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is realized and sufficient control measures are imposed. it may be too 

late for the upper limits of pollution levels will inevitably be reached. 

It 15 a problem of overshoot. For example. if in 1970 it was decided 

that the rate or DDT used in the environment was to decrease until it 

reached zero by the year 2000. concentration levels would continue to 

rise in fish for more than ten years due to the natural time delay. 

The level would not return to the original level of 1970 until 1995. 46 

The decision to reduce DDT levels has to be made, therefore. before 

its erfects are that serious in the environment or the problem of over­

shoot appears. Also I there is a major problem with respect to h global 

distribution of pollutants. Pollution is not neeessarily restricted 

tc its iramediate area of generation, as was seen with DDT. For' . example, 

Greenland I which is miles distant from any form of lead generation I has 

been found to have lead deposited in its ice. Furthermol"e, the concentra­

tions have increased JOO per cent since 1940. 47 

The third global risk 1s the d.im1nishing immunity to contagious 

diseases facing mankind. It is an ironic result of the major technical 

advances in the field of modern mect1c1ne. It seems for every miracle 

drug there has developed a. miracle microbe, which renders man dependent 

on a variety of drugs and pills.48 

The fourth global risk is the persistent threat of thermonuclear 

destruction and the possibility of biochemical warl"a~. It is predicted 

that within less than ten years, thirty separate nAtions will control 

the power of instant ann:i..hi1ation of all l.i.i'e forms over vast areas 

4 9 
of land. The chance that a minor accident could have global reper­

cuss10ns make s an individual' 5 existence very tenuous. That force s 
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need to exploit the earth, nor use up its resources faster than the 

biospere is capable of replenishing them. All that is required of the 

environment for man's survival is the satisfaction of basic material 

needs and the opportUIdty tor every 1ndividu.al to rea.lize his own cen­

ception of his potential, within the confines of a strictly defined 

na'tuza.L order.57 Act.ivity is acceptable as long as it 1s harmonious 

with ecological systems. ?JAn is capable of living in perfect union 

with nature and the concept of growth, both economic and popnJ.ation, 

need not be included. 

l-"..a.ny of the criticisms of a no growth society are unjust. The 

statement that resources should be utilized simply because they exist 

and would be otherwise wasted does not account for the aesthetic value 

attributable to all natural amenities. It is also not necessarily valid 

to charge a stationary state with being dull and �g�l�o�o�~�. People would 

no longer seek to measur-e their own worth in terms of how �m�u�~�h material 

wealth they are able to amass. They would be able to find pleasure and 

satisfaction in the peace and tranquility that results from living 1n 

harmony with nature. It has been pointed out that in all short run 

periods of st.agnat.Lon in the American economy there is a corresponding 

and direct rise in the number of unemployed and a decrease in the share 

of wealth accruing to the lower income groups. This gives rise to 

considerable frustration in the lower classes as the miserable become 

more miserable. This is a valid assertion, however, it is applicable 

to a growth oriented economy. Any decline in growth due to such factors 

as :market fa.ilure or the shortcolJlings of monetary and fiscal policy 

are bound to have nega.tive effects upon a society that depends on these 
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mec ..sm.s for its Stll'"Vival. Its operation is defined by the workings 

of the market system. However. i:f people were to abandon the growth 

orientation ih.tavor of a steady state econolrlY'. and correspondingly 

re-evaluate their individual value systems in accordance with those 

factorS that enhance the quality of life, such problems would not arise. 

By definition. life would take on new meaning. 


