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This map shows levels of wildlife habitat suitability in relationship to Maine's
conservation lands.  The public and private sectors have been separated
into different categories, each showing easements and owned land.  A
conservation easement is a legally enforceable land preservation
agreement between a landowner and a municipality or other qualified land
protection organization.  Owned conservation lands do not have the
enforceable agreements that easements do, but can be used to achieve the
same means of environmental protection for an area.

The habitat suitability values are based on 91 priority trust species of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The habitats for each species were mapped
and ranked from actual sightings or by developing habitat suitability models
reflecting environmental requirements for each species.  Scores for each
species were then added to derive the sum of scores for all species
combined.
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