This was closely followed in the next month
by a religious conference at Hadleigh. Again, the strength of
the Church was about to be tried irn & struggle with the State,

this time under the banner of the Oxford Movement.
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CHAFTER IV

BEGINNINGS OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT

The Oxford Movement is most effectively described in
a three-part consideration: ts conception and struggle for
recognition, its maturity and effect on its environment, =and
its decline and assimilation into the more normal and less
romantic coperations of the Church.

In the first stage, though research reveals that he
was neither the orliginal inspiration nor impulse of the
Movement, John Henry Newman played the central role.l This
was brought abecut through circumstances which created a demand
for the perticulsr capabilities and ideas which he happened to
rossess at the time. Thus, rather than through any deliberate
endeavors of nis own, Newman naturally assumed the leadership
of the Oxford Movement.2 For this reason the ezrly develop-
ment of the Oxford Movement can be explained mcst easily in
terms of the unfolding career of John Henry Newman.

Born in 1801, John Henry lewman attended a private
school, and in 1816 he. entered Trinity College, Oxford. While
still a young boy he was imbned with religious feelings which
remained with him throughout his life. Fortunately, he re-

corded two of these, which he selected as those having the

L

most important affect on the direction of his life,
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"1, T used to wish the Arabian Tsles were

true: my imagination ran on unknown in-

fluences, on magical powers, and talismans,...

'T thought life might be a dream, or I

ean aAngel, and all this world a deception,

my fellow-angels by & playful device con-

cealing themselves from me, and deceiving

me with the semblence of a material world.!

2. «..."I was very superstitious, ané for

some time previous to my conversion!

(when I was fifteen] 'used constantly Lo

cross myself on geing into the dark.'™ 3
That the mature Cardinal of the Roman Church recalled such
youthful views as influencing his religicus development in-
dicates the continuing sense of spiritual mystery which ac-
companied Newman throughout hls religious growth,

During his college career as a student, Newman added
new ideas ané convictions which are of lmportance to this
study. The influence of Reverend Walter Mayer resulted in
the accertance of various Czlvinistiec views which earned
Hewman the reputation that later formed an cbstacle in the
development of friendshlps which were to lead to the Cxford
Mcvement.u However, other influences were to play an even
more important part in his life. In 1816 he read Joseph

)

Milner's Church History.” This intrcduced him to the primi-

tive Christian community and merked the beglnning of an
obsessicn which wes to dominate his entire career. The early
Church fathers were his "beau-ideal” and his interpretation
of them was worked into the very basckbone of the Oxford
Movement.6 Another important influence at this time was the

reading of Newton on the Prophecies which convinced him that
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the Pope was the Antichrist predicted by St. Faul and
St. John, This belief remained with him and decidedly
affected his thought until 18&3.7 More significant than
these influences on Newman zs a student were those impressed
on his more mature mind as & member of the staff at Oxford.
When Newman took orders in 182!, and accepied a
curacy at Oxford ne was introduced to Dr. Edward Hawkins,
then Vicar of St. Mary's and later Provost of Oriel. It was
he who gave llewman a2 copy of Sumner's "Treatise on Apostolical
Freaching", a work which led llewman to an acceptance of Bap-
tismal Regencration and final rejection of Calvinism.8 It
was Dr., Hawkins who led Newman to anticipste an attack upon
the books and the canon of Scripture, znd prepared him in
part for such with his oplnions on the subject.9 AS a result
llewman came Lo believe thet "the sacred text was never intended
te teach doctrine, but only to prove it, and that, if we would
learn doctrine, we must nhave reccurse to the Creeds."lo This
belief further separated Newman from the Irctestantism of the
time, which derived its doctrines from the Scriptures, by
causing him to lean towards the Catholic doctrine cof Tradition.
Abcut the year 1823, during walks with Reverend William
James in the meadow of Christ Church, Newman received another
teaching of importance tec the Oxford Movement. This was the
doctrine of Apostolic s;ccession.l1 This became one of the
early issues of the Movement as a result of the suppression of

certain Irish bishopries in 1833,
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Of ancther of his early associates Newman says:
"While I was still awkward snd timid in 1822, he tock me
by the hand, and scted towards me the part of a gentle and
enccuraging instructor. He, emphatically, opened my mind,

mlZ2  Newman later

end taught me to think snd use my reason.
became very intimate with him as his Vice-Principal at
Alben Hall, This man was Dr, Richard Whately, generally
known as the author of "Letters on the Church by an
Episcopaliasn,” Newman intercreted the salient points of this
essay as being "first that Church and State should be inde-
pendent of each other:...and, seccndly, that the Church may
justly and by right retain its property, though separated
from the State, "3 Whately was thus out of time, holéding
the unpepuler position of sepzration of Church and State.lu
Newman, however, cbserved of Whately's essay, "His work had
a gradual, but a deep effect on my mind. ™5 The one great
truth he had learned from Whately was the "idea of the
Christian Church ss 2 Divine approintment and as a substanptive
vicsible body, independent of the S5tete, and endowed with
rights, prerogatives and powers of its own."16
In 1829 Sir Fober:t Peel presented his Roman Catheclic
Relief Bill just before going out of office. The guestion of
his re-election gave Newman his I'irst opvertunity to make a
rublic stand on his views cof the relatienship of Church snd

State, The strange and unexpected outcome was the end

of the frienédship with Whately which had been responsible for
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the establishment of his views on the subject.17 Peel ap-
pealed to the University for support in the election. In the
previcus year Oxford had been fsced with the passing of the
Test and Corporation Act in the same manner, This, however,
was cdefended and passed on the ground that it would lead to
nothing else., Peel was unsuccessful in this second instance.
Newman, to the eannoyance of Whately, reacted against the
measure with the majority of the clergy at OCxford. Feel had
outraged them, The University and Church weculd have looked
ridiculous if they had obeyed when ordered by the government
to change their views, Peel was defested. His reaction, as
seen in a letter to his mother at the tlme, cleerly displays
FNewman's views on Church ana State.
"We have achieved a glorious victory.

It is the first public event I have been

concerned in, and I thank God from my heart

both for my cause and its success., We have

rroved the independence of the Caurch and of

Oxford. So rarely is either of the two in

oprosition to Government, that not once in

fifty years can independent principle be

shown, , ..

"Jell the poer defenceless Church has

borne the brunt of it, and I see iqsit the

strength and unity of Churchmen, " 1

Though this political event marked the end of Newman's
friendship with Whately, this was not unfortunate, at least
as far as the Oxford Hovement was concerned. The end of this
friendship was almost a necessity before Newman's releticns
with two other perscnalities could develecp into anything sig-

nificant. These other men, Richard Hurrell PFroude and Jochn

Keble, were individuals who have been described es,
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respectively, the original "impulse" and the "inspiration”
of the Oxford Movement. 19

It was early In his carecer as a tutor at Oxford thst
Newman came to know Froude and Keble. In 1826, when Froude
became a Fellow at Oriel, he and Newman began the friendship
which was to lead to the Oxford Movement., ¥When one considers
his short 1life span it hardly seems poscsible that Froude
should be celled the impulse of the Movement. He wsas born
in 1803, two years after Newman, He studied at Eton and
Crlel, where he became the pupil of John Keble. After serv-
ing as & college tutor with Newman for three yesars, in 1831
his health failed, and he traveled with his colleague in
southern Europe, After a brief return to ingland, during
wnich the Oxford Movement was initiated, he was forced to
spend the next few winters in the West Indies, Ee died at
Dartington, his birthplace, early in 1836, With so much time
spent abroad, followed by an early death, it might be thought
Froude played little part in the Movement, but the opposite
s the case, Dean Church wrote of Froude:

"It would be more true to say that with one

exception no one wazs mcocre responsible for the

impulse which led to the movement; no one had

more to do with shaping its distinct aims and

its moral spiritual charszcier in its Tirst

stage; no one was more daring and more clear,

as far as he saw, in what he was prepared for

....There was no 'wasted shade! in Hurrell

Proude's disabled prematurely shortened life." 20

Proude was a man cf keen intellectual gifts, but from

early youth he was troubled with a restless urge for action
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which eften tended toward mischief. Coming from an olé-
fashioned, authoritarian ecclesiesticel home, which was

deeply religious and sober, he carried these cualities over
into the discipline of his own being and used them as a
standard in measuring the rest of the world. In maturity

he was forced to examine every motive of actlon as objectively
as possible, cerrying on a2 rigorous self discipline to keep
himself in order as & servant of the will of God., Because he
had such a difficult struggle conquering himself, he had
little toleration or patience for self-deceit, indolence, or
wealmess in others. For this resson he found himself in con-
gstent opposition with what passed as religicon around him,

HEis harsh judgments, which were often expressed in an arrogant
manner flavored with strong languzge, made many enemies and
caused much embarrassment to the Oxford liovement. However,
his characteristics and ideas were to plaey an important part
in the lives of Newman snd others associazted with the Movement.
Newman had this to say about hls friend:

"He delighted in the notion of an hierarchl-
cel system, cf sacerdotal power and of full
ecclesiastical liberty. He felt scorn of the
maxim, 'The Bible and the Bible only is the
religion of Protestants;' and he gloried in
accepting Tradition as a main instrument of
religious teaching, He had a high severe ldea
of the intrinsic excellence of Virginity; and
he considered the Blessed Virgin its great
Pattern, He delighted in thinking of the
Saints;...He had a deep devotion to the Real
Fresence, in which he had a firm falith., He
was powerfully drewn to the Medieval Church,
but not to the Primitive,...

"He taught me to look with admiration
towards the Church of Rome, and in the same
degree to dislike the Reformation. He fired
deep in me the idea of devotion to the Blessed
Virgin, and he led me cradually to believe in
the Real Presence." 21
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Ifspite of the evident, strong effect of the ideas
of Fronde on Newmen, in his "Remains" Froude wrote, "Do
you know the story cf the murderer who had édone one good
thing in his 1life? Well, if I was ever asked what good
deed I had ever done, I should say that I had brought Keble
and Newman o understand each other." 22 It was beceuse of
this role as a means of bringing or driving perscnalities
together, either out of stimileting attraction or initiating
reaction, that Froude came to be called the "impulse' of the
Movement.,

As 1s indlcsted above, John Keble was to play & very
important part in bringing the Oxfeord lovement about. In
his recollections of the early stages cf the Hovement one finds
Newman saying, "July luth, Mr. Keble preached the Assize Ser-
rmon in the University Fulpit. It was published under the title
of 'National Apostasy'. I have ever considered and kept the
day, as the stert of the religiocus movement of 1633." 23 4
contemporary historian, Dean Church, also places Keble in a
prominent positiorn in the MHovement, referring to him as its
"inspiration", 2k Kevle may truly be said to be the "inspira-
tion" of the Movement, but more in the sense of an example of
the idesl clergyman which it sought to produce, rather than
the power of his ideas. It was not that his ideas were of no
significance but rather that they were overshadowed by the
beauty of his character, perhaps scmewhat exceptionel among

the clergy at that time,



John Keble was the son of a Gloucestershire country
clergyman of strong character. He was educated at home by
his talented father, and sent to Oxford while still a young
boy. He won so many intellectusl honors that he soon be-
came one of the most respected men at Ox.f'ord.25 In 211 this
he retained a reputaticn of modesty ancd simplicity. Evidence
of this may be seen in his deperture from Cxford et the
height of his glory tec begin his Christiesn service as his
father's curate, There he led a very plain life of preach-
ing and service to the poor‘.z-6 John Keble was a deeply con-
vinced churchman, The formal cdignity of the Frayer Book
served as his pattern of cdoctrine and deveotion. This led to
en inevitable dislike of the teachings of the more popular
Evangelical Christisnity, for he was intensely loyal to the
Church of England and to 2ll who had shared in her service.
Any person professing principles hostile to her teachings might
count him an enemy to be respected greatly. e was, in short,
a thorough Iiigh Churchman end a2 strong Tory. The political
developments of the early nineteenth century were bound to
cause a reaction in a man ef this nature,

But John Keble was z gquiet man, a mixture of a bril-
liant university scholar snd 2 plain country parson. Ils
hAssize Sermon of 1833 seems almost out of cheracter, affirm-
ing more the intense concern among the clergy over the condi-
tions of the time rather than being a revelation of Keble's
personal characteristics. Keble served largely as a symbol

cf the Movement, a banner to be carried by Froude and Newman
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rather than personally entering the battle as a sword swing-
ing warrior. However, his ideas did plasy a part in the
action,

Newman credits Keble as having brought two important
intellectual truths home tec him.,

"The first of these was what may be called,

...the Sacramental system; that is the doc-

trine that material prhenomena are both the

types and the instrumenits of real things un-

seen--2 doctrine which embraces in 1its ful-

ness,...the articles of 'the Communion of

Saints;' and likewise the Mysteries of the

faith, " 27
The second of these two truths had to do with the decctrine of
probability as the guide of life. Keble gave Newman new faith
in Ged in a concept of probability enforced by faith and love.
Newman reasoned that "certitude wes a habit of mind, that cer-
tainty was a guality of propositicn; that probabilities
which did not reach to logical certzinty, might suffice for a
.mental certitude; that the certitude thus brought ebout might
equal in measure and strength the certitude which was created
by the strictest scientific demonstrationj...." 28 qmus Keble
mey be seen to have influenced Newman in two vital matters.

The previously recorded influences on Newman include
most of those which determined the nature and direction of the
early Oxford Movement. Before continuing further it will be
of advantage to review and gather them intc a single synthesis
that one might mere clearly see how the cdevelopment of the

Movement was greatly determined by the character of John Henry

Newman,
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From his early youth Newman has been seen to be an
imaginative idealist, his imagination at times carrying him
into superstition, While a student he became acgquainted with
some of the more liberal Frotestant ideass of Christianity,
after which he turned in a2 dmiration to a study of the primi-
tive Church, This was followed by a gradual change in doc-

IT 8

trine from those of liberal Frotestantism to thosecof High

Church Anglicanism, evident in his exchange of the Scriptures

for Tradition as the baslis for his theclogical doctrines, He

i

]
also gained respect for the doctrine of Apostolic succession,
Through other influences he came to believe the Church was a
Divinely aprointed socilety independent of the State in rights
end property and he looked more critically towards the
Reformation and more faverably towards the Church of RHome,
Through Keble he realized the meaning and value of the
Sacraments, and, through his doctrine of Frobasbility as the
guide to life, he came t0o have a new and stronger faith in
God and each.cl the previously wmentioned convietions. 41l of
these set Newman in direct contrast te the trends of the times
and made his life-service, which wes expressed as the Oxford
Movement, a direct oppeosition to the general trend of expres-
sion in his century.

We have considered some of the ideas which influenced

the views of John Henry Newman., No statement of ideas, however,
fully explains how circumstances develop into a series of events

which in turn become a dynamic entity as was the Cxferd lMovement,
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For this reason it is necessary to consider the mechanicel
processes which resulted in the particular intermingling of
ideas which became the Movement which is the object of this
study.

One of the expressions of the time which enabled
Newman to transform some of his ideas into action was a
movement towards universal education by many groups and or-
ganlzations in the country. Newman described the contempcorary
system under the supervision of the Church in a letter to his

mother as "bigoted and prejudiced against free enguiry." 29
L]

liis response to the situation took the form of an idea which
became the foundaticon of the Movement, His friend, Thomas
Mozley, recorded it as follows:

"Newman felt that he had those about him
that heard his voice, that were sensible
of his guldance and grateful for it.

"This was Criel College, many a
University friend, and the congregation
that flocked to St. Mary's. What if he
then conceived the 1dea of forming the
college, of reviving the college of Adam
de Broome, or of Laud, or of making it such
as they would have made it in the present
altered circumstances? What if he dreamt
of a large body of resident Fellows taking
various parts in education, some not very
mach part, pursuing their own studies and
exchanging dally assistance in brotherly '
love ané conficdence,...Newman had now been
Fellow six years--z lcong time at Oxford.

He had seen considerable changes, and had
Froude and R, Wilberforce at his right hand,
both resdy to go through fire and water with
him,...

136 far as I can remember, from my elec-
tion at EBaster, 1829, to Newman's return
from the Mediterranean at Midsummer, 1833,
‘his main idea,...was the reconstruction of
the college in the old statuatory lines,! 3°



=39

In Michaelmas term, 1829, Newman began to put this
idea into practice. Ee met with other Fellows and
Probationers twice a week for the study of Scriptures, Dis-
cussions were held on various popular issues and many impor-
tant convictions were formed.3l r, Hugh James Rose, who
had an interest in a plan similar to that which Newman was
putting into prsctice, was attracted to the group and asked
Newman to write for his Theclogical Library, the expression
of the plan that Rose had developed, Newman's contributicn
was to be a "History of the Frincipal Councils" of the early
Church.32 The study and preparation for this thesis came
at a time which later made the ideas derived from 1t a vital
part of the Oxford Movement.

Newman states in his Apologla Pro Vita Sua that this

study "was to launch myself on an occean with currents in-
numerable;...'53 It turned him agein to his beloved early
Churech Pathers and re-emphasized 0ld convictions drawn from
their writings.3“- Of special significance among them was the
doctrine of Apocstolic succession, The extent to which he
was enamored of the early Church may be seen from the follow-
ing guotations from his letters.

"Now it would be a most useful thing to give

a kind of summary of their opinions....--not

to bring them to us, but to go to them....

If, then, in a calm, candid, impartial menner

their views were sought out and developed,

would ngg the effect be good in a variety of
ways?"
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"if anyone will show me any opinion of mine

which the Primitive Church condemned, I will

renounce it; any whic? iE ggd not insist on,

I will not insist on it.

The refreshment of these views with new vigor came
immediztely before Newman's situation was zltered, thrusting
him into the circumstances which produced the Cxford Movement.
In line with his scheme of restoring the college to almost
monastic conditions, he, Fronde, and Hobert wilberforce proposed
imprevements in the course of lectures, selection of books,
formation of classes, and a2 more intimate relationshilp of
tator and pupils, Throughout 1829 and 1830 thev forced these
vpon Hampden, the Provost of the college.37 Finally, fearing
radical changes, Hampden forced Newman from his position as
tutor., This led to the trip to the Mediterranean and the
initistion of the Oxfordé Hovement which was brought sbout on
his return.BB

Immnediately before, and all during, Newman's trip with
Froude to the lMediterranean, the Church became more and more
concerned about the threat of Liberalism, The advance of the
aggressor became so noticezble as to be labeled the Universal
Movement of 1831 and 1832, Thomas Mozley in reflection states
that every party, religiocus, political, or otherwise, was

pushing for "univerczl acceptance," that is, except for the
Z r ’ s

Church of England.39
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and Ritnals tto meet the spirit of the age;!
that is to please the Dissenters and sceptics
who then in the ascendent, openly proclaimed
in both houses of Farliament;--'" 42

And how much more secure seemsd the position of the State
with which the Church was so closely associated?

"the King,...having to deal outside of his

palace with mobs, who by the most brutal gestures
to his fsce declared themselves to be thirsting
for his bleood,...and who were headed by the de-
scendents of the regicides of the seventeenth
century, wno,..declared their readiness To re-
peat the deed of their ancestors; while whithin
his pslace, he had for his only counsellor, one,
Wno,...had been the only member of the English
House of Commons who refused to appear in mourn-
ing on the murder cf Louis XVI, and who, at the
very time of which we are speaking, when the
English mob and the descendents of English
regicides were demanding his master's 1ife, had
declared in his place in the House of Lords,

that 'in this free country he did not like to

se the term monarchy;'! --and the House of Lords,
meanwhile, the last earthly prop of the consti-
tution,...ylelding to the storm like a reed that
bends. Such wes the state, and such tLhe prospects
of our Church and natlon, when the Conference at
Hadleigh was held; and & few insignificant
clergymen determined to endeavor, by the fcolish-
ness of the Church principles, to stem the tor-
rent of ruin before hich 211 other defences had
rroved powerless.' 43

This then was the situation as Newman found it on his return,
Tnis wes the work of the mighty force of Liberalism which he
was to meet in battle., When Newman arrived, he did not find
the security of the Church completely untended, A movement

hed already stirred in opprositicn to the force whieh threatened
the Chnrch}u+ Newman had arrived on Tuesday, July Sth, to find
a new attack cn the Church, Ten Irish bishoprics were sup-
pressed without recourse to the considerstion or consent of the
Church., ©Cn the followlng Sundsy an event occured, the signifi-

cance of which is recorded by Newman:
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"July 14th, Mr, Keble preached the Assize

Sermon in the University Pulpit. It was

published under the title of 'National

Apostasy.! I have ever considered and kept

the day, as the gtart of the religious move—

ment of 1633." L
Not only had this act of Parliament stirred the docile
Mr. Keble to accuse his national Government of apostasy, but
it stimulated simultaneous letters from many different clergy-
men urging an organized protest.LL6 Among these were communi-
cations between the group of Newman's colleagues at Oxford
and an important personality on the national religious scene.h7
The result was the conference at MHr, Hugh James Rose's varsonage
at Hadleigh, in Suffolk. This marked the first formal union
of the men at Cxford and the clergy throughout the nation in
a joint attempt to resist the growing threat against the Church.
At last the clergy had initiated ections which were to result
in a significant consideration of thelr state of affairs and

problems, It was in this meeting at Hadleigh that the Oxford

Movement had 1ts beginnings.
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CHAPTER V

MATURITY OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT

Having considered the circumstances which led up to
the Oxford Movement, one comes next to the Movement itself,
Contrary to what might be supposed, a2t first the Oxford
Movement was not given this name, Its chief manifestatlion
was the publication of the "Tracts for the Times" after which
it was called the Tractarisn lMovement. Later on its expression
was expanded to include other activities which origineted largely
from Oxford University. It was through this that it weas given
its more popular name, Cf first concern, then, is the develq-
ment of the Tracts.

Because of confused recollections as to what happened
at Hadleigh, it is perhaps safest to say that a plan of ‘
"Associztion" wes the only definite program of asction it pro-
duced.l The attempt to bring this sbout with the help of those
at Oxford led to differences and a division of the group. There
was a question as to the union of Church and State and whether
forming an association was the best policy to pursue.2 Feble
and Froude were for separstiocn. Another important early member
of the group, William Palmer, supported the existing relation-

ship of Church and State with enhanced prestige of the Church,3
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Newman, fearing for the survival of the Church if the support

of the Government should be removed abruptly, and perhaps for
other unrecorded ressons, temporarily allied himself with Falmer
on this issue.lt The problem of "Asscciation," however, de-
manded immediate decision and action., This issue was to deter-
mine the alignment of the men and the nature of the Movement
struggling for life,

The representatives of religion outside of Oxford,
William Pslmer, Arthur Ferceval, and Hugh James Rose, were for
associating in defense of the Church, whereas Newman, Keble,
and Froude would have action by no organization smaller than
the entire Church.5 As a result, the latter united in a pro-
gram which produced the "Trscts for the Times" which became
the core of the Movement, Ais s temporary measure, however,
Newman distracted the ambitions of Palmer, who was the chief
advocate of the plan for "Association,” by urging him to prepare
a petition to the Archibishop of Canterbury with a plea for united
actioﬂ in defense of the Church.6 Tais Falmer did with .the
signatures of seven thousand clergymen. This was soon followed
up with a2 similar lay address.l About the same time Ferceval
presented his famous "Churchman's Manusl'" for the sanction of
the Arehbishop., This was a statement of positive elements,
formerly neglected because of fear of popery, intended as =&
supplement to the Catechism.8 Nothing in it was found contrary
to the doctrines of the Church, in fact many clergymen were

impressed and found it useful, but official sanction was withheld
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on "general grounds." ? Except for the Tracts, this was the
last of the major developments stemming directly from the
meeting at Hadleigh.

In contrast to the cautious epproaches to a solution
of the problem facing the Church which were just ccnsidered,
Newman felt:

"though associations and addresses might be

very well, what the Church and the clergy and

the country wanted was plain speaking; and

that plain speaking could not be got by any

papers put forth as joint manifestoces, or with

the revision and senction of fsafe' and fju-

dicious! advisers. It was necessary %tc write,

and to write as each man felt: and he deter-

mined that each man should write and speak for

himself, though working in concert and sympathy

with others towards the supreme end -~ the

cause and interests of the Church,"

John Keble, Richard Hurrell Froude, Benjamin Harrison of Christ
Church, Isaac Williams of Trinity, J. F. Christie, Frederick
Rogers, Thomas lMozley, the Wilberforces cof Oriel, Samuel
Richafds, Hugh James Rose, and Arthur Ferceval joined with him
in this opinion.l1 Transformed into actions, their thoughts
became the "Tracts for the Times."

Though no unifying plan of action had been developed
at Hadleigh, common ends were established., The general con-
cern was tc restore the Church to a more favorable position,
both in the minds of the people, and in relation to the State,

The suppression of the Irish Sees gave immediste prominence

to the Church - State consideration., So long dependent upon
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the Government, what was the tottering old Church to do when
its supports were pulled away?12 The solution resorted to by
the group was that to be found in Froude's letter to Newman

the day after the conference.

"the most important subject to which you

can direct your reading at present, is the
meaning of canonical obedience, which we
have all sworn to our bishops; for that is
likely to be the only support of Church
gov?rfgent when the state refuses to support
s £ T

This in turn suggested emphasis of the doctrine of Apostolic-
succession.lh Newman immediately directed thelr attention to
his faverite study, the primitive Christian Church.

"The common design supposed in thin con-
versation,...was a second Reformstion of a
reactionary character to bring back the
Anglican Church to the faith and practice
of that Primitive Church which all had on
their lips, and few indeed knew much about.
Whatever people may assume to be the Frimi-
tive Church, the Anti-Nicene Church, one point
all must agree upon. That Church was not a
State Church: it did not affect to be one
with the empire, or to recognize as its ac-
tual members all human beings within a cer-
tain territory." 15

In line with their second aim, to regain the respect
of the people by resisting the infringement of dissenting
religious organizations, the group that had been associated,
in one way or another, with the Hadleligh conference agreed upon
"the preservation in its integrity of the Christian doctrine
in... fheiy ...prayervocks,...." 16 Thus, in summary, the

principles decided upon at Hadlelgh to restore the Church to
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What was supposed to be an advantageous position were:

"first the firm and practical maintenance

of the doctrine of the Apostolical Succes-

sion so grievously outraged by the Irish

Church Act, Secondly, the preservation in

its integrity of the Christian doctrine in

our prayer books, with a view to avert the

Soclinian leven with which we had reason to

fear it would be tainted,...." 17

The above mentioned ideas were the major ones around
which the early stages of the Movement were formed, and since
the "Tracts for the Times" were the means, these were the
chief subjects to be found in them, Just how were these
associated with Newman to allocate to him the dominant role
in the Movement? FPart of the answer lies in the cbvious fact
that these polnts were among those which he had constantly
emphasized in the past., The remainder is partly disclosed
in two other considerations, The first is that Newman was
best prepared to present the ideas of the group in the form
agreed upon, Not only had he been producing similar works
for the "Record" for some time,l8 but he, of all those in the
group, had been the one who had read most of the tracts put
out in eriticism of the Church and was thus most familiar
with their form,19 Thus, Newman was singled out, more by
circumstances than by the election of his friends, to carry
on most of the work invelved in producing the Tracts. 20
This placed him in a position which enabled him to present a-

nother idea, which, when accepted by the group, resulted in

his being raised to an even more prominent position, leaving
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no question as to his leadership of the Movement., Newman
had never given up his ambition to restore the University
to its former state of affairs and the Movement did need a
center of action or headgquarters,

"T do not think we have yet made as much

as we ought of our situation at Oxford,

and of the deference paid to it through

the country. Are not many eyes looking

towards us everywhere, not as ' masters

and scholars,! but as residents, so that

all our acts, as coming from the Univer-

sity, might have the authority of a vote

of Convocation almost, in such cases as

when Convocation cannot be expected to

speak out?" 21
Thus did what had been known up until this time as the
Tractarian Movement become the Oxford Movement.

After this decision had been made, as has been stated,
through the Tracts, Newman became the leader of the Movement,
and as he became the editor of the Tracts, its center was
transfered to Oxford. Many cf the contributing writers were
from Oxford, and Keble was chief advlisor and censor of the
Tracts, all of which incressed Oxford's position as the cen-
ter of activity.zz From the University the Tracts were dis-
tributed throughout the country at very low cost. " At first
they were sent largely to members of the clergy, but they socn
became so popular as to be sold to laymen, The response to
them brought public attention, and, eventuszlly, worlé reknown
to the Oxford Movement.Z23

The first of the Tracts were brief statements of the

dangerous position of the Church in the existing Church - State
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relationship with an appeal to its frlends to consider their
situation seriously. The following excerpt is a typical
example of the form and message of the early Tracts.

"Now then let me come at once to the sub-

ject which leads me to address you. Should
the Government and Country so far forget
their God as to cast off the Church, to de-
prive it of its temporal honors and substance,
on what will you rest the claim of respect
and attentlion which you make upon your flocks?
Hitherto you have been upheld by your birth,
your education, your wealth, your commexions;
should these secular advantages cease, on
what must Christ's Ministers depend? Is

this not a serious practical guestion?" 2l

The second Tract, in addition to 1llustreting their general
nature, expresses some of the feelings of the group about the
relationship of Church and State.

"It is sometimes said, that the clergy
should abstain from politics; and that if
a Minister of Christ is political, he is not
following him who said, 'My Kingdom is not
of this world.' Now there is a sense in
which this is true, but, as it is commonly
takenf it is very false,
'ITt is true that the mere affairs of
this world would not engage a Clergyman;
but it is absurd to say that the affairs
of this world should not at all engage his
attention., If so, this world is not a pre-
paration for another. Are we to speak when
individuals sin and not when a nation, which
is but a collection of individuals?...
"There is an unexceptional sense in
which a clergyman may, nay, must be politi-
cael. And sbove all when that Nation inter-
feres with the rights and possessions of
the Church, it can with even less grace
complain of the Church interfering with the
Nation.
_ "With this introduction call your at-
tention to what seems a most dangerous in-
fringement on our rights, on the part of the
State., The Legislature has lately taken
upon itself to remodel the dioceses of Ireland;
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a proceeding which involved the appcintment
of certalin Bishops cver certain Clergy, and
of certain clergy under certain Bishops,
without the Church being consulted in the
matter., I do not say whether or not harm
will follow from this particuler act with
reference to Ireland; but consider whether
it be not in itself an interference with
things spiritual.

"Are we content to be accounted the
mere creation of the State,...?"<2

This subject is continued in more detail in Tract No. 59.

""he Bishops, everyone of them are, as a
matter of fect, appointed by the Prime Min-
ister for the time being, who, since the
repeal of the Test Act, may be an avowed
Socinien, or even Atheist. A very large
proportion of other Church benefices, carry-
ing with them cure of souls, are likewise

in the hands of the Prime Minister or of the
Lord Chancellor and cther Lay Patrons, who,
like him, may be of any or no religion. ©So
mich for the hands 12 which these zppoint-
ments are vested:"

At thils point Newman continued to consider the checks which the
Church had over the approintments of the State, He explained
that formerly there were three possible instances in which checks
might be applied., The first of these was an Election on the
part of the Collegiate Body attached to the vacant See.‘ The
second wes Confirmatiocn, a2 process in which anyone who had ob-
jections to the nominaticn might make them known at & time
appointed by the Archbishop. The third was in Censecration
by the Archbishop, who might at this time refuse toaccept the
nomination "uncontrolled by any law, and responsible to no
earthly. tribunal," 27 In the nineteenth century, K Newman states:

"Election, Confirmation, Consecration, instead

of being rendered more effecient checks than

formerly, are now so arranged as to offer the

least possible hindrance to the most gxceptional
appointments of a godless ministry,"2
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Election had been altered to give the Church only eight days
to consider the States nomination, If they falled to elect

in this time, election became unnecessary and the Crown merely
"Presented" his candidate without it. Newman continues:

"And now the Dean and Chapter have eight days
given them, and the Archbishop twenty for
reflection; if within these periods the former
fails to go through the form of election, and
the latter to consecrate, both parties subject
themselves to the pains and penalties of a
Praemunire, 1i.e. all their goods, ecclesiasti-
cal and personal, are liable to confiscation,
and themselves to imprisonment till such time

gs they submit....and thus as the law now

exists we have actually no check on the eppoint-
ments...and the laws of England (it must be con-
fessed with sorrow) watch so jealously over the
interests of these patrons, and so little over
those of the Church, that they compel the
Bishops, except in cases so outrageous that

they can hardly ever occur, to accept at once

of the person first Presented to them, and to
commit the cure of souls to him by the process
of Institution." 29

Expand these excerpts by a few pages and one has a falr picture
of the nature of the famous Tracts., The Tracts, however, al-
though perhaps the most important, were not the only exprecssion
of the Movement.,

of grea% importance in ettracting attention to the csuse
of the Tractsrians were Newman's sermons st St., Mary's.30 The
students at Oxford preferred him to the Universlty preachers,
and men of stature in the Church came from great distances to
hear him,3l The ideas of the Hovement were zlso expressed through
thelr letters and personal visits to anyone of importence or in-
terest,32 Large groups of clergy held meetings to decide whether
to join or condemm the work of the Oxford group, and smaller

crowds of laymen gathered here and there to discuss the points
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of interest in the Tracts, Many new perscnalities were
attracted and the group expanded until it included Thomas
Mozley, Frederick Rogers, J.F, Christie, Henry Wilberforce,
R. Wilson, William Froude, Robert Williams, Samuel F, Wood,
James Bliss, James Mozley, Henry Woodgate of St, John, Isaac
Williems, and W, J. Copeland of Trinity, in sddition to those
previously mentioned,33 Among those attracted was one who
was to alter the nature and directlion of the Movement &and e-
ventuelly challenge Newman's position as its leader, This |
man was Edward Bouverie Fusey.

In its earliest stages the Oxford Movement was not the
product of a deliberate plan, The forms of its expression were
mere unpremeditated responses to ilmmediate crises. In recol-
lection Froude remarks, "I felt as on a vessel, which first
gets under weigh, and then clears out the deck, and stores away
luggage and livestock into their proper receptacles." 3L  The
result was scattered letters and pamphlets by various sasuthors
which eventually were channeled through Newman's hands and
became the Tracts. Even then they were hastily prepared com-
mentaries treating any matter which might chance to stirmulate
the writer.35 Newman himself observed of the Tracts, "These
at first starting were short, hasty, and some of them ineffec-
tive; and at the end of the year, when collected into a volume
they had = slovenly appearance,"30

4s has been illustrated, circumstance directed the opder

of the subjects treated. The suppression of the Irish bishecprics
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brought the Church - State questlon to the fromnt, which in
turn led to the question of Apostollec succession, then to
the primitive Church and on to a varisty of subjects., The
expressions of the Oxford group had become so varied that
unity had disappeared and with it all sense of order, pur-
pose, and direction. Thomas Mozley made the following com-

ment

"Certainly very few of us could say where
ve meant to stop or what we had in view as the
future of the Church of England, For my own
part, I never knew where it was all to end,
except somewhere in the first three centuries
of the Church, and I have to confess that I
Imew very little indeed about them," 37

This was a typical expression of meny of the members of the
Movement when Pusey first began to exert his influence.38

"He at once gave to us a position and a
name, Without him we should have had little
chance,,..of making any serious resistance to
the Liberal aggression. But Dr, Pusey was a
Frofessor and Canon of Christ Church; he had
a vast influence in consequence of his deep
religious seriousness, the munificence of his
charities, his Frofessorship, his family con-
nexion, and his easy relstions with University
authorities.... There was henceforth a man who
could be the head and centre of the zealous
people 1n every part of the country, who were
adeoting the new opinions; and not only so,
but there was one who furnished the Movement
with a front to the world,...." 39

This was: the external and general effect of Pusey on the

Cxford Movement but the internsl was even more significant.
As soon as Pusey entered the Movement alteration be-

gan to appear. The Tracts that Newman had produced had done

their job.uo They had sterted men thinking., But this was
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not enough. There was little yet of weight and substance to
the meterials presented.41 There was a need for '"more gravity,
more cereful pains, more sense of responeibility in the Irscts
and in the whole Movement,"42 With Pusey all these were to be
added.

"He observed that when attention had been

roused to the ancient doctrines of the Church

by the startling and peremptory language of

the earlier Tracts, fsirness and justice de-

mended that these doctrines shoulé be fully

end carefully expleined and defended against

misrepresentation and mistake., Forgetfulness

and ignorance had thrown these doctrines so

completely into the shade that, identified as

they were with the best English divinity, they

now wore the air of amazing novelties; and it

was only due to honest inguirers to satisfy

them with solid and sdequate proof," 43
In the attempt to express their viewpolnts mere thoroughly,
Pusey, now regarded as their leader, had directed the men of
the Movement to produce lengthy theolcgical treatises.
From short pamphlets, the Tracts had been transformed into
volumes of over one hundred pages in some cases U5 The
subjects congidered included, in addition to others,
baptisnﬂb, fasting h7, prayer hB, and liturgy. L9 411 of these
had been interpreted sc as to establish a clearly defined Via
Media,

In effect Pusey's acceptance of the leadership of the
Oxford Movement was to redirect it completely. Up until the

time of his entrance, the Movement had been concerned with

the problem of the relationship of Church and State, On the
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basis of the doctrine of Apostolic succcssion, the Tractarians
had argued that the Anglican Church was en entity independent
of the State, with rights of its own. But with Pusey came the
recognitioﬁ of the need to describe just what the Anglican
Church was before it could expect to challenge, with any prac-
tical results, its existing relationship with the State, As
will be seen, with the doctrine of Catholicity as the basis
for its claims the Movement then had set about discussing
various doctrines in the determination of the theological
position of the Anglican Church which came to be called the
Via Media,

In spite of the rise of Pusey, Newman still played an
important part. In 1836 he published Traet No. 71. In this
paper he coﬁpared the Anglican and Roman Churches and discussed
their differences.5o His general conclusion was that there
were faults in the Anglican Church as well as the Roman and
he urged his fellow clergymen to deal with their own "short-
comings" before attempting "to be physiclans to anyone else, "5l
Tnis Tract began to stir the old fear of "Romism" and the old
ery of "Popery" sent honest thinkers scuttling for their holes
once more, But Newman heeded not "the signs of the time.,"

He continued writing and everything seemed to be proceeding
favorably, that is. until the publication of Tract No. 90,52

In his study of the relationship of the Anglican and

Roman Churches, Newman was determined tc be objective.53 As

of yet, the Via Medla of the Anglican Church was still a matter
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of ecclesiasstical argument, rather than of universal agreement,

and Newman sought to describe 1t as carefully and accurately

2s possible, Concerning this Via Media, Newman observed:

"it was not as yet objective and real; it
had no original anywhere of which it was the
representative, It was at present a paper
religion,... 'It still remains to be tried,
whether what is called Anglo-Catholicism ,...
is capable of being professed, acted on, and
maintained on a large svhere of action, or
whether it be a mere modification or transi-
tion-state of either Romanism or popular
Protestantism.,!' I trusted that some day it
would prove to be a substantive religion," Sk

However, in addition to those who disliked Newman's strong
criticism of the Anglican theological position, there were

many among the clergy who disliked the Via Media itself.55
Newman's Bishop requested that he "keep these men straight.," 56
Since the immediaste difficulty of the men was subscription teo

the thirty-nine Articles, Newman had no choice but to consider
this basic statement of Church doctrine.5? And thus Tract No. 0
was brought forth,

In his study in preparation for the thesis Newman sought
first to define clearly what might be meant by "Roman doctrine,"
a concept which had almost as many variations of interpretation
as there were people in England at the time, Hls research
resulted in the following conclusion:

"By Roman doctrine' might be meant one of
three things; 1, the Cathollc teaching of

the early centuries; or 2, the formal dog-

mas of Rome as continued in the later Councils,
especilally the Council of Trent, and as con-
densed in the Creed of Fope Pius IV; 3, the
actual popular beliefs and usages sanctioned
by Rome in the countries in communion with it,
over and above the dogmas; and these I called
'dominant errors,!'"
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It was Newman's bellef that the Via Media, as intended by the
dnglican Church founders, was establlshed merely 1n objection
to the third of these interpretations of the "Roman dectrine.™
The fear of "Popery" and the glorificetion of "Protestantism"
had misrepresented and obscured the true differences between
Romenism and Anglicanism and this Newman set about to correct,
alsc deliberately attempting to show that there was nct so
much difference between the two positions as laymen cormmonly
supposed, 59

"The mein thesis then of my Essay was this:--

the Articles do not oppose Catholic teaching;

they but partially oppose Roman dogma; they

for the most part oprose the dominant errors

of Rome. And the problem waes to draw the

line as to what they allowed and what they

condemned, "

To support the thesis he had chosen, Newman made a study
of the origin of the thirty-nine Articles to determine what
had been expected to be accomplished through them at the time
of thelr composition. At that time the English idea of
"Popery™ was not a religicus doctrine but a political princinle.bl
The main guestion was the supremacy of the Fope over local
avthorities, The compilers did not intend to describe a narrow
theclogical position when they composed the Articles; on the
contrary, under the direction of the Government, they were
designed to attract the "Popists™ to the Anglican position, 62

For this reason the Articles were drawn up to permit both the

reformers and Catholics to subscribe to them; for example,
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"A French minister, desirous of war, never-
theless, as a matter of policy, draws up

his state papers in such moderate language,
that his successor, who i1s for peace, can
act up to them, without compromising his own
principles.” 63

Hewman found additional support for his thesis in the admoni-
tions of the very Convocetion which received and confirmed
the thirty-nine Articles.

"psreachers should be careful that they should
never teach aught in a sermon, to be religiously
held and believed by the people, except that
which is agreeable to the doctrine of the 0ld
and New Testament, and which the Catholic
FPathers and ancient Bishops have collected from
that very decctrine," O4 ;

Thus Newman discovered considerable materisl in agreement with
his thesis and he published Tract No. 90 with the general con-
clusion that the Articles were consistent with Catholie faith,
and he therefore protested against further relaxation of submission
to them.65

As might be supposed, there was & loudly expressed popu-
lar condermmation of Tract No., 9C. Even at Oxford, disapproval
was veiced.%6 At first Newman wes asked to withdraw the Tract.67
This he refused because it would have associated him with the
Protestant position, Next, he was asked to keep silent and
not defend the Tract.®8 When the Bishop jolned in this latter
request, Newman complied, and withdrew from the center of action,b%
This not only signified the end of Newman's part as a public
leader in the Oxford Hovement, but also marked one of the Move-
ment's first and most important defeats and the beginning of its

dissolution.
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CHAPTER VI

DISSOLUTIOK OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT

The publication of Tract No. 90 marked the beginning
of the dissolution of the Oxford Movement. In general, up
until this time circumstances proceeded favorably-for the
Movement; much of England was astir over it. According to
Newman:

"If we inguire what the world thought of it,

we have still more to raise our wonder; for

not to mention the excitement it caused in

England, the Movement and its party-names were

known to police of Itely and to the back-

woodmen of America. And so it proceeded, get-

ting stronger and stronger every year, till

it came into collision with the Nation, and

that Church of the Nation, which it began by

professing especially to serve." 1
When the Movement finally forced the judgment of the Anglican
Church and the Nation upon it, as had been done in effect by
the publication of Tract No. 90, it had made its appeal for a
final sentence cf life and death, The sentence was pronounced,
making the remainder of the story of the Movement merely a
matter of describing its minor expressions and the fates of the
individuals involved.<

Prior to 1841, the members of the Movement had sought
as many opportunities to express their views as possible, In

some cases they created thelr own, One of the most fruitful

areas of opportunity proved to be the campus polities of Oxford

.
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University. Not only did the men of the Movement make use of
campus controversy to help enhance their prestige, but it
proved to be such an effective area that after 1841 the enemies

of the Tractarians followed their example and used it to bring

.abOuf the final dissolution of the 0Oxford Movement.

One of the first of the instances of the use of campus
controversy was that centered around Dr. Hampden, Provost of
Oriel, which was initiated by the Tractarians in 1836. Dr.
Hampden was one of the earliest Liberals to hold one of the
more influenctial positions in the Anglicen Church. An enemy
of the Tractesrians from the beginning of the Movement, in 1834
he published the pamphlet "Observations on Religious Dissent,"
which eriticized the use of "Religious Tests"™ in the University.
In opposition to the view of the Tractarians, he claimed that
creeds "were but opinions, for which a2 man could not be answer-
sble" and suggested that the University abolish subseription
to the thirty-nine Articles.3 At a later date he expressed his
radicel views even more extensively in his Bampton Lectqres.u -
Thus, when Hampden became Regius Frofessor of Divinity, the
Tracterians organized a movement to have him condermed as a
danger to the Church. Convocatlon was summoned and Hampden
was condemped, the first instance in a long time in which an
appointment of the Crown had been challenged and overruled by
representatives of the Church.5 The Oxford Movement had gained

g victory in this first struggle at the University, but it
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shall be seen that perhaps this precedent was not so fortunate
after all.
The next major campus controversy did not come until

after the publication of Tract No, 90. It was unexpected, be-

| ing the first of whet was to be a series of defeats for the

Oxford Movement, initiated by the enemies of the Tractarians,
The struggle developed out of a contest for the Foetry
Professorship which Keble had vacated, Isaac Williams, a
Tractarian, and a Mr. Garbett of Brasenose were the ccmpetitors
for the position, Because rumors were asbroad that authorities
of Brasenose were about to make a theologicesl contest out of
it, Pusey sent out a circular asking support for Williams on
the grounds that he would make his office a ministry of religious
truth.® Dr, "Gilbert, the Principal of Gerbetts college, immedi-
ately countered with a statement that he was quite willing that
the contest should include theological considerations and wel-
comed the opportunity to point out the dangers of the teaching
with which Pusey hsd identified Williams,! The battle had be-
gun. A war of pamphlets and debates fcllowed until the climactic
decision of Convocation gave Garbett a majority of three to two,
end Issac Williams withdrew.® The Tractariens had been beaten.
This was their first taste of defeat as a party, but not their
last, Others were soon to follow.

While the struggle for the Poetry Professorship had been
going on, other matters of extreme importance to the Individual

concerns of the O0xford Movement leaders had come about. In
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cooperation with the newly organized State Church of Prussia,
the English Church had established an Anglo-Frussian bishopric
at Jerusalem, Of those affected, Newman perhaps reacted the
strongest. By this time he had retired from public attention
to a parish at Littlemore. Thus, Newman's strong reaction, even
in partial retirement, illustrates clearly that though the
Oxford Movement had been largely redirected by Fusey, its
leaders were still greatly concerned over the relationship of
the Church to the State.

The purpose of the English Church in setting up a co-
operative bishopric with Frussia in Jerusslem was the hope that
she might win the favor of the newly established Stete Church
of Frussla snd eventually bring about a close alliance between
the two,? Though to some this seemed a wise move, to Newman
and others of the 0xford Movement it was in direct opposition
to their attempt to separate what was of the Anglican Church
from what was not, whether it be the State or religious sects.
In a letter to J. W. Bowden in October of 1841 Newman expresses
some of his views on the subject.

"for the sake of Frussia, he [the Bishop) is

to teke under him all the foreign Frotestants

who will come; and the politicsl advantages

will be so great from the influence of England

that there is no doubt they will come. They

are to sign the Confession of Augsburg, and

there is nothing to show that they hold the

doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, Next, the

Socinian-Mahomedan Druses have asked for an

English Bishop, and it is supposed Bishop

Alexander will develop in that direction.

Lastly, there is a notion of coalescing with
the Monophysites.
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"The Bishop, who has no Church principles,

is not to be made under the jurisdiction of

the English Bishops, and thus you have an

Episcopate set up to gather, literally, Jews,

Turks (i.e., Druses), infidels =nd heretics

from all quarters (l.e., without conversion).

And why? Because, Russia being represented

by the Greeks, and France by the Latins, it

is very desirable that England should have a

Church there as a means of politicel influence,

a resident power in the country,... Many per-

sons are doubtful whether we have the Notes

of the true Church upon us; every act of the

Chureh, such as this coalescing with heretilcs,

weakens the proof. And in some cases it may

be the last straw that breaks the horse's

back," 1C
And so for Newman this was a kind of "last straw," for in his
later reflections about his conversion, he distinguishes this
act as among the first of the many which caused him to leave
the Anglicen Churceh,ll Por others of the Movement alsc, this
had a strong effect on their respect for their Church. The
Oxford Movement had been defeated once more,

The success of the opponents of the Oxford Movement in
the contest of the Foetry Frofessorship gave them new courage
in the area of campus politics. Ageln Dr. Hampden was t¢ be
the center of controversy, this time in an attempt to repesl
his disqualification of 1836, Unfortunately, for the opponents
of the Oxford Movement, they chose a cause which was to yleld
no victory even though it resulted in harm to the Tractarians,
In spite of the objection of many who heard of the plan, Hampden
pressed his cause until it was rejected by Convocation in a
humiliating defeat,12 Dr, Hampden could not accept thlis de-

gradation without some form of retal.iation., It was unfortu—

nate for all invloved that his revenge was not a noble one,
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When a Mr, Macrmullen, a known Tractarian, applled
for his Bachelor of Divinity degree, Dr. Hampden suspended
the normal procedure of fulfilling the requirements and revived
a long-forgotten University statute which enabled him to pre-
vent the man from receiving the degree.13 Macmullen, however,
after two or three years controversy over the matter, appealed
his case to the University Court of Delegates and received his
dggree.lu This additionsl humiliation of Dr, Hampden caused
him to throw all caution to the winds, His reaction was to
have very important repercussions, for it resulted in the con-
demnation of Dr., Pusey and his removal from the leadership of
the Oxford Movement.,

Pusey had continuously sought to avold controversy.
In this attempt he had preached & sermon on the Holy Eucharist
in May, 1843, in which he hoped to soften some of the effects
of a former work on baptism, The sermon was strictly within
the theologicel limits of High Anglicanism.l® It was quite a
surprise to the University when a short time later a Dr. Faussett
announced that he had "delated" the sermon to the Vice-dhancellor
as being heretical. Oxford was even more surprised to find that
the Vice-Chancellor, the official charged with the speclal super-
vision of supposed heresies, had commenced proceedings. Since
the Vice-Chancellor had shared Dr, Hampden's humiliation for
his responsibility in the Macmullen scandal, he, too, was out

for revenge on the Tractarians. This time the opponents of the
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Oxford Movement had struck at the top. The Statutes provided
that a "delated" sermon be examined by & board of six Doctors
of Divinity who should come to a decision and punish the
preacher, if necessary. They also stated that the Regufls
Professor was to be one of the examiners, if possible.l6
Since this was Pusey's position, a substitute had toc be found.
Not only was the appointed bcard largely anti-Tractarian in
theology, but the substitute chosen in Pusey's place was none
cther than his accuser, Dr, Faussett.l? Though Pusey had re-
quested a hearing, it was not granted; in fact, the whole pre
proceedings were kept secret; the accuser was unnamed at the

’ time, no charges were presented, and no reason was offered as
to just why the sermon was heretical,l8 Considering these
circumstances, one is not surprised to learn that Fusey was
found guilty. The expected protests arcse everywhere; even
the eminent statesmen William Gladstone and Justice Coleridge
requested knowledge of the grounds for the sentence.19 The
requests were refused and Pusey accepted the punishment which
in the long run was to have an important effect on his position
in the Movement,

The next defeat of the Oxford Movement was assoclated
with a man who, by attracting attention tc himself as the
center of controversy, came to be considered a leader of the
Movement after the condemmation of Newman and Pusey, This man
was Williem G. Ward, one of the members of the younger genera=

tion who had practically grown up within the folds of the
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Movement and was first beginning to express himself, 1In his
career and its results one may see the factors involved in
the final breakup of the Oxford Movement.

Under the instruction of Newman end the influence of
other Tractarians, Ward had developed a strong leaning towards
the Church at Rome, Dean Church recorded three ideas as those
chiefly responsible for this attraction:

"One was that Rome did, and, he believed,
nothing else did, keep up the continuous
recognition of the supernaturel element in
religion, that consciousness of an ever-
present power not of this world which is

so prominent a feature in the New Testa-
ment,.... In the next place he revolted...
from the popular .exhibition in England,...
of the doctrine of justification. The
cstentatious separation of justification
from morality, with all its theological
refinements and fictions, seemed to him
profoundly unscriptural,...and...profoundly
irmmoral.... 1t was a principle on which all
his philosophy was built, that 'careful and
individual moral discipline is the only
possible basis on which Christian falth and
practice can be reared.,' In the third place
he was greatly affected, not merely by the
paramount place of sanctity in the Roman
theology and the professed Roman system,
but by the standard of saintliness which he
found there, involving complete and hercic
self-sacrifice for great religious ends,...
beside which English piety and goodness at
its best,...seemed unambitious and pale and
tame, of a different order from the Roman,
end less closely resembling what we read of
in the first ages end in the New Testament," 20

When one understands that this was the nature of the views
which Ward held and expressed, the later events in his career

will not seem unnatural.




7

Before considering Ward and his work, a pause to
deseribe the reaction against the Tractarians in general will
assist one in understanding, not only the outcome of the career
of the last of its leaders, but the fate of the Oxford Movement
in general., As has been seen, with the change of leadership of
the Movement from Newman to Pusey, the Tracts had become more
concerned with the doctrines of the Church and with establish-
ing more clearly what the Church itself was, rather than what
its relationship was to the State. The concept of the Church
put forth by the Tracterians, -which was similar to that exist-
ing at the time of the production of the thirty-nine Articles,
brought about a reaction which might be expected tc have been
received from an introduction of a tyrannical absolute monarchy.
Thomas Mozley remarked that the English people thought the
Oxford Movement had gone straight against the whole course of
the English Church for the preceding three centuries, 2l
Fasting, dally Common Prayer, Saints! Days, Holy Days, the
study of the primitive Church fathers, the necessity of .the
Sacraments,-- all these had been given up long ago.

"the Tracts preached what a King and a Primate

had lost their heads for, what the monarchy,

the Church, the whole consfifution, and the

greater part of the gentry had been overthrown

for, what Bishops and clergy had been cast out

for, and what Convocation was suspended a

century for," 22
Is it any wonder the people had risen with the ery of "Fopery."

Even those who looked towards the proposals of the Tractarians

with open-minded consideration found them difficult to practice.



(o

In objection they had proﬂ%ed the situation of a small agri-
cultural parish, How could a daily service be held when of
necessity the congregation had to be at work in the fields
far from the church? What was the sense of fasting when they
were starving anyway? Besides, why should they, mere ordinary
laymen, keep standards and practices which they not only did
not understand but knew that the very Tractarians who preached
the doctrines did not live up to them? Were they to make the
best use of every minute of the day and practice rigid fast
disciplines when they knew that almost everyday of the week
W. J. Copleston might be found lying in bed until eleven a.m.
or eating a large meal of mutton chops when he arcse? 23
They would not! 1Is it any wonder then, that there was a strong
popular reaction against anything the Tractarians publisﬁed?
Not only laymen but clergymen as well were'repulsed by their
works,

"One person who traveled protesting against

them said 'that it was against his conscience

to read any of the works proceeding from any

of the writers in question, as his doing so

would be to run himself unnecessarily into

the way of temptation.'™
This was the prevailing attitude of the time towards the Oxford
Movement and this the type of reader that passed judgment on the
works of Ward,

At the beginning of his active participation in the

Cxford Movement, Ward had held a position as tutor of mathe-

matics at Oxford., That which was a partial stimulation of his
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prolific publishing of antagonistic opinions was the formal
challenge of his worthiness to hold the position conéiéering
the theological views which he professed.zs But more impor-
tant than the defense of his theology at this time were the
articles he had published in the "British Critic." 26 Here
were expressed, not only the views described in the foregoing
characterization of Ward, but even the more radical concept
thet only what was Roman could be called truly Catholie.

In the fall of 1843 this review came to an end and Ward lost
his means of reaching the public. However, Williasm Palmer of
Worcester published a condemnatory pamphlet contrasting the
later writers in the "British Critic" with the earlier
Tractarians.2! Ward seized this oprortunity to continue to
express his views in what was intended to be a short tract but
aradually grew into the six hundred pages of the famous Ideal

of a Christisn Church, considered in Comparison with Existing

Fractice, which wes published in 184}, This work was to bring
about Ward's downfall,

"The object of the book was twofold, Starting
with an 'ldeal' of what the Christian Church
may be expected to be in its variocus reletions
to men, it assumes thset the Roman Church and
only the Roman Church, satisfies the condi-
tions of what a Church ought to be, and it
argues in detall that the English Church, in
splte of its professions, utterly and ebsolutely
fails to fulfill them," 28

Not only were his views troublesome to some cf the
older members of the Oxford Movement and objectionable to the
general public, but his actual phrasing was unnecessarily an-

ta

onistie:

03
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"We find, oh, most joyful, most wonderful,

most unexpected sight! we find the whole cycle

of Roman doctrine gradually possessing numbers

of the English Churchmen.... Three years have

passed since I said plainly thet in subscribing

the Articles I renounce no Roman doctrine; yet

I retein my fellowship which I hold on the

tenure of subscription, and have received no

ecclesiastical censure in any shape.” 2
This was to be the last major antagonistic publication by Ward
while he was in the Anglican Church. By vete of Convocation,
the book was condemmned and Ward himself deprived of his
University degrees.30 Soon afterwards, in the summer of 1845,
Ward left the Church of England for that of Rome,31

This, however, did not mark .the end cf Ward's effect
on the Oxford Movement, A shrewd, impatient logician, he con-
stantly pestered the other members of the --ovement with ques-
tions; the answers to which forced them, even against their
will, closer to the views of Rome . 32 Many had come tc the con-
clusion that the Anglican Church was more corrupt than the
Roman, but they had chosen to remain with their spiritusal
"Mother" in the hope that they might help rid her of her blem-
ishes, However, after having been officially condemned several
times for trying to alter her conditions, they ceme to believe
that perhaps the corruption was too great to be remedied and
began to look to the ceare of their own souls. Not only were
they tired of Ward's antagonizing questions, but they had

grown tired of dispute in general, Thomas Mozley, in recollec-

tion of his feelings at the time, stated,
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"I believe I was seeking rest., I was dis-
tracted and wearied wlth discussions above
my measure, my facultles, and my attainments....

"The Church of England was one vast arena
of controversy. Ten thousand popes -- the
lay popes ten times more arrogant, unreason-
able, and bitter than the clerical; and the
female popes a hundred times worse than
either -- laid down the law and demanded
instant obedlence....
"They charge Rome with depriving men of
the right of private judgement. Why, this
is to relieve them of a task generally above
their powers. It gives them a harbor of
refuge from a continual storm. They are to
be no longer answerable for their opinlons.
Se as they conform and obey, the Church of
Rome will not be always putting them into
the arena to fight wild beasts." 33
For all these reasons, others implieit in this paper, and
still others which perhaps will never be recorded, many of
the members of the Oxford Movement had followed Ward to the
Roman Church. WMr. Frederick Oakely had gone, then Ambrose
St., John, Mr. J. D. Delgairns , Mr, Frederick W. Faber,
Albany Christie, John Brande Morris, and Mr. David Lewis,3l
All these and still others had been accepted in various places
by the Church of Rome. . Finally, in 18,5, John Henry Newman
followed the others. With this final conversion, the Oxford
fovement could not hope to remain what if had been in the
past.
In his acceptance of Rome, Newman had not made as hasty
a decision as most of the others who left the Anglican Church.

He had first questioned his rosition in 1841 at the time of

the controversy over the Jerusalem>bishopric.35 Troubled, he
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had withdrawn to his parish at Littlemore, to be free of the
raging public debates, where he might rest and think more
clearly.36 As one has seen, with the change of the leader-
ship of the Oxford Movement from Newman to Pusey, the emphasis
of the Movement was changed from a consideration of the re-
lationship of the Church with the State, to an attempt to
define the theologicel position of the Chureh. In the first
instance the Tractarisans turned to the doctrine of Aposotlic
succession to justify their claims, and in the second they
based their position on the concept of Catholicity. Newman's
sister, in her collection of his letters and papers, ststed
that among the arguments which shook him most was the prineciple
"Securus judicat orbis temerum", which he discovered in his in-
vestigation of the Donatist controversy.37 Trenslated, this
becomes "The universal church judges safely." Since Newman
considered Rome the center of unity, there was little question
left in his mind as to where he belonged.38

Perhaps the frue reasons for Newman's decision will
never be known, but not beiﬁg relevant to this study, no com-
plete statement or judgment of these 1s pretended. The im-
portant concern of this paper is that Newman's conversion
brought the Movement to an end. Since 1t was largely through
Newman that the Movement had come to have its center located
at Oxford, which gave it its name, his departure for Rome, in
effect, brought the Oxford Movement to an end.3%9 Keble and

Pusey were still active, true, but they centered their activities
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outside of Cxford, In fact, as an organized enterprise, the

Movement had disappeared. It cast a slilent shadow of horror
over its friends scattered across the country, leaving small
eddies here and there where its causes were still carried on

by persistent clergymen.“o But Newman was gone, and with him,

the Oxford Provement.
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CHAFTER VII

REPERCUSSIONS OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT

With the conversion of Newman, the Oxford lovement, as
such, had come to an end, lNew leaders carrled the old banner
for many years, but their headguarters were not at the University
and the old name was not retained,! The Ozford HMovement had
dissolved and had been absorbed into a general reform program
of the Anglican Church, But even in this form, its affects
were widespread and still to be found a century 1ater.2

One of the most immediate and obvious repercussions of
the Oxford rovement was its profound affect on the Anglican
Church and the religious life of the nation, and perhaps less
noticeably, the world, Thomas Mozley, in reflection, remarked:

"Upon the whole the HMovement must be credilted

with the increased interest in divine things,

the more reverential regard for sacred per-

sons and places, and the freedom from mere

traditionel interpretation, which mark the

present century in comrarison with the last.

The Oxford Movement,,..has rroduced a genera—

ticn of ecclesiologists, ritualists, and re-

ligious poets, Whatever may be said of its

priestceraft, it has filled =“he land with

churcherafts of all kinds,"

One particular manifeststion of the revival which it

brought about was the restoration of community life in the

Church of England. Before 1833, three or four attempts had
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been made to establish cooperative religicus communities but
all had failed.u Under the guidance of Newman and Pusey, how-
ever, success was finally achieved.5 In 1841 the first Angli-
can Sister dedicated herself to the Religious life, and in 184,
in the parish of Christ Church at nibany Street in London, the
first definite Sisterhood was established.6 This was followed
by the founding of the Community of Saint Thomas the Martyr at
Oxford in 18L7, and in the following year, the Society of the
Holy Trinity and the Commmity of Saint Mary the Virgin at
Wantage.7 Soon the great Sisterhood of All Saints of Clewer
was established and many more followed in the next few decades.8

Even libersl Churchmen were forced to recognize, as Warre-Cornish

observed in his English Church in the Nineteenth Century:

"That so far as the revival of Sisterhoods
goes 'the High Church clergy and laity de-
serve the credit of having set in motion
and maintained an organization of great
efficacy and most beneficient spiritual
power, which works with untiring energy
against the evils cocncentrated in our great
towns, '" :

The same might be saild of communities for men, although‘they
were more noticeable for their quality than quantity.lo The
establishment of centers of religious activity helped to make
the Church's various expressions more effective and tended to
magnify most of the effects of the Oxford Movement.

Another result of the reforms of the Tradtarians was a
changed conception of the work of the Christian ministry and

the attitudes towards the clergy. A clergyman was expected,
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first of all, to be a spiritual man and he was most respected
when he knew his job.11 More was expected of him than of the
clergy a century befcre. Not only was he obliged to teach
the truths of a Catholiec Faith, but it was necessary that he
discuss their moral implications and show how they were to be
arplied in everyday 1ife,12 The Faith itself had been altered,
its weak foundation of bibliolatry having been exchanged for
the stronger continuous witness of a Divine Society founded
by christ.l3 There was a renewal of knowledge of forgotten
truths on the part of both laymen and the c.le::*ggy.:“Jr The over-~
all effect was a greater respect for both the Church and religion
in general,

Worshlp was another aspect of religion strongly influ-
enced by the Cxford Movement.l5 In his analysis of the results
of the reforms, 8. L, Ollard remesrked:

"The Anglo-Catholic Hevival has revived the

sense of worship. It has brought back reverence,
care, occasionally even splendor, into the prub-
lic worship of God. It has furnished the most
rowerful motive for preserving and then deccrat-.
ing the house of God iIn the land. Directly 1its
spirit touched a varish the first outward sign
¢f it was shown by an attempt to restore or
rebuild the parish church.,.. In poetry and

prose English writers have not been slow to
vraise the virtues of the witness of the parish
church with its heavenward pointing spire or
tower, and its silent call to a higher life

and a brighter world: thet appeal could have
nad little force when those prarish churches
themselves were monuments of neglect and decay,
an’ their witness was anrarently to a creed
outworn." 16
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The previous quotation immediately brings to mind another
obvious effect of the Oxford Movement, church architecture,
After Christopher Wren's death, church architecture had re-
mained almost at a stendstill until restimulated by the Oxford
group.17 The only other work of notice besides that of the
Movement was the Roman Catholic churches designed by A. W,
Pugin.l8 Even Pugin was indebted to them, for he used the
church at Littlemore, which was designed by Newman, as a model
for many of his churches and chapels.l9 The appearance of
many new college buildings was yet another result of the in-
fluence of the Tractarians.zo Perhaps most demonstrative of
the extent of their effect was the construction of the Royal
Court of Justice in the Strand, which is the only public build-
ing in London to bear the figure of Christ.2l But more than
for the guantity and quality of structures, the Oxford Movement
is to be praised for the means by which they were produced,
Previously, funds for churches had come largely from Farliament,
but in the new architectural revival they came from both the
rich and the poor who were touched by the Trectarians, 22
Physically, as well as spiritusally, the Oxford Movement did
much to beautify the weary face of the land,

Two other areas in which the Oxford Movement had a
noticeable effect are litersture and Church music. Among the
members of the Oxford Movement, John Keble, Isasc Williams,
Prederick W, Faber, and Christina Rossetti were notable poets.23

Newman's works are stilll read by the modern world, as are some
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of the volumes in a long series of religious novels which were
also stimulated by the Movement.zh Even more important than

the effect on literature was the revival of Church muslec.

Until reintroduced by the Tractarians, choral services and hymn
singing had become almost nonexistent in the serviees of the
Church of England.25 The men of the Oxford Movement itself were
musicians of note and great hymn writers.26 Among thelr works

one will recognize "Holy, Holy, Holy," "Jesus Lover of my scul,"
"Wearer, my God, to Thee," ™"Ablide with me," and "Onward Christian
Soldiers.™ 2/ There is little question as to the influence of

the Oxford Movement on the religious music of the world,

In addition to the previously mentioned spirituel and
artistic contributions to English life, the later members of the
Oxford Movement did much to improve the social conditions of the
country,

"Its first leaders had to set to work to teach

the ‘nature of the Church as a Divine Socilety,

to insist on its supernatural claims, 1its

creeds, ministry, and sacraments, It was the

work of a later generation to explain the

moral and social obligations of this revival

and quickened Churchmenship which had already

shown themselves, in fact, in the work of the

Anglo-Cathglics in the slums of the great

cities," 2
Among those of the later generation of the Movement was Charles
Lowden, He earned his fame by establishing the well-known
Mission Settlement at the London docks in the parish of Saint

George-in-the-East in 1856, 27 This initiated a movement which

led to the development of "Settlements" din.the slum areas of all
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the great citles of the world, Among the other "Settlements"
developed by the Tractarians were Oxford House, Cambridge
House, the House of Charity in Soho, and Fusey's famous estsb-
lishment in the slums of Leeds.3C® By furnishing the poor with
recreational facilities, the Oxford Moverient hed an important
effect in improving their living conditions., Socially, as well
as spiritually, the Oxford group had contributed gréatly to the
needs of its country.

From small beginnings as an objection to the hasty reforms
of an impstient Qovernment, the Oxford Movement had expanded
greatly, Not only did it bring sbout many improvements in the

religion of the country, but it applied itself to other areas

of English life and produced the same successful results. No
matter what their profession, there is much to be learned from

the Oxford Movement by modern molders of soclety.
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CHAPTZR VIII

CONCLUSION

This study has been concerned with a description of
the major themes of the Oxford Movement, illustrating how
they were develcoped through the intermingling of the ideass and
actions of the men who were its leaders, With this approcach
it is hoped that one can interpret more accurately the signifi-
cance of the Movement,

This examination has described how Newman, though he
made no deliberate design to place himself in the poéition cf
leadership, directed the earliest beginnings of the Movement
in protest against the secular infringement of the Government.
Puséy's redirection of the Movement to a more careful examinea-
tion of its position has alsc been pointed out. And finally,
with Ward and the expression of the Movement which he represents
one has seen the eventual consequences of the Tractarians'
views and their effect on English life.

As a protest against the infringement of the Government
uoon the rights of the Church, the Oxford Movement, in its first

stages, warned the werld egainst hasty slteration of traditional
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heritages, especlzlly if those alterations were the result of
rationalization with a secular, materisalistic orientsation.
In its later expression, the Cxferd Movement indicated the
first steps towards establishing a sound basis for a social
order. Such a Utilitarian spokesman as John Stuart Mill
aclnowledged the force and wisdom of the Oxford Movement's
message.

"the Oxford theologiens had done for England

something like what Gulzot, Villemain, Fichelet,

Cousin, had done a little earlier for France;

they had opened, broadened, deepened the issues

and meaning of ¥uropean history; they had re-

minded us that history is European; that it is

cuite unintelligible if treated as merely

local.™ 1
The recognition of the importance of the principle of Catholic-
ity, which was greatly responsible for the conversion of Newman,
is one of the great contributions of the Tractarians to their
own time snd the world today. Emphasizing this principle, the
members of the Oxford Movement have urged those who would strive
to establish a harmonious society to rise above an idealizatlion
of themselves to the principles of truth revealed through the
objective aporoach of universality. Hapoiness for ell will
never be cbtained as long as individuoals persist in struggling
for their own ends with little ccnsideration of others, Co-
cperation 1s necessary and this can only come from the under-
standing and respect of every individual in the community. OCne
can nelther understand nor appreciete others without a universal

orientation., If the State is to include all beings, then it
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must be built on truths and laws which consider the signifi-
cance of every prersonality., If this is so, then what better
orientation is there than the spirituel? In communion with
God man is raised to a viewpoint which enables him to regard
his world, his fellow human beings, and himself with an ob-
jectivity and insight to be envied by the greatest of scien-
tists. The world would do well to heed the message of the
Oxford Movement,
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ABSTRACT FROM SENIOR SCHOLAR PAPER BY ARTHUR B. GOYETTE

THE OXFCRD MOVEMENT: ITS THEMES AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE

In retrospect, the Oxford Movement of nineteenth cen-
tury England provides one with an interesting study of the
struggle between the spiritual and secular worlds, However,
repeated abstraction in an interpretation of its significance
has tended to distort an accurate understanding of its his-
torical development, Offen this also has resulted in a mis-
interpretation of the nature of its major themes and their
significance to the world. For these reasons, this study has
attempted to describe the origin, maturity, and dissclution
of the series of events which strictly speaking may be consid-
ered to be the Oxford Movement, In conclusion, liberty has
been taken to comment on the nature of the Movement's tpemes
and their significance in their own age and to man today.

The protest of man agasinst oppression and corruptiocn,
which was expressed in the violence of the French Revolution
on the continent, assumed quite a different form in nineteenth
century England, Aggressive Liberalism rejuvenated the Whig
party, which captured the ministry that had been held by the

Tories for as long as most Englishmen could remember,
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Utilitarianism, which was a governing element of this new
force, significently influenced Farliament in the sweeping
reform program of the 1830's, All went well until the reforms
were extended to deal with the secular intrusion upon, and
corruption of, the spiritual realm, In 1833, Parliament sup-
pressed ten Irish bishoprics without the consultation or con-
sent of Anglican authorities, The secular powers had over-
stepped their boqnds, bringing about a new crisis in the age-
0ld controversy of Church and State, The name given to the
chief ecclesiastical reaction was "the Oxford Movement'",

As a protest against the infringement of the secular
rowers upon the rights of the Church, the Oxford Movement, at
first, was a relatively insignificant manifestation of the
old struggle of Church and State, After preliminary delibera-
tions, a decision was made to publicize this protest through
small pamphlets or tracts., Out of this came the famous Tracts

For the Times, which resulted in the rise of John Henry Newman

to the leadership of the Movement because of his specilal abil-
ity in this perticular form of expression, Making Oxford
University his headquarters, Newman carried on a program which
was so successful that it soon made the cause of the Tractarlans
known all around the world,

The general significance of the first stage of the
Oxford Movement must be understood in a negative sense, One

may say that since it was a protest sgainst the infringement
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of the government upon the rights of the Church, it also
warned the world against hasty alteration of traditional
heritages, especially when those alterations were directed
by a materialistic Utilitsrianism. Over a period of time,
increased popularization of the Utilitarianism of Bentham

had led to the belief that the realization of human nature
was to be achieved through the adaptation and development

of the world's material resources to the greatest possible
satisfaction of one's personal pleasures, The result was a
narrow, self-oriented view of the world which eventually
became the equation of man with the ultimate spiritual prin-
ciple of the universe. As, more and more, man became materi-
alistically oriented, any spiritual significance of human per-
sonality and society was denied, Man had to prove his worth
to the world., The conseguence today is that few men think
they are worth very much at gll., This has been the source of
much confusion and the loss of human value and direction, 1In
a sense the Oxford Movement, in its first stage, may be. in-
terpreted as a protest against these developments which have
led to the conditions of our modern social dilemma, .

After the early successes in restraining the ecclesi-
astical measures of Parliament, Edward Bouverie Fusey became
the dominant personality of the Oxford Movement, Through
his efforts, the Tracts were lengthened and changed in sub-
ject matter, which resulted in a complete redirection of the

Movement, Having forced the secular powers to recognize their



limitations, the Tractarians paused to examine the position
and resources of the Church in order to improve its prepara-
tion for the eternal battle with the nonspiritual forces,

In doing this, the Oxford Movement also indicated the first
steps towards establishing a sound basis for any socilal order.,
The recognition of the lmportance of the principle of Catho-
licity, which was greatly responsible for the conversion of
the Movement's leaders after it had been carried to its
ldgical conclusion 1n its third stage, is one of the great
contributions of the Tractarians to their own time and to the
world today.

In the emphasis of the principle of Cathollcity, the
members of the Oxford Movement have urged those who would
strive to establish a harmonious society to rise above an
jdealization of themselves tc the principles of truth revealed
through the objective aporoach of univers%lity. Happiness for
all will never be obtained as long as individuals persist in
struggling for their own ends with little consideration, of
others, Co-operation is necessary and this can come only from
an understanding and respect of every individual in the com-
mumnity. One can neither understand nor appreciate others with-
out a universal orientation, If the State is to include all
beings, then it must be built on truths and laws which consider
the significance of every perscnality, If this is so, then
what better orientation is there than the spiritual? In com-

munion with God, man is raised to a viewpoint which enables him



to regard his world, his fellow human beings, and himself

with an objectivity and insight to be envied by the greatest
sclentists. These, then, are the suggestions to modern

soclety present in the major themes of the Oxford Movement,

Arthur B, Goyette




	Oxford movement: its themes and their significance
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1226436603.pdf.lP4lV

